
Sunday 28th February 2021 
Isaiah 65 

God’s answer to Isaiah’s Prayer 
 

It might be expected that in the aftermath of the mighty prayer that Isaiah prayed in 
chapter 64, that something very dramatic would happen. How could such a prayer as 
this, its heartfelt passion, its intensity, the logic and biblical truth of its argument be 
ignored by God. This is especially so because of the unique calling and the undoubted 
sincerity, humility and obedience of Isaiah’s heart. However, Isaiah’s prayer was 
answered by God, but not in the way that we, and possibly he, would have hoped! 
There are many mighty prayers in the Bible which God answered in the terms in which 
they were asked. Moses’ prayer for the lives of the nation after the Golden Calf with its 
idolatry was answered. Daniel’s prayer for understanding was answered. Nehemiah’s 
prayer for the favour of the King was answered. Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of 
the Temple was answered.  
 
However, there are a few other examples of prayers in the Bible which receive an 
answer which at first sight appear to be denial of the request. Abraham’s prayer that 
God would spare the cities Genesis 18. He asked God to spare the cities if there were 
10 righteous people in them. There were not 10 to be found, only Lot, his wife and his 
daughters, and God destroyed the cities. Do you remember the agonized prayer of 
Jesus in the garden, we find this in Luke 22.39-46. Jesus, knowing that He was on the 
direct path to the Cross with its pain, shame, suffering and the laying of the sin of the 
world on His guiltless shoulders, prays that if possible He might be spared this dreadful 
trial. However, He was willing to go to the Cross in obedience to the will of the Father. It 
was impossible that Christ would avoid the ordeal, but even knowing that this was the 
event of events which would save His chosen people did not make the prospect any 
easier.  
 
The Easter hymn is true even though not adequately thought about, when it says. 
 

‘We may not know, we cannot tell 
What pains He had to bear; 
But we believe it was for us 

He hung and suffered there.’ 
 

We will never know how much it cost Jesus to go to the Cross for us. Paul gets closest 
to the mystery of Christ taking our place as our substitute when he says in 2 Corinthians 
5.21, 
 

‘God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God.’ 

 
There is no way for us to understand this since there are none of us that were not born 
sinful and have walked in sin ever since. Perhaps if we were transformed into a rock, 



but with self-awareness we would have some idea of what it was like to become 
something totally other that who we were.  
 
Here is the question. Was the ‘refusal’ of Jesus prayer something that was required 
because something greater was in process, or did God just refuse the request? I hope 
that all agree that the apparent refusal of Jesus request was because the Father and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit were engaged in a greater work than that of sparing Jesus 
suffering. The trinity was engaged in the work that would for-ever lay down the path and 
open the door for the salvation of many, many people. 
 
There is further to this the reality that in this prayer of Jesus, He is affirming that He is a 
willing sacrifice and that His intent is full obedience to God even in the face of the 
dreadful things that He was about to suffer. He was a willing sacrifice, His suffering was 
for others, God was Himself paying, as it were, the debts of humanity by Himself both to 
silence the Law, fulfill all righteousness, and to do so by His absolute and amazing love. 
Truly the hymn is correct when it says, 
 

‘See, from His head, His hands, His feet 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down, 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

And thorns compose so rich a crown?’  
 

While thinking about the Cross, which is a bit of a tangent to Isaiah 65, but can the 
Cross ever be a tangent? What sorrow did Christ bear on the Cross? Well, here is one 
to think about. Jesus who was the Son of God and as a man loved the Father with all 
His heart, soul and mind, when He became sin for us, He hung on the Cross as one 
who was a transgressor against the One that He loved most. We will never experience 
that except in a smaller way when in the throes of repentance as we feel the sorrow of 
offending the One we desire to love. 
 
So, in a sense, Jesus prayer was refused because God was doing something much, 
much greater. Prayer is simple, but it is also one of the most demanding of the prime 
Christian disciplines. I have commented before that a child playing their violin at an end 
of term concert is one thing, but a concert with a concert violinist is another thing. There 
are the prayers of children and the prayers of grown-ups. Isaiah has prayed a grown up 
prayer, just like the model Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount is actually the 
grown up prayer. I will explain in a moment when we get into the text of Chapter 65. 
 
