
Sunday 23rd May. 2021 
Pentecost 

Acts 1.1-5 & 2.1-24. 
 

Away with our fears, our troubles and tears! 

The Spirit is come, the witness of Jesus returned to His home; 

The pledge of our Lord to His heaven restored 

Is sent from the sky, and tells us our Head is exalted on high. 

 

Our Advocate there, by His blood and His prayer 

The gift hath obtained, for us He hath prayed and the Comforter gained; 

Our glorified Head His Spirit hath shed, with His people to stay, 

And never again will He take Him away. 

 

Our heavenly guide with us shall abide, 

His comforts impart, and set up His kingdom of love in the heart. 

The heart that believes His kingdom receives, 

His power and His peace, His life and His joy everlasting increase. 

 

The presence divine doth inwardly shine, 

The Shekinah shall rest on all our assemblies and glow on our breast; 

By day and by night the pillar of light our steps shall attend, 

And convoy us safe to our prosperous end. 

 

Then let us rejoice in heart and in voice, 

Our leader pursue, and shout as we travel the wilderness through; 

With the Spirit remove to Zion above, triumphant arise, 

And walk with our God till we fly to the skies. 

 



This is a hymn written by Charles Wesley and all I can say about it is that it is one of the 

most compact pieces of theology of the Holy Spirit ever written. It would pay dividends 

to memorise it and ponder it with an open Bible and explore the many facets of the 

Spirit that it points us towards. This is the purpose of hymns, and spiritual songs. They 

are principally to convey truth, to instruct, encourage and edify. Giving pleasure to us is 

the least of their benefits. People can sing the Messiah without faith and know nothing 

of God, I wish they would refrain from doing so, as they could actually be mocking God! 

In the same way hymn singing is not just to entertain us or to satisfy the desire of 

musicians to perform. We are called to sing to the Lord and to each other to glorify God, 

and to edify ourselves. 

Today is the Sunday marked down in the calendar which we associate with Pentecost. 

Pentecost was a Jewish feast day which fell 50 days after the feast of first fruits. It is the 

Jewish feast of Weeks, but for the Christian church it marks the day of the outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit in a new way upon those who believed. 

Many people refer to Pentecost as the birthday of the Church and there is much truth in 

this in a sense. Most certainly the purposes and plans of God advanced in a most 

significant way on that day. However to say and hold firmly to this idea that the Church 

was born at Pentecost can tend to create a rift in our thinking between the Old 

Testament days and the days of the New Testament. This often leads people to 

separate the two era’s in an unhelpful way. Some see the Old Testament as the era of 

Law while the New Testament is the era of grace. Some say that the Old Testament 

was characterised by the God of wrath while the New Testament era is characterised by 

Jesus and the love of Christ. Some see the Old Testament as devoid of the Holy Spirit 

by and large, and the New Testament as the era of the presence of the Holy Spirit.  

These distinctions are not nearly as solid as many seem to think. Both Testaments have 

the Law. Indeed Jesus said that He had not come to abolish the Law but to fulfil it. He 

also said that those who seek to take anything away from the Law will be least in the 

Kingdom of Heaven. The change which Jesus taught was how we become righteous. It 

is purely by grace, but the righteousness is still described by the Law. Both Testaments 

are full of grace. Noah found grace in God’s eyes, as did Abraham, all the Patriarchs, 

those who were delivered from Egypt and given the land promised by God to Abraham 

were led by grace. Even the providences of God for all mankind are demonstrations of 

God’s grace in every age.  

 

As for the Holy Spirit, we read in the Old Testament of the Holy Spirit coming upon 

people. By what agency did the prophets speak? It was by the working of the Holy 

Spirit. Indeed, the Holy Spirit has a prime role in the very creation of the world! 

