
Sunday 16th May 2021 
The Kingdom of God and the Sermon on the Mount 

Matthew 5-7 
 

The Sermon on the Mount is an account of the teaching which Jesus directed especially 
to His disciples during His earthly ministry. If ever there was a sermon of sermons this is 
it! It flows along covering a lot of very important teaching, but it does so in a way that 
encapsulates the whole of the Bible’s teaching on what the member of God’s family 
should look like and how they should live. This sermon is Jesus manifesto for the 
people of the Kingdom. Within these short chapters, the Kingdom of God is referred to 
six times and also heavily alluded to. These references relate to the coming of the 
kingdom and what character is produced in us as it works in us and then instructs us 
how to live in an appropriate manner under the rule of the Kingdom, the rule of God. 
 
I had thought that this week I would continue to look at more parables of the Kingdom in 
Matthew 13, but Pentecost Sunday is almost here, and I want to talk about the Holy 
Spirit at that time. I have decided to look at the references to the Kingdom in the 
Sermon on the Mount because they encapsulate so many important principles in a 
concise manner.  
 
I will take them as they occur in the text and briefly say something about each 
reference. What will be said is only a thumb nail sketch of the material. For further 
study, should you wish to do so, I would recommend the following. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
has a two volume book called ‘The Sermon on the Mount.’ These are a collection of 
sermons preached by him and they present an approachable and valuable treatment of 
this text. In a slightly different vein, Thomas Watson has a single volume book of the 
same title. Watson was a Puritan Divine of high reputation for his ability to open truth to 
the ordinary man, and so is also worthy of a look. Don’t be put off by Watson, you will 
get your eye into his language and turn of phrase if you persist! 
 
The first reference of the Kingdom is found in the first Beatitude in Matthew chapter 5 
and verse 3. The Beatitudes are an exposition of Christ-like character, and each one 
begins with a benediction, a blessing. The word ‘blessed’ has a number of ways by 
which it can be expressed. We are quite used to hearing people use ‘bless’ in a way 
rather differently than the way it is used in the Bible. An adult may look at a child 
painting a bit of fridge art and looking on them with a mixture of pity and pleasure turn to 
the parent and say, ‘Bless, he’s doing a painting for mummy, bless!’ 
 
That is nice, but in the passage blessed means ‘happy,’  ‘this is the person to speak well 
of,’ ‘this is the happy person,’ ‘this is the person to be envied.’ It has a much stronger 
meaning than mere sentiment or a vague niceness in a pathetic sense. Verse 13 says 
something which we are often blind to because it is a familiar saying to us. 
 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
For theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.’ 



We usually associate the having of an estate or a kingdom with rich and powerful people, 
with men and women who appear to have life under control and are confident, assertive, 
self-assured and usually all this sprinkled with a good degree of ruthless ambition. 
Perhaps we would think of people like Bill Gates or the CEO’s of other companies who 
are, or have ‘made their mark upon the world.’ This is not what we are told here! Rather 
than the Kingdom belonging or being only for such self-made people, this Beatitude says 
it is those who are poor in spirit who will possess the Kingdom.  
 
The verse contains a statement of fact, that the poor in spirit are in fact the people to 
envy, who are the happy ones, who are blessed by God. Then we are told the grounds 
for this assertion. Such are happy because they, and they alone, are capable of receiving 
the Kingdom, and they alone will be given it. This is not a statement telling us that it is 
wrong in itself to be successful or have a shrewd head for business, but it deals with who 
it is that God will do business with! There are many people who in the eyes of the world 
have successful and happy lives, lives that others envy, but who are nothing in God’s 
eyes. The story of the rich man and Lazarus should settle that debate forever. On the 
other hand, the history of Abraham should also settle that it is good to be wealthy as long 
as we have the wealth and the wealth has not got us! There is a great difference between 
the two! 
 
Let us look at the two assertions, what they don’t mean, and what they do mean. 
  
