
Sunday 7th February 2021 
ISAIAH 62.1-7 

The required response. 
 

We are heading towards the end of the Book of Isaiah, but these last chapters which 
are very visionary in nature are very rich in declaring the things yet to come. These 
were given for those who were to return from exile in order to encourage them and give 
them the power and endurance which only visionary truth can give. There is a little 
poem that a friend used to quote.  
 

‘Two men looked out through prison bars, 
One saw mud, the other stars.’ 

 
There is also the story of three men working in a quarry. They were asked what they 
were doing. One answered that he was breaking rocks, another said he was preparing 
building materials, and the third said he was helping to build a cathedral! Things look 
very different to those who have and hold a vision than for those who cannot see 
beyond the present moment of the hard graft of present suffering. These present 
chapters are given to make us members of the people who see stars and who work 
because we are engaged in a great project to build a temple, and that temple is the 
church, the body, the bride of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the master we labour for, and 
His plans which make even the breaking of rocks a noble and wonderful calling.  
 
I have been preaching and praying since I was 16 years old. I wish that I had known 
back then what I know now, perhaps I would not have wasted so much time, energy and 
money, but I would probably have made other mistakes. I have no idea how many talks 
and sermons I have delivered. At different times of my life I have preached up to eight 
or nine times a week. As time has passed, I have had less opportunities to preach 
because preaching has not been well regarded as the years have passed. Sermons get 
shorter and people fidget more and some complain that it is still too long, and that it is 
not suitable for children to be exposed to lectures. In my late teens the longest sermon I 
ever attended lasted for three and a half hours. There was one comfort break and we 
sang a hymn. We were calling out for more when the preacher asked if we had had 
enough. Eventually he said that he had had enough and brought the sermon to an end.  
 
Many teens were staying in the church hall that weekend, and very few of us got any 
sleep that night. I think we were so roused by the preaching that we were waiting to see 
if Jesus might return that night. That is enthusiasm and even if youthful and not the 
wisest, it had a reality mixed in it. What we have in Isaiah 62 is a continuation of chapter 
61 and a response to what God has said He would do for His people. Isaiah is 
enthusiastic, motivated, stirred and resolves to follow a course of action in response to 
all this. I do not think that his enthusiasm was youthful, immature or ill-advised in any 
way. This is the response of a seasoned prophet of the highest caliber, and who has 
given us undeniable evidences that he heard the word of the Lord and walked in His 
ways. Isaiah is one of the most credible witnesses we can listen to, and we need to 
listen to him carefully in these present dark days for the Church.  



 
Let me repeat something which I wrote a few weeks ago. If we ignore or downplay what 
we find in these verses, we will find ourselves with those Israelites who are condemned 
as rebels and stiff necked. We will find ourselves in the bad company of those who 
followed a form of religion which is mechanical, skin deep and which does not engage 
our hearts. These are the very characteristics which gave rise to God’s anger and 
judgment of the nation. However, if we heed what Isaiah is saying, we will be numbered 
in the remnant which God always preserves for Himself, to be the seed of a new 
generation of those who believe. In the New Testament the choice was between being a 
Pharisee or one of the humble poor who hungered and thirsted for righteousness. 
 
I have preached for many years, but if I only had one more sermon to preach, I do not 
think that I could be presented with a more important text than this one in Isaiah 62. 
 
Turn to Isaiah 62 and please read the first seven verses. Then, if you have time, read 
Isaiah 61.4-9 to refresh our memories of what God has promised and said that He 
would do. Isaiah 62.1-5 gives us the response Isaiah made to all this, but it was not 
limited to Isaiah alone. John the Baptist was the one who was the announcer of the 
coming of the Messiah, but God also had His watchmen, those who were His’ 
remembrancers,’ who told Him what He had told them to say and to constantly remind 
Him of all that He had promised. Two such people as these were Simeon and Anna, 
and it is said that Anna prayed, worshiped and spoke to others who were looking for the 
consolation of Israel. They were the watchmen who watched over the city until day 
dawned. Luke 2.38. I would go further than this and say that they were the watchmen, 
but the Pharisees and Sadducees, the religious ‘experts’ should have been the 
watchmen, but they failed utterly in this.   
 
A worthy from a past age commented in the aftermath of the Great Ejection when many 
ministers were forced out of their parishes due to new laws being enacted, that even if 
they could not preach, they could pray. History has shown that there are many times 
when prayer has done more good for the church than preaching. Good works by a 
church without prayer and preaching are not only of no value but are sinful.  
 
