
Sunday 13th June 2021 
Luke 10.1-24 

Keeping the eye on the ball. 
 

I remember hearing something a long time ago, that if you plotted a course to the 
nearest star, but miscalculated by some incredibly small degree, by the time you 
traveled the distance to that star, you would miss it by millions of miles. Have you ever 
taken a wrong turn on the road and only discovered after some miles that you were well 
off course? Have you ever tried threading a needle without your specs, and discovered 
that you have been threading into thin air? It is easy to be slightly off course, and as 
long as we do not continue slightly off course for very long, it can often be corrected 
without too much trouble, unless that is, you have over passed your exit on the motor 
way and the next exit is miles away! 
 
This is the core concept which comes out of the later part of Luke chapter 10. Another 
colloquial way of saying this is that we should keep our eye on the ball, make the main 
thing the main thing and stick with meat, potatoes and two veg. It is the content of the 
book that matters and not its cover. We rip off the colourful wrapping paper to get at the 
present. 
 
Jesus tells us in the Sermon on the Mount what the important thing is when He tells us 
to ‘seek first his Kingdom.’ Paul repeats the goal when he tells us in Colossians 3.1-2, 
 

‘Since, then you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 
 where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, 

 not on earthly things.’ 
 

Read Luke 10.1-24. 
 
This passage records the mission of the 70 or 72. The scholars debate whether it was 
70 or 72 and what the significance of this number is. However the account is of the 
instructions Jesus gives to these men and the report they bring back after their first solo 
ministry trip. The passage states that Jesus sent them ahead of Himself to places to 
which He would eventually come. Jesus then responds to their reports, and privately 
gives them some counsel. 
 
The first 16 verses contain Jesus commissioning of them, instructing these 72 in how 
they should conduct themselves and what they are commanded to do and to say. Their 
mission contains the doing of things, the healing of the sick, and then having aroused 
the interest of the people of the place, they explain the healings which have happened 
as proof that the Kingdom of God has come close to them. This means that the rule of 
God over the lives and the hardships of humanity has come and operated in their midst. 
God has come and has done wonderful works of mercy to help them. In those days, 
there was no NHS, no medical missions or international relief plans and so healing was 
a most welcome blessing. Even today there are multitudes of diseases and conditions 
which can be relieved or healed with inexpensive medicines, but in those days, they had 



neither the medicines we have, nor the agencies who collect donations to buy and 
supply such. Can you imagine us living without antibiotics and pain killers? Many people 
still live without inexpensive medicines which could relieve untold misery if they were 
given or sold at cost by our wealthy nations. Therefore, if genuine healers came to a 
locality, generally, they could anticipate a following! 
 
However Jesus tells them that while people will receive healing, many will not endure 
the message of the Kingdom, and in some places Jesus Himself could not do many 
mighty works because of the people’s unbelief. It is interesting that it was more serious 
when God’s people refused the messengers than the godless peoples, but then the 
Bible tells us that judgment begins in the house of God. This is what the woes are 
referring to when Jewish communities and pagan communities are spoken of in 
contrast. We could apply it to our day and say that it will be more tolerable for tribal 
peoples in the Amazon, and for Islamic nations on the Day of Judgment because they 
did not have as much access to the Gospel and Bibles as Newburgh and Aberdeen and 
the towns and cities in the UK. This means that unbelief and an unresponsiveness 
amongst Christian people and people who have had free access to the Bible is more 
serious than that amongst the unbelieving. Christians should know better than to 
downplay God’s ways and words. However, this is not what my focus is on today. 
 
We don’t know how long the itinerary of the 72 lasted, but when they came back, it was 
with an account of events and success which was beyond all of their expectations and 
was better than they had ever imagined. I suppose that they were like us. It was one 
thing to follow Jesus and see Him healing sick people and doing all sorts of miracles, 
but it was another thing for Him to send them out on their own and be instructed to pray 
and preach! However, they obeyed, they went, and their efforts were attended with 
great effects and the Holy Spirit was with them big time. 
 
We pick up the account at verse 17. Have you ever come home from a trip and 
collected the pet dog from the kennels? How did the pet behave? When my parents had 
a dog and when we collected him from the kennels, the moment he recognized our 
voices, he would bark and sort of whine and when we took him out of his run, his whole 
body, not just his tail wagged and he was all over us, glad to see us back!  What 
happens when we stop to say something to someone who has a puppy? All of a sudden 
the puppy is our new best friend, and they would be all over us if they could! 
 