Firstly, what poverty of spirit is not. 
Poverty of spirit is not a groveling sense of inferiority. It is not a painful shyness or a 
diminished mental or emotional capacity. It is not a sickly false humility or feigned self–
depreciation as exhibited by Uriah Heap in a Dickens novel. It is not a manipulative 
technique to engender pity from others so that we can exploit their false view of us. 
Poverty of spirit is not mental, physical or emotional incapacity, or some sort of handicap, 
mental disorder or learning difficulty. It has nothing to do with our genes or upbringing, 
health, wealth or social standing. Moses was the greatest of the Old Testament leaders, 
but was also the meekest man who ever lived other than Christ. It is not being devoid of 
the Holy Spirit because it is only possible for us to be poor in spirit if we are being filled 
with the Holy Spirit.  
 
Secondly, what poverty of spirit is. 
Poverty of spirit arises entirely from what we see of ourselves when we look at God. The 
two must go together. Nothing will humble us more than to be exposed to the holiness of 
God. The classic example of this can be found in Isaiah 6 where Isaiah has an encounter 
with a vision of the person, the holiness of God. He cried out, ‘woe is me.’ The reason he 
did so was because in seeing the blistering light and transcendence of the glory of God’s 
holiness, he became aware, as never before of the gulf that existed between the person 
of God and himself. He saw his nothingness as he saw God. We also see this in Genesis 
18.17 when Abraham was praying for Sodom. Abraham was a great man, a wealthy man, 
a man with whom God had made a covenant to prosper and bless, a man who God called 
a friend, yet he refers to himself as ‘dust and ashes.’ That is poverty of spirit. It is what 
happens to a soul who gets a glimpse of God’s otherness, greatness and purity and in so 



doing sees that any claim he thought he had on self-existence, greatness or holiness is 
hollow and insignificant. 
 
In the New Testament, there is the account of a good servant who even when he had 
done all that he could for his master could only truly say that all he had done was his duty, 
and that he was an unprofitable servant at best. This is poverty of spirit, a ruthless 
realization that before God we have nothing to offer Him which He has not given us in the 
first place, and even when we do all that is commanded, it was but our duty to do it. We 
have nothing to commend ourselves to God. Every breath is a gift from God, every muscle 
we use to work and play and worship is a gift from God, none of these things earns 
anything from God. This does not mean that we are not capable of giving God pleasure. 
Obedience and faithfulness gives God pleasure. Our giving of ourselves and all we have 
gives God pleasure. As a little boy, I was given pocket money. When I bought my parents 
a present for Christmas, it gave them pleasure, even though every penny I spent came 
from them in the first instance. It was because the gift was given out of love that it gave 
pleasure. However, that is not all that is involved in being poor in spirit. There is the 
promised benefit. 
 
The Blessedness of poverty of spirit. 
The blessedness of being poor in spirit is that such people are given the Kingdom. They 
alone are the people who can receive the gift of the Kingdom. In this setting, the 
blessedness is that such people are assured, confident, wealthy and strong not in 
themselves, but in the love and grace of God. Having nothing of self within us, we are 
able to receive the love and grace of God. Full hands cannot receive, empty hands receive 
best. If we think that we have anything in ourselves that commends us to God, or that He 
needs from us, we are still not completely poor in spirit.  
 
People who are sincerely poor in spirit are to be envied because even though they may 
not possess the things the world regards as desirable, they are being satisfied and filled 
with the love and grace of God, with His joys and His pleasures. It is the poor in spirit who 
are rich in spiritual life. This does not exclude being wealthy and clever and all these 
things, but they do not give the blessedness being proposed in this passage. The kingdom 
is therefore different from anything we have ever experienced before in the world. The 
joys of it exist in plenty and in want, in earthly joys as well as our sorrows, it is food from 
heaven directly to our souls.  
 
