
Sunday 7th March 2021 
The end of it all 

Isaiah 66 
 

It seems like a very long time ago that I began this scan over the book of Isaiah. It is a 
long book, and I have tried to bring out some of the major themes of the book, to 
consider the ways of God with a rebellious and hard headed people. We have seen 
highs and lows as we have gone through these last chapters of Isaiah 40 to 66. The 
highs have been getting greater and greater and the hope of God taking the affairs and 
history of His people into His own hands has culminated in the description of the Lord’s 
Servant and the great salvation which He will work for the people. 
 
We come to the last chapter 66 of Isaiah, and I wonder if we hoped that we would come 
to a happy ending such as, ‘and they all lived happily ever after.’ We do not get this 
ending pronounced, even though such promises have been given, but these relate to 
later days and even to the end of the age. Perhaps we can use a different ending by 
saying that, ‘it’s not all over until it’s all over!’ Perhaps this is a good time to remind 
ourselves that Isaiah is not the only, nor the final word, which relates to this period of 
the history of the People of God. There is Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. They have the 
same type of message as Isaiah but in some instances the pictures are even more 
terrible and the promised blessings even more glorious. Then there is also the book of 
the twelve, the Minor Prophets, who also contribute to the over-all picture. God has said 
a lot to His people and this needs to be acknowledged. It was not for a lack of warnings 
and invitations that the people failed. In fact, the guilt of the people is increased 
because, it would be true to ask, what else could God have done to turn His people 
back to Himself? Eventually The Servant, Jesus came to earth, but like the tenants of 
the vineyard who killed the servants of the vineyard owner, they even killed the beloved 
son! 
 
There is a sense in which at the end of Isaiah not a lot has changed. Even when the 
people returned from exile and rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem, the Temple and 
established the city once more, the roots of corruption which had led to the Exile were 
still in the ground. The weeds, the dandelions and nettles did not grow up at once, but 
the opening passage of chapter 66 looks to the inevitability of decay and weeds arising 
once more until Christ would come and work the soil of His people’s hearts more 
thoroughly. Let us begin to look at this last chapter. Let us remind ourselves that we 
need to keep our eye on the horizon, because there is a dawn that is coming, but for 
now the glimmer is faint. 
 
Verses 1-4. 
 
These verses relate to the building up of Jerusalem and especially so of the new temple 
which was built eventually after the first exiles returned. It was a less glorious building 
that the Temple of Solomon and was received with both joy and grief, but not before 
much difficulty and the need of strong words from the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. 
 



These opening verses appear to show Isaiah as having a less than enthusiastic attitude 
to the prospect of a new temple. This is not a sign that he was not a supporter of the 
building of a new temple. After all, he moved in royal and priestly circles, and his call 
came in the setting of the temple. God’s words seem to mock any idea that men could 
somehow build a house for God, this God who is not contained by the heaven of 
heavens, who is so vast that the heavens are but His throne and the earth is like a 
footstool to Him. This is a sober, but not an angry response from God. It reminds us that 
no matter how devoted or holy a people are, we are still guilty of grossly 
underestimating God by thinking that we can somehow contain Him or manipulate Him, 
or even worse, doing something for Him that puts Him into our debt or us gaining His 
merit.  
 
What these verses are about is this. We do things and build things, and set up ways of 
doing things which may well have been things which God instructed us to do and to do 
in a certain way. However, our propensity is to keep on doing what was once done as if 
these things were set in stone or in a new law of God, even after He Has moved on. We 
tend to keep the eggshell and throw out the yolk. We keep the bathwater, but throw out 
the baby. The purpose of the temple was a place to meet with God in faith and humility, 
it was a house of meeting and a house of prayer. Sadly it is the nature of fallen 
humanity to turn living things into rituals and practices devoid of any life or living and 
actual meeting with God. It was this that God and Isaiah were warning about. It was a 
call to not miss the point of what a temple for God was all about. It was not a building 
made by man for God, but it was God’s provision of a place to meet with His people in 
truth and reality.  
 
