
Sunday 25th April 2021 
The Kingdom Pt 3 

The Ages of the Kingdom. 
 

There are two reasons for considering the Kingdom of God at this time.  
Firstly, in the aftermath of the Cross, Jesus spoke to His disciples, we are told Acts 1.3, 
about the Kingdom of God. Up to the time of Jesus crucifixion and afterwards, the 
disciples had hoped (Acts 1.6) that Jesus would declare Himself King in Jerusalem, and 
somehow expel the Romans and restore Israel to a self-ruling kingdom. This was never 
Jesus intention because what Jesus had done on the Cross was of cosmic proportions 
and was done in order that God’s absolute and good kingdom would become 
established in all the cosmos. The Gospels being written after all this, reflects Jesus 
teaching and emphasis on His Kingdom, therefore after Easter it is appropriate to think 
about the Kingdom because that is what Jesus was speaking to His disciples about. 
The significance of the Kingdom and the effect of the Cross of Christ are linked in that 
the Cross established the Kingdom of God, and so the message of the Kingdom is vital 
as it is one of the fruits of the Cross. 
 
Secondly, it is important that we have some understanding of the Power of the Cross 
and the working of the Kingdom so that we can know what we are to expect to 
experience in our Christian lives now in this present life. I am of the opinion that in the 
West, by and large, we have too low an expectation for our Christian lives. For some, 
this is often a misdirected expectation, tending to an almost exclusive expectation and 
desire for material things, and this demeans the Kingdom of God. There are promised 
blessings, material and spiritual, but these need to be proportioned as Scripture directs. 
There many good things promised such as ‘every spiritual blessing in Christ in the 
heavenly realms’ (Eph.2.3). We are also told about Epaphras in Colossians 4.12 who 
wrestled in prayer for the Colossians that they would ‘stand firm in all the will of God, 
mature and fully assured.’ That is actually quite a prayer. Maturity and firmness of faith 
is a high goal of what we can now aspire to in Christ. This is a goal worth going after 
ourselves with all diligence! 
 
If we underestimate what we can have in Christ now in this life, we will under-live, if we 
go after things which are not for us at present, we will try to over-live, and neither of 
these honours God. Hence our need to consider carefully what the Bible teaches us 
about the Kingdom. The two extremes to be aware of are a view of the Kingdom where 
we have everything now, or the other extreme which puts everything into the future. We 
are promised that we will receive resurrection bodies, but these lie on the other side of 
death, so no one can have one of these bodies now! 
 
The layer of truth which I want to add today is to do in part with raising our expectations 
of what we can hope for and look for today. The Kingdom of God, we have seen, is the 
rule of God which is both here now, but not yet, in its fullness. We have seen that the 
coming of the Kingdom of God in Christ did not instantaneously eradicate the kingdom 
of Satan, but in these present days, both the kingdom of Satan and the Kingdom of God 
are both present in the world. The kingdom of Satan received a mortal wound by the 



Cross of Christ having pierced both the dominating power of sin and of death. The 
power of death has been taken from Satan. The Kingdom of God has broken into this 
present world, but not yet as it will at the end when the rule of Satan will be defeated 
forever, and the Kingdom of God will come in its fullness.      
 
Today’s subject considers that even though the Kingdom of God has not come in its 
fullness, it has come in a way which does not disappoint, or in a slight or insignificant 
way.  The truth to look at first is this, that God does not treat His own people like the 
wicked. God looks on His own differently from the unbelievers. Therefore, even though 
the kingdom of Satan also exists on earth, believers are not bound by it as they were 
before they were saved. We are all aware that the Old Testament is taken up with the 
history of Israel, God’s chosen people, and this is because they were a chosen people 
special to God, and He did not treat them as He treated the pagan nations, although He 
does supply the needs of all people.  
 
Think of the Biblical history of the heroes of the faith. Noah was not destroyed in the 
flood, but God warned him, instructed him what to do, and saved him and his family 
from the flood in the ark. In Gen. 18.25 during Abraham’s prayer for the cities of the 
plain and the safety of Lot his nephew, we find Abraham saying this to God. ‘Far be it 
from you to treat the righteous as the wicked! Will not the judge of all the earth do right?’ 
In other words, Abraham knew that God would not destroy righteous Lot out of hand. 
I only give one reference to the plagues in Egypt, but these same words are applied to 
several of the plagues. Exodus 10.23 tells us of the plague of ‘three days of thick 
darkness which could be felt,’ coming upon Egypt. However, there was day and night in 
the area occupied by the Israelites, they were not plagued by any of the plagues. Here, 
as elsewhere, God did not treat His own people in the same way as He dealt with the 
wicked.   
 
