
Sunday 2nd May 2021 
The Kingdom of God Part 4. 

Living in Two Ages. 
 

To recap, we have seen that the primary meaning of the Kingdom of God is that of rule 
rather than a geographical region. We have seen that the kingdom of God is spiritual 
not physical, but that the spiritual affects the physical world dramatically. We saw this 
from the dramatic effects of the ministry of Jesus and the disciple He sent out to preach 
and heal. The third layer of this picture, spoken about last week is that the Kingdom of 
God has come in Christ but not in the fullness which is yet to be. The Bible speaks of 
the present evil age, the rule, the kingdom of Satan as the present evil age, and when it 
refers to the Kingdom of God, it speaks of the age to come. Essentially this means that 
we as Christians live in the presence of two dominions, that of the present evil age and 
also in the presence of the age to come. We recounted the blessings which are 
available to Christians in this present age, and focused on those which build Christ-like 
character and likeness. These are the fruit of the spirit, and we noted that these are rich 
and satisfying blessings which will transform our lives as and if we grow in them.        
 
You may have found from personal experience, or from that of other believers, that not 
everything is plain sailing, and that sometimes we seem to be going backwards rather 
than forwards in our Christian growth of Christ-likeness. Possibly, we know of people 
who professed to be Christians at one time in their lives, but are now very disgruntled 
and hostile to the faith they once claimed as their own. On the other hand, it is not at all 
uncommon to find sincere believers who feel that they are worse now than before, and 
others who would not admit this, but are behaving badly returning to old vices and 
habits. This is sad and need not be.  
 
There are two reasons for this. Firstly, some have lost their way and have returned to 
the old ways or worse, and have fallen, or walked back into willful sin. For others, for 
sincere believers, thinking and feeling that we are getting worse rather than better, is 
actually a good sign. It means that we are becoming more aware of the sinfulness that 
still resides in our hearts and are not being complacent about it.    
 
This week I want to pose a very important question which arises from what has been 
said so far. The question is this, how are our lives as Christians impacted by living in a 
world where there are two very different dominions, and how then should we live in this 
strange condition? 
 
There can be little doubt that in our present world, we see both sinfulness and 
righteousness at work at different times in the church and even in the same person. We 
all say that we are not perfect, but none of us know exactly how un-perfect we are! For 
example, divisions and arguments between Christians. Church history is full of times 
where even very devout people have been in conflict over different issues. Sometimes 
the differences were real, at other times the disagreements were more about things 
being lost in translation. For example, if a child today called their grand-dad ‘bad,’ it 
would probably make the old man wonder what he had done to be spoken of in this 



way. However, in today’s language, at least in some places, to be called ‘bad’ is to be 
regarded as good! Poor old David Cameron, when he was PM he thought that LOL at 
the end of a text meant ‘lots of love,’ whereas, it meant, ‘laugh out loud!’ Isn’t language 
confusing at times?  
 
However, over the years there have been serious fall outs between Christians over 
substantial matters and often one or other of the disputing parties has walked out and 
even formed a new denomination. Some of the problems facing the Church of Scotland 
at present have their roots in the distant past and feuds between very serious and 
sincere people that got more heated and less enlightened. If the Kingdom of God has 
indeed come, how are such disputes possible, and how is it that so many who appear to 
start out on the Christian pilgrimage do not stick the course? The answer lies here, in 
that we live in the midst of the now but not yet, the presence of two kingdoms.  
 
Today’s layer is to look at how we are to live and behave in the presence of these two 
kingdoms and what the implications are for how we understand our lives and how we 
are to live in this present situation. 
 
Turn to Colossians 1.9-14  
 
Look at some of the language used. Look at verses 13 and 14. This is Paul stating what 
has happened to Christians by virtue of Christ’s work on the Cross. For those who 
believe in Christ, they are transferred from one kingdom to another. Christians are 
delivered, that is set free, from the dominion, the rule of the devil which is called 
darkness, and are now in the kingdom of Christ the Son whom God loves. This is 
accomplished by redemption. The idea here is buying a slave out of slavery by paying a 
price. It is like redeeming something that we pawned, it is settling an unpaid account for 
someone so that they are released from a crippling debt. All these ideas go in some 
way to shed light on the meaning of redemption. The focus however in this part of the 
passage is on the fact that our situation has changed. We have moved from one 
dominion to another. If a Rangers player is transferred to Spurs football team, he 
ceases to play for Rangers any more. Even when Rangers play Spurs, the transferred 
player has no obligation to his old team, but only to the new one. 
 
