
Sunday 4th. July 2021 
The Imperatives of Hebrews 

 
The Book of Hebrews is written mainly to Jewish people who had become Christians 
and had believed in Jesus their Messiah. The result of this was that they were 
persecuted by those who remained tied to the Jewish faith as outcasts because of their 
acceptance of Jesus as the Messiah. In addition to this, many discovered that turning 
against the flow of the world and Judaism was more difficult than expected, and now 
they discovered that they were going against not only the tide of the world, but their 
flesh and harried by the devil. As if this was not enough, it seemed that the promises of 
a New Kingdom and the return of the King were taking longer than expected and this 
understandably led to the Hebrew Christians, at least some of them wondering if being 
a Christian was really all that it was cracked up to be! 
 
The purpose of the Letter is to show these discouraged, disappointed Christians that the 
‘old Jewish faith’ and even the attendance of Angels was a poor shadow of the reality 
which can only be found in Christ. Hebrews goes through the religious practices of the 
Old Testament to show that Christ is the reality of all which went before like a shadow, 
and to show the vast superiority of Christ as priest and sacrifice which winds up the Old 
Testament religious practices to make way for the way of Christ. 
 
In the early chapters of the Book of Hebrews, the author, which I accept as Paul, though 
the scholars debate this, acts as a coach and a cheerleader encouraging the believers 
to dig in and run the race. He instructs them with imperatives with the intent to get them 
to continue their pilgrimage even though the road be hard and rough and their legs are 
weary and cramped. If any of you watch the football, you will have seen the manager 
calling on his players to keep going, to keep their spirits, to hold fast to their confidence 
that not only can they complete the game, but win. There are a number of such 
passages in Hebrews, and I want to survey these in the next few weeks. 
 
We all need to be stirred up to keep going when the going gets tough or the road is 
weary, and we live in weary days. These are the very times when many feel as if they 
are ready to drop because of weariness, disappointment and delays in what we have 
hoped for. This is the very time s that we need to have advice, encouragement and 
warnings given to us. The football players are encouraged to run to win every ball, to 
keep marking their opposite numbers, to keep faith in the plan and to keep up the 
energy and attention to the game even as they are getting more and more exhausted.  
 
Football is one thing, but the real game of life is much more serious. Many matches 
have been lost in the dying moments of a game. So it is with the faith, many have fallen 
so near the end of the journey and this is not only sad, but very worrying.  
 
A passage which gives us the intent of these imperatives can be found in Hebrews 
6.11-12 and it is here that we will begin.  
 



‘We want each of you to show this same diligence (earnestness) to the very end in 
order to make your hope sure. We do not want you to become lazy (sluggish) but to 

imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.’ 
 

It is by faith and patience that we inherit the promises. Some promises can never be 
fulfilled in this lifetime. For example we will never be free from temptation and the 
possibility of sin in this life, but only when we receive resurrection bodies after our 
deaths. This does not mean that we cannot own the promise, it means that we cannot 
fully enter into it now. For example, Abram had his name changed to Abraham which 
meant ‘father of nations,’ but when this promise was made, it was decades before he 
had his own son. He did not live to see Israel enter the land of promise, but this did not 
prevent him from enjoying the first fruits of the promise which was fulfilled in part after 
his death, and still awaits its ultimate fulfillment. It is faith that receives the promises of 
God, but it is patience that is required to hold the promise until they come into 
manifestation.  
 
Most of us want what we are to inherit now. We are an impatient species at the best of 
time and I think that we are getting worse as time passes as we are demanding of 
instant gratification. We have gone from slow cooking to ready meals, ground coffee to 
instant coffee, drive in fast food places and we want faster internet connection so that 
we can get to our entertainment instantly. This is generally not how the universe works. 
Anything which is worth growing takes time and effort. We get others to do this for us, 
perhaps we all need to do a bit of gardening to reconnect with reality.  
 
Impatience is nothing new. The text of Hebrews assumes an impatience and a 
restlessness amongst these Christian people, who wanted to see the Kingdom of God 
working and overcoming, but were wondering if this Christianity was being overhyped, 
and perhaps the old ways were as good and without all the hassle. 
 
I will look at three of these encouragements and warning our coach gives us to continue 
through the rough and smooth, the uphill and the downhill parts of our spiritual 
pilgrimage. (If you have never read John Bunyan’s ‘Pilgrims Progress,’ now would be a 
good time to google it and read it.) 
 
The first instruction is found in Hebrews chapter 2 and verse 1. 
 

‘We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do 
not drift away.’ 

 
Verse 2 and following explains why we must pay attention and not drift. 
 
We are to listen and pay attention to what we have heard, what we have been taught, to 
the teaching of the Apostles which is contained in the Gospels and the rest of the New 
Testament. We are to be active, diligent, and attentive to this teaching. If we are not, it 
will be eroded away. Think about a river. When a flood comes, if the banks are not 
secure or reinforced, the flood will change the course of the river by eroding the banks. 