In the New Testament, we find passages which have the same sort of meaning. For 
example, Ephesians 1.3 tells us that believers are blessed in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places. This passage is open to different senses depending on 
what words are given preeminence. However, no matter how we interpret it, it is a quite 
astonishing statement, and it speaks of lavish goodness and blessing. As I said a 
couple of weeks ago, just because something is spiritual does not mean it is unreal or 
has no effect on the here and now. One of the richest spiritual blessings is peace with 
God, as in Romans 5.1, it is a spiritual blessing. But it is palpable and real blessing, and 
we know when we have it and we know when we have had it dimmed by sin or by our 
neglect of God.  
 
We see the absence of this peace in our society, and especially in the lockdown where 
people have been telling us that they fear for their mental wellbeing. The absence of 
peace with God is the root of much of this unhappiness. There is an old book with the 
title, ‘The Happiest People on Earth,’ and this refers to Christians who have the life of 
God in their souls and are reconciled to God, and hence have every reason for 
happiness. We still face many sorrows as Christians, but in the core of our beings, 
peace with God can reign, and should reign. 



 
Ephesians 2.19 tells us that those who belong to Christ have ceased to be foreigners 
and aliens in their relationship with God, but are now fellow citizens with the saints in 
the Kingdom of God, and are now members of God’s household. God treats His 
children and HIs servants differently than those of another household. The parable of 
the Prodigal Son comes to mind here. The Prodigal received better treatment from his 
father, even after what he had done, than he expected. 
 
All these passages, and many more, tell us that even though the kingdom of Satan still 
exerts a baneful influence on the earth, that those who believe are no longer bound 
captive to his kingdom, in the same way as they were before conversion. They are now 
citizens of God’s Kingdom and so under a new administration, but not exclusively so as 
yet. 
 
A slight but important tangent here. How do we know whether something we desire 
belongs to those blessings which are for us now, or if it is something which is reserved 
to the future coming of the Kingdom? 
 
An example of something which it is legitimate to desire good for, and to mourn our 
actual state, is our bodies. Many of us long, as Paul says, not to be unclothed, but to 
further clothed. By this he is speaking about the resurrection bodies we will receive at 
the end of the age. Wouldn’t it be nice to have a new body now? Think of it, a body that 
does not age, get sick, does not carry all the aches and pains of our enthusiastic 
youthful activities, accidents and foolishness. That would be wonderful, but not even 
Paul or any of the disciples got this new body in this life, it comes on the other-side of 
physical death. So, how can we determine what it is legitimate to ask for and expect and 
desire and work towards now? Other people ask for riches or fame, but often regret 
asking for these things in later life. 
 
There are many tests, but let me boil them down into one thing to keep it simple and 
direct. We can hope for, pray for, long for, desire and pursue anything which the Word 
tells us will transform our living in this present world and our inner character into the 
likeness of Christ life and inner character. This is holiness of life and heart, and there is 
no limit on how holy our heart we can become in this life. Sadly many of us do not 
understand this until we are well on in life, and have spent a lot of our energy trying to 
build churches and kingdoms or reputations and business or whatever. It is only as we 
grow up into Christ that we begin to see the utter beauty and desirability of holiness of 
heart that gives rise to a joyful obedience in our daily living. I would easily get 
despondent about how much time, energy, and money I have wasted if it were not for 
the numerous instances I have read of others saying similar things. Some of these 
people were pillars in the church, so it is not just me who thinks this at times. I know that 
I heard all this when I was younger, but then, youth seldom seems to learn willingly or 
thoroughly from the aged!  
 



Therefore, this is the test – if the thing we desire works to produce holiness of heart and 
obedience to Christ in life, if it causes us to grow in Christ-likeness, then it can be ours 
in this life, though no matter how far we grow, there will still be more! 
 
