
Sunday 9th May 2021 
The Parables of the Kingdom Matthew 13 

 
We are looking at some of what the Bible has to say about the Kingdom of God. It is an 
important subject on many levels. Jesus spoke of it to His disciples after He was raised 
from the dead to give them a better understanding and to correct their misconceptions 
about the Kingdom. The Kingdom was the message that Jesus preached and sent His 
disciples out to preach. The mighty works which Jesus did, the healings and 
deliverances were explained as evidences that the Kingdom of God had broken into 
human history. Furthermore Salvation, being born again, a redeemed relationship with 
God are all dependent on the rule of God being manifest in space and time. 
 
One of the purposes of this series of talks about the Kingdom is to encourage us to 
have a realistic expectation of what we can hope for and seek in this life as regards the 
Kingdom of God. I have said that there are two extremes to avoid. One is to have an 
over realized eschatology. This means that we have unreal and un-promised 
expectations of the Kingdom. Such over-expectations include many things, but common 
manifestations of this is the idea that every Christian will be healed and prospered 
materialistically. The history of Joseph, Job, the story of the rich man and Lazarus, and 
the experience of the Christians over the ages as exemplified in Hebrews 11 shows that 
universal material blessing, all or some of the time, are not promised in this age. The 
hope that being a Christian means that we will never suffer hardships, setbacks or 
sorrows, but will drift to heaven on a bed of rose petals is false. Such an over optimistic 
view of the Kingdom in this age thinks that the world will be totally transformed into a 
utopia, a heaven on earth. All of these things are coming, and we get tastes of these, 
but not yet in fullness. We still live in a beautiful but terrible world where joys and 
sorrows are the lot of all.  
 
The other extreme to avoid is to regard the Kingdom as something which will only be 
available to us when the end comes or we go to heaven. If we understand the teachings 
of the Bible regarding the Kingdom, and that at best we only see in part, then it will 
encourage us to seek for more and have higher expectations and desires for our 
Christian lives. I would say that in the West, we have pretty low expectations of the 
Kingdom, and for many Christians, there is little expectation of any abundance of life 
now. An evidence of this view is that there is often so little difference between those 
who profess faith and those who do not, as regards how we live. Christians are meant 
to be different. 
 
Last week I spoke about the fruit of the Spirit as being a rich blessing which we can 
enter upon and grow in now in this life. I did not mention gifts of the Spirit even though 
fruit and gifts should not be separated, because fruit lasts, but gifts pass. A character of 
Christ-likeness is another way of talking about holiness, and God’s purpose is that we 
become holy in this life. There is no limit to how holy we can become, and holiness is 
the door into sharing fellowship and the pleasures of the Father and the Son by the Holy 
Spirit. I asked last week, what more could we want in this life than to be like Christ and 
close to the Father? Consideration of the Fruit of the Spirit shows that it is spiritual, it is 



internal, it is a hidden work of the Spirit, but it is a real taste and encounter with of the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
Last week and the week before, I spoke about how the kingdom of God has broken into 
the present age. This is the in-breaking of the age to come.  However, unlike the 
expectation of the people of the Old Testament and the disciples of Jesus, the coming 
of the Kingdom of God did not eradicate the rule of the devil instantly with its coming. 
This evil rule is called the present evil age in the Bible. The position we live in today as 
Christians is that we have been set free from the rule of this present evil age and are 
transferred into the Kingdom of God’s beloved Son, which is called the age to come. 
However, the old rule has not as yet been removed, so we live in the presence of both 
the evil kingdom, and the glorious kingdom to come! We are now citizens of the 
Kingdom of God, but still have a lot of experience of the devil’s rule, and these remnants 
of corruption are to be killed off by us even as we grow in the Fruit of the Spirit. This 
accounts for the temptations, the sins and falls we experience, the internal and external 
battles and difficulties we encounter, and explains why the world is a beautiful and a 
terrible place.  
 
If we understand something of why things are as they are, it will help us to live up to our 
calling in a fuller way, and help us in our struggles with our sin and corruptions. Sadly, 
many people think that they have to be good to go to God for help to be holy! In fact we 
need God’s grace and help if we are to be changed at all. Some people will not pray 
unless they feel they are in God’s good books. We pray because we need God to help 
us in our temptations and when we hover on the brink of sin, and when we walk willfully 
or fall into the pit of sin.  We need God every moment whether we think we have been 
good or bad, we need God’s help to become and to live as Christians.  
 
Today I want to look firstly at an Old Testament incident which tells us about the 
Kingdom of God, and then start to look at the Parables of Matthew chapter 13, parables 
specifically about the Kingdom of God and how it is manifest in this present evil age. 
 