Read Isaiah chapter 65 verses 1-7 
 
God replies to Isaiah, and His answer, as I have said, is perhaps not what we might 
have expected. Isaiah has cried out loud and passionately as if he has to shout loudly 
for his voice to reach a God who is far away. He cries out desperately as if he is 
pleading with a God who has already turned away from His people for-ever. This is the 
nature of true prayer. At times we are to pray with vehemence and passion and energy 
as if the outcome of the crisis was dependent on our prayer alone. It is never dependent 



on us alone, but think of the prayers of Hannah in 1 Samuel 1, and the crying out of 
blind Bartimaeus. Their requests were granted, it seemed to depend on them, but it was 
not that simple. God likes it when we pray no holds barred and hang on to the tail of His 
robe and don’t let go! 
 
Refer back to Isaiah 59 verses 1-2. God is not deaf, neither is He far away from His 
people, but it is the people who because of their sin have become blinded to His 
presence and deafened to His overtures. There are two important points to apply here 
based on this fact that God is present everywhere and at all times. 
 
Firstly for the believer. No matter how dark our day may seem, no matter how far God 
seems removed from us, from seeing us, hearing us, or speaking to us, He is not far 
away. Our senses, our feelings are not the criteria of truth, faith is. I want to live by sight 
and feelings as much as anyone, but constant sight mitigates against faith, and it is faith 
that pleases God. We are to have faith and hope in God’s promises and character, and 
faith and hope gives rise to trust. The feelings will probably come, but they do not alter 
or diminish truth. God sees, God knows, and He awaits to be gracious to us. 
 
Secondly, to those who do not believe. You may have convinced yourselves that God 
does not see you, but He does. You may think that because God has not seemed to 
oppose you that you have got away with all you have done, but this is not how it is. It is 
the mercy of God to convict us of our sin in this life so that we can repent. Without 
repentance and Christ coming into our lives we will die in our sins and our eternal 
destiny will be the pit. God will have justice done. Either His justice will be executed on 
Jesus on our behalf, or if we do not believe in Christ, we will face that justice and 
sentence ourselves. It behoves us to turn to Christ to be delivered from a terrible 
eternity. 
 
God answers Isaiah and tells him that He has been revealing Himself constantly to His 
wayward people. God had sent judges, good kings, prophets to them and yet they had 
refused to heed them and preferred to go their own way. It was not God who was 
prodigal, but the people. It was not God who was deaf and blind, but the people. They 
were like children in a bad mood with their parents who in the heat of argument blurt out 
things like, ‘I never asked to be born,’ or ‘what have you ever done for me, except spoil 
my fun?’ I am sure some parents have had this said by their children who were in a 
bratty mood. This is how the people had treated God, and yet it was they who accused 
God of being uncaring. 
 
To the Lord’s Prayer in the Sermon on the Mount. Isaiah has prayed an atomic level 
prayer on a par with the model prayer Jesus taught us to pray. The second and third 
petition are ‘Your Kingdom come, your will be done.’ In a sense these are very closely 
connected, but it is worth seeing them as blocks built on top of each other because 
each qualifies the other and adds to it. These are dangerous prayers to pray, because 
at their most fundamental level, we are being told to pray for the end of the age when 
the Kingdom will come in its fullness, and the will of God shall be done in its fullness. 
This will be the coming of full salvation, a new heaven and earth as mentioned later in 



the chapter, and this will precipitate the final evaluation, judgment and the separation of 
the sheep from the goats, the wicked from the righteous and the exaltation of the saints 
and the casting of the wicked into hell. That is quite a thing to pray for. To ask God to 
come down and rend the heavens is such a prayer. It is asking God to do what He will 
do at the end of the age. God’s reply is affirmative that this will happen, but before that 
inevitable end, He has a new people to redeem and restore. Isaiah’s prayer is not 
refused as such, but God is saying that one of the premises of it is not accurate in that 
He is not distant and unwilling to save. However Isaiah is being told that before the final 
summation of all things, there are purposes of mercy that God is going to achieve. 
 