I have used an expression in the previous paragraphs a couple of times. I did it on 
purpose, and the word is ‘age’ or ‘ages.’ The Bible often speaks of this world and the 
next world. However in many places a better rendering of the text would be to use the 
word ‘age’ or ‘ages’ instead of the word ‘world’. When we hear someone talking of the 
world to come, it is easy to assume a certain viewpoint. We think of the present world, 
and then a new world which will follow on from this one. The end of this present world 
will precede the coming of the next world, or so we think. We imagine that one world 
ceases and a new one emerges at once. This is not how the Bible speaks about the 
world to come. 
 
A better understanding comes when we use ‘age.’ There are verses which help us here 
and which underline the position we are exploring of the Kingdom of God being present 
but not yet in its fullness. Look at Galatians 1.4. This verse is speaking of Jesus. 
 

‘who, gave Himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age …’ 
 

This is referring to what Christ accomplished on the Cross for us. The purpose was to 
rescue us from the present evil age. This evil age is the rule of the devil who controlled 
and bound us by sin from the fall of Adam and Eve. Note these points. It is a present 
age. It is an evil age. It is an age dominated by sin. Those who live only in this age need 
to be rescued. This includes the bulk of humankind. This ‘present evil age’ is describing 
the dominion of Satan, because none of the features of this present evil age equate with 
God’s kingdom of righteousness. Eph 2.2 calls Satan the ruler of this evil age.  
 
Look at Ephesians 2.7 for the other side of the coin. In this passage we are being told 
about God’s plan for the future of His people, and describes it as the ages to come. 
When the Bible speaks about time, it does not refer only to a linear uninterrupted line, 
but talks about the present age and ages to come as both present now. In effect what 
we are being told here is that there are two kingdoms, two ages, two rulers, both which 
are present now. The age to come and the present evil age exist now. However, the 
age to come will extend on forever when this present evil age is wound up. Mark 10.30 
has the exact idea. The Age to come is begun now and will last beyond the end of the 
present evil age. 
 
These two ages exist in the world at the same time, and each has its effect on us all. All 
Christians face times of temptation. If we yield to temptation, then we could say that the 
present evil age has won that skirmish. If we refuse to sin and stand firm in the faith, 
then the coming age has won that skirmish.  
 
Turn to 1John 3.2 for a moment. This verse is the very expression of what we are 
seeing. We are now children of God by believing in Christ. We are God’s children, heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Christ, but there is yet more to come, we are not yet 



perfected, but are in the process of being changed from the grave clothes of this 
present evil age and being re-clothed in the clothes of the age which is here now, but 
yet to come in fullness. This is our hope, and what we are to pursue in this life, even 
with the downward pull of sin and temptation and all these present conflicts with the 
flesh, the world and the devil. 
 
Given all this, what then are we to expect for our lives as Christians and what should we 
give our time, energy and money for? 
 
Turn to Galatians 5.22. 
 
This is the passage about the ‘fruit of the Spirit.’ The fruit of the Spirit is what grows in 
us as we give our lives over to Jesus, and as we submit to His rule. What I am about to 
say is in no means an attempt to downplay the gifts of the spirit, but there is a great 
difference between gifts and fruit. It could justifiably be said that for us to walk in the 
gifts of the Spirit, the more fruit of the Spirit we have in our lives, the more useful and 
effective the gifts will be. I have known people who are gifted move in significant ways in 
certain of the gifts, mostly healings. The downside of having gifts but being fruit poor is 
that often the healings tied those people who were healed more to the person of the 
healer rather than to Christ. Sadly over the years many of these gifted people have 
fallen away from God having grown in pride rather than in Christ-like character. It was 
not their gifts that tripped them up as much as it was the absence of fruit that led them 
to drift into pride and so to ruin. 
 