Read Daniel 2.31-35 
 
Read around this passage to get the background. The point is that the statue in the 
king’s dream refers to several coming kingdoms which would rise and fall by being 
struck by the stone cut out without hands. This rock is the Kingdom of God that will exist 
alongside other kingdoms, but at the last will be the only kingdom left. This dream 
referred to a succession of kingdoms which would follow, and that the Kingdom of God 
would eventually be the supreme kingdom. This was the Jewish expectation of what 
would happen when Messiah, Jesus, came. They expected that the coming of the 
Messiah would be the event which would precipitate the coming of the age to come in 
its fullness with the eradication of all evil and all other kingdoms. This explains the 
questions and disappointment of the disciples when Jesus did not become a king and 
bring the present evil age to an end.  
 
How do we know that this is true?  



 
Read Matthew 13 verse 11. The NIV uses the word ‘secret.’ Other translations use the 
word ‘mystery.’ When Jesus came, He revealed a mystery, a secret known to God 
which He had known and planned from the beginning but which up to this point had not 
been revealed. A word about mystery. In present use, we use the word mystery when 
we are faced with something which is hard to fathom or to work out. We use it to 
describe a situation where we have no idea as to what has happened. Imagine that we 
come home one day, and the kitchen floor is flooded. No one else has been in the 
house, there are no leaks, the taps are turned off, and no pets have been naughty. Why 
is the floor wet? We don’t know, it’s a mystery, inexplicable! We may never get to the 
bottom of what has happened. 
 
This is not how the Bible uses the word mystery. The Old Testament prophets knew that 
Messiah was to come. John the Baptist recognized Him. The people speculated 
whether Jesus was the promised one to come or not. However, the ending of the 
present evil age did not happen, so most doubted that Jesus was the actual Messiah. It 
is at this point that the mystery, the secret of the kingdom is revealed by Jesus. He did 
not deny that a point would come in the future when the Kingdom would come with 
power and that the wicked would be gathered up and burned in the fire, and that the 
righteous would be gathered in. However, He taught that the Kingdom had come now to 
those who believe, but the separation and the eradication of all evil awaited a future 
day. It was not a one event process, but it was a bit more convoluted than expected. 
The mystery of the Kingdom is that it has come, but not yet in its fullness and in every 
detail, and in its full power and glory. There is a gap between the coming of the 
Kingdom of God and the end of the age. In the meantime both kingdoms are present on 
the earth, and this was a new insight to all the disciples. 
 
We are going to work through the parables in Matthew 13 beginning with the parable of 
the sower. This is a well-loved and well known parable, and numerous people have 
spoken and written on it. However, I will be looking at it in the strictest sense. 
 
Many people think that Jesus spoke in parables in order to ensure that people 
understood His message. This does not seem to be what He says in verses 11-15. We 
are told here that while Jesus told stories, and who does not love a good story, they 
were not necessarily told and understood by the people who heard them. Indeed these 
verses tell us that it was only to a few that the mystery, which is the subject of the 
parable, is given. It is one thing to hear and enjoy a good story, but it is another to 
understand what the story teller means by it.  
 
The mystery is like a ‘who done it’ book. We don’t find out who the murderer is until the 
end of the book, up until then it is a mystery to us. However, it was not a mystery to the 
planner and author of the story. It was a known intention, but was not revealed until the 
time chosen by the author. This is like the mystery of the Kingdom of God. God planned 
this all along, but did not make it known until Jesus came. 
 



In verse 18, Jesus tells us the reason, the whole point of the parable. It is to explain the 
nature of the Kingdom which has broken into history and time. Verses 16-17 shows us 
that the mystery is not revealed to the whole world, but only to the disciples of Jesus. 
This takes us back to a reference from John chapter 3 where Jesus speaking to 
Nicodemus tells him that he must be born again, born from above, born of the Holy 
Spirit, because unless he is, he cannot see the kingdom. This is the mystery of the 
kingdom, believers can perceive it and live in its blessings, but the world as yet is 
completely blind to it and cannot see it.   
 
I am trying to be strict here about the nature of parables. A parable is a homely story 
about something which is well known to the people being spoken to. A parable about 
farming would be of interest to a farming community and the picture painted would be 
familiar, however that does not mean that the meaning of the parable would be easily 
understood. Parables are homely stories which make one important point, and we are 
told that the story of the sower is a parable. 
 
The other sort of story is an allegory where all or most of the characters or events in the 
story carries its own significance. We are not meant to turn parables into allegories. The 
Parable of the Good Samaritan has some commentators using it as an allegory where 
the Inn is the church and the Good Samaritan is the Pope, and what is argued about is 
what the coins represent. This is good fun to do, and truth can be preached in this way, 
but here the parable is being used as an allegory or as an illustration, the main point of 
the story is often missed. 
 
