
Sunday 18th April. 2021 
The Kingdom Pt. 2 
Now but not yet. 

 
Last week I sought to demonstrate that the Biblical meaning of the Kingdom of God has 
a fundamental principle. From Luke 19.11-12 we saw that the concept of a kingdom is 
different from how we usually use this word in our day. We may think of the Kingdom of 
Fife, where the kingdom there refers to a specific geographical region. This is not how 
the Bible uses the word kingdom. Some have made a mistake here and have adopted a 
geographical area as the kingdom of God or where they hope it will come. The errors 
that arise from this are that we may talk about building God’s Kingdom, or 
understanding the Church to be the Kingdom. The Church is not the Kingdom, though it 
is the kingdom that gives rise to the Church, and the Kingdom is manifest by Christ and 
becomes visible and effective by our co-operation and submission to His rule.  
 
The Kingdom is all about the One who through the Cross has taken back all power and 
authority and has now been given a Name above all Names. The Kingdom of God is 
rule, authority to rule, and the right to rule. It is this understanding which gives us an 
interpretive key to the Parables. It does not give answers to all the questions that arise, 
but then, we are dealing with God’s Kingdom, and He is eternal, boundless and infinite, 
hence, so is His Kingdom! I would suggest that if we ever think that we have come to 
the end of growing in our understanding of such matters, we have probably hardly 
begun learning. Let me give a silly illustration. When I was in my very early school days, 
I learned to add and subtract. I worked out how it worked, so that was maths cracked 
then! No, it was not. Multiplication and division came next. Three into five won’t go I was 
taught. Then came fractions. Was there no end to the layers of sums and harder sums? 
Eventually I did a year of maths for Physics at university, and those were very hard 
sums for me. The object of this story is that there is always more. So it is with the 
Kingdom, there are depths that we may not begin to fathom until we have been in 
heaven 10000 years! 
 
The approach I am taking in these thoughts about the Kingdom is to proceed slowly and 
add layer to layer. Once we grasp addition, we can move on to multiplication, and so on, 
and not expect ourselves to grasp calculus on day one. If you have ever tried painting 
kitchen cabinet doors, the advice is to add paint layer by layer rather than try to do the 
job with one coat. This is what I hope to do with the Kingdom, to add layer to layer, and 
paint in bold colours to present a backbone, but by no means every fascinating feature. 
 
In the meantime an important stepping off point is this simple fact that when we read 
about the Kingdom of God it refers, in the main, to the rule of God. After all, it is the 
Kingdom of God, not the Kingdom of mankind, although so often we think it is. The whole 
concept of Kingdom as rule can open up much of the dynamics seen in the Gospel. In 
Luke, the noble man is Jesus, and the Incarnation and Cross is about Him being 
appointed as King over the world.  
 



The next layer regarding the Kingdom of God which we will consider today is that the 
Kingdom is both present, but yet to come. On reading the Gospels, some people get 
confused by this. If we think of the Kingdom as a geographical location, then the 
references which refer to a future Kingdom appear to be in conflict with the references 
which speak of a Kingdom as here and present. Jesus said that if He expelled demons 
by the finger of God, then the Kingdom had come amongst them. That seems to prove 
that the Kingdom is present already because He did expel demons. However, that leaves 
the references of a future coming of the Kingdom up in the air. Just to make things more 
complicated, what do we do with verses like John 4.23 which speaks of, 
 

‘Yet a time is coming, and has now come…’ 
 

How can something be here now, and yet to come? For example, if the train timetable 
says that the Aberdeen train is due at noon, then it must either arrive or not. It cannot be 
both here and not here can it?  
 
However, if the Kingdom of God is the rule of God, then the rule of the train timetable 
says the train is due at noon and that we can rely on it coming, then it is here promised, 
but it is yet to come in a physical sense. We have grounds for confidence that the train 
will come at noon, we can plan around this. That is not as good a metaphor as I would 
like, but it does serve to consider the role of the plan. Trains don’t just arrive at random, 
they are planned, ruled by the timetable maker!  
 
Let us look at some examples from Scripture which refer to the Kingdom of God as 
already here, but yet to come. 
 
1. The Kingdom is here and now. 
 
Turn to Matthew 12. 22-28. 
This is the account of Jesus healing a man who was blind and mute. The inference from 
the account is that it was the presence of the demon or demons in the man that were 
the cause of his blindness and muteness. There is no explanation of how this man 
became demonized in the first place and there is no post-healing advice from Jesus not 
to sin or anything like that. However this may be due to the fact that the healing was the 
occasion of this conflict of opinion as to the source of Jesus power and authority, and 
this is the main point of the story.  
 
Demons are spirit beings utterly corrupt and evil, and Jesus never encountered a 
demon He liked, but always expelled them. There is then an important point to repeat. 
The physical problems of this man were as the result of a spiritual power. The spiritual 
not only impinges on the visible created order of flesh and blood, but in this situation 
has a high degree of control. I am sure you would agree that to be blind and mute is a 
significant handicap. I once worked with a man who was blind and mute, and apart from 
his physical impairments, he was often treated by people as if he was something less 
than human. 
 