If such a player were to be discovered to be playing half-heartedly for his new team, or 
even to do things to help his old team, it would be a disgrace and there would be 
consequences. This is the idea, we are transferred from the dominion of the devil into a 
new situation and a new kingdom, and we should not promote or act under the authority 
of the old dominion. These last two verses make it a night and day issue, we are either 
in one kingdom or the other, we are not meant to play the middle off against the ends 
and have a foot in both camps. 
 
However, look at verses 9-12. These are words which are used in a progressive way. 
These words indicate that not everything changes completely in a moment. The 
Colossians were a good bunch of Christians, being commended in chapter 1 verse 4 for 
their faith and love. In verses 9-12 Paul tells them that they are to be filled, grow in 



knowledge, and be strengthened for great endurance and patience. If these Christians 
are living the dream, living fully in the fruit of the Cross, how can there be a need for 
filling and growth? What is being hinted at here by saying that they will need ‘great’ 
endurance? The answer lies in the nature of the salvation that we experience in this 
time where there is the present evil age and the age to come working in this place and 
time. These words are used because we have the title deed to all of the Kingdom of 
God, but have not yet fully moved in and unpacked all the boxes! We get the same idea 
in the Old Testament where God says that the Israelites could not possess the whole 
land in an instant, even though it was theirs fully by God’s promise, because they had to 
grow into it as they increased in numbers. We are to possess our given possession, and 
this means that even if we move into all that God has given by promise in our lifetime, 
there is more to come as the age to come is consummated.  
 
The other metaphor Paul uses in Galatians is that of a child who comes into his 
inheritance while still a child. The estate is fully his, but he does not receive it all until he 
becomes an adult. Can you imagine the carnage if a twelve year old if he inherited his 
late father’s fleet of fast cars or was given the keys to the gun cabinet without 
supervision!  We live with the now but not yet of the Kingdom of God. However, there is 
another issue, and that is the ongoing influence of the kingdom of the devil, the 
influence of the present evil age. Not only are we incomplete and imperfect at present, 
but there are forces arrayed against us. 
 
Turn to Colossians 3.5-17. 
 
This passage has Paul telling the Colossians of what has happened to them since they 
came to Christ, and what they must attend to. He talks about an old self and a new self. 
This is describing their life, an old self, when they were subject to the dominion of 
darkness, the power of the present evil age, the time before they were born again. The 
new self, refers to who they now are as believers. They have been delivered from the 
dominion, the authority, of the devil and are now under new ownership in Christ in the 
Kingdom of God. This is a fact, a done deed, and the power and authority to do all this 
came through the death and resurrection of Christ. This is a done deal, we have as it 
were new ID’s, new passports, and new citizenship. But there is a twist in the story.  
 
We are transferred into a new kingdom, but the kingdom we have been delivered from 
is still present. Think of it this way. Your last boyfriend or girlfriend, the one you broke up 
with, still lives in your street. If you ever experienced this sort of situation in your youth, 
how did it feel when you bumped into them? You were now apart, but were you over it? 
Even when we become Christians, we still have to live with some of the consequences 
of the past, and we do not lose the experiences we had while under the thumb of the 
devil. If you got a tattoo when you were not a Christian, conversion does not remove it. 
If you ran with a rough crowd before you became a Christian, you still have to sort out 
your relationships with them. 
 
I knew a man who fled Northern Ireland after getting on the wrong side of his own 
paramilitary group. He went to Europe where he came across Christians and came to 



faith himself. After a couple of years as a believer, he decided that God wanted him to 
return to NI, give himself up to the police and plead guilty to several murder charges.  
He did so, and received several life sentences. You see, even though he had become a 
new person, there were ties to the old life and consequences that followed on from his 
old life. As it happened, I have rarely met a man who had as clear a conscience as him. 
He knew that God had forgiven him. He never expected any of his victim’s families to 
forgive him, and he did suffer self-abhorrence for this. However, he considered his 
remorse a small matter to the grief he had caused to others. 
 