The second passage is found in Matthew 5.10 
 

‘Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’ 

 
Would you agree with me that this cuts right across everything that most of us think? 
The Kingdom of God is very different to any other kingdom. Those who are persecuted 
for righteousness are blessed because they hold true to God even at the risk of all they 
have, hold dear and even life itself. I do not believe that our generation of Christians in 
the West has yet worked through what this could mean. We hear accounts from Korea 



and China and some of the Muslim nations of some who come to faith in Christ being 
killed by family or betrayed into the hands of the authorities by a spouse or children. In 
Korea, children in schools are asked if anyone in their family has a ‘black book,’ 
meaning a Bible. If they have, the whole family will be arrested and sent for  ‘re-
education.’ This is essentially a concentration camp, these camps have not ended with 
Hitler or Stalin. 
 
The history of the Church has been liberally sprinkled with the blood of martyrs, so 
much so that in the early years of the Church, one of the Fathers, Tertullian, stated that 
the ‘blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.’ By this he meant that persecution 
actually contributed to the growth of the Church. There are very few things in western 
life that are worth dying for, but faith is one of them.  
 
God notes those who lose their lives for His sake, for holding the faith in the face of the 
threat of suffering and death. Hence, such are blessed because they are especially 
precious to God. Not all persecution ends in martyrdom. In many countries, and even in 
the UK, Christians are overlooked for good jobs or for promotion because they do not 
toe the party line. In other countries, even those which receive aid from the UK, 
Christians are at the bottom of the distribution list, or missed out entirely. Persecution of 
Christians is real and endemic, indeed many say that of all social groups, Christians 
face more persecution than any other people today. I suspect we will see this coming to 
the UK more and more in coming years. I hope this will be so in one sense, because 
revival is often the other-side of the coin of persecution. We should prepare ourselves 
for this while not seeking it or courting it. It has actually always been this way. I only 
recently learned that C.H Spurgeon received a voluminous hate mail during his life time!  
 
The next reference to the Kingdom is in chapter 5 verse 19. 
I think that the desire to be great, to have significance in the world is something which 
God built into us when He created humanity in His image, male and female He created 
us. However, the greatness and significance He made part of us was that we were the 
pinnacle of creation and the subjects of His great love and affection. All this was marred 
and twisted and perverted by the fall. The Old Testament alludes to this by telling us 
that after the fall mankind wanted to make monuments to themselves and to ascend to 
the heavens, hence the Tower of Babel. In other places we are told that the heroism of 
faith and devotion was so perverted by sin that men became heroes of drinking and 
empire building, none of which gives the peace and joy that being right with God does. 
 
We all have a desire to be great, and we pick things we are good at, sports, education, 
making money and so on. The disciples of Jesus used to argue amongst themselves 
who was the greatest and Jesus showed them a child and spoke of servanthood as the 
marks of true greatness in this life. I wonder how many of us would, if asked what true 
greatness consisted of would state that it was obedience to the Word. I think that I have 
said in other places that obedience to the word is a very neglected and important 
matter. Obedience may well prove to be costly and heartbreaking for many. I know of 
friends who have remained celibate rather than marry someone who was not a 
Christian. For some of these it has been a heartbreaking decision because it does not 



mean that they have not known love, nor that they do not feel deeply the loneliness of 
not having children of their own. However, I often think that these people are blessed 
and will be blessed because of what for now has been costly obedience. In the Gospel 
of John chapter 6 verse 60 we are told that many of those who were disciples of Jesus 
withdrew from Him because His teaching was too hot to handle! It has been this way 
ever since. Obedience is more desirable to God than sacrifice because it sets the 
course of the rest of our lives, and is not something which has only short term 
consequences.  
 