The truth is that we need the gifts of the Spirit and fruit of the Spirit in our lives. The Holy 
Spirit is the author and giver of both, and He does not limit us to either gifts or fruit. 
Some would say that in our day we need more gifts of the Spirit, and I agree. Others 
say that we need more fruit of the Spirit, and I agree. I am not contradicting myself, 
because no-where does it say that we have to choose one or the other, both are on 
offer, and both are from the same Spirit, and both are needed. We do not have to 
choose one or the other. However, gifts will pass away, but character will remain and be 
perfected. By no means should we ignore either gifts or fruit. However, character 
endures and takes more time to cultivate. A gift is given to be used and then passes. 
God has in the past spoken through the mouth of a donkey, but who wants to be a 
donkey! Gifts tells us about the character of God the giver of the gift. Being gifted tells 
us all about God, but nothing about us. Character tells us about God’s goodness to us 
and desire to make us holy as he is holy. So, we are not meant to neglect gifts for the 
sake of character, neither are we to neglect character in pursuit of gifts. 
 
Turn to Galatians 5.22. 
This is a verse from a very important passage which encapsulates the character of the 
two kingdoms.  Verses 5.16-18 sets out the nature of the two conflicting administrations 
we find not only in the world, but in ourselves. I should say that this passage only 
applies to Christians as the non-Christian does not have this awareness of external and 
internal conflict since they are wholly under the dominion of the present evil age. 
 



Verses 19-21 gives us the woeful catalogue of the features which dominate the world 
and the fallen hearts of all people. This manner of life excludes such a person from any 
enjoyment and blessings of the Kingdom of God. This list is essentially a list of external 
actions, but the next verses in their contrast show that these works of evil arise from 
hearts given over to the control of sin. Not every sinner is a notorious sinner. The devil 
does not care if we miss the mark by an inch or a mile, by a second or by a year. ‘Little’ 
sins are as deadly as ‘big’ ones. 
 
Verses 22-26 recounts the character traits which are worked in believers by the Holy 
Spirit. Since these are the things precious to the Spirit, we can conclude that these are 
the character traits over which God delights and that He desires to be formed in us. 
Read the list in verse 22, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness 
and self-control. Is there anything on this list which we would not desire to have in our 
lives in abundance? These are the things which are available to us now to grow in with 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit. If these character traits were ours in abundance would 
we not have a much greater resilience in all that life brings us? Would we not be better 
people, less self-obsessed and more content?  Would we not be people who were much 
more comfortable in our own skins and much less restless in the world? Do you agree 
with me that these are highly desirable character traits which would enrich our lives? 
 
Take the first three, love, joy, peace. How much human misery would cease if there 
were more of this about. Take just one fruit, peace. Romans 5.1 Peace with God. How 
much torment would come to an end if more people entered into a reconciled peace 
with God so that they could be at peace with themselves and others? These are things 
which because the Cross opened up the way for us to be reconciled with God. This 
peace was obtained by Christ shedding His blood for us and it is available to all who 
believe. It is still true that the kingdom and malice of Satan will do its best to rob us of 
this peace and to thwart the Holy Spirit’s work in producing this fruit in us, and it is this 
that gives rise to most of the struggles in our lives. 
 
The point is that these wonderful and valuable and pleasant fruits can be ours in 
increasing measure even in this present evil age because the Kingdom of God has 
come. The final and full peace will only come on the day that Christ returns and 
eradicates the kingdom of Satan with its evil intents fully and finally, but even now, our 
peace can be real and sufficient for each day. 
 
One final comment. It will be seen that the present rule of God’s Kingdom is essentially 
a Kingdom that affects Christians and in particular our inner lives. The day of God’s 
expressing His power in its fullness over all of creation awaits a future time and belongs 
to the age yet to come. The Kingdom of God does sometimes express itself in more 
potent ways by the pleasure and choice of God. We refer to these times as visitations, 
refreshing’s and revivals, and these have happened, and do happen all over the world 
and over the years. If you remember the parable of the field sown with good seed and 
then an enemy sowing weeds at night, our present age is characterized in some degree 
as a gentle phase in the Kingdom of God as He does not desire to damage the good 



seed by the full expression of His power. However, that day will come when the weeds 
and the wheat are separated, and that will bring the present evil age to an end. 
 
In conclusion, we should be looking for much more from the Kingdom of God, than just 
attending church. We need to pray for more, and expect more, and doing what we are 
commanded to do to see this happen. God has given us many precious promises, but 
often we do not inherit them because we neglect the stipulations and conditions 
attached to them. We must read the Book carefully. Remember Epaphras? He did not 
rest but was desiring and praying for the Colossians that they would stand mature in all 
the will of God. That is a high state to be in, and all believers can labour to attain this 
state.  


