
Sunday 15th August 2021    
Peter, the believers and the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Readings – Matthew 26.69-70, John 21.15-17. 
                   Acts 2. 14-17, 37-41 and 42. 
 
We all know the history of Peter from the Last Supper to the Day of Pentecost. At the 
Supper, when Jesus told His inner circle of Disciples that one of them would betray Him, 
after each one asked if it was them, they all said that they would never betray Jesus. 
Peter was the most insistent of them all saying that he would die with Jesus before he 
would never disown Him. Poor Peter, his spirit was willing, but his flesh was weak! 
Jesus told him that He had prayed that Peter’s faith would not fail. We all find it easier to 
have noble resolutions rather than the ability to follow through. As yet Peter did not see 
how weak fallen humanity is, but he was about to learn. 
 
Jesus is arrested, and some of the disciples follow behind the soldiers to see what 
would happen. In the mockery of justice, the religious authorities, who had already 
decided that they would crucify Him, hold a public trial for Jesus. Peter is looking on at a 
distance, and he is challenged three times because people recognize him as one of 
Jesus disciples. The third time a serving maid challenges him, and he denies it with 
curses. Peter is not just mumbling nothings to these challenges, but he is saying that he 
never knew Jesus and has no interest in Him. 
 
At this point a cock crows and Jesus catches Peter’s eye. Instantly Peter remembers 
that Jesus had told him that before the cock crowed, he would betray Jesus three times. 
Peter flees the scene of his failings and weeps bitterly. He did love Jesus, but his flesh 
was too strong for him. Here we see Peter at his lowest point. He has failed in the worst 
of ways, he was defeated by his sense of self-preservation, he had failed to keep his 
bold words, and he could never take what he had said and done back. Worst of all, he 
may never see Jesus again, and even if he did, how could he ever look Him in the eye, 
such was his shame, guilt and self-abhorrence. Isn’t it easy to say things out of fear or 
in passion that we wish instantly we could take back.  Friendships, even marriages have 
ended over such heated or unconsidered words. It is easy to get our mouths into gear 
before our heads. 
 
Move on to the days after the resurrection, and some of the disciples have returned to 
fishing. They see a figure on the shore who they recognize but no one says anything. 
This unknown, but familiar, man tells them to let down their nets on the other side of the 
boat and they capture a huge haul of fish. I think they remember another time earlier 
where the teacher tells them where to fish, it is Jesus! He has breakfast ready for them, 
and Jesus asks Peter if he loves Him. He does this three times and Peter’s feelings are 
hurt. Perhaps Peter thought that Jesus was trawling up his recent failure, but after each 
answer that Peter gives, Jesus tells him to feed His lambs, take care of His sheep, and 
feed His sheep, Peter denied Jesus three times, and Jesus heals each one of these 
denials with a recommissioning.  



There is a sense in which if we belong to Jesus, there is nothing which can thwart His 
purposes for us. This was true for Peter because when he failed Jesus, he wept bitterly, 
it mattered to Peter, his heart was repentant, and as this was so, Jesus was able to heal 
his bruised soul completely. What else would the Good Shepherd do but heal the 
battered sheep? The Psalm says that ‘he restores my soul’, and that is what Jesus did. 
 
Move on then to the day of Pentecost and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the 120. 
They spoke in different languages as the Spirit enabled them, and the crowd came 
running because each one heard the disciples speaking in their own native language. 
 
Notice what happens. Who stands up? Peter stands up because he is that sort of man. 
Remember it was Peter who got out of the boat when Jesus walked on the sea. It was 
Peter who wanted to build shelters on the Mount of Transfiguration. Despite having 
been deluged and plunged into the depth of the Holy Spirit, Peter was still most 
distinctly Peter, but something had happened to him. A few days before, he had run 
from a little serving girl and denied Jesus, now he was standing up, speaking loudly and 
proclaiming Jesus as Lord of Lords and raised from the dead to thousands of people. 
The coward has become as bold as a lion rampant! That is the sort of thing the Holy 
Spirit does when we are filled with Him and covered all over with Him. The coward has 
become a man of war! What a change! 
 
When we are filled with the Holy Spirit we are changed while still being ourselves. The 
Holy Spirit in us and on us will manifest Himself in some way, and in many different 
ways. In a sense, the Holy Spirit comes to complete us, to make us real men and 
women. Now the manifestation of the Spirit at that time on Peter was that he stood up 
and preached a long sermon. However, and fortunately, not all are called to be 
preachers, so how did the Holy Spirit manifest Himself on the other disciples, and the 
3000 others who believed in Jesus that day? This is important to see, because it is 
actually a universal effect, or fruit of the Holy Spirit. If we are not finding something 
happening in us, some new desires and longings, then it could be that we may have 
had a dribble of the Spirit when there is a deluge available. 
 
The manifestation of the Holy Spirit that was common to those people that day and the 
days following is found in verse 42. Verse 42 tells us what happened next, how the 
people who believed that day responded then and in the days and years following. It is 
so important to understand this, but it is so easy to read but not take in. 
 
Acts 2.42 ‘They devoted themselves to the Apostle’s teaching and to the fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and to prayer.’ 
 

They did other things too, but this comes first, and if it does, the next things will come 
almost naturally and willingly.  
 
I want to briefly say one or two things about these four practices. Jesus is the 
foundation stone of the faith, but these four things are the next layer of stones. If these 
are missing, the building will sag and fall apart. This is why the church in the west is so 



weak and ineffective, we have either had these foundations undermined in our thinking 
or we have neglected them. Be sure that the world, the flesh and the devil are against 
those who devote themselves to these four practices. 
 