Isaiah begins in verse 1. He is not going to keep quiet. This means, that yes, while he is 
able to, he will preach. However verses 6 and 7 show that the larger element of this 
vocal action is directed towards God, and this is called prayer. This is the sort of prayer 
alluded to in Luke 18 where the persistent widow wins over the unrighteous judge and 
has her petition granted. In all the Scriptures, God’s prophets were people of prayer and 
preaching, especially prayer. This does not mean that Isaiah is never going to sleep or 
eat or clean his teeth because he is praying, but it does mean that he will put a large 
amount of time and energy into praying. When God places an intercession of this nature 
on His people or on individual believers, there is a way in which He also supervises the 
exercise. It is an open ended response, it will go on for life, until the objects prayed for 
are fully manifest or until God commands otherwise. Given that the vision of these 
chapters looks ahead to the end of days, then this mandate to pray will not end until the 
end of the age. Isaiah has gone to heaven, but as with Simeon and Anna, the mantle is 



handed down to the church to pick up and for others to carry for their lifetime. This is a 
marathon of marathons, not a stroll in the park.   
 
Because this is a marathon composed of marathons, because this is a fight and a 
wrestling match, God will grant periods of rest so that we will not become exhausted 
and so become more prone to be bested by temptations from the devil. Think of Elijah, 
there were periods of strenuous effort and conflict and then periods of rest given and 
appointed by God, but all the time the calling and the end was the same. 
 
This is the main thing that needs to be understood and underlined in our hearts and 
understanding. It is a valid thing to say that God does nothing without the prayers of His 
people. Let me go off on a slight, but important, tangent for a moment. I am sure that 
you have heard or been told that it is important to get up on the horse again as soon as 
possible if we have fallen off. Or perhaps to get back into the water after a scare. If we 
delay, the issue will grow arms and legs of fear and we will never get back into the 
saddle. Change the metaphor a little, or the example. I believe that the American 
Commander who had to retreat from South East Asia in the face of the overwhelming 
invasion of Japanese forces was very cast down at having to turn and retreat and leave 
the native peoples to the cruelty of the Imperial Japanese Army. However, the story 
goes, that when the Japanese were brought to surrender, the American President had 
this Commander receive the Japanese surrender. Why? It was to remove the shame of 
defeat from this man and to raise him back to dignity. 
 
Why does God call on believers to be watchmen, to not keep silent, to persist and 
persevere in calling on Him to do what He has said He would do? It is because He so 
loves us that He wants to remove our shame of being sinners who spent so much time 
as slaves to Satan, and to turn us from a rag-tag bunch of defeated and retreating 
bruised soldiers to become those who put their foot on the neck of God’s, and our, 
enemy. It is to restore us, to turn the sorrow of battle that ended in defeat into that of the 
victor, even if our bodies are cut and bruised and our uniforms are in need of renewal. 
There is nothing like a victory for those who have only known defeat. I think that it is 
possible that some of the football teams who are at the bottom of their divisions walk 
onto the field every week expecting to be overwhelmed, defeated and to walk off heads 
and hearts bowed. By prayer of this nature God is turning our downcast eyes and hearts 
which are resigned to defeat, to something totally different, ultimate victory. 
 
God has chosen this way because He loves us and wants to show us His love for us in 
more ways. He wants to include us meaningfully in His victory and the completion of His 
great plan. The way God does this is to tell us what He is going to do, and then set us 
praying for it. It’s almost as if He says that unless we ask, He will hold back the giving. If 
our generation will not do it, we will miss what God intends for us, and He will get the 
next and the next generations to do the praying. 
 
Another aside here. This is not an easy prayer assignment because it is difficult to pray 
in a way which is acceptable to God. We have to have our hearts fully engaged in it, 
and that is a difficult and costly path to enter upon in itself. We have to have clean 



hands and a pure heart, and this is a lifetime’s work. We have to learn to pray and keep 
on learning to pray and this is fighting the fight of faith. I defy anyone to say that it is a 
simple thing to pray for governments, and nations and not discover that we are entering 
the field where Satan has dominance. We need our Captain on the field of battle to 
stand behind and beside us, to call the orders and to unveil the battle plan. We cannot 
stand without the His armour and the presence of our Captain. 
 
There is an end point in view when this great prayer striving will be completed. The 
quest will be complete when righteousness shines out like the dawn. I would submit that 
this does not seem to be on the horizon at the present for our nation, Church, or the 
world. The battle is still to be joined and rejoined.  
 