I wonder how many more tears there will be in my life-time over obedience and its 
consequences. Of being misunderstood, spoken against, accused and ridiculed. I 
wonder what the people who lived while Noah was building his ark said about him. Do 
you remember that Jesus was scandalized and called all sorts of things because He 
walked in obedience to the Word of His Father? If they treated Christ that way, we 
should not be surprised when such treatment come our way! However, the Scriptures 
commend such as obey no matter what the consequences. This is a serious word for 
today because so much of what calls itself church is living in disobedience, and 
encouraging others to do the same. That is not the Kingdom if we live in such a way. I 
speak to myself here firstly. 
 
The next mention of the Kingdom is very well known. It is the first pure petition of the 
Lord’s Prayer. This prayer, for some reason, is even said at humanistic funerals, go 
figure! In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus gives us a masterclass in His practice of prayer. We 
are told in these petitions the subjects which are dear to Christ’s heart and the heart of 
the Father. The first matter for intercession is for the Kingdom of God to come.  
 
The Kingdom has already come, but not yet in its fullness. The Kingdom has come 
already, but it is not to be presumed upon or taken for granted. For example, the Manna 
in the desert was given fresh and anew every morning and the people were to collect 
enough for their daily sustenance each day. The daily giving of the manna lasted the 
whole time they were in the desert, it did not fail or falter, but had to be gathered each 
day. So it is with the Kingdom, we are to seek it afresh for every day, even while we 
seek the coming of the Kingdom in its future fullness. If we do not pray for the granting 
of what is already given while also praying for what is yet to come, we will become guilty 
of presumption and our desires for the blessedness of the Kingdom will flag and fail. 
This is inevitable no matter what excuses we come up with.    
 
If we are not praying for the Kingdom to be expressed in our lives, it will be the kingdom 
of the devil which will grow up in us. Just as in the parable of the sower, neglect and the 
love of other things will grow like weeds.  Love of the world and the delights of riches 
will choke out our love for God. We need to examine ourselves in this regard. Self-
awareness and self-examination are not only for Communion Services. Can you 
imagine what would happen in a shop or a business if they did not take inventory on a 
regular basis? How could such a business survive if they did not know what was selling 
and what was not, what was dead stock and what was stock which moved! Are we 
growing or declining in our faith? There is no treading of water when it comes to faith, 



we are either growing or fading, which is it with us? I think that the lockdown will show 
that many have neglected the gift of God to them, if they ever had it in the first place. 
Does that sound harsh? It is not as harsh as eternal lostness, and this is what is at 
stake. If we are alive in God, then forget everything else and grow. If we are not alive in 
God, then tremble in fear and cry out to God for mercy and for salvation from eternal 
death and eternal punishment. 
 
Matthew 6 verse 33 is our next reference. This is one of these absolute statements of 
Jesus. It is one of those verses which even the most creative or heretical scholars 
cannot deconstruct without appearing foolish.  
 

‘But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
And all these things will be given to you as well.’ 

 
The context of this verse is the demands of daily living. Everyone needs food and 
clothing and water to drink. These are urgent needs, especially water because in the 
Middle East, with its climate and heat, you may not survive three days without water. 
These needs are not being underestimated in any way to either their necessity or their 
urgency. However, even in their urgency, the command is given to seek the kingdom 
and its righteousness as of first priority. We are told that if we put first things first, God 
promises to grant what is needed.  
 
I once spent a whole night out on the rocks by the sea with the intent of praying for my 
seriously ill mother. I returned home utterly dismayed because I had prayed for 
everything except my mother’s life, and so felt an utter failure. I went to bed and when I 
got up a couple of hours later, I found my mother up, dressed, well, and making me a 
breakfast. The previous night she had called us into her room to say goodbye as she 
gasped in the grips of Pleurisy diagnosed by our doctor. Now, it was as if she had never 
been ill. For me it was one of those God moments where it was as if I heard a voice 
inside me say that, ‘if you concern yourself with what concerns Me, I will concern Myself 
with what concerns you.’ I have always thought that this was a great deal! This is what 
God is telling us. If we put His concerns first and always, He will give us what we need.  
 