 
Teaching 
Teaching, preaching and the central place of Scripture has always been at the core of 
the Church when it is functioning as it should. There has never been a revival where 
some or all of these four practices has not been involved in either bringing reformation 
and revival or maintaining it. Martin Luther rediscovered the truth that we are justified by 
faith and not by works and his life was transformed. This doctrine was the great 
discovery that launched the Reformation. John Wesley was converted at a meeting 
where the preface of Martin Luther’s book on Romans was being read. King David said 
that, ‘your word is a lamp to my feet.’ If we don’t have the Word as a spiritual light, then 
what is the only option left? It is to walk in darkness, and that is where most of humanity 
lives, scurrying about in darkness. Jesus said that if the light in us is darkness, then how 
great is the darkness.   
 
In the early Church Paul taught Timothy, and instructed him to pass this teaching on to 
faithful men. This was so that the truth would not be polluted by the speculation of mere 
human reason. The last years have seen all sorts of theories and philosophies being 
peddled. The trustworthiness of the Scriptures has been questioned by Higher Criticism, 
and other criticisms.  
 
The Word is central to a healthy and growing Christian life and Church life. It is not an 
accident that it is called the Word of life. Tragically in the Church of Scotland the 
Scriptures do not, at present hold the place that it did in past times, and even today 
reformation of the Kirk is more likely to be described and promoted in business 
language and not Biblical language. The Early Church was accused of turning the world 
upside down. There were miracles and conversions and deliverances with suffering and 
persecutions, but the Church was alive. Why? Because they lived by the Scriptures. 
Sadly it was not long before men arose who presented their speculations and the focus 
was blurred. If the Word is neglected, the individual Christian and the congregations of 
the Church will decay and become as useless as salt that has lost its saltiness. 
 
Fellowship 
Are you of an age when you remember an advert for margarine that claimed that you 
couldn’t tell the difference between it and butter? I never believed it, because I did know 
when it was margarine, and when it was butter! The Greek word for fellowship also 
means participating together. John tells us that their fellowship was with the Father and 
the Son, and with the believers. Fellowship as the Bible describes it is God focused, and 
we are the guests of God, and he is our host in sharing together. Cups of tea after 
Church are good, but it is a social ‘fellowship’ rather than an encounter with God. Real 
fellowship can take time to develop, involve all sorts of challenges and interactions with 
people, but the key is that we encounter the presence of God, at least sometimes! We 
share our spiritual lives together, not just our opinions on politics or the price of bread! 



 
Breaking of bread 
This is Communion, the Lord’s Supper. It was deemed so essential that the early 
believers did it in their homes perhaps daily. The reason that Communions in the 
Church of Scotland are infrequent is that in the past some Parishes were so poor that 
they could hardly afford bread and wine but every now and then.  
 
The purpose of this act is very simple but important. We break bread to remember that 
the body of Jesus was broken and His blood shed for our salvation. We are to have the 
Cross and all that Jesus suffered and did on the Cross for us in constant view. We are 
to be reminded daily that there is no salvation apart from the shedding of Christ’s blood 
and to be reminded that Jesus did this for us. The gospel is the power of God for 
salvation. If we neglect it, we neglect salvation. 
 
There are some people who say that we should get beyond the Cross, but the Cross is 
the all in all. It is the power of God for our salvation. There are many hymns, usually 
older ones, which struggle to grasp the length and depth of the Cross, the love of God 
and the grace of God to us in it. It is easy to think that the Cross is only for Easter, but it 
is meant for every moment of every day. That is why some groups break bread every 
day even today. 
 
Prayer     
If Jesus, the Son of God, who has spent eternity with the Father, considered prayer to 
be so important, how much more necessary is it for us who are redeemed sinners to 
pray. Jesus, on request, gave His disciples a track to run on in prayer – ‘Our Father who 
art in heaven.’ That is a phrase to think about. I admit it does not always stop me in my 
tracts to contemplate the glories of heaven and God’s exalted being. That is because of 
how dumb my heart is, that I can say these words without a sense of holy awe and fear. 
I think we are all like this, but don’t let us rest in it. The most wonderful sermon on 
heaven is by Johnathon Edwards. It is entitled, ‘Heaven, a world of love.’ 
 
Paul tells the recipients of his letters that he is praying for them, and tells them what he 
is praying for. In most of his letters he also gives a plea that they will be much in prayer, 
and seeks to recruit their prayers for him and his work. Prayer, it has been said is the 
simplest thing to do that even a child can do, but it is also the highest work for the 
believer. God does not leave us alone just to get on with praying, but He has promised, 
and He does help us in our weakness by the Holy Spirit. God knows that we don’t know 
how to pray as we should, so comes to our aid. The only way to learn to pray is to do it, 
and it is a life-long learning. 
 
These four activities are the daily life of the Church which Jesus builds. A Church which 
is built in any other way will be a man-made Church, and God has no promises for such 
a monster. I think that the Church in the west today is not heeding the very teaching or 
following in the steps of the Church which exploded on the scene in the early days and 
in days of revival. An old writer has this to say about his day, the early 1900’s. Leonard 
Ravenhill is his name and he came out with many piercing statements. One of them is 



that he considered that in his day the Church was guilty of, ‘too much organizing and 
not enough agonizing.’  
 
Each one of us who are believers can begin today to turn against the tide. A place to 
start is to read the Scriptures on a daily basis. So many Church attenders only know a 
few of the stories in the Bible, but don’t know enough about the flow of the Book and the 
unfolding of the ways and purposes of God to see the Bible as an unfolding history, one 
story, and not a book of short and unconnected stories. It takes time to read such a big 
book, but if we start today, we will have begun. 
   
 
  
  
 
        