It’s probably not good theology to compare disciples to puppies, but think of the animals’ 
enthusiasm, and this is a bit like what the disciples were probably like when they 
reported what had happened to Jesus. They all had stories to tell, they all wanted to 
recount what they had seen and done. They tell Jesus not about how often they had to 
wipe the dust off their shoes or how mean people had been to them, but they told Jesus 
that even the demons were subject to them in His name. 
 
I remember a mission trip to South America. I was badly bitten by insects, we all got 
stomach upsets and we were working from morning into the small hours of the next day. 
By the time we left, we were exhausted and despite illness slept most of the flight home. 



However, that is not the main story which I remember. I remember the people whose 
lives were changed when demons were expelled from them, and others who had hope 
and peace restored to them. It was the effects of God’s working which made the other 
things worth enduring and even made them small matters. This is what the disciples 
were like, they were full of it all, they were jubilant and excited because they had seen 
things and done things which a few months before they hardly knew could be done! 
 
Note in verse 17 the final phrase – ‘in your name.’ All that these disciples had seen and 
done were by the commissioning, the power, the authority of Jesus, and they 
acknowledged this when they said all the events had been done in Jesus name. These 
72 were in no sense claiming any of these works as their own doing, they 
acknowledged that it was all done in Christ’s name. They were not proud, they were 
elated. They were not discussing who amongst them was the greatest, they were 
recounting the works done in the power of the name of Christ. They were honouring 
Christ in what they had done and said. 
 
It is important to see this in the light of what Jesus was soon to say to them.  
 
Verses 18-19 gives us Jesus response to them. The reference to seeing Satan fall from 
heaven like lightening tells us that what these men had done was part of the purpose of 
salvation. Here were men acting in such a way that caused Satan to suffer what would 
be the beginning of his defeat at the hands of men and women in and by the name and 
the authority of Jesus. It is wonderful to be rescued when in trouble, but the real 
sweetness is when those who have been rescued themselves become rescuers. We 
have probably all met people who became lifeboat staff, or mountain rescue team and 
such because of a personal experience of being helped or rescued and there is great 
satisfaction in being one who now overcomes what once overcame us.  
 
In this verse Jesus is telling the disciples that when they healed the sick, expelled 
demons and declared the presence of the kingdom, the manifestation of the rule of God 
breaking into time and space, that this caused a devastating blow to the rule of Satan. It 
was the thing that the devil did not think could ever happen. The devil had subjugated 
humanity by the fall, and yet here were some of them overthrowing his kingdom! The 
expression of Satan falling like lightening conveys the sudden and terrible nature of his 
fall. I like to imagine it as this, when the disciples did all these things in the Name of 
Jesus, Satan got knocked off his high horse at the hands of his former slaves. He never 
saw it coming! The key, of course was the name of Jesus. I wonder did Satan tremble 
with the thought that if this was happening so soon after Jesus came to earth, how 
would it all end. 
 
Jesus did not stop at this, but seems to extend the victory which was now granted. 
Snakes and scorpions may refer to the nature of demonic activity and even to sickness. 
Snakes and scorpions give unpleasant, painful and even fatal bites and stings. Jesus 
seems to be telling these disciples that because of their relationship with Him and the 
power of God vested in Him and His name, that now the once persecuted race of 



people who believe in Him will become victorious over those forces which once plagued 
and harassed them. Indeed nothing, v19, will harm you. 
 
A word of caution. Jesus is not saying to these disciples that they are now endued with 
super-powers, that they are unbreakable, and that nothing will go wrong in their lives. 
Very soon we hear of the death of Stephen, never mind the death of Jesus, and the 
persecution of the early believers and the early Church. This is not a promise of a bed 
of roses existence, but a promise that ultimately, there is nothing that can harm us in life 
and in eternity if we are Christ’s. The world and men can take our lives and break our 
bodies, but they cannot take our souls, and even our spirits need not be daunted or 
broken. The history of the saints shows us this. The process of the restoration of 
humanity has begun. Not all will respond, perhaps only a minority, but now, even before 
the Cross, salvation is at work. The boot is now being put on the other foot, and the 
captives are becoming deliverers, and the slaves are becoming harvesters all by the 
power of the name of Jesus. No wonder the disciples are excited and Jesus is v21, 
joyful.  
 