At one time Jesus said that the temple was to be a house of prayer for all nations. The 
Church is still to be this. Timothy is told by Paul that the order of service is firstly prayers 
for all men. The Apostles did not get involved in the feeding of the widows, because 
their task was to give themselves to prayer and the ministry of the word. Jesus spend 
whole nights in prayer. Jesus said ‘when you pray’ not if you pray. The statements 
about prayer in the Gospels are astonishing, whatever we ask for in prayer will be given, 
but it must be right prayer and that means keeping in step with the Holy Spirt and 
praying according to the will of God. The Scriptures show us God’s ways and will, and it 
is a big subject. Paul says that we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Holy 
Spirit comes to our aid and prays in us according to the will of God. The possibilities of 
prayer and the breadth of prayer, and the vastness of the God who makes promises 
makes watchman prayers essential, so we are to give ourselves no rest, and such  
praying is an awesome matter. 
 
Let me quote a few stanzas from different hymn writers on their take on prayer. Firstly 
from the Methodist Hymn Book.  
 

‘Pour out your souls to God, 
And bow them with your knees’ 

And spread your hearts and hands abroad, 
And pray for Zion’s peace; 

Your guides and brethren bear  
Forever on your mind; 

Extend the mighty arms of prayer, 
In grasping all mankind.’   

 
I love that line about grasping all mankind. Then there is this. The flow of the song is to 
rely on God as if it were all up to Him, and to watch and pray as if it is all up to us! 
 

‘Watch, as if on that alone 
Hung the issue of the day; 

Pray that help may be sent down; 
Watch and pray.’ 

 



There is this from John Newton, 
 

‘Begone unbelief; my Saviour is near, 
And for my relief shall surely appear; 

By prayer let me wrestle, and he will perform; 
With Christ in the vessel, I smile at the storm.’ 

 
 

There are many other songs and hymns that link the hope of glory to conflict, warfare 
and prayer. At the end of the passage in Ephesians 6, Paul speaks of prayer as if the 
purpose of the Armour of God is to protect us from the wiles of the devil so that we can 
pray, 
 
‘And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 

in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.’ 
 

Even the last phrase is a monumental commission, to pray for how many of the saints? 
Some? No, All. All the saints. All the time, reminding God what He has said He would 
do, and asking Him to do what He has said He would do. Did you ever have a child in 
the back seat of the car who kept on asking, ‘are we there yet?’ It probably annoyed us 
to death. My dad used to say, ‘just round the next corner,’ and that shut us up for a few 
more moments. God does not shut us up, because He tells us to ask, and keep asking, 
seek and keep seeking, and to knock and keep knocking.  
 
Before I look at some examples of day and night prayer in the Bible, I want us to look at 
verse 4 of this chapter 62. I have commented before now on the dreadful names God 
used to describe His rebellious, hard hearted people. The Books of Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel contain similar descriptive names uses to describe His people. They are ruined 
vines, broken pots. They are idolaters, harlots, faithless wives, disobedient children, and 
on a number of occasions, God says that they are beyond a cure and are set apart for 
utter ruin. They and their land will be fruitless, invaded, burnt with fire. There will be 
wars, siege, famine, even cannibalism, and utter economic, military and social collapse. 
 
To get a taste of how big a change is to come is shown by the two names God now 
says will be attributed to them by all who look on them. The names are Hephzibah and 
Beulah. These names mean ‘delight,’ and ‘married.’ No longer are the people going to 
be a disgrace to God, but such is the transformation to come that they will be seen to be 
a delight to God, and instead of God putting them out of His house, they will be seen to 
be His Bride! Here is the question, is that a revolutionary change of fortunes, or is it a 
revolutionary change of fortunes? The only thing that connects the old Israel from the 
new is what Isaiah says in verse 1, the not keeping silent, but praying. The vision that 
God is laying out for them is dependent on this praying.  
 
I would put it to us that the future of the Church is dependent of us doing our part and 
praying. Furthermore, I would put it to us that the promised vision is so wonderful that it 
is worth the effort to put ourselves out for it and pray. I have been involved in 24/7 



prayer watches and early morning prayer over the years and I have heard of other 
similar things in different parts of the world in the present and past eras, and on looking 
back I would now make this evaluation. It takes a lot of prayer to get things done, and 
keep things right, especially when we think we are capable of doing God’s work in our 
own strength, wisdom and abilities. It takes time for prayer to show and convince us that 
without God, we can do nothing. Perhaps another way of saying this is that everything 
we do, if it is without the anointing and blessing of God is of no eternal value, and 
indeed is sinful. How many church activities are nullified by this? I wonder how many 
ministers and Pastors today see their work as prayer and the ministry of the word. Many 
people do not realise how long it can take to do this. I read about past eras of the 
church, days of blessing and fruitfulness, revivals and what led up to them. The efforts 
our forebears expended themselves upon was astonishing. Knox’s, ‘give me Scotland 
or I die’ was not a slogan for a Reformation ‘T’ shirt, but was a cry of anguished desire 
and an abounding faith. Knox wanted Scotland not just Edinburgh and not just the Royal 
Mile in Edinburgh!   
 