Therefore, to say that grace, love and the presence of the Holy Spirit is mostly a New 

Testament matter is far from true. Indeed, some of the most astonishing things we learn 

about in the Bible, some of the greatest miracles and wonders are found in the Old 



Testament, the Exodus and the settlement in the land of Canaan. Neither can we say 

that the Old Testament era lacked glory and splendour. This would be to dismiss the 

wonders of the reigns of David and Solomon, the exalted state of the nation of Israel at 

some times, and to dismiss the wisdom of Proverbs, the beauty of the Song of Songs 

and to detract from the Christian’s God given hymn book, the Book of Psalms. To think 

for a moment that these writings were only the fruit of a human mind is to have missed 

the plot entirely! There is probably more Holy Spirit found in the Psalms than most of us 

could ever cope with. I think that it is a good thing to read slowly through Psalms and 

when we have finished at number 150, to start at number 1 again. Psalms 1 and 2 

actually contain the whole plan of God as regards personal and cosmic salvation. The 

rest of the Psalms are largely expositions of these themes. 

If we see grace, love and the Holy Spirit in both of the Testaments, it will protect us from 

much foolishness and save us from going down many dead end streets. Indeed, the 

reading of the Old Testament will enrich our understanding of the New Testament. We 

will gain richness as regards Christian fruit and gifts by studying them in the light of the 

Old Testament and by not thinking that the source of fruit and gifts somehow differs in 

the Old and New Testament. 

Some of this dividing and separating of Old and New arises because we do not 

understand that all of theology and all of the Bible is Trinitarian. All of it records the 

words and actions and reveals something of the God who is in Trinity. There is One 

God, but three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Each is fully God, none 

of the Persons of the Godhead is less than fully God, but never has this single essence 

ever ceased to be in three persons of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

 

Each Person of the Trinity has a different role to play in the plan of Salvation. The 

Father is the architect, the Son enacts the contract as it were, and the Holy Spirit is the 

One who brings it to be outworked in the world and in the lives of believers. There is 

however, never a time when the Father acts without the Son and the Holy Spirit. There 

is never a time the son acts without the Father and the Holy Spirit, and there is never a 

time when the Holy Spirit acts without the Father and the Son. The Trinity is ever One 

and ever Three, never divided. This is a great mystery, but then if we who are created, 

contingent, limited beings think that we should or can be able to fully comprehend and 

understand the infinite, eternal, boundless uncreated and unending One, then we are 

sadly deluded! God is God and we are but dust and ashes, but beloved by the Great 

One. Frederick William Faber, I think, gets nearest to wisdom regarding our perception 

of the Godhead in Trinity in his great hymn ‘The Vision of the Godhead,’ where he 

muses, 

’In glory undistinguished never have the Three seemed One, 

Nor ever in divided streams the Single Essence run.’ 



So, what then is Pentecost? It marks a new and an increased intensity of the outworking 
of God’s eternal plan. The unrolling of God’s ordained plan has reached a new place 
where the scope of Salvation is being increased and the ingathering of those people 
chosen by God has advanced outwards to the whole World. We are nearer to the end of 
the age than we were before, the day is well spent, the journey is nearer to its closure 
and the pace of travel has increased as we see the light of the eternal city lightening up 
the sky ahead of us. 

Read Acts 1.1-5 and Acts 2.1-24 

The Day of Pentecost was the day promised by the Father and declared by the 
prophets and Jesus when the Holy Spirit would be poured out in a fuller way on 
Christians than ever before. We are told that Jesus was anointed by the Spirit above His 
fellows, more than on any other person before or in the future. We are told that at 
Pentecost and subsequent to Pentecost the Holy Spirit would be with us and in us as 
would be the Father and the Son. The Father is the planner, the Son is the One by 
whom the Father’s plans are Accomplished, and the Spirit is, as it were, the hand of 
God by which the fruits, the effects of the work of Christ as regards the plan of the 
Father become active and effective within us. The three work together to one purpose, 
but each fulfilling their role. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit is God’s great and surprising purpose. God now dwells with 
man in a deeper, richer and more personal way than ever before. Now that Jesus has 
dealt with the issue of sin and death, God the Holy Spirit can now come closer, as it 
were, to us. The title of an old book comes to mind. Now, because of the Cross of Christ 
and His resurrection, we can have, ‘The life of God in the soul of Man.’ We can 
participate in the life of God to give us life and newness through new birth and the 
continual infilling and welling up within us of the spring of the water of life. Christians are 
incredible people. Not because of what we are, but because of this, that by the Holy 
Spirit God comes to live with us and in us and imparts life to us. It is because of this that 
we can have hope that we will be made holy, made more and more Christ-like. It is 
because of this life of the Holy Spirit within us that we can have hope that we will be 
purged and cleansed from the defilement of sin past, present and future. It is because of 
this indwelling of the Holy Spirit that we can have a reasonable and lively hope of 
becoming more victorious in the face of temptation, and more aware of living by the 
mercies and grace of God. 