Look at the text, the scandalous accusation of the Pharisees who wanted to explain 
Jesus actions as being not only in league with the devil, but one of his lackeys!  Can 
you imagine the insult? This was par for the course for the Pharisees. They could not 
have got it more wrong even if they tried. They were utterly blind guides. The conclusion 
of this encounter has Jesus making a definite statement, and this is what we need to 
consider. Verse 28. 
 
‘But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, (that is by God’s power) then the kingdom 

of God has come upon you.’ 
 

Jesus expelled the demon from this man, and he saw and spoke instantly. The Kingdom 
had come, interfaced with flesh and blood and a man’s life was changed forever. There 
was no delay between the healing and the effect being evidenced. Jesus did not say to 
the man to hold on because the Kingdom would come soon, next week or the weekend 
at the latest. The Kingdom was manifest as here and now, and it had its effect on the 
poor man then and there and by all accounts in a moment. It seems impossible to say 
anything other than that the Kingdom had arrived with a bang. 
 
Turn forward to Luke chapter 10.8-12. 
 
The passage at hand tells us that Jesus sent out His disciples to do the sorts of things 
He was doing. It appears that Jesus sends them out under His instruction and 
command and with delegated authority to heal the sick and to declare the proximity of 
the Kingdom. This is a little different to the previous passage, but the point is that if the 
Kingdom were not present and available, then the sending out of the 72 would have 
been a pointless detail. Furthermore it also excludes the idea that the Kingdom was 
exclusively restricted to Jesus. Jesus extends the power of the Kingdom to His 
disciples, so we can also anticipate participating in its rule and power. Jesus sent the 
disciples out with authority as a king sends out his ambassadors. It was the message 
and the work of the Kingdom which the disciples engaged in. Have a look at verse 17. 
When the disciples returned from their first mission trip, they were ecstatic. They had 
done unusual things, ‘even the demons submit to us in your name.’ Wow! This also 
adds to the evidence that spirit beings, Demons, are behind some illnesses. The 
disciples had prayed for the sick, and had encountered demons as the cause of the 
illness or condition. Not all disease and sickness is the result of demons, but some is. 
Healing and expelling demons are at times interchangeable terms in the New 
Testament because the focus is on the effect of the kingdom, not the niceties of 
diagnosis.   
 
The healings demonstrate that the Kingdom of God was present at those moments to 
heal the sick and to work deliverance. A Kingdom which is far off could not do this. 
Therefore our conclusion must be that the New Testament teaches that the Kingdom is 
present, or so near that it has a dramatic effect of the here and now. However, just like 
the maths’ lessons, there is more to learn, and the Kingdom of God being here now is 
not the whole story. We modify this view by looking at two passages as examples of the 
New Testaments teaching that the Kingdom is yet to come. 



 
2. The Kingdom is future. 
 
Matthew 6.10 
Here is a question that we need to ask. When Jesus prayed, and when Jesus taught on 
prayer, did He get it wrong? In Matthew 6, part of the Sermon on the Mount, the very 
essence of Jesus teaching, we encounter the model prayer of Jesus which we call the 
Lord’s Prayer. This is Jesus definitive teaching on prayer. This is the prayer model given 
by Jesus the only person who can really pray, ‘Our Father’ with full comprehension of its 
meaning. If we look at the prayer of Jesus recorded in John 17, no one but the only-
begotten of the Father could pray with such intimacy and selfless devotion. Therefore it 
is unthinkable that Jesus got the Lord’s Prayer wrong. 
 
I sometimes think that we get this prayer wrong in that we do not take the introduction 
and the petitions seriously enough and think about the privilege and the seriousness of 
the topics we are to pray for. Nobody can pray this prayer without coming to ‘Father.’ 
How can we be sincere about praying for the Kingdom to come unless we are labouring 
to live in a way that hallows God’s Name? This prayer hangs on knowing God as our 
Father, and living and seeking to live in an ever more conformity to the holiness of 
Christ. The Lord’s Prayer is not so much something to be said, but lived and breathed. 
 
The second petition to this master class of prayer is asking that Father would cause His 
Kingdom to come. Now something which we ask for we do so because we desire it, 
seeing our need of it or its beauty, and because we do not already have it. This prayer 
is framed in a manner which implies that we are to pray for something which as yet we 
do not have, or at least, like Oliver, we want more of.  
 
If this were the only passage that implies such a truth, perhaps we could assign the 
matter to mystery, but we cannot because there are other passages which equally teach 
that the Kingdom is yet to come. Many of these are in the book of Revelation. 
 
Turn to Matthew 13.36-43. 
 