Let’s look at some examples of prayers in the Bible that have this characteristic of 
intensity for a long time or until the blessing being sought is given. 
 
Moses praying after the Golden Calf incident. Exodus 32.7-10 and 30-35. 
 
The scene is that Moses has gone up the mountain where he received the Ten 
Commandments and instructions on how to reverently worship God. Meanwhile back at 
the camp, the people became impatient because Moses had been away for a long time. 
They made an image out of gold and called it their God!  God is angry with the people 
and tells Moses that He is going to destroy them all and start making a new people from 
Moses. That sounds quite good if you are Moses, but Moses did not think of Himself. He 
did not even think of the people alone, but prays saying in effect verses 11-16, that if 
God destroyed the people, it would have the nations talking, and Moses says, ‘God, if 
you destroy the people, what will the neighbours say, your name will be mud!’  That is a 
very free paraphrase, but at the heart of Moses prayer was a sincere jealousy for God’s 
reputation and honour. He almost ignores the offer that God would make him the head 
of a new nation, and gives arguments why God must save and forgive His people. God 
of course knew this, but still Moses had to pray. Moses prayer saved the whole nation 
as it were, and his motive was jealousy that God’s Name should be hallowed, and that 
His reputation should not be seen wrongly by the perverse eyes of the surrounding 
nations. 
 
Here is a principle that arises from this example of persistent, intense prayer that goes 
on until God grants the request. Only the meek, only those who are supremely 
concerned with the honour of God, and not their own, can pray such prayers. This 
means that character must be holy before prayer of this force can be prayed. Character 
takes time, the Cross and diligence to grow, and so to pray in such a way as Moses did 
is the fruit of a worked over character and life. Think how old Moses was before he was 
ready for the great work he was intended for. All those years in the wilderness living as 
a nobody was what made him meek. Who we are affects fundamentally how we pray. 



 
Daniels prayer concerning the ending of the 70 years of exile in Babylon and a vision of 
the future. Daniel 10.1-14  
 
Daniel has a vision which he does not understand clearly. His response is to fast and 
mourn, verse 12 indicates that he also prayed. This went on for three weeks before an 
angel appears to him and tells him that his prayer was heard from the first day, but there 
was a demonic spirit which resisted the coming of the messenger angel. The implication 
is that Daniels prayer for understanding was heard and granted the first day, but it took 
three weeks of prayer and the aid of a mightier angel to get the message through. 
Daniels prayer was the earthly part of the conflict, the angelic help to the messenger 
angel was heavens part. Both were required for the outcome to be successful.  
 
Here we have a second principle of this type of prayer. Because there is Satanic 
opposition to the purposes of God and the success of our praying, we require to pray 
and not give up. This sort of prayer we have seen requires character, it also requires 
that we be soldiers and engage in wrestling with the enemy. Even if we do not realise it, 
we are in a war. To fast and mourn is definitely a sign of an intensity in Daniel regarding 
the matter. It was only after three weeks that Daniel understood and was told what was 
happening in the unseen realms of the spirit world, but he would have kept going, he 
would have continued praying until the angel came, be it a month, a year or more. We 
have to persist, not to be silent until we receive our petition. I think that I have often 
given up too soon. I sometimes wonder how much I have forfeited by not sticking in and 
persisting to the end. It is in our nature to faint. 
 
I have already mentioned the parable of the persistent widow and the unjust judge 
which we find in Luke 18. 
 
The first verse of the passage gives the message. It tells us that men should always 
pray and not give up. The story is given to show that if a widow woman, the weakest 
and most disadvantaged member of society can conquer an unjust judge who has no 
regard for either God or man, what are the possibilities of gaining our request for justice 
from a good God who loves justice and who loves us? This does not mean that God is a 
push over. Many of the things we are commanded to pray for are rather large, the 
Kingdom to come, God’s will to be done. There is a lot of earth to be moved before a 
palace can be built, so prayer for matters like the Kingdom take a lot of things to be 
accomplished first. Hence the need to pray and keep on praying and not give up. It is 
part of the remnants of our fallen natures to give up, and this in itself is a worthy topic of 
unceasing prayer! There were a lot of people and specific events and places involved in 
my coming to personal faith. Even now I marvel at all the pieces of the jig-saw that had 
to be in the right place at specific moments, no wonder there needs to be much prayer 
even for the lives of individuals never mind cities, communities and nations. 
 
