
Sunday 12th September 2021 
Revival 

 
Readings – 2 Kings Chapters 22&23, (22.15-23.3) 2 Chron. 29.36.  Ezekiel 36.8-38.   
 
Take time to read these chapters because they are but two examples of the many times 
in the Old Testament that God broke into the spiritually rebellious, proud and lifeless 
condition of His people. By the time of these accounts, Israel has been estranged from 
God so many times and in so many ways that God once gave the verdict that they had 
been a stubborn and rebellious people even from the day God delivered them from 
Egypt. Despite the Exodus and the Red Sea, despite the Manna and the water from the 
rock, despite God drying up the Jordan River so that they would not get their feet wet, 
the people still questioned everything God commanded them, and shook with fear at the 
mention of giants in the land! They just did not see that by covenant, they were God’s 
people, and best of all, God was their God. 
 
It has been a similar story since Pentecost. God broke into the lives of the apostles and 
in a short time, the church was born and spread to all the then known world, and some 
accounts say even beyond that. It looked as if the mission to preach the Gospel to all 
ethnic groups and nations would be completed soon and that Christ would return within 
the first generations of the Church. The same prediction was made at the 1910 world 
mission conference in Edinburgh such was the missionary activity in those days. 
 
So, where does Revival fit in? 
 
The history of the Old Testament recounts the very human story of faith and then 
decline. It tells the story of a people who started off reasonably well and who believed in 
God as the God of their fathers. However, as we saw in the book of Isaiah, the people 
were more moved by what they saw and what they desired in the world, that they lost 
sight of the fact that God was their God and King, and they did not need to appoint a 
human king so that they could be, ‘just like the nations round them.’ They were meant to 
stand in a different dynasty, a Divine one, but human nature wants stuff that it can see, 
count, and touch. Because of this, they borrowed other nation’s gods and practices, and 
did not worship God as commanded. When people depart from God, He begins to lift 
His hand from them because they will not suffer His presence. Then, we substitute other 
ways and means to do Church, and can function, we think, quite well even without the 
manifest presence of God. However, then the question becomes are we a Church which 
is now building on the sand with wood, hay and stubble, or on the rock with gold, silver 
and precious stones?  
 
Revival happens as a Sovereign act of God.  
God returns in power and acts to rescue His people. It is an unusual manifestation of 
His presence in comparison to what has been the ‘norm.’ We could say that Pentecost 
was God taking His place amongst His people, and this was so different from anything 
which had been seen before, that God’s normal appears unusual! 
 



Over the life of the Church there have been many revivals which have affected a few 
people, a city, a province and a nation or nations. Scotland has been called, not only a 
nation of the Book in past times, but also a land of revivals. Up until about the late 
1800’s it is reckoned that there was a revival, a visitation of God in manifest power, 
every decade or so. This is true of Lewis and Harris, but even there, there has been no 
revival for many years. It is recorded that the revivals have begun after some desperate 
soul, or groups of people, begin to pray seriously and desperately for revival, and there 
are many such accounts which can be easily found. Finney had Father Nash who went 
ahead of the Evangelist and ‘prayed revival down.’ All that is true, but who put such 
desires in these people’s hearts? God was working even before people started praying 
for revival. I think it was Spurgeon who said, or who at least quoted the telling phrase, 
‘when God desires to send revival, He sets His people praying.’   
 
Some people think that revival can be obtained if we follow this or that spiritual pathway, 
but while a surface look can show what appears to be a pattern, when we look more 
closely, it is God, who decides when and if a revival will be sent down from heaven. The 
most powerful revivals tell a story that shows men were not involved in bringing, but 
received it. It came from above and did not arise from the activity we do below on earth.   
 
It is also important to see the flow of Church history. We could say that the Church is 
either in revival or it is in decline, but it never stays the same and its path is never level, 
but up or down.  Revival comes and it passes, it can stay for a couple of days, or for 
decades. We can tell when we are in decline. Before numbers decline, there is a cooling 
of our hearts and the church moves from being led and empowered by the Holy Spirit to 
a state of motion due to momentum. The present decline in the numbers of people in 
the Church of Scotland began before I was born, but its effects are being seen now 
when the Church talks about what it can afford to do with dwindling offerings, with fewer 
people, and they mostly pensioners. 
 
When revival wains, it is usually preceded by a drifting away from Christian disciplines 
and the compromising of core doctrines. People question the authority of Scripture, and 
endorse many practices and beliefs that God has stated are contrary to His will. Sin, 
heaven and hell are laughed at, and people are no longer sinners, but they have ‘hang 
ups’, addictions and just as in the book of Judges, ‘everyone does what is right in his 
own eyes.’ This is in essence what idolatry is, it is putting other things in the place that 
God should have. For example, what, if anything, is utterly essential in a Church? Can 
we live without organs and bands, books and social activities? Can a Church live 
without a minister and only a handful of elders? Yes it can, but each member has to pull 
a bit of weight and not remain spectators. Read the history of the Church, it is an 
incredible story of how God has built it in the midst of the hate of the world, the flesh 
and the devil. 
 
Revivals are often followed by times of decline and, or, persecution. The Reformation in 
the mid 1500’s was a reforming and a reviving of the Church, but the 30 Years War 
broke out in 1618 and lasted until 1648. It started out as a conflict between Protestants 
and Catholics so called, but ended up as a political conflict to see who would rule 



Europe. It is thought that in the very lands which had seen the Reformation, between 4 
and 12 million people lost their lives, and parts of the nations were depopulated by 20% 
and others up to 60%. In other words, a horrendous form of genocide. 
 
