
Sunday 11th April 2021 
What happened after the Resurrection. 

 
 

Easter has passed, and not an Easter egg is to be seen in the shops, it’s as if it never 
happened! Not so the real event. The next forty days before Jesus ascended to the 
Father were filled by appearances of Jesus. That was not all that happened though. As 
the days passed, the Day of Pentecost drew near, and just like the Passover, it was a 
Pentecost unlike any that had ever happened before. The Holy Spirit, the gift of the 
Father promised to His Son was poured out upon the 120 in the upper room, and the 
church was born in a moment, just as a nation was born in the first Passover. 
 
When Jesus rose from the dead, it was because He had completed His work which the 
Trinity had planned from before the creation of the world. That makes it an event in its 
own right, but the resurrection was the proof and the completion of Christs work on our 
behalf of atoning for sin, taking the curse of the law, which was death, and the whole 
cup of God’s righteous wrath. It has been said the cross was the means that God used 
to accomplish the ‘death of death’ in the death of Christ. Because of this, eternal life has 
been opened to fallen humanity, to those who turn and believe in Jesus. That is a lot of 
good stuff, these are things to celebrate and to lavish praise upon the One who 
accomplished it all for us.  
 
So, what happened after the resurrection? Does Jesus sit about chatting with the lads 
and sharing stories about how He beat the devil by a knock out? Do the people hire an 
open top bus to parade Jesus through the streets of Jerusalem? Does He, with His 
disciples, topple Caesar’s statue and declare Jerusalem to be a Roman free zone. Does 
He declare Himself a candidate for election to the Senate or the Priesthood? Jesus 
does none of these things which are the sorts of things men do. 
 
We saw again last week that even on the night of Jesus betrayal, even after the Last 
Supper, the disciples did not understand what Jesus was about to do. They argued over 
their pecking order in the kingdom they hoped Jesus would establish. He would be King, 
but the disciples would be His cabinet. They were probably arguing which one of them 
would be prime minister! Even the favoured three slept in Gethsemane while Jesus 
prayed blood and sweat and took on the weight of the sin of the world. Even now, the 
disciples did not see what Jesus, the Messiah, was doing.  
 
The Bible is very straight talking. It was not only Thomas who had trouble processing 
the reports of Mary and the other woman, and the two men who met Jesus on the 
Emmaus road. The claim of an empty tomb was perplexing, but to claim to have seen 
Jesus alive was a step too far. Jesus had to do a number of things to convince His own 
disciples that it was Him and not a ghost! Do you remember that the disciples had the 
same response to Jesus when they saw Him walking on the water? It is easy to look on 
them as a bit of a shower and to be critical of them. I don’t think we would have been 
any different. It is not every day we encounter someone risen from the dead, is it?  
 



Jesus did not spend His last days on earth sitting about chewing the fat. I imagine He 
would have had quite a story to tell. I wonder how Satan reacted when the chains of sin 
and death slipped from Jesus and He rose from the dead?  We are told that Jesus 
disarmed the principalities and powers. This was the moment of complete 
accomplishment, the weapons of Satan’s arsenal were defused and his siege works 
against the souls of men were cast down. All power and authority had been taken by 
Jesus, including the keys of death and Hades, the realm of the dead. Jesus had done 
all this on His own. If the disciples had realized this, there would have been an 
explosion of wonder and praise in their hearts. If we realise it, it will do this in us, but like 
the first disciples we are slow and unapt to learn.   
 
Given the rather poor grasp that the disciples had on what Jesus was all about we 
should not be surprised to learn from Acts 1.3 that Jesus spoke to them about what was 
most important, and this, we are told was the Kingdom of God. 
 
We need to reorient our thinking here. It may just be me, but because of the way the 
New Testament is laid out in our Bibles, it is possible for some to think that the lay out is 
chronological. Perhaps we feel that the gospels came first and were even written as a 
running commentary during the life time of Jesus as if it were a video diary. In fact, the 
gospels came later, even after some of Paul’s epistles, and were written in the 
aftermath of Jesus speaking to the disciples after His resurrection concerning the 
kingdom of God. This explains why the gospels say so much about the kingdom of God 
because it reflects Jesus teaching in those last few weeks before He ascended to the 
Father.  
 