In response to Jesus command, the disciples are gathered together in a wonderful unity 
and are at prayer. Presumably they are praising God for the Cross and the resurrection 
of Christ. Praising God and praying for the coming of the Kingdom, and in response to 
this, the Holy Spirit is given, the ascension and enthronement gift of the Father to the 
Son. Suddenly, Acts 2.2, there is a sound like a wind, and verse 3, tongues of fire 
resting on each of them. It was not actual wind, nor was it actual fire, but here the 
mystery of the person of God the Holy Spirit is displayed, it was like a wind, but no 
storm damage was done, it was like the appearance of fire, but nothing was damaged 



and no one was injured, but it was a something which was in fact the coming of a 
‘someone.’ 

They began to speak in languages which they had not learned, but which verse 11, the 
people visiting Jerusalem from different nations and languages recognised and 
understood. The disciples were not drunk or having a fit as some accused them of in 
order to dismiss the whole thing. The peoples heard them, verse 11 ‘declaring the 
wonders of God.’ Guess what, where ever the Holy Spirit works through Christians ever 
since, He declares the wonderful workings of God. This is the Mission of the Church, to 
declare the wonders of God, and this is what happened next as Peter stood up and 
preached a sermon unlike anything he had ever done before. 

What a change we see in Peter. He was still Peter, but the fear of little serving maids 
had gone, and he had a new desire and courage. Peter was often the courageous, 
impetuous one. He stepped out of the boat, but he also ran from trouble when his 
presence was needed most. But now, there was a new strength and boldness about 
him. Not only that, but he stood up and declared what it was that was happening. He 
had not spent the week before preparing and practicing his sermon to Mrs. Peter, he 
stood up and as he spoke, God gave him the words and understanding of the scripture 
from Joel which he quoted. The Holy Spirit made him an example of the Scripture he 
quoted, He was empowered by the Holy Spirit to prophesy and to direct the attention of 
the people away from the noisy event of the tongue speaking to the purpose of it all. 
The purpose of it all was to present Christ crucified, raised and glorified, and this is what 
happened such that 3000 people became Christians over that prolonged morning. We 
don’t know how long Peter spoke, but it was a long time, verse 40, there were more 
words and pleadings before all the 3000 were gathered in. 

We have in this account an important principle, a truth which we will benefit from if we 
hold it fast. The purpose of the Holy Spirit is to direct and draw attention to Jesus, not 
Himself. The purpose of Jesus is to reveal the Father. Therefore, we by the Holy Spirit, 
are given revelation into the person and ways of Christ and the Father, but the Person 
of the Holy Spirit is still mysterious as all His effort is directed to Christ and the Father 
and not upon Himself. 

This is perhaps why some Christians are very uncomfortable with the Holy Spirit. Father 
and Son are more familiar concepts to us, but a Spirit, a dove, wind and fire, oil, water 
and breath are less personal and are more difficult for us to relate to. The Authorised 
Versions use of Holy Ghost may not have helped either because today the word ghost 
raises the spectre of spookiness, strangeness and even an unhelpful type of 
supernaturalism. Some people want to cut as much of the Holy Spirit out of life as 
possible in case it is an unholy ghost they encounter! This is dangerous and sad. We 
are told that the Holy Spirit can be grieved and can be quenched by unbelief and sin 
and disobedience. How sad and serious it is if we try to reduce the Trinity into a duality! 
It will not work, it cannot work, and is it not a great insult and offence to God to attempt 
to amputate anything from Him?  



