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Isaiah 63.7-64.12. 

Isaiah’s Prayer 
 

We come now to Isaiah’s response to the magnificent promises and vision which he 
has received and reported in the last few chapters. I have said this many times 
already, but the vision which is given for the near future, the middle future, and the 
end of the age has to be responded to. What God has said will happen, will certainly 
happen no matter what, but unless we respond to it in an appropriate way, we 
ourselves run the hazard of missing it. Do you remember the parable of the five 
foolish virgins? They did not make it into the marriage feast because they had not 
responded to the situation by having a supply of oil. The marriage feast went ahead, 
but because they had not responded in the appropriate way, they missed the 
experience and the blessing. There are blessings to be received from God, but if we 
do not respond in the correct manner, we may well miss them. This is hard truth, and 
has many different caveats, but these parables are given to us to warn us not to miss 
what could be because we have been sullen or unthinking in our response to the 
invitation. We could also appeal to the parable of the feast which was refused by 
some because they made excuses that they had other things to do. 
 
This prayer of Isaiah is one of the less well known, but magnificent, prayers of the 
Bible. In it Isaiah gives us a master class in the highest form of prayer human lips 
can utter. This type of prayer is intercession based on nothing less but the very 
character of God. In this prayer, Isaiah also exposes his own heart and personal 
spiritual life. I will struggle to do this passage justice. It is the sort of passage that 
would require a whole book to be written just to begin to open up its profound depths 
and to outline the teachings and possibilities that such a prayer presents us with. I 
will attempt to touch on the breadth and the profundity of it under a number of 
headings. 
 
Firstly, the setting of the prayer. 
Second, the one who offers the prayer. 
Thirdly, the One to whom the prayer is addressed and Isaiah’s knowledge of this 
One. 
Fourth, the content and the argument of the prayer.  
Fifthly, the grounds of assurance of a certain answer to the prayer. 
 
Firstly, the setting of the prayer.  
 
Vision has been given, promises made, the means by which the restoration and 
recovery of Jerusalem and Judah has been given in graphic vision. The Servant of 
God will accomplish all this as the lone soldier, the lone hero who will defeat all of 
the people’s enemies. This is of course a vision of the Cross of Christ, where Christ 
dealt once and for all with the enemies of mankind, namely, sin and sins, death and 
Satan. Christ did this on His own because none could be found who were able to 
assist Him, since all were under the sentence of death, the bondage to Satan, and 
the mastery of sin. You cannot defeat an enemy with troops who are in league with 
the enemy and are under his command. Treacherous soldiers are not the sort which 
you would want to trust your back to, would you? 



Even though everything so far promised and so far accomplished in the history of 
salvation is absolutely sure, there is something which people have to do, especially, 
and only the people who belong to God can do. God will be true to His promises. He 
will fulfill those promises which relate to the future, and the assurance of that is the 
evidence of His having fulfilled the promises which relate to the past. Having been 
proved faithful in the past is the reason we can trust God for the promises for the 
future and the present. God’s faithfulness in the past and even the present give us 
grounds for a realistic hope for what is yet promised to come. This needs to be 
repeated and burned into our hearts. When we buy a house, we put down a deposit, 
it is the sign that we mean business and that our intention is to complete the 
purchase assuming the mortgage is secured. Past fulfillments are one of God’s down 
payments on what is to come. In Ephesians 1.13 we are told that the giving of the 
Holy Spirit to the believer is the down payment on what is yet to come in fullness. 
 
The hymn by John Newton conveys this idea to us. The hymn begins, ‘Begone, 
unbelief.’ Here is an important aside. The only way to respond to the future promises 
and vision God gives us is faith. It does not mean that we understand how things will 
come about or how God will fulfill the impossible, neither does it mean that our minds 
and flesh will not scream at us in unbelief, but here is Newton’s advice how to 
proceed when faced with the magnitude of God’s promises. Stanza 3 is as follows, 
 

‘His love in times past forbids me to think 
He’ll leave me at last in trouble to sink; 
While each Ebenezer I have in review 

Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through.’ 
 

The Ebenezer here can be found in 1 Samuel 7.12 where Samuel sets up a stone as 
a memorial to remind the people that God helped them against the Philistines. It was 
a memorial of God’s help and a great victory over a sworn enemy. When God does 
something for us it is good to set up some reminder. Plant a tree, buy a book or a 
mug, write a poem or a testimony or something that reminds us every time we see  
them of what God has done for us. Don’t put these items away in a cupboard, keep 
them out on the shelf so we see them and remember God’s mercies on a regular 
basis. This serves to remind us that God has been good to us, has fulfilled a promise 
of mercy to us, and this will serve to remind us that the one who has had mercy on 
us can still be looked to for mercy in the future. We are so forgetful of God’s 
goodnesses to us, and this is a hindrances to faith for today. 
 