If we do not hold carefully and thoughtfully to the teachings of the Scriptures, we will find 
ourselves in all sorts of troubles and we will find ourselves in strange places even 
though we hardly know how we got to be there. This is drifting. We are not to drift, but to 
remain under steam even when the counter flow is strong. If the current against us is 5 
knots and we are powering such as we are going at 6 knots, we will make progress be it 
ever so slowly, but even at 6 knots we will forge up the rapids and find ourselves out of 
the present danger and having made progress. If we do not match the current against 
us or proceed slower, we will drift and find ourselves further from our desired haven, 
and at the mercy of the current! 
 
I don’t think that many people have woken up one morning and said to themselves that 
today they were going to give up being a Christian. However, there are many who have 
so slowed their progress, and growing less earnest and payed less attention, that they 
have sleepwalked as it were into apostasy. It is the nature of the world and sin to act as 
a contrary current to faith, and if we let it have its head, it will sweep us off our feet, lull 
us into a stupor and wash us away before we realise it. Christian, listen, pay attention, 
do not drift away. 
 
The second imperative is found in Hebrews 3.1. 
 
‘Therefore, holy brothers who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, 

the apostle and high priest whom we confess.’ 
 

We are to fix our eyes, to think, to consider this Jesus and who He is and what He has 
done for us. We sing the hymn, ‘When I survey the wondrous Cross.’ There are many 
today and there have been many in every generation of the Church who want to go on 
to deeper things. This often is taken to mean teachings about exotic things like the 
angels, prosperity, and all sorts of other things. These are interesting studies, but to go 
deeper does not mean to leave behind the basis and core truths, it means to go deeper 
into the glorious mysteries of the Cross and all that God has accomplished by it.  If 
anyone tells you that they have moved on to the deeper things of God and then fails to 
speak about the Cross is reverent whispers, don’t them a moments heed! Jesus will 
forever remain a man in heaven, Jesus wounds from the Cross will never ‘heal’ up and 
become invisible, Jesus will never stop being our High Priest, the blood of Jesus will 
never cease to be the grounds of our justification and glorification. Our understanding 
and appreciation of the Cross of Christ is meant to grow deeper and to bring all other 
truth under its glorious grace. 
 
Our attention is to be fixed of Jesus, our apostle and priest. We are to expend time and 
energy thinking about Him and on His sacrifice. This will not only make us and keep us 
humble, it will also work to make us holy as we see how ludicrous it is to neglect the one 
who loved us to such a height and depth that He gave His life for us. To fail to thing and 
to be eternally grateful is to make light of and reject His dying love. 
 
We need to fix our eyes on Christ because it is only as we become aware of our utter 
helplessness to save ourselves, and our desperate need of a savior that this salvation 



will be effective in our lives. It is one thing to throw a life line to someone adrift at sea, 
but if they do not perceive their danger and need, they may not only not grasp the line, 
but they may be offended that we considered them in need of rescue. This is where the 
majority of people are today. They are waltzing down the wide road having as much fun 
as they can, and working hard to do so. They do not realise that they are on the wrong 
road, the road that does not lead to life, but to eternal death. That to you and me is hell! 
The road which Jesus followed and which His disciples are to follow s the narrow road, 
the road that has uphill stretches and downhill stretches. The road that takes us through 
dank and dark valleys and forests as well as up and over lofty and beautiful mountains 
where we think we can see forever. This narrow road also takes us through briars and 
thorns, stony and arid places, but on this road we meet some others to chum us and 
cheer us along.   
 
Considering Jesus includes considering the path He took, the path of the Cross. Jesus 
says to all who would follow Him that we also must take up our cross daily and follow 
Him. If the master had to take the road of the Cross, what makes us think that we can 
take another route? Christian, consider, fix our eyes on Jesus.  
 
The third imperative is found in Hebrews 3.12. 
 
‘See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from 

the living God.’ 
 

It is a theological certainty that the human heart is the most despicable thing in the 
world. It is utterly beyond our unaided ability to do anything about, and even the best of 
Christians do not know the depth and blackness of their own hearts. This is why David 
asked God to search out its depths and deal with the sins which he did not even know 
lurked there. If you read the history of Noah, we will see that it was the sinfulness of the 
human heart that led to the flood and not only the actual things the people did in 
sinning. Sin arises from the heart always, and sin can be active in our hearts even when 
we do not indulge in the activity. W can be jealous of others, angry, lustful for all sorts of 
things without actually doing any outward acts, but if we regard these things, if we 
indulge in a fantasy of what we would say or do, it is inward sin and God abhors it.  
 
Probably few people today realise that one of the worst sins is that of unbelief. Those 
who do not believe in God are not called free thinkers, great thinkers, or rationalists in 
the Bible but they are called fools. So when someone tells us that they are atheists or 
agnostics or this or that, don’t get angry with them or be overawed because they are 
great intellects, pity them and pray for them, they are fools. They are as foolish as 
people who say that they do not believe in Australia because they have never been 
there, seen it or met anyone who comes from there. 
 
All this would be sad enough, but for those who do not believe in God, their situation is 
even more dangerous. Those who do not believe in God are in fact calling God a bare 
faced liar. God says that He is the God who is there, He says that He is the God of the 
whole world and of all peoples. God says that it is He who grants us life and providence. 