Jesus tells of an earthly father who gives good gifts to his children and then poses this 
question to us. If an earthly father gives good gifts to his children, how much more will 
our heavenly Father give good gifts to His children, and this good gift is specifically the 
Holy Spirit. Read the account in Luke chapter 11. 

 

In Acts 2 we read that people who had come to Jerusalem for the festival of Weeks 
heard the sound of these people speaking in tongues, and came running to see what all 
the noise was about. Some mocked the disciples saying that they must just be a 
drunken mob who did not know what they were doing. However, the bulk of the people 
were amazed at what they heard, because all these different nationalities with their own 
native languages heard the same things being spoken by these Galileans in their own 
languages! What they heard v11 was a declaration of the wonders of God in the 
language each understood. I emphasise this because this was utterly astonishing. We 
don’t know if those who spoke in tongues knew what they were saying, but those who 
heard them understood and must have reported back on what was said.  

Here we have a very important truth regarding the Holy Spirit which needs to be 
repeated again and again. The Holy Spirit’s work is to draw attention to Christ and to 
glorify Him. The Holy Spirit is not given to draw attention to Himself or to those who are 
speaking by Him or to their ‘ministries’ or their works. There has been a tendency, even 
in Christian circles, to make much of individual men and woman and to regard them as 
great. It is correct to give respect and honour where it is due, but it is not valid for there 
to be ‘Christian stars’ and personalities to follow. The Holy Spirit does not draw attention 
to Himself, and note how Paul in Acts 14 strenuously denies being special in Lystra and 
Derby after being hailed as a god because of the miracles he performed. He insisted 
that he was a man just like them. He did not dine out on the events. He would not have 
attention focused on him, but on Christ, and that is how it should be. 

It is important to think about these things because of the emergence in recent decades 
of the ‘Prophetic’ movement. This has largely been discredited because of excess and 
the failure of character associated with some of the more prominent members of this 
movement. However, it is on the rise once more, and so it should, because prophecy is 
one of the spiritual gifts. However, if it becomes something that leads people focus on 
the speakers claiming to prophecy, then it is again going in a false direction. Look at the 
message of Peter at Pentecost. This was the gift of prophecy being manifest at that 
time. Peter’s prophecy took Scripture, not wishful thinking, and explained it and directed 
the people to Christ as the focus and fulfilment of the scriptures and there was an effect. 
The effect was not entertainment or excitement about something which it was said 
would happen in the future, but its direct focus was on what Jesus had done on the 
Cross and the need of people to respond to that. By the end of the morning, 3000 
people had believed and were baptised, and the Church in Jerusalem and in the world 
had taken a big step forward. Prophecy and the word go together. Anything else may be 
a word of knowledge or a word of wisdom, but it is not prophecy as it is described in the 
Bible.  



One of the sad features of the ‘stars of the various movements’ of recent years has 
been the number of them who have fallen foul to the idea that if God uses them in 
significant and powerful ways that this somehow endorses all they say and do. This is 
not so. Gifts tell us about the giver, not about the delivery boy. The signs and wonders 
tell us and point us to the doer of these, God by His Spirit. If we focus on the delivery 
boy, even if it is Paul the apostle, we become idolatrous, and that is not a good thing. 
The Holy Spirit will always and only glorify the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us provide for the 
messenger, but we should not seek to make him or her king!    

 

Luke 11 teaches us that the Holy Spirit will be given to those who ask for Him. Paul in 
Ephesians 5.19 tells us to be being filled with the Holy Spirit. Why are we to do this? 
Think of the food which God gave the people in the desert, the Manna. It was to be 
gathered each day. Psalms tells us that God’s mercy is new every morning. To be filled 
with the Holy Spirit is a definite experience, but it requires continually to be renewed and 
refreshed. That is just the way God has designed it. God does not want us to be filled 
and then to ignore Him for the rest of our lives, but the filling of the Holy Spirit daily is a 
relational thing. It is like Adam walking with God in the cool of the day, it is fellowship 
and life. It is a stream of water which flows into us and from us. It is a flow and not a 
stagnant pond, living, not static.  