We know that by Jesus day, the Temple was run like clockwork as a business and had 
become more of a commercial enterprise run by godless men, be they ever so religious, 
and hence for the real benefit of none. The ordinary people even had to buy the 
sacrificial animals from the temple businesses and the ordinary man had to get his 
money exchanged to give as an offering! Jesus, you may remember, took a dim view of 
all this and He cleared the Temple of all its rubbish! If you read the Old Testament, 
there was even a time when the Temple was full of rubbish and unused. Nothing much 
changes, the church today still has accumulations of rubbish in it literally and spiritually. 
In one building I know of, the old bibles left in the pews were cleared at one stage, and 
several of them fell apart. They had been left by their past owners but were unused and 
had decayed. Please don’t ask me about all the crockery they dumped when they got a 
dishwasher! 
 
We need to keep in the very front of our minds the repeated themes of the Bible. In the 
beginning, God created man to walk with Him in the cool of the evening. God 
established a tent, a tabernacle in the wilderness wanderings to be in the midst of the 
camp where He would meet with Moses. The Temple was built as the house of God for 
God to be in the midst of His people. When Jesus died, the curtain in the Temple was 
torn from top to bottom to show that now God could range out amongst His people 
without His holiness consuming them. The last great cry in Revelation is for the 
unmediated coming of Christ to happen. It is all about God and His people being in 



fellowship, being in communion, walking and talking to each other. It is not about 
religious buildings, structures, ceremonies, smells, bells, robes and all the other palaver 
that passes for religion. It is not about any of these things, Christianity is all about God 
and about knowing and having a relationship with Him. Any of the religious 
paraphernalia is only of use if it has a role as serving these ends. Today we have 
congregations of people many of whom have substituted religious activity for reality. 
This is why the church is failing in the West. We have exchanged religion for the 
presence of God, and it is a poor deal. 
 
Isaiah reports God’s words here. In verse 2b we are given a description of the sorts of 
people God esteems, the sorts of people He desires and is working to produce, people 
who are humble and contrite and who tremble at His word. When was the last time we 
walked out of church trembling? More people walk out and complain that they didn’t like 
the hymns, the music was too old, or too new, the sermon was too long and not to their 
liking, but few walk away trembling because they have encountered the Living God. 
 
I did a course of Old Testament Introduction at Queens University many years ago. It 
was my first ‘theological’ qualification. The course teacher was a Presbyterian minister 
of the warmer sort. He was a very clever man, but God used him to make the Scriptures 
intelligible. I went with a friend to the course and when we studied the Books of Amos 
and Hosea, there were nights I left the course actually trembling because if what we 
were seeing was true, then the church, and we, were in real trouble, and God had a 
case for us to answer. Spurgeon used to pray that God would use his preaching as a 
winnowing fork to distinguish between the seed and the chaff. This was so chaff would 
know their predicament and repent, and the seed would be built up and be productive. 
No entertainment there, just the fear and joy of the Lord. No ‘visitor friendly’ approach 
here, no trying to find ways of drawing people to church by entertainment. If the draw is 
not Christ, then we have nothing real to offer. This may seem hard to some, but I have 
seen and lived through periods when the thing that brought people to the church was 
the presence of God, and this is what we need once more. 
 
Verses 3-4  
 
These words are not a dismissal of religious activities in themselves, but are a sad 
prediction of something that is inevitable. Revival comes and things are done and works 
increase. However, the revival fades but the works continue, they are the same on the 
outside, but inwardly they have changed. A sausage roll looks the same whether it is 
hot or cold, but it is a very different eating experience eating one hot or cold. Hot is nice, 
cold is much less so. When the Spirit of God is not flowing in the same measure as 
before, while the works and offerings may look the same, they shrink into an unthinking 
ritual ever more devoid of heart and soul. This is what is being described in these 
verses. When religion has lost its heart, when we just go on doing what we do without 
our whole heart being engaged and on fire, then our best offerings are nothing more to 
God than pig’s blood and idolatry. It gets to a stage that even when God speaks and 
brings judgment, that we continue in our own sweet way thinking that God is pleased 



with us. So many church people refuse to consider that this pandemic, the financial 
crash in 2008 and so many other things are wake up calls to believers. 
 