We must face the fact that revivals come and go. The revival in Josiah’s day shows 
many of these features. While every revival is different, every revival has a mixing of 
some features which are always present in the real thing. Did you notice that in 
Hezekiah’s day, the thing happened suddenly? Even when the Church seems to be on 
its last legs, that does not preclude the possibility of revival. It is the sick person who 
needs the doctor, not the healthy person. In the same way it is a dying Church, a 
backslidden Church, a rebellious and proud Church which needs a revival, so never 
give up hope for your denomination, no matter what. 
 
The revival in Josiah’s day was for his lifetime, but the judgment promised by God was 
delayed, not removed. It began, shall we say, by God putting it into the young king’s 
heart and mind to restore the temple which had been abandoned over time. Other types 
of gods and their priests and practices had come in and the temple was now full of 
garbage as well as idols and idolatry! Josiah orders a renovation, and while this was 
being done, the Book of the Law was found. Yes, they had descended so low that they 
had misplaced the Bible. We have more Bibles in Scotland than we know what to do 
with, yet our day possibly sees the most Bible-illiterate people for generations. The book 
sits on a shelf and is never opened except perhaps to record births and deaths. This is 
one of the features always present at some stage in revival, the Book starts to speak to 
the hearts of people. They then turn to seek the living God, a person whom they had 
thought dead. 
 
Josiah, when he heard the identity and authority of this newly found book, humbles 
himself and repents, and has the law read to the people and they enter into covenant 
again with God, led by the king. The temple service as it should be is restored, a 
Passover is held having been neglected for years, and the rubbish of idolatry high and 
low is cleansed away. In Josiah’s day, God moved on a man, and he was moved to act 
to right wrongs and restore what had been neglected, and God came and blessed the 
nation while the king lived. This revival began with the people being moved to humility 
and obedience, and then God poured our His blessing. This is a good example of 2 
Chronicles 7.14, ‘if my people,’ and so on.  
 
However, this is not the only way revival has come. Look at the account in Ezekiel 36. 
The people of Israel have spurned God so often that He executes His covenant promise 
to them and He removes them from the Land of Israel. We are told the history of this in 
the prophetic books and the historic accounts. Let’s be serious. Did God just transport 
the captives by a miracle? Did the captives go to bed in Israel and wake up in Babylon? 
No, they did not. All this happened after famines and droughts and wars and financial 
and political intrigues, after the rich were getting richer and financing their lavish life 
styles by the hard labour and slavery of the poor. God used men and means as the rod 
to correct His people. What do you think the defeat in Afghanistan, the coronovirus and 
all the other things that are happening today may say about our nation? It’s not the 



politicians and the war lords who hold the initiative, Christians are supposed to have 
this. The politicians can make speeches and the warlords shoot guns, but Christians 
can pray to the God who is almighty, and who is full of grace and mercy. 
 
The people who were in captivity were in such a low spiritual condition that they could 
not even see the bottom when they looked up! Chapter 36 contains some astounding 
promises of empty and destroyed lands and cities being not only repopulated, but 
absolutely abounding in all that make one prosper. The people were such a poor 
representation of God in the world that even the godless were mocking Him. The 
captives do nothing, but God promises to step into the situation and restore and revive 
them. Look at verse 22. God does this, not because the people had responded to the 
prophets He had sent and the countless times He had invited them to come to Him 
‘without money or price,’ God does it out of jealousy for His own Name. You see, if we 
as Christians live poorly, it reflects on God’s honour and glory, because once God had 
made covenant, He has committed Himself to His people no matter what they do. God 
will remain faithful to His covenant even if all men are faithless. It is the Church which 
has brought disgrace on Christ by our flagrant disregard of His word and His ways. We 
are brats, but we are God’s brats. Revivals come to change us from children who bring 
shame on the family name to children who are a credit to their Father.   
 
God steps in and revives, and when He does that the people are confronted with His 
goodness, and goodness leads to repentance. God acts despite the state of the people. 
 
So here we are presented with two different manifestations of revival. One in which the 
people respond to an overture from God, and the other where God breaks in amongst a 
people who are disinterested and taken up in their own affairs. This way is sterile and 
leads to despair, frustration, self-pity and misery. We cannot chose what sort of revival 
God sends just as we can’t make God send one. Neither can we relax nor say that it 
doesn’t matter how we and the church live because God will revive us again if He so 
chooses without us doing anything to glorify His own Name. 
 
The point is really to say and see, that God is the God who revives, and He is able to do 
so, even when we think all is lost and beyond redemption.  
 
Next week, we will consider some ways of responding to put ourselves before God and 
to have our hearts prepared to be people who can receive revival if and when it comes. 
This is a bit like John the Baptist who went before Jesus so that He came to a people of 
who were prepared for His coming. This does not ‘earn’ us revival, but is like the work of 
the servant, it is our reasonable duty. 
 
If you have never read or thought about revival before, google the revival of Lewis and 
Harris, and the accounts of it given by Rev. Duncan Campbell. The place where it 
happened are a drive and a boat trip away, and we could visit the area and have a nice 
holiday as well! 
 
 