I say all this because of what we read in verse 20. Unless we see the disciples as 
acknowledging that all they have seen and done is the result of the Holy Spirit, of the 
command and commission of Jesus and by the authority granted them in His name, we 
may misunderstand what this verse is saying. 
 
Is Jesus trying to sober them up because they are too excited? Is He giving them a 
rebuke because they are too full of their part in it all? Is He pouring cold water on the 
whole mission? Is Jesus jealous of their success? It is none of these things. Think of it 
this way. Imagine a wonderful meal you have had with someone who has invited you to 
their birthday party. The food and the fun are great and you have a whale of a time. As 
you go to leave you warmly and enthusiastically thank your host for a wonderful time 
and for wonderful food and all the fun. Imagine now that your host laughs and says how 
glad he is that you enjoyed it all. Then he looks at you seriously and says that you don’t 
quite understand, you have been chosen to stay forever in this home and enjoy this 
hospitality every day from now on. Furthermore, the host is leaving soon, but has made 
all this provision for you.  
 
This is not a rebuke from Jesus, but is a slight but vital course correction. Jesus says all 
this because there is so much more that He has for His people and He does not want 
the good to keep them from the better, or the better from the best. Wonderful as healing 
and deliverance is, there is more. Wonderful as doing stuff in Jesus name is, there is 
more and it is heavenly and eternal. 
 
The day will come when this world is going to be rolled up and a new one unveiled. This 
new world will not have sickness or demonic beings, so none of this dramatic ministry 
will be needed, it will end. However the eternal world will now be fully present, and 
Christ will be all in all. This is what Jesus is directing the vision of these disciples to. He 
does not want them to lose sight of the heavenly and eternal in the real and wonderful 
excitement of doing powerful things in the name of Jesus in this world. It is very easy for 



us as humans to get caught up in the dramas, excitement and struggles of life and for 
our view of what is to come to grow dim. Indeed, one of the things that amazes me is 
that the people of Jerusalem so quickly forgot the miracles of Jesus, and cried out that 
He be crucified. There have been era’s when the miraculous has been very prominent, 
but usually within less than a generation, the miracles are forgotten and denied and they 
cease to have an influence on people. However, when people get a taste and a sight of 
heaven, then there is the possibility that such people will press on and be born again.   
 
The proof that Jesus is not trying to pour cold water on them follows from what is said in 
verse 21, The English translation does not do the words justice. We could paraphrase it 
as saying that at that time Jesus was overflowing, beside Himself, jumping up and down 
with joy. This was a great moment for Jesus because He saw what was actually 
happening when these uneducated disciples were healing and preaching. Something 
rather significant happened in the spiritual realm. 
 
Since the fall, the devil had had humanity under his thumb, bound in the chains of sin 
and toiling under the weight of the fear of death. However, when these disciples began 
to heal in Jesus name and proclaim the coming, the proximity of the Kingdom of God, 
something happened which Satan had never imagined. Now, instead of being under his 
thumb, some of his former slaves were rising up in the name of Jesus and were laying 
waste to his kingdom. This was so unexpected and dramatic that he suffers a fall from 
heaven, I would paraphrase in this way - these men, in the name of Jesus knocked the 
devil off his high horse, a thing no group of human beings had ever done before! 
Salvation was dawning. The fall was beginning to fail, the foundations of Satan’s rule 
and kingdom were beginning to be shaken and rocked, not just by Jesus, but now His 
disciples were at it also! The cracks were beginning to appear, and the cast iron rule of 
the devil over humanity was now looking very shaky indeed. I have realized that one of 
the devils’ main strategies is to keep Christians blinded to the power of Jesus Name and 
that we are His ambassadors to represent the Kingdom of God. It is God’s kingdom, 
God’s power and might, God’s glory, so if we don’t feel powerful or mighty it does not 
matter because these reside in the Name of Jesus. There is an old hymn that tells us 
how the devil does this. 
 

‘He tells us we’re weak,  
Our hope is in vain 

The good that we seek 
We ne’er shall obtain. 