Paul in this passage is acknowledging that it is one thing to get us out of the evil 
kingdom, but that it is another thing to get all the evil kingdom out of us. The fact that 
the Kingdom of God has come, but not in its fullness as yet means that we still have 
what the Puritan John Owen calls the ‘remnants of corruption’ within us, and will do so 
until we get new resurrection bodies which are perfected in holiness. We still have feet 
of clay, we still have the cart wheel ruts of sin in our lives, and unless we drive carefully 
and with attention, we will get our wheels drawn into the ruts of sin, our familiarity with 
wrong doing. Old habits die hard, but because of the Cross, and only because of the 
Cross, they can be put to death.   
 
Do we not all sometimes find that we catch ourselves thinking, planning or doing 
something which was from our old way of life? Many of these things may be morally 
neutral, but they may not be helpful to us. The best way to prevent ourselves from 
falling into a hole, is to keep away from it and not be drawn to go as close as we can 
and have a look into it! Sadly, many church people, and many Christians live too close 
to the edge, and before they know it, slip back into the hole.  
 
Paul shows us the path of life which we can, and are to follow as believers. Verse 5 tells 
us we are to kill, to put to death the residues of our old way of life. The advice does not 
end here because not doing wrong things is only one side of the coin. Not doing bad 
things is not enough and is not effective in itself for us to become holy. The old must be 
replaced with the new and the better and so verse 12 tells us to clothe ourselves, to put 
on new traits and virtues.  The rest of the passage from verse 12-17 has references to 
God’s involvement in us as we put off and put on, so we are not left to our own devices 
of strength in doing this. God Himself becomes our personal dresser to help us remove 
the rags of our old life, and to clothe us in the new. Our task is to co-operate, and not be 
obstinate and resist Him.  
 
Have you ever watched a child who was being fed by its mother who did not want to eat 
a spoonful of carrots? The mouth is closed firmly shut, the head twists and turns, the 
train is not welcome in the station and no amount of story-telling or cajoling will get the 
child to co-operate and eat! Let’s not be like that, but let us have the courage to let go of 
the old, no matter how fond we are of it, and be clothed by Christ. We are actually to 
hate the sins we hang onto, and God will even work this in us by the Spirit. 
 
I am not saying for a moment that this is an easy thing to do. It surprises me how deep 
some of my ruts are, but if we come to understand the workings of the kingdom, then 



we will be able to begin to see what is happening in our lives. Ruts are hard to bump out 
of, habits are familiar. There is a story, I don’t know if it is true or not, but it serves a 
purpose as an illustration. I have heard that if an elephant is contained in an enclosure 
or by a tether to its leg, it will eventually become used to this confinement. If the chain or 
fence is removed, even though free, the beast will stay within its old area of confinement 
out of habit. This is like us when we believe. We do not have to continue in sin or 
questionable things, but we often do, at least for a time, out of habit. In Christ we are set 
free, but it takes application for us to venture out of the old and into the new, but this we 
are commanded and invited to do. 
 
Read Galatians 5.17. 
 
This passage describes to us the universal experience of all sincere believers even the 
best of them. This is Paul’s experience, and we are no exception to this fact. We are 
affected by both ages, both kingdoms, both authorities. One is diminishing in us, the 
authority of the devil. The other, the Kingdom of God should be increasing in vigor in us, 
but it is still a real and troubling conflict. Paul speaks about his personal experience at 
the end of Romans chapter 7 verses 21-24. Paul finds that he has two different and 
conflicting forces acting on his mind, emotions and will. These forces are so powerful 
that he refers to them as laws. This leads to us being presented with what seems an 
impossible set of circumstances. One law working in him causes him to desire to do 
good. However at the same time, there is another law which arises in him making him 
do evil. How can a mere mortal deal with a situation where two powerful forces are 
pulling him in opposite directions. His feeling of wretchedness is almost as if he feels 
that he is going to be pulled apart into two pieces! Then he tells us the solution in verse 
25. The solution is in and comes from Christ, it is Him who lends His hand to tip the 
scales in the direction of good. 
 