The other parables in chapter 13 must be used to interpret each of the other parables 
so as not to miss the main point. The main point of these parables is to teach that the 
Kingdom of God comes almost secretly, quietly into the world and has a true effect on 
those who believe, but that at this point in history, faith and reception of the good news 
of the Kingdom will not be so forceful that all will respond. In this present age, there will 
be many who will not bow their knees to Christ but will disregard Him and mock those 
who do believe. However, the day is going to come when every knee will bow, not 
necessarily in salvation, but before the awesome power of Christ’s coming. 
 
I am not discounting in any way the many books which have been written on these 
parables which go into details about the different soils and what happened to the seed 
which fell on the three infertile soils. I have even read accounts of some who have taken 
issue with the method of the sower sowing onto a path which was obviously wasteful of 
the good seed, but that is a detail to fill out the story. The Kingdom of God comes as a 
small seed, but will end up a harvest. The Parable is about the certainty of the 
consummation of the Kingdom of God even if its inception is small and apparently 
insignificant. The other interpretations are good examples of teaching about the 
importance of how we respond to the word and other things, but do not miss the 
teaching on the nature of the Kingdom. The nature of the Kingdom of God is that it is 
here now, but hidden to unbelievers. The Kingdom of God is here now, but not in its all-
pervasive power, which is yet to come. In this present evil age, people will still be able 



to reject the Kingdom, but still our calling and duty is to tell them of it, pray for them and 
plead with them to call out to God for illuminating mercy. 
 
Let me repeat and remind us again, in this life, Christians can experience the power and 
blessings of the age to come but not yet fully. I suspect that the truth is that there is so 
much in God for us to seek in this life that we will never get to the end of it, so have no 
reason to feel deprived in any way while we await the coming of the Kingdom of God in 
its fullness. The store house is full, it will last us through the whole winter of this 
imperfect life. However, in this present evil age, we will still be beset with opposition 
from our flesh, from the world and from the devil. 
 
It would do us good to read through a Gospel and take note of the challenges Jesus 
experienced in the world. If the Son of God did not have an easy journey, why should 
we complain or be surprised if we also have many bumpy bits on our roads? Why 
should we be surprised by a bumpy flight due to air turbulence? It is important that we 
also grow in the promises given and blessings bestowed. We are to enjoy being blessed 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places as well as facing with courage and 
joyfulness the troubles and set-backs which come in life. 
 
Matthew 13.1-23 The Parable of the Sower. 
 
I have already said that parables are not allegories though it is nice to treat them this 
way. Many books which refer to this parable use it to illustrate other truths other than 
the nature of the Kingdom of God. We are going to try to stick to the point of what this 
parable tells us and assures us about the Kingdom of God. Let me pick out three 
important interpretative words of Jesus as regards the story.  
 
Verse 19. – The parable is about the message of the Kingdom and how different people 
respond to it. It will not be universally accepted, but neither will it be universally rejected. 
 
Verse10 -11. – Jesus explains why He speaks in parables. The secret, the mystery of 
the Kingdom is not something which is subject to human reasoning, it is something 
revealed by God as He wills and to those to whom He chooses to reveal it. This means 
that the Message of the Kingdom can be revealed to anyone of God’s choosing, and of 
any age, nationality, any degree of intellectual capacity. For example, Nicodemus was a 
teacher of the Jews, a clever man, an educated man, yet we are told in John chapter 3 
that he could not see the Kingdom unless he was born from above! Education and 
intellect were not enough to open his understanding or spiritual eyes. This is why we 
need to pray for ourselves and others in our congregations. People can sit in Church all 
their lives and still not get it! Pray for our spiritual eyes to be opened. 
 
Verses 16-17. – These verses say it plainly. The message of the Kingdom, an 
understanding of the Kingdom is a supreme blessing and comes from God alone. The 
world does not as yet know or see the Kingdom of God, because it takes a work of God 
in our souls to awaken us and enable us to see. Martin Luther translated the Bible into 
German because he had a concern for the Jewish people in the nation to return to God. 



He hoped and believed that once they had the Bible in a language which they could 
understand that they would see that Jesus was their Messiah and turn back to God in 
repentance and enter upon the blessedness of salvation. Sadly this did not happen, 
even though they now had the Bible in their own language. In his sadness and 
bitterness at this lack of response, Luther said some things which were later used to 
justify terrible treatment of the Jews. Beware of disappointments. Take them to God, not 
to men! Beware of thinking that intellect alone can inherit the Kingdom. It is a message 
that God alone can reveal. 
 