To dismiss all these things as being instigated by the devil or natural forces will not do. 
To say this relegates God to the sidelines as a bit player, and not the ruler of all! No, we 
must begin with considering what God is saying by Him sending or permitting these 
things, and responding to God. I fear that the church has not learned much from the 
present pandemic. Even if we do not see anything like revival in our present days, the 
word is written, God esteems the humble and contrite, those who tremble at His word. 
This is the path to choose, the path always to choose.  
 
Verses 5-11 
 
These words are spoken to the remnant who are humble and who do tremble at God’s 
word. Sadly, another inevitable feature of life is that the godly remnant will be despised 
and given a hard time by the play actors. There has hardly ever been a time when 
religious people have not persecuted the true people of God. There were the Pharisees 
who eventually crucified Christ. Paul the Pharisee went about breathing out hatred and 
murder to eradicate the sect of Christians until God knocked him of his donkey and 
knocked truth into his heart and head. Scotland and the UK has seen its share of 
Christian martyrs over the years. There are many indicators that the way the law is 
being changed in Scotland that it may possibly not be too long before persecution of a 
more overt type arises. Within the Church of Scotland there seems to be a very overt 
pressure to fillet the Church of truth and to cut us away from our roots. One way this is 
being attempted is to revise or to do away with the Westminster Confession of Faith as 
our secondary standard. Here is the thing, I do not believe that we have people of the 
theological stature that would be required to revise or replace this. That may be an 
insult to our Universities and institutions, but it needs to be faced given the direction the 
Church of Scotland has voted to go in recent years. 
 
The religious will always persecute and be at odds with the remnant of sincere 
believers. However this is not a reason for the true Christian to look into the future and 
see only gloom. The dawn has been pronounced in the Book of Isaiah, the first gleams 
are present, and since the birth, death and resurrection of Christ, the day is rising still 
further, even if there is still a time before the noon comes. Verse 7 begins a parable 
from pregnancy. We hear stories of remarkable births, woman who give birth who did 
not even realise they were expecting, and others who have a very short labour. I 
remember a friend who was training to be a doctor, telling me that a woman gave birth 
on the trolley as she was being brought into hospital. He told me that it all happened so 
quickly that he almost had to catch the baby and fumbled it as if he might drop it!  He is 
retired now, and to the best of my knowledge, he never did drop a baby! 
 
This is the sort of picture being painted here. There have been glorious promises given 
in Isaiah as to what will happen in the future. There have been no time lines set down 
so that it is possible to live as if the promises are so far off in the future that they seem 
to hold little relevance or encouragement for us at present. However, this is not the 



case. Here we are told that some, or many, of the great things God has promised will 
come suddenly, unexpectedly, and as it were out of the blue. It was said of Josiah’s 
reforms that they came about suddenly. It is said in Acts 2 that even though the 
disciples had been told to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father, that suddenly 
there came a wind of the Spirit. Such language is found in many of the historical 
accounts of revivals and visitations over the generations and in our lifetimes. One day it 
seems all is dull and grey as it has been for years, and then the next day, the sun 
comes out. The famous book by C. S Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe has 
Narnia in perpetual winter, always winter but never Christmas. Then Aslan draws near, 
the Christ figure, and all of a sudden there is the noise of dripping and running water 
because the winter spell is broken and spring and a thaw has begun. The hope is given 
that even though the present conditions of the righteous remnant looks bleak and 
difficult, God is able to appear suddenly and change all things.  
 