But when such suggestions  
Our spirits have tried, 

This answers the question 
The Lord will provide.’ 

 
 
 
 
 



This is wonderful news. Captivity is beginning to be taken captive, death has had notice 
served that its days are numbered, God has taken to the field, and part of His army 
consists of fallen men now redeemed. No wonder Jesus was full of joy. Even before His 
cross which would be the battle that settled the conflict for all eternity was executed, the 
tide was turning.  
 
The astonishing thing about all this is that these disciples had not spent weeks and 
weeks being trained in healing. They had seen Jesus do it, and may have been involved 
in some small way, but now, they had been sent out to do all this two by two, with Jesus 
coming later, and it all happened. This is what is so significant that it is lambs in the 
midst of wolves, children, not the wise and the learned, but to bog standard people that 
Jesus commissions His works. The key is that all they did was in Jesus Name. They 
were obedient to go and act, but it is God’s power and authority granted to them that 
caused all these effects, not something which resided in them. They had no tricks up 
their sleeves. The Church today is full of plans, systems, training courses in this and 
that. Jesus has been training His disciples in faith and obedience to what He says and 
teaches. The early Church, we are told in Acts 2.42, 
 

‘Devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching, to fellowship, 
the breaking of bread and prayers.’ 

 
The outcome was that the Church was added to and then multiplied. Compare this to 
today where a Church can’t see itself as a church without buildings, bands, choirs, 
costly PA and lights, manses, structures, vestments and all sorts of other things which 
may be helps, but have become hindrances. We need to simplify, so that even in 
pandemics, wars, recessions and persecutions, the church is still the church. It actually 
comes down to the state of our hearts.  
 
The consequence of this is that God can do what He wants to do through ordinary 
Christian people, not superstars! 
 
The point of this message is that even the most exciting things that happen in this life, 
should be rejoiced in, but not at the expense of seeing and knowing that our citizenship 
is in heaven for all eternity. As I have already said, Jesus is not detracting here, but is 
encouraging and giving a course of correction so that these 72 do not miss the better 
and the best by being wholly taken up with the good. There is so much more of God to 
discover and so much more of His salvation to walk in. Don’t get stuck with a little when 
there is a whole eternal world of light and love to begin to live in even in these mortal 
years of life. We are not to measure the possibilities of the Christian life by our social, 
educational or financial status in the world. We are not to limit what we think God can do 
because of the weakness of our intellect, our bodies or our perceived faith. It is all in 
Jesus Name, in learning more of who Christ is, who our master and backer is, whom we 
are called to represent.  
 
Imagine that we are going into some business meeting. We begin our pitch by saying 
that we represent the most powerful person in the world, the richest, the wisest and a 



man who has businesses in every nation of the world and multiple outlets in every 
western city and town in the world. How do you think those who hear would react? 
Would it be with excitement, fear, apprehension as to what this person wanted to do 
with them? Do you think that they would want to continue the meeting to see what the 
proposal is? This person is the Father by the way. This is closer to the truth of our 
existence, but the devil works at an exhausting pace to keep us ignorant of the power of 
Jesus Name. ‘All hail the power of Jesus Name,’ we have sung the hymn, but not 
explored or believed it! 
 
Jesus rejoices because the Father has chosen to work through the weak and foolish 
and the things that are not and not the elite of this world. I think that we are so used to 
the elite being the favoured and chosen ones in the world that we lesser mortals forget 
or don’t take Jesus words to heart. God does not always, or even often, use the noble 
and wise and prominent in His Kingdom.  In this Jesus rejoiced that the Kingdom of God 
works for all, even the weak and foolish, the ordinary, the child-like, the lambs, those 
who will believe and obey. 
 
Let us take this to heart. Does it matter how old we are? Does it matter how clever we 
are? Does it matter if we speak with an accent or a lisp? Does it matter if we have 
degrees and letters after our name? None of these are barriers to serving the purposes 
of God and doing what He desires us to do in the Name of Jesus. We are to enjoy what 
He does through His name now, but keep our eyes on the greater blessing, that as 
believers, our destination, our home and our citizenship is not in this world, but in 
heaven. We do not serve the systems and values of this world, but we who are 
Christians are called as ambassadors of the High King of Heaven. May we begin to live 
up to our high calling. 