You may have noticed that the gospels say many different things about the kingdom, 
and that many of Jesus parables are reported in terms of them giving revelation of what 
the kingdom consists of. If we were to survey the gospels in part for what they tell us 
about the kingdom, it would be easy for us to get confused. For example, we are told 
that the kingdom is not something which we can see, since it is God’s kingdom, it has 
His nature, spiritual, that is, and so is unseen to the carnal eye. Don’t be alarmed by 
this. Oxygen is a colourless, odorless, invisible gas, but we breathe it without anxiety. 
We know when it is absent because we get breathless or die, and we know when it is 
present in above natural levels because flames burn more fiercely. The kingdom is said 
to be here but yet to come. It is within us, but not fully, and that it is to come at the end 
of the world! Does that help us decide what it is? Not really, and over the years certain 
features have been emphasized at the expense of others.  
 
This has given many sad outcomes, from people setting up camps at the Mount of 
Olives to wait for the imminent return of Jesus, to semi military occupations of cities like 
Muntzer in the days of the Reformation. Some people equate the church with the 
kingdom and others say that we are responsible to build the kingdom.  
 
All of these are correct to some degree, but then if we give something good, like a 
medicine, but do not get the dose correct and the balance right, we can end up with a 
very different outcome than the one we had hoped for. Therefore it is important that we 



try and grasp what Jesus meant when He spoke of the kingdom, and slot in all the other 
valid contributions in proportion and in the right place. Fortunately some very good 
theologians have worked diligently and have helped us see the wood from the trees.  
 
Probably many mistakes have been made because of how we regard the kingdom of 
God. If it is something that pertains only to this present world, and if Christians are 
responsible for its building, then this could explain the frenzied activity that many give 
themselves to. The church is busy with social work and perhaps the hope of a coming 
utopia where pollution and injustice end. These are noble things to aspire towards, but 
history is not especially encouraging as to the outcome of such work, apart from God 
working in the hearts and not just the heads of people. There is fear and hope that the 
planet may yet be saved from all the pollution and global warming nightmares we 
witness today. There was once a hope of wars ceasing and men beating their swords 
into ploughshares, but since the war to end wars, this has not really been much 
progress. Nasty little wars break out and we seem to have got used to it all. 
 
I would point out that social betterment has never been the prime mover in the eras of 
revival, but have arisen from these times as a fruit, not a root. Let me give you one 
example of this from the New Testament. Very early in the history of the church things 
began to grow wrong. Acts chapter 6 tells us that the church which had been a model of 
unity and caring for each other, which was growing at a dramatic pace, hit its second 
serious bump in the road. Persecution was not the problem, the church has thrived on 
persecution, but there were factors within some of the people, inner corruptions which 
could have proved fatal to the church in its early days. The first was the insincerity and 
false motives of Ananias and Sapphira. Some people wonder at the severity of what 
happened to them, but that is more to do with our lack of understanding of holiness than 
anything else. If the stream is polluted at source, then the whole river is polluted, so 
purity and holiness were vital at the beginning of the church, and still are, even though 
we have grown accustomed to corruptions and weeds!   
 
The second bump in the road was something that is common today, complaining. There 
was a dispute between the Greek widows and the Hebrew widows regarding the daily 
distribution of charity, of food. I have seen this several times in my life. We used to be in 
contact with a sheltered house for women who were seeking refuge from abusive 
husbands or partners. One Christmas the church took down a load of Christmas 
presents each nicely wrapped. The woman fought over them as to which looked nicer in 
its gift wrapping. However when we took down more gifts which were not wrapped up in 
Christmas paper, the woman took the gifts and gave them to each other saying that this 
or that would be good for the other person! Go figure, but it was the sense of not 
wanting to be cheated out of something nice that caused the disagreements.     
 
We also ran a church food bank. At one time one recipient accused us of keeping all the 
good stuff for ourselves! This was not so, but there was a feeling in this man that he 
was being sold short when in fact all we could give out was what we received from one 
of the major supermarkets. 
 



This is what was happening here in Acts 6. There is no indication that the complaint was 
valid, but the Apostles dealt with it in a very interesting way. Their response is the 
Biblical model, but generally this in not how churches react today, to our shame, and to 
our multiplying other disruptive and poisonous problems. Deacons were appointed, and 
it is worth taking note of the necessary qualifications.  
 
What was going on here? The Apostles dealt with the situation, but there is something 
more here that most people miss. A discord was being sown into the new church and 
the Apostles realized something was wrong. There was a failing of spiritual power, and 
this only comes through prayer. They organized, but they prioritized prayer as the more 
important part of the solution. It was not their job to go about sorting out problems. They 
had a greater priority to attend to. I think that in most churches today more time is spent 
organizing than agonizing in prayer, and this is not right. 
 