It is important to see and hold this hope. It will enable us to look deeply at the terrible 
state of the church and our nation, but also to hold a high hope. Christ could come near 
in power and transform individuals, communities, even whole nations in a moment. It 
could be tomorrow, and even if not, it could still come the next day and surprise us all! 
The second part of verse 8 poses this question. ‘Can a nation be born in a day?’ Well, it 
happened in a night when the Hebrews left Egypt. The hope and promise is that the 
return from the Exile will be like a different Exodus and the nation would be reborn 
again. The Day of Pentecost was like the birthday of the Church, and even the Church 
of Scotland has been reborn a number of times over the course of the years. Let us 
pray and hope that God will yet have mercy on us once more. It seems to me, that the 
Scriptures show The Lord to be the God who makes the birth of nations one of His most 
exciting works. After all, the theme of Scripture and the Gospels is life from the dead 
and life for the dead.  
 
I doubt that we are meant to be passive in all this. God can do it without us, but I am 
convinced that it would please Him if we were captivated by this theme of suddenness, 
and of His restoring, reviving and bringing new things to birth. The new things God 
desires to bring to birth are a return to first love, so it is new but also old. If we were 
paying sufficient heed to these themes, it would move us to prayer. The encouragement 
to lay hold of God in prayer as first priority is found in verse 9. God does not bring a 
pregnancy to a point where the baby is ready to be delivered and then put the whole 
project on hold! Just as in nature, when the baby comes, it comes, so with the spiritual 
birthing, God will bring about the safe delivery. We see the proof of this in Revelation’s 
condensed history in Revelation 12. Despite all the power and threat of the Devil and 
evil, they cannot prevent the birth of Christ. God brought that pregnancy to a safe 
delivery and He will do so with this other pregnancy. This can give us hope that no 
matter what is happening today and in our generation that there is no power in heaven 
or earth that can divert God’s purposes, thwart them or hinder them. We may as well 
shout at the sea and command the tide to stop rising as to doubt that God’s purposes 
are not being outworked and so will ripen and soon burst into full bloom. This is given as 
a means of steadying us and giving hope to the righteous remnant. 
 



Even if we do not see these things with our eyes in our life-time, they are still set fast in 
God’s plan. Even if we do not live to see revival in our life-times, the spiritual reality is 
that God is able to supply us with life and blessedness in hope and in the tasting of 
these things by faith. The church may not be revived, the nation may not be changed, 
but each believer can live with a relationship with God such that we are drinking at the 
fountain! 
 
Verses 12 -24 
 
This continues on to describe yet more blessedness which will come on those who are 
the righteous remnant, the seed of all that is yet to come. There is blessing for the 
righteous, but terrible judgment on the wicked. From verse 18 to the end of the chapter 
and book, God declares His grand message that He will visit salvation and judgment on 
all the nations and peoples of the earth. This is why it matters that people hear the 
Gospel. It is God who will pour out salvation and judgment, not Buddha, the idols or 
Mahomet, or any other god, but the Lord.  
 
The book closes with a high promise of blessing to come for God’s people and even for 
the city of Jerusalem, and also with a fearful declaration of judgment on all the peoples 
of all nations. One side of the coin is salvation, the other-side of the same coin is 
judgment, these two always go together. God has begun by judging His own people 
Israel, He has started with the Church, but it will not end there. Judgment and salvation 
comes first to His own people, and then reaches out and across all peoples. 
 
The book comes to a close with this situation. The exile has not yet come, it is still 
ahead of the people. The blessing of a redeemed people lies on the other side of a dark 
and terrible valley still to be crossed, but God has revealed to His people what is about 
to happen so that when it does happen, they will see not only the difficulty and tragedy 
of it, but also see that God is being true to what He has said.   
 