This is the explanation of the parable of the good seed and the weeds Jesus has told in 
verses 13.24-30. It is given in response to the request of the disciples that Jesus would 
explain this parable to them. We are probably very familiar with both the parable with its 
explanation and that the disciples had asked for an explanation of it. The meaning of the 
parable is obvious to most of us. Any of us who have a garden know how strongly and 
quickly weed seeds grow. We have probably at some stage tried to weed a bed and 
have lost some of our plants because we could not weed out the weeds without also 
uprooting the plants. Why was it that the disciples seemed unable to comprehend the 
concept of weeds and wheat, believers and unbelievers, growing in the same place at 
the same time? We are familiar with the ways of life, so why does it appear that the 
disciples were not willing to look at their own lives and acknowledge that life is a great 
mixture of ups and downs, long sorrows and swiftly passing joys, of godliness and 
wickedness? It was probably because the Kingdom they were hoping for was one that 



would come in fullness all at once and expel all the evil and sadness that is the lot of 
believer and sinner alike, and do so in one wonderful moment. They were confused by 
talk of this state of affairs continuing to exist into the future, and the Kingdom seeming 
to delay its arrival until the end. They hoped for it all now! Jesus does not tell them off 
for this, but explains later. This is all about learning the ways of God. 
 
Think about this parable of Jesus. It really does reflect life does it not. It reflects not only 
life in general, but even our own personal lives. How is it we can be kind and generous 
one moment and then hard and harsh another? Even our own lives are not apparently 
free of a considerable burden of weeds. Let me state the content of the parable so that 
we are clear. The world, Jesus says is like a field sown with good seed. These are the 
sons of the kingdom, seeds sown by the Son of Man which is Jesus. These are those 
who believe in Jesus. However, during the night, an enemy of the owner of the field 
sows weed seeds. These grow up, these sons of the evil one that is the devil, grow up 
to give a weed infested world. This is very much what we see in the world. It almost 
seems that for every good thing that springs up, weeds appear at once. 
 
What we are being taught here is that God has acted in time to bring His Kingdom to 
bear upon the world, but that is not the only influence that now exists. Rather than God 
acting to remove the weeds from the field and risk the crop of good seed, God permits 
both seed and weeds to grow together until harvest time. No doubt we would prefer if 
the weeds were taken away and burned sooner rather than later, but in the wisdom of 
God that is not what happens. The eradication, the complete eradication of the weeds 
awaits a future date. 
 
Here is the crux of the matter. In this parable we are introduced to this very important 
fact, that in this present age, the coming of the Kingdom of God does not eradicate the 
kingdom of the devil completely. The two kingdoms presently exist apart, but exist 
together in parallel as it were in the world.  They overlap in time and space. These two 
kingdoms are not equal, but they are totally opposite!  It is as if the two kingdoms 
overlap at present, but there is one important difference. 
 
The kingdom of Satan has received a mortal wound by the death and resurrection of 
Christ. Christ has disarmed sin and death and they no longer have the same power to 
bind believers captive to the rule of Satan. Satan can roar at us and tempt us and seek 
to intimidate us, but we are no longer subject to him as we were before we believed. 
Satan’s kingdom is doomed now and will be destroyed at the end of this present age. 
 
In contrast to this, the Kingdom of God has come. It is operative in lives, and in the 
Church and in the world, but it is not a violent Kingdom. It does not root out the weeds 
so as to preserve the good seed. However, there is a day coming when the weeds will 
be separated, and then all that will be left is the good crop, and the fullness of God’s 
Kingdom in power. 
 



In this life, and in the meantime, both kingdoms are active one against the other. The 
devil’s kingdom is defeated but not yet routed, and the Kingdom of God has established 
a beach head, but has not yet liberated all. 
 
The illustration which lends itself to this present reality is that of ‘D’ Day and ‘VE’ Day. 
Most historians agree that once the beach head was established in the Normandy 
landings, the tide of the war turned and the defeat of Germany was inevitable. However 
the war continued on even though it had an inevitable conclusion, and many suffered 
great hardships until liberation reached them.  
 
In our picture, the Cross and the resurrection were ‘D’ Day, and ‘VE’ Day lay in the 
future once the enemy had been vanquished, the weeds removed. Between these two 
days was a period of intense conflict, one kingdom against another with advances and 
set-backs by both until the inevitable end.  
 
Here is another little saying. John Wimber used to use it, and I think he got it from 
George Eldon Ladd. At present we are living in ‘the presence of the future, the now but 
not yet.’ The Kingdom of God is here, but not in its fullness, there is much more to 
come. The rule of Satan is also present in the earth, but for Christians, its power and 
authority have been wounded and its potency degraded, but not yet as fully as it will be. 
 
Does this help us to understand a little bit more why our lives are the way they are? 
Does this help us understand why it is that one day we can feel as if we will never 
mistrust God again, only to be plunged into a valley of gloom when things arise and 
come at us as if they would be end of the world events? There is irreconcilable conflict 
between these two kingdoms present in the world, and this will be so until Jesus 
returns. The thing which Satan would love us to forget and to undervalue is this, the 
Kingdom of God has come truly, but not yet as it will be, hence we pray, ‘Thy kingdom 
come.’ 
 
The next layer to add next week is to seek to understand ‘this present evil age’ and the 
‘age to come’ as co-existing at present. We will also look at the good news that even 
though the Kingdom has yet to come in its fullness, this does not mean that Christians 
are deprived now of Kingdom blessings, or that there is no difference between the lives 
of Christians and non-believers.  
 
   
 
 
 
   