Read Isaiah 65 verses 8-12. These verses are the second speech of God.  
 
The allusion of the bunch of grapes is saying that even though the first pressing of the 
grape harvest has yielded bitter unpalatable wine, there is a second pressing which will 
produce a better vintage, and it is with this that God is now concerned. This is the 
remnant that God will keep for Himself, those who with Isaiah have called out and to 
whom God will respond. God will not respond and save all people, despite the 
universalism which is prevalent today. This is a message which we find in both 
Testaments, and yet which is denied by so many. It is not niceness, or goodness, not 
even good works and church membership that saves, but faith in Christ alone. This is a 
serious matter, the issue of final judgment is not often preached about today, but there 
is no statute of limitations on sin, and so the day of accounting is coming. The only 
refuge from the sentence of the broken Law of God is by being sheltered in Christ.  
 
Are we in Christ? That is the fundamental question of life, how do we answer? 
 
These verses are addressed to the remnant, those who are servants of God. Do you 
remember in Elijah’s day, he thought that he was the only faithful servant left? God told 
him that He had a small group of people who had not bowed the knee to Baal, the idol 
god. These people are those whom God has kept for Himself to be the seed of a new 
people, a people which will include some from every nation, people and tribe and not 
just those of Israel. God will bless them and keep them. Verses 8-10 describe what 
Israel would term Shalom peace, a condition of peace and security from God, a day 
when God would cause His face to shine on them and to be gracious and gentle 
towards them.  
 
Verses 11-12 shows the other side of the equation. These who have forsaken the Lord 
and gone after other solutions than faith and trust in God, they are doomed to 
destruction at the hands of the Babylonians.  
 
Read verses 13-16. These verses are the third part of God’s speech.   
 
In these verses we have a statement of the different experience of the righteous and the 
wicked. This is a major theme of Psalms as exemplified in Psalm 1 where the righteous 
are spoken of as trees planted by water, and the wicked are compared to chaff which 
the wind blows away. In all these, the contrast between those who go their own way in 



wickedness is strongly contrasted to the future of the righteous even if they are few in 
numbers and walk a faltering path. We do in these days need to take these matters 
seriously. We are talking about heaven and hell, eternal life and eternal death. Our 
society has become so self-absorbed and so proud and think that we are masters of our 
own fate so that few think about what happens one second after we close our eyes in 
death. Would we be so casual about driving off in our cars and saying that we don’t 
believe that we will need brakes, so it doesn’t matter if they are working or not? We are 
such a superficial society, just witness the poor quality of News and journalism. People 
need to be told about eternal questions and the children need to be told the Bible stories 
so they have something to work on. Ignorance will see no-one to heaven. 
 
Here the contrast between the future of the righteous remnant and the rest of the people 
is outlined. Read the verses, which group do we want to be in? The choice is simple, we 
can choose to be hungry, thirsty, be in shame, cry, be in anguish and have a broken 
spirit. The alternative is to have food and drink, to rejoice and sing out of joy of heart. 
Those are the choices, we cannot mix and match, we either take one or the other. 
 
If we were to desire to have the eating and drinking, the joy and rejoicing way of life, 
then that means we have to go God’s way and not our own. This means repentance, 
seeking God, being serious about sin and the state of our souls, it is really a very radical 
change to what we see all about us. This will cost, because while we go along in the 
flow, all is well, but if we start going against the tide, we will not be popular! However, 
our lives are at risk if we go on in our own way and refuse God’s way. 
 
This is the conclusion of this passage, cursing and death await the wicked, but newness 
of life awaits the righteous. When put in those stark terms, it seems to me that no-one 
but a fool would chose the path of wickedness, but the Psalm says that the fool says in 
his heart that there is no God, and fools continue to say such things even though the 
world considers such people as the sophisticated elite. The Bible is less fawning, it calls 
all such fools.  
 