Don’t underestimate the import of this passage. This is not a phony conflict, but is a real 
battle. We will even lose some battles, especially in our early Christian lives, but the 
thing about the Kingdom of God is that it is still to come in its full power. This means that 
no matter how many battles we lose and how many wounds and bruises we receive in 
the conflict, we will live to see the successful victory of the Kingdom of God, and the 
winning of the whole war.   
 
It is imperative that we understand and take all this on board, because if we do not, we 
will find ourselves living in a world which is inexplicable to us and where we think that 
enemies are friends and friends are enemies. There are people who do not want to face 
any hardships and so sin to find a way out. There are others who think that the Christian 
life should be a life where God sorts everything out for them, where He rushes in to 
rescue them from everything unpleasant or difficult, and who think that God’s highest 
aim is to make us happy. God’s aim is to make us Christ-like and holy, and that is the 
path to real happiness. If you disagree with this, then please explain to me and account 
for the difficulties Paul experienced, which Christ endured and the testimony of 
countless believers over the years. We are to live this life as Christian soldiers, soldiers 
because Children of God and so taken up with the great plans of our Father. 



 
 
 
Read Ephesians 6.10-13 
 
We see all this again in this passage and this gives us a means for understanding our 
lives when we look at Ephesians 6 and verses 10-13. This is the warfare passage much 
is loved by many. It is a gritty passage, a passage worthy of real men and woman, it is 
the stuff of which the heroes of Hebrews chapter 11 are made.  Indeed, it would 
probably be beneficial to look at Hebrews 11 as examples of those who were girded 
with the armour of God and who were engaged in the War of God and having done and 
suffered all, stood their ground. Some saw great victories, others died, but all stood to 
the end whether it was life or death. It’s not a bed of roses, but a call to triumphant 
warfare, courage and bravery. 
 
We are given the armour of God. This is the armour of Christ which He field tested in 
His own life, so it comes with high certificate of effectiveness, as long as we obey the 
instructions given by its maker.  We need this armour because the foes we face are not 
flesh and blood but are spiritual. The physical cannot expect to overcome by the use of 
physical means. I think that this is why many attempts to relieve situations and bring aid 
to terrible needs in the world fail. We do not see that behind conflicts, genocides, wars, 
and the destruction of habitats and even global warming are spiritual forces energizing 
the hate, the greed and the actions of mankind. Until the whole force that we face is 
addressed, we address nothing.  
 
Here is a tragic example. Apparently in the First World War the British made say 100 
machine guns a month. Apparently the German nation made 100 machine guns a day – 
I am making these numbers up. But they reflect the facts. It was calculated that a 
German machine gun crew were as efficient as 80 foot soldiers with rifles when it came 
to fire power. Is it any wonder then that the Battle of the Somme saw such dreadful 
casualties on the Allied forces? They were simply outgunned, and ill prepared for the 
conflict into which they marched when they set out over no man’s land. The British 
forces underestimated and were not prepared for the war they were walking into over no 
man’s land. The cost they paid was terrible. Likewise, if we walk into a spiritual battle 
but with fleshly arms, is it any wonder we get beaten up?    
 
We live in the presence of the Kingdom of God, but not in its fullness. However, this 
does not mean that God has left us unsupplied for what we face. We live our lives in the 
midst of two conflicting kingdoms. God lifting us up, and the devil trying to pull us down. 
Are we aware of this dynamic in our lives, in our hearts? If we are not, then we are at 
risk of being amongst those who are ignorant of the devils devices. 
 
There is an old hymn by Charles Wesley which I think would do us good to learn off by 
heart. It has 12 verses, but usually only 4 appear in hymn books. I do not know why 
compilers should be so foolish as to cut verses, because it is a mighty and inspired 
exposition of this passage in Ephesians 6. Google it. You will, I hope, be glad in due 



course that you did so. There is a kingdom to win or to neglect. There is a kingdom to 
flee and to escape from. This is how life is and there is no appeasement, no rest until 
our battle is over and our term of service comes to an end. Therefore, the Hymn 
applies, ‘Soldiers of Christ arise, and put your armour on.’  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