Those who do not believe exalt their rationalism above God, and that is dangerous thing 
to do, and is not wise. During the Troubles in Ireland and in courts today sometimes in 
terrorism cases, it is not unknown for the accused to refuse to recognize the authority of 
the court and seek to defy the legal process. However, that does not stop the trial, a 
possible conviction and the sentence. The convicted person may go to prison in 
defiance, but to prison they go, and under such a situation, parole is unlikely. God is the 
judge, and the unbeliever will be judged on their sinful attitude to God, and the sin of 
unbelief will aggravate the crime and draw down a heftier penalty. This is the terrible 
seriousness of unbelief, and the fate of those who glory in it, make light of it, and who 
habitually walk unthinkingly in it. Unbelief is the greatest insult to the eternal God, so let 
us beware that we fall into such a position. 
 
Psalm 1 tells us not to walk in the counsel of the ungodly, to walk in the ay of sinners or 
sit in the seat of scoffers. These positions show us the progressive nature of unbelief. 
We are see to it that we do not become such. We need God’s help to do this, of course 
we do, but we are to be alert to this and to take action. We have a responsibility to keep 
ourselves believing, and this is truly a fight of faith. 
 
Faith is faith, it is not a warm, cozy feeling, and it is not something which exists because 
all is going well. In fact, more often or not, faith is at its best when everything has gone 
wrong or the situation is beyond our understanding. Faith acts because of the One with 
whom we are to do’ Faith acts and works because of the One in whom we believe, none 
other than the Almighty God who is and was and is to come and who will be forever and 
ever, without end. Faith works because it is this God who has spoken, who has 
promised and whose ways we are learning about. 
 
What causes us the most trouble perhaps is that often faith does not make sense other 
that because of who it is we believe in. A person may buy a Lottery ticket with the 
utmost ‘faith’ that they will win, but all but one of such people will be disappointed! Faith 
in God is valid because the promise is made by God, and He is able to do what He has 
promised even when the promise seems contrary to reason and nature. We find it 
difficult and a struggle to go beyond our reason and accept that God is bigger than our 
reason and understanding of the world. We are the tenants of the house, God is the 
builder of the house, who knows best, the tenant or the builder, designer and owner? 
Each of us must come to a conclusion on this! 
 
However, let’s explore this a little further with some examples from the Bible.  
Consider the history of Noah in Genesis 6.9-22. Do you remember this history. God told 
him to build a boat in the desert. It took a long time to build, and nobody took him 
seriously until the rain began. Does it make sense to build a boat like this? No, but Noah 
believed what God said and not the reasoning of his own mind. 
 
Consider the history of Abram. He had his name changed to Abraham which means 
‘Father of nations or of multitudes.’ This happened even before he had a son who would 
continue the family name. Hebrews 11 tells us that he did not grow faint in his faith even 
though he saw his body getting older and older and his wife Sarah becoming the body 



of an elderly lady. He was not in denial, but he took care not to let unbelief run out of 
utter control, but grew in faith as he gave glory to God by believing the promise despite 
the rational evidence. The Creator can create even when the natural course of nature 
says it can’t be done!  
 
It is not only big personalities in the Old Testament who are challenged to not be 
overcome by unbelief, but here is a wonderful history of a father and a dying daughter. 
Turn to Luke 8.40-52’ Jairus came to beg Jesus to come and heal his daughter who 
was dying. On his way to the home of the sick girl, Jesus has to navigate crowds which 
slows His progress. Then for the poor anxious father, it gets worse and the dreadful 
happens. A sick lady touches Jesus robe, is healed and Jesus stops and engages her 
in a conversation which took some time. Jesus takes time that the father and the child 
did not have! 
 
As this event is drawing to a conclusion and Jesus is commending the faith of the now 
healed woman, and blessing her, the news which Jairus had dreaded was brought to 
him by a servant, ‘Your daughter is dead, don’t trouble the teacher any-more.’ Can you 
feel something for this man? It makes you want to weep, I can’t imagine what went 
through his mind! Numbness, anger, confusion, disappointment at Jesus? Then look at 
verse 50. What is Jesus thinking about? Has He lost the plot?  
 

‘Don’t be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed.’  
 
Sorry Jesus, you have heard wrong, she is dead, departed, gone! Jesus was asking 
Jairus to believe against every emotion he had, against all the information he had, 
against a life-time of experience. When someone id dead, they are dead! Not so if the 
Master and the Maker says otherwise. The end of the story is that the girl is raised from 
the dead and restored to her parents. Was that the end of the story?  I don’t know, but I 
think that Jairus and his daughter often spoke about that day and moment for the rest of 
their lives. I don’t think that they ever worked it out other than to say that if the Master 
says believe, then no matter what else is happening in our thinking and feeling, then 
believe. Again, reason is not the measure, but who it is who says ‘believe.’  
 
This is what we are to do. We are to take care not to reach a final conclusion that falls 
short of God. Christian, take care not to exalt unbelief above the Master and Maker. 
 
Therefore all these things being so, do not give up, but run with perseverance the path 
God lays before us. 
 
   

 