Read verses 17-25. These verses tell us why Isaiah’s prayer was not answered in a 
way expected or hoped for by him at that time. 
 
It was because God is working towards the conclusion of His great plan. Having offered 
salvation to all, He has appointed a day when the days of grace come to an end, and 
He will fashion a new heaven and a new earth. This will not be a repairing of the old 
fallen world in which we now live, but a brand new, unspoiled and un-spoilable world. 
Every reason for decay, unhappiness and sadness will have been removed, all sin, all 
the spiteful evil of the devil will have been punished and dealt with, and a paradise, 
even better than Eden will come down. The language gives us reason that there will be 
continuity with this present world, but discontinuity in that perfection will rule which is 
absent from this world.  
 
This is not pie in the sky, but we might say that this is the pickup of the history begun 
when Adam walked with God in the cool of the evening. There have been many lumps 



and bumps in-between, but now the story of peace and harmony continues towards its 
eternal process. This is what humanity was created for, not for thorns and thistles, 
seventy years and then death, but for the eternal presence of God’s company. 
 
Each of these verses brings situations to mind. Verse 19 for example. I wonder how 
many gallons of tears have been shed over the years? I wonder is there a home in the 
country, any country of the world, which has not had times of tears. I think of all the TV 
newsreel I have seen over the years of crying children, mothers and fathers who have, 
or are about to lose family members to disease, hunger and war. I think of those people 
interviewed recently on TV who lost parents, husbands and wives to Covid and were not 
even able to be there at the end. In the new heaven and earth, there will be none of 
these things. Verse 20. I have been with parents as their new born child passed away 
after a few hours or a few days of life. I have to say that there is nothing which prepares 
you for the cry of a newly bereft mother. It is a unique cry and one I would not want to 
hear often again. There will be none of that in this new world.  
 
Look at verse 24. I dare say some will have had experiences like this, but this is 
generally not the everyday experience of those who pray. It goes back to the blessing of 
God’s covenant promise in Deuteronomy 4.7, a God so near to them whenever they 
pray to Him.  
 
The final verse 25 is the heavenly world where even the base instincts of the creatures 
is transformed. 
 
Let me put it to us in this way. Some people say that they work for the good of mankind. 
Others expend their life in feeding relief and disease relief. Others spend their lives in 
advocating on behalf of the weak and those who have no voice. At present all over the 
world we see people of all ages and ethnic groups taking to the streets in the name of 
freedom of speech, democracy, justice and a living wage. We may soon need to do 
such things in the UK as so many strange things have been introduced even apart from 
the Covid restrictions, don’t think it could not happen in the UK. Northern Ireland is a bit 
of a powder keg again due to the water based border in the Irish Sea and other matters. 
Many of these ventures are noble and probably need to be done. However, as 
Christians we also have a higher calling. It is good that Christians pioneer much relief 
and charity work, but we are commissioned to be people who pray gracious favour from 
heaven to earth, and what could be more important and loving to a suffering, sinful 
humanity than to pray for God to bring the ages to a conclusion and to bring down a 
new heaven and earth.  This being so, it also behoves us to expend ourselves in 
seeking to bring people into relationship with God so that they enter this new heaven 
and earth and are not eternally lost. 
 
John Wesley once said that the Methodist ministers and people had ‘nothing to do but 
win souls,’ and he was right. However it can only be done with the power of God and 
this is released by prayer. So, it is not surprising that one of the main features of the 
lives of the Wesleys was prayer. This should characterize the people who are 
Christians, prayer and witness, witness and prayer, because the day is coming fast 



when all will be made new, and the opportunity to repent and be born again will be 
passed.  
 
As and when, and if, churches open up again, and we are able to meet up with people 
and have free social interactions again, this must be the principle things in our thinking 
and living. It needs to effect everything that we do as a church. To pray, to see people 
come to faith, and so be rescued from death and be ready for what is certainly coming. 
 

 