The teaching of the Kingdom in this parable. 
 
The main point of this parable is that the Kingdom is here now, the seed has been sown 
and it will produce a crop, but not all will receive it. The Kingdom of God is here now, 
but there are contrary forces, the world, the flesh and the devil which act alone or in 
combination to render the effect of the Kingdom of God null and void. This is one 
explanation of why Churches are composed of such a mixed multitude. Church 
attendance proves nothing other than attendance. It is fruit, Christ-likeness, love for 
God, obedience to God, which shows that we are good soil. If we understand this and 
think about it, it will probably lead us to question what Church actually is and what our 
priorities should be. Is it enough to have people come to use the buildings we have for 
this or that purpose and call it Church? I know of one congregation who in the past 
included in their numbers of youth in the Church, the entire number of a uniformed 
organization who used the halls, but never came to any Church services, Bible studies, 
prayer meetings and the like. They were eventually caught out, and there was a bit of 
an argument about it all.  
 
The thrust of this parable is that the Kingdom of God has broken into this world, but that 
there is still a contrary force opposing it. The Kingdom of God had come, but not in its 
all-conquering power and glory, but can be rejected by people and even those who are 
stirred by it can be robbed of it, or choked by the present evil age. I used to wonder in 
past times why it was that in a meeting where God’s power was very evident, not 
everyone was aware of it, and not everyone responded. This is the reason, it is because 
the Kingdom has not come in its full power, but as a revealed secret to those who have 
hearts ready to receive it.  
 
The parable goes on to tell us that the coming and sincere reception of the Kingdom in 
this present age will have a variable outcome. It will produce 30, 60 or 100 fold. Each of 
us will have an experience of the Kingdom that varies. This will be because of the 
combination of two factors, the degree of the gift from God and the degree to which we 
do something with what we are given. 
 
Matthew 13.31-33 The Mustard seed and the yeast.       
 
I want to mention these paired parables at this stage because they instruct us how to 
think of the Kingdom in this present life. They tell us something very important to 



encourage us while we live with the now but not yet, the presence of the Kingdom of 
God as a mystery, but not yet revealed to all the world.  
 
These parables are often interpreted as parables of growth. They are spoken of as if the 
Kingdom is going to grow and increase constantly in this world until as we near the end, 
it is a great shrub and predominates. This is a lovely idea, and I wish it were true. 
However, even a cursory reading of Church History confirms to us that there have been 
great advances of the Church and the faith in different places and times only to be 
followed by the near extinction of the Church at a later date. Where is the great church 
of Jerusalem, or that of the Ephesians, and in Egypt? What became of the Churches in 
the Book of Revelation? What will become of the Church of Scotland? The Church of 
Scotland was very much responsible for the Presbyterian Church in Korea and Brazil, 
America and parts of Africa. These nations are now, and have been sending 
missionaries to us since we have so declined in adherence to truth and the rising of 
false doctrine. The history of the Church is of rising and falling tides, not of constancy 
and continual growth in any nation or time. 
 
The thought that the parable of the mustard seed as a parable of growth is further 
discredited by this fact. A mustard seed grows into a bush quickly. If the Parable’s 
objective was to teach about growth, an oak tree would be a much more credible option 
as it grows slowly and grows strong. Likewise, yeast in flour grows quickly. The object of 
these two parables is to tell us of the absolute certainty of the coming of the Kingdom in 
its fullness. The mustard seed is small and insignificant, but do not fear, it will be a great 
shrub, but we do not know when. A little yeast is put into flour, and to all extent and 
purpose is lost in it. However, do not fear, the end is certain, the flour will all be 
leavened! 
 
The purpose of these parables is to assure us that even though the coming of the 
Kingdom is hidden at present to the majority of the world, and to the majority of the 
people we brush shoulders with day by day, the day is coming when it will be revealed 
in its fullness and then all will see it! The parables are given here to assure us and 
encourage us to patience and endurance even if what we see of the Kingdom of God 
now seems so little.  
 
It is important that we see the end which is to come of a certainty, even in these days in 
which we now live. We do not as yet see everything in subjection to Christ, but we see 
Jesus, seated at the Fathers right hand in glory, and this is the assurance that all that 
He has promised is in process, and the fullness of the Kingdom will come. We may see 
it in our life-time, but even if not, we live in the blessings of the coming future just like 
Paul and the Apostles did, just as Luther and Calvin, the Wesley‘s and Whitfield did, just 
as Billy Graham did, and just as every sincere believer does. Therefore, we have hope 
and expectancy, and joy, even in the midst of the cut and thrust of this evil age.   