It is possible to sort out the logistics of a situation and appear to have a solution, but if 
there is not a change in the hearts of the people, the same problem will emerge in a 
different place and way. The Northern Ireland Good Friday Agreement is a good 
example of a solution that has not necessarily changed hearts. The Apostles realised 
that the only thing that will bring lasting change, and so will deal with the total problem, 
requires the changing of the hearts of people, and that is something which only God can 
do, hence to return to devoted prayer. The church was born in a prayer meeting, is it so 
unreasonable to say that it should continue as a prayer meeting? Therefore, they tell the 
church what they will do, verse 4. They will devote themselves to prayer and the 
ministry of the word. If these are absent or are minor matters in any church, then even 
an appearance of success is at best fragile if not just an appearance. Is a successful 
church a busy church, or is it a praying church? A church which prays will be busy, but 
many churches are busy but without prayer. The book of Acts would teach us that what 
is needed is a praying church and a praying people. This response of the Apostles was 
in fact obedience to the command to seek first the Kingdom and its righteousness. This 
was not just an organized peace, but an actual peace where Christ was being invited to 
rule as King. Kingdom thinking is so different to the thinking of our generation. The 
Apostles realized that without greater prayer, they were open to all sorts of things 
creeping into the congregation to destroy it. Let us be warned and take heed. 
 
Today we tend to live very materialistic lives. Certainly, in the West we enjoy a standard 
of living which the two-thirds world risk their lives to obtain. The people crossing the 
English in inflatable boats demonstrates this. We see the ever increasing gap between 
rich and poor in our own nation, and the astronomical gap between the incomes of 
people in many other nations. This love of the material has the effect of us living with a 
great divide in our perception between the material world and the spiritual world. Many 
dismiss the existence of a spiritual world just like the person who does not believe in 
oxygen. However, what we miss is what the missiologists have called ‘the excluded 
middle.’ This is the realm where the material world and the spiritual world overlap and 
interact. 
 



In many nations today, as well as in the past, the people when faced with a crisis, an 
illness, a setback, do not ask themselves where they went wrong or how they can solve 
the problem, but they seek to find out what spirit or what god they have offended such 
that these supernatural powers have blighted their lives. Many of those in the West scoff 
at such ‘superstition and mumbo jumbo.’ However, even a cursory reading of the 
Gospels will show that there were events, sicknesses and other things that Jesus 
attributed to the work of malevolent spirits, and the fruits of sin. If we dismiss Jesus 
here, He is after all God incarnate, then what does that make us but rebels and 
disrespectful of God! Jesus healed people, expelled demons, forgave sins, and people’s 
problems and sicknesses were healed. There is no antibiotic which can expel a demon 
of infirmity, and no counselling that can deliver the peace of God to a troubled 
conscience and mind. This is why so many human problems are beyond our ability to 
understand and heal. The wrong medicine will never heal. The wrong key will never 
open the lock. A square peg will never fit into a round hole. There is this interface with 
the supernatural that must be reckoned with. We could say that this region of 
connection lies in the realm of the Kingdom. The Kingdom is spiritual, as I have said, 
but that does not make it ineffective and vital in our material lives. Indeed, without 
awareness of this spiritual interaction, we are missing the bulk of what goes to make up 
human life as God intended it to be.   
 
What then is our basic understanding of the Kingdom to be? Turn to Luke chapter 19 
and verses 11-12. Two little verses, but these are the words of the Master, the Lord, the 
One who is about to be anointed King of Kings, so He knows what He is talking about. 
These verses give us the interpretive key to the Kingdom. Do not be put off by the 
brevity of the account. Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount gives the model of Christian 
prayer in a few words, yet the depths of them are still not exhausted or discovered. The 
privilege of communion with God the Father in person is largely contained in the 
practice of prayer. This is the source of our life, yet Jesus covers a vital subject in a 
handful of words. Jesus can say a lot in a couple of verses! 
 
The setting of these verses is Jesus going up to Jerusalem, and people expecting Him 
to self-declare as king, to raise a rebellion against Rome and by divine aid to chase the 
Romans from Jerusalem and restore Israel as a nation under its own rule. This was a 
very limited vision as it turned out, and it equates in many ways with Christian groups 
who think that God is intent in bringing a sort of utopia to the earth. There has been in 
every generation people who think that their group or movement or denomination are 
set to become rulers of the earth with Christ. Once again, there is a truth in this, but it is 
much more a spiritual truth and rule than a material rule. That was the expectation of 
some of the people of Jesus day, including the disciples. There have been a number of 
times in the history of the church that one group or another were on the up and looked 
as if they were going to win the day for God. However a change of monarch or 
government saw the movement devastated and all the hopes of establishing a Christian 
majority in the land dashed. God did not seem as keen on us building an earthly 
kingdom as His kingdom. 
 