Lastly, here are two of my hero’s, Anna and Simeon. We find their history in Luke 2. 36 
and following. 
 



I want to focus on Anna. We read that she had been widowed quite young, and from 
then on, she devoted herself to worship and prayer, the two go together. Worship has 
its focus on the person and ways of God. Having ‘seen’ God as great, mighty, good, 
merciful, the creator and master, this sets us on the right path to pray God-sized 
prayers. As long as we still remember that even our God-sized prayers are very low, we 
will be safe. Remember Ephesians 3.20 tells us that God is able to do abundantly above 
all we can ask or think. Even our highest and best praying is like the mumblings of 
children, but God likes it when His children come and ask. 
 
We are told that she followed a life of prayer and fasting night and day, and she was 
looking for the consolation of Israel. We could say that she was taking passages like 
Isaiah 60, 61 and 62 very seriously. She was praying and holding on to the promises of 
God which promised the restoration and above this, the lifting up of Israel beyond 
anything they ever had before. It is to such a woman as Anna and a man like Simeon, 
that God revealed the presence of the Messiah even as an eight day old baby. These 
two people were looking for the coming of the Messiah, they were praying for it, and 
they lived to see it. However, the text leaves the possibility that Anna had been praying 
for a long, long time. If anyone had asked her if her devotion, sacrifice and singleness of 
mind had been worth it, I think her eyes would have filled with tears and she would have 
said it was worth every cold night and every scorching day. I also think that she would 
have said that what she had done was not a big burden in comparison to what she had 
prayed for and received. She and Simeon and their followers have the distinction of 
being that body of believers who prayed Jesus down to earth as it were, and were the 
spiritual mid-wives of the greatest event and blessing in history, the coming of the 
Messiah. I think that these two worthies will be at a top table at the Marriage feast of the 
Lamb. I think that they will be adorned in especially wonderful robes, but I am sure that 
they will have their eyes on the Lord and not on their garments! 
 
We are told in the Book of Revelation 22.20 that the cry of the church at the end of ages 
will be ‘Maranatha,’ which means, ‘Come Lord Jesus.’ We are invited to pray for the 
second coming of Christ, now that prayer needs to be constantly vocalized. That 
request should never be silenced, and it is a prayer to be prayed until He comes.  
 
So there we have it, Isaiah presents us with a vision of coming glory, and then embarks 
on a glorious course of praying. Not just saying prayers, but prayer that flows from a 
heart deeply engaged with God and from a heart which has been and is being freed 
from the shackles and gloom of this passing world. Future glory and glorious prayer 
goes together. 
 
I want to be very practical to finish. My one desire in life is to learn to pray. Prayer is 
learned, and we start learning from today. Yesterday is gone, the opportunity to pray 
then is past never to be reclaimed, but even if we wasted yesterday, there is a new day 
today. Even if we have been disinclined in the past to pray, or have tried it on and off 
and have found it boring, difficult or run out of words after 30 seconds, it is learned, and 
can only be learned by doing it. Those of you who have had children, we did not 
despise them when they were learning to walk. In fact when they took their first step and 



fell down, we were thrilled. As they tried to walk, they got better. In fact there are some 
children who even went on to run a sub 10 second 100 meters! They didn’t start off that 
way. Even Usain Bolt tottered as a toddler! 
 
We learn to pray by doing it. When we do it we are confronted by our weakness and 
ignorance of what to pray for and how to do it. But we learn with Christ in His school of 
prayer. The class meets privately for personal tuition, and then the general lessons are 
learned in class with all the other children. This is private devotion, and gathering with 
others to pray. We need both. Therefore, when a prayer gathering is announced, come, 
get involved. It does not mean you have to pray out loud, but eventually you will 
because you will hear others just like you praying and fumbling over words and 
grammar. That does not matter because often the desire of the heart cannot be easily 
expressed in words. So whether it is a Zoom prayer gathering or some other format, 
come. You don’t even have to say ‘Amen’ to others prayer, but if you do say that, it is in 
itself a prayer.     
 
I commend verse 1 of Isaiah 62 for our close attention.  
 
       
 
  