I think that there is a great reluctance for Christians in the West today to acknowledge 
the truth that God is a God of holiness and that is shown by the value He places on 
righteousness and justice. Where these are neglected, judgment will come, wave upon 
wave of increasing ferocity to warn, discipline and to move the church to turn back to 
God in humility and repentance. Consider the state of the nations. How is it possible 
that there is hunger amongst people in the UK? Is it because of fiscal irresponsibility? 
Possibly that is something to do with it. Is it because lenders have given people bigger 
mortgages for bigger houses than they need? Possibly that has something to do with it. 
Is it because more and more people live to work rather than work to live? Possibly that 
has something to do with it. However at the root of it all is the fact that the Church has 
become disinterested in God. We come to Church and don’t expect to meet with God. 
How is it possible for a Christian to have a Bible and a hymn book and be bored with 
God? God is the most exciting, wonderful, beautiful being in the universe, yet we pay 
Him lip service and often serve Him up what is our left overs at the end of the week 
rather than giving Him our first and best attention, time and energy. 
 



This was the complaint which we have encountered again and again in the Book of 
Isaiah, that the people came and made their offering to God and then hurried off as 
quickly as they could, duty done, the ‘man above’ got His leg of lamb, that will do Him 
for another week! Do we really think that an Almighty, all knowing, all seeing God will be 
mocked by the Church that offers Him stuff but withholds the only thing that He desires 
from us which is our hearts. 
 
If our brief flight through the book of Isaiah has done nothing else for us, I hope we see 
that God is not a tame God who will be satisfied by surface religion when what He 
wants and commands is our hearts. 
 
There is absolutely no difference in the Old and New Testaments as regards the prime 
requirement of God. Jesus said we are to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, 
souls, minds and strength, and this was the first command of God no matter what era 
we are in.  
 
I hope that we have also seen that The Sovereign Lord does not ask our permission to 
be Lord and God. He acts in the world and in time, and His judgments are abroad on 
the earth. I hope that we have been scared by the ferocity of the judgments 
pronounced. This shows how seriously God regards sin. The trouble is that we are so 
spiritually blind that when judgments come, we listen to the false prophets who say 
‘peace, peace, God would never lift His finger against a fly. God loves us so much that 
He will put up with anything rather than risk a rift with us.’ That is a terrible thing to think. 
God is supremely loving, and like any parent He will never leave His children to do 
whatever they want to His dishonor and to their own destruction. We really need to 
humble ourselves and read the Scriptures to get a clearer view of God!  
 
Lastly, I hope that as we have read through the book of Isaiah, we have been moved 
with a longing and a desire and have grasped something of the certainty of God’s 
purposes to have a holy people for Himself. I hope a desire to be amongst this number 
has arisen in our hearts and that we are setting our faces to seek God and to wait on 
Him in believing faith and patience for the promises to come as certainly as the 
judgments come. I hope that this desire is not just a passing phase, but becomes a 
rooted and grounded part of our beings such that we pray, and pray and pray for God to 
do what He has promised not only for us, but for others. Not only for others in our 
locality, but in Scotland, England, Wales. Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland. Not 
only for these Islands, but for the islands of the world, for the nations and peoples of the 
world. 
 
Has any of this been our experience? I hope so, because if thoughts and feelings like 
these have not arisen in our hearts, then we risk being like the very people that are 
spoken against in this book, and our future is terrible! 
 
Jesus came to face these terrible judgments depicted in Isaiah so that those who 
believe and seek refuge in Him will be saved. Isaiah shows us that there are two paths 
presented to us. It is the same paths that Jesus spoke of. The broad path of our own 



wills and desires which leads to death. The other path is the narrow path which is the 
life of the Cross and faith and obedience. There are many on the broad path and few on 
the narrow path. The choice is ours. Which path have we chosen? There is still time, 
while we still have breath to repent, to get onto the narrow path. The gate to this path to 
life is Christ and Christ alone. Will we believe, will we follow, and will we obey? 
 
 
  
    
 
  