Jesus tells a parable, the end of which is not a triumph in the sense hoped for, but is a 
triumph through the Cross. Note how Jesus tells the parable. A man who lives in a 
geographical area, a noble man, though that is not a feature other than to make the 
parable sensible. This man leaves his homeland, and travels to a distant country where 
he is appointed a king by a higher king. Having been appointed in the distant land, he 
returns with the authority and powers to be the king of the very same land he left, his 
homeland. His homeland now becomes his kingdom not because something has 
changed there, but because he has been appointed a king. 
 
What Jesus is telling us here is that He Himself is that noble man, that His Kingdom is 
not firstly a geographical area, not is it a person or people, nor is it the church, but it is 
His authority to rule. ‘For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,’ means that the 
rule resides in Christ as the ruler having been given the authority to rule. It is then a 
matter for the King to establish His rule in His chosen domain. This is the interpretative 
key that will let us begin to understand what the Gospels tell us about the Kingdom. We 
are told that it is here already, that it is yet to come. We are told that it is within us and 
yet is invisible. We are told that it is like a seed, a tree, that it comes as a crisis, that it 
grows slowly. We are told to pray for it to come, and yet to expect to see it at work in the 
world already. These words of Jesus in the parable will help us get something of a 
better grasp of this important teaching.  
 
If we were to turn to Daniel 5.26, and please do, we will see that Jesus parable is 
perfectly in harmony with the Old Testament concept of ‘kingdom.’ Verse 26 reads ‘your 
kingdom.’ Other translations give the sense of this as the reign of Belshazzar. He is 
deposed as king, his authority to rule is removed from him, but the land remains, it is not 
brought to an end. If the kingdom were the land, then it would have to suffer something 
to be ‘brought to an end,’ but it was the king’s authority to rule that ended, not the land.   
 
This may all seem a bit of hair splitting, but it is not. All sorts of sad things have 
happened to people who had an over-expectation of the kingdom and others who had 
an under-expectation of the kingdom. Sometimes we over spiritualise it as something 
which will only have an effect when Jesus returns, at other times, we want to declare 
that our group or denomination are the ones to bring in the Kingdom of God. Both of 
these extremes is erroneous and have often led to tragedy. I read of one poor soul who 
thought that healing was absolutely guaranteed for believers. While she was at home 
preparing a welcome home party for her terminally ill husband in hospital, he died alone 
without family around his bed. Perhaps an even sadder account. An acquaintance of 
mine tells of an occasion that he was contacted with a request to come to pray for a 
child. He was told that the child had been still born several days before but that the 
church was believing that he should come and pray for the child to come alive. He had a 
very difficult pastoral job to do. With God we cannot exclude anything, but neither are 
we to presume anything. Perhaps these sorts of events are another reason why the 
leaders of churches need to be people of prayer! Who has natural wisdom for such 
things? 
 



With this understanding of the Kingdom as Christ’s authority and right to rule. We can 
then understand that it is the Kingdom, the rule of Christ that gives rise to salvation and 
gives rise to the Church. We read that Christ declared and promised that He would build 
His church and that the gates of hell would not prevail against it. This is so because 
Christ has all authority and right to rule. This is true whether the church feels strong or 
not, or even if all things seem to be going against our hopes for the church, the real 
hope is this, that all authority in heaven and earth has been given to Christ, and He will 
do all that He has promised! We read of this in Matthew 28 and verse 18. 
 
The kingdom features large in the Gospels, and these gospels give us an indicator of 
the burden of Jesus teaching those 40 days before He ascended back to His Father in 
heaven. It was important to Jesus that His disciples have the equipment of the kingdom 
in their understanding as they awaited the turning on of the power of the kingdom, 
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the believers in the upper room.  
 
Think of what that group of oddballs saw accomplished in those early days of the 
church. Wonder about what we might yet see if we also grasp something of the kingdom 
and are then filled and refilled with the Holy Spirit. How we regard the kingdom has 
serious ramifications for how we understand our lives and the place of prayer and 
activity in our lives.  
 
We will move ahead next time.  