King David made this confession, that he had been young and was now old, but he had 
never seen the righteous forsaken of his children begging bread. George Muller who 
had orphanages for hundreds of children never advertised the financial needs of his 
homes or ask for donations. There were times that they had no food in the store for 
breakfast to feed the children. On one occasion, he was saying grace for breakfast 
when there was nothing to set before the children when there was a knock on the front 
door. A baker stood there saying that he had made too much bread and could the 
homes use it? They said they could and the children ate and did not go hungry. I don’t 
think that the children even knew that that morning the cupboards were bare. God is like 
this sometimes. He lets us come utterly to the end of our own resources, and then 
provides sometimes in great abundance.  
 



Verse 33 says ‘all these things,’ all means all, what do you think? What a challenge this 
passage is to us all, especially when we live in a wealthy land, but with a mindset which 
causes us to worry and always want to lay up provisions. John Wesley had a wise little 
phrase regarding the balance of life, as regards money and material things. He said, 
‘earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can.’  
 
Our last verses are from chapter 7. Verse 21 says, 
 

‘Not everyone who says’ Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
But only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.’ 

 
The next verse adds to the severity of this statement, because it tells us that even 
having been involved or used in significant spiritual ministry and actions is not a proof of 
true sincerity. Paul spoke about the care he took that having preached to others he did 
not fall himself.  
 
These verses are serious and a shocking insight into what God the Father values. It is 
the second time we have had obedience and the Kingdom put together, and hence if 
Jesus says a similar thing in slightly different ways, He does so because it needs to be 
emphasized and because it is important to God. There are so many things which our 
present society, politicians, ‘experts’ in education and media presents as what is normal 
and should be . Even churches today espouse as normal and acceptable things which 
Scripture makes plain are not pleasing to God.  
 
On one hand, an easy forgiveness is often presented that almost denies that there are 
any consequences of sin. Ask a convicted drunk driver who mounted a pavement and 
killed a mother and child if sin can be forgiven with no consequences. Sin, even such as 
this can be forgiven, but nothing can remove the consequences of dead people and jail 
time! On the other hand, other sins are now regarded as the new good. Just because 
some psychologist or celebrity or pressure group says that smoking pot is a legitimate 
thing to do, does not make it valid. There is a place for medical use of such substances, 
but who was it that coined the phrase, ‘recreational drugs.’ I imagine some people in 
recovery in AA used to be ‘social drinkers’ until they discovered that they were amongst 
those who could not pull back. This goes for all the other things which some and many 
become addicted to. Just because we ‘legalise’ an activity, if the Scriptures say 
differently, go with the Scripture. We have an exposition in how the world sees things in 
the second half of Romans 1.    
 
We may make excuses, we may persuade ourselves, we may be told by others that this 
or that is OK, but what is the authority by which we are to live? If what we want to do or 
are in the habit of doing is contrary to the revealed and declared will of God, then it is 
foolish to think that we can trade off good deeds against disobedience and living 
contrary to God’s declared will.  
 



The coming of the Kingdom of God is a glorious privilege, but it comes with instructions 
for its use and enjoyment. A chain saw is a wonderful tool for cutting logs, but a lethal 
weapon if misused. There used to be a sign in my organic chemistry lab. It said this,  
 

‘If all else fails, read the manual.’ 
 

Sadly we often proceed in life without regard to the manual and so either things blow up 
in our faces, or we fail to see the hoped for and promised results. Let us seek of first 
importance the presence of the Kingdom and its righteousness, and let us watch and be 
careful to do so in obedience to God and in His way. Read Matthew 7 verses 24-29 
which is the final summary of the Sermon on the Mount. There is a choice before us in 
how we respond to the whole and to every part of Jesus teaching. I have picked out the 
references to the Kingdom, but every facet of the Sermon is as important as any of its 
parts. Let’s be wise and build on rock and not on sand and suffer the loss of everything.  
 
  
  