No matter how we look at it a change came upon the believers after the day of Pentecost. 
There was an overflowing of life that spread to others and the number of people who 
believed was multiplied. The people whom God used were those same disciples who had 
got so much wrong and who had fled from Jesus in the hour of His greatest need. Now 
they were brave, vocal, fearless, motivated and empowered. All of a sudden, everything 
they had been taught came together and took on a reality and had an assurance which 
caused them to act as they did. This is to me one of the most wonderful aspects of the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, He makes things we know in our heads become active in 
our lives. 

Imagine this scenario. Your best friend tells you that her friend who works in a jewellery 
shop has told her and now she is telling you, that your long term boy-friend was in the 
shop and was looking at engagement rings. How do you react? Is he about to ask the 
question? You think from all the evidence that it is about to happen, but you are not 
engaged until the question is asked and the ring slipped on the finger! Before Pentecost, 
everything promised was expected, but had not yet happened. Pentecost was like that 
moment of engagement when everything changed, and the hopes became a reality! 

A. W Tozer wrote a little book many years ago entitled, How to be Baptised with the Holy 
Spirit. It is a wise book. He points out that we do not and cannot earn the coming of the 
Spirit. He points out that the giving of the Holy Spirit to Believers is a central part of the 
great plan and purpose of God for salvation. This is what He desires for us, this is 
something which Jesus died and was raised to accomplish. We are not given the Holy 
Spirit because we are good, we are given the Holy Spirit because we need Him to make 



us holy. Tozer tells us that no one will receive the Holy Spirit who does not ask and really 
desire Him, and when He does come and fill us, we will know that something has 
happened. We may not burst out speaking in tongues and preaching a message as 
powerful as Peter on that day, but there will be a something which changes, the seed will 
break the surface of the soil and begin to grow. In Luke 11, Jesus tells us to ask for the 
Spirit, seek and to knock and to do so until He is given to fill our lives. 

The path of growth is to empty us and fill us. To increase our capacity to receive the Spirit 
by taking out the rubbish from us. This will result in a change of our interests, priorities 
which will filter down into the daily outworking of our lives. Our spiritual ill-health will 
change gradually, or by jumps, to health, and the way we see and interact with the world 
will also be changed. God will seem to us to be nearer and dearer. God will seem to be 
more kind and loving than ever we thought, and this will affect our attitudes and behaviour 
towards others. When the populous looked at the Christians and commented as to ‘how 
these Christians love one another,’ this was the effect of the Holy Spirit living and working 
in them. 

Whenever we are being filled by the Holy Spirit, we are alive inside and thriving inside no 
matter what else is happening in the world about us. Whenever we are slack as regards 
the cultivation of the Holy Spirits presence, we languish and the Church languishes even 
though it may be ever so busy doing things. Busyness is not evangelism, busyness is not 
a sign of spiritual life, it is often the evidence of the church having lost its way and doing 
what it thinks people expect the Church to be doing. 

Look again at the opening words of Peter’s sermon. In effect he tells the people that they 
are in real trouble because they helped kill the man who is the Lord of Glory. Is he trying 
to win friends and influence people? Is he trying to show that Christians are nice people? 
No, he is telling God’s truth in order that his hearers will come to salvation! A true working 
of the Holy Spirit will result in salvation or persecution – always.  

Therefore, this Pentecost Sunday, if you are a believer but you have never known this 
burst of divine life and love come into your heart, become determined to ask, seek and 
knock until God pours out His Spirit from on high and the Holy Spirit becomes a spring of 
life in our souls rising up in ever increasing fullness.   

The gift of the Holy Spirit is Jesus enthronement gift. He died to gain this promise for us. 
It is in God’s eternal plan that those who believe should become partakers of the divine 
nature and divine supply of life. This is what the Holy Spirit is given to us to do, to make 
us like Christ and to bring us to know Him. Therefore, ask, seek, knock for the Holy Spirit 
and for the continual flow of His person and presence in our hearts and lives. 

 

  

  