A word about prayer. Prayer is the simplest of speech that even a child can utter. 
Prayer is the most sublime form of speech because it addresses the One who is 
God. We love the things children do, the fridge art, the stories, their requests for this 
and that, their imaginations and we condescend to them and tell them their  paintings 
are wonderful and their stories so clever. However, if we got the same thing from a 
grown up, we would not be so enthused. So it is with prayer. We are to grow in this 
and become more proficient in it. Almost anyone can kick a ball between two posts, 
but it is more complicated and greater skill is required if we are playing for a first 
division team. Children’s kick about, will no longer do, there is to be mature play. In 
Isaiah’s prayer, we get to listen in to a mature intercessor and we are permitted to do 
so to teach, instruct and stir our hearts to grow up to such a stature.  
 



Second, the one who offers the prayer. 
 
Isaiah is a prophet, not self-appointed like so many today, but appointed and 
equipped by God. We read about his encounter and call by God in chapter 5. He has 
a wonderful vision of God and sees the Lord high and lifted up. He is confronted with 
absolute holiness, and he falls before God utterly undone and aware of the complete 
difference between a sinful man and the God who is holy. Isaiah never gets over this 
encounter. There are lots of people in the Bible who have strong encounters like this, 
and they are never the same again. There was Jacob who limped for the rest of his 
life, and Paul who got knocked off his donkey and was never the same again! We 
don’t have to have an encounter of such intensity, most of us won’t, but for each 
person who comes to Christ, their encounter is life changing and is unique and 
special to them.   
 
Isaiah, by the time of this prayer has been a prophet for many years, his ministry 
was generally rejected by most of the people in Jerusalem with a few exceptions 
and times. He is a man with a broken heart, first because the people have rejected 
God, the One who was waiting to be gracious to the people, and also because his 
heart was broken because the people were sealing their fate by their rebellion and 
disobedience so bringing disgrace upon God. Think of the father of the prodigal son. 
The son had disrespected the father and that hurt, but he had also set out on a path 
which could only lead to grief, and no doubt this was a heart-break for the father 
also. What would his neighbours think of a father who could not command the 
respect of his own children? If society was anything like ours today, don’t you think 
that there would be gossip and whispering behind the father’s back, and that his 
reputation would be diminished in the eyes of those around him? Isaiah had been so 
changed by his encounters with God that he was not self-conscious about what 
people thought of him, so his prayer is motivated with a jealousy over God’s honour. 
In effect he says to God that it is not in God’s nature to begin a work and not bring it 
to completion. His hope is entirely in God.  
 
Anyone who prays and aspires to be heard on high will have to make peace with the 
fact that God will strip us bare of self-confidence, of any sense that we deserve God 
to do anything for us, place no confidence in any gifts, graces, abilities we think we 
may have, and come empty handed to God to implore nothing but His mercy. This 
takes time, and usually trouble, suffering and often misunderstanding. It is a 
humbling and difficult thing to come to the realization and truth that we cannot even 
add a day to our lives or a hair to our heads. If we cannot do this, what makes us 
think that we can in ourselves make any difference in the cosmic matters of 
existence? However, this is what prayer can do, when offered by people who are 
taken up with the glory, the honour and the will of God, and not their own affairs.  
 
I often wonder how it is that so many church going people can be so jolly when the 
church is in the condition it is in. Perhaps it is because people do not read church 
history and so do not know of the high and holy days that have happened in 
Scotland in former times. Did you know that there was a Communion Season in 
Dunfermline where thousands attended and it took days to serve all the people? 
That was back in 1745 I think, the days of Whitfield and Wesley. No electronic PA 
systems back then!  Perhaps we have become satisfied with filing in and filing out of 
services with no expectation of being confronted with a holy God. It has often 



happened before that just about the time that the church was about to keel over and 
die, God has stepped in and transformed her fortunes. We live in an hour where we 
desperately need God to step in. We live in an hour where we desperately need the 
Isaiahs, the Daniels, the Samuels, the Apostles who will pray and seek God and lay 
hold of Him and not let go until He makes Jerusalem, the Church, once again a 
source of praise to Him in the earth. Will we do this, will we embark on such a path 
of humility and meekness which will be costly and which will be misunderstood?  
 
We need people to pray as they have never done so before. There is at present in 
the Church of Scotland a ‘Radical Action Plan.’ It will see presbyteries reduced in 
numbers and the areas covered by these new Presbyteries’ hugely increase in area. 
All this with the expectation that the number of ministers will be reduced over the 
next few years down to 14.9 in the present Presbytery of Gordon. This is a 
management plan for decline, but will solve nothing because the church has 
departed so far as a body from anything that would have been recognizable as 
Presbyterianism to those who went before. The church has often been in periods of 
great decline, and seeking God and His mercy in revivals has restored our fortunes. 
We need this again. For our members to seek God and for God to come down and 
bestow upon us undeserved mercies. 
 
I read recently a book of talks by C.H. Spurgeon. He was encouraging his people to 
pray earnestly for revival because of the decline in the Baptist Church in his later 
years. This despite the fact that Spurgeon was seeing 1000 to 1200 people attend 
the Monday Night prayer meeting. If that happened in London today, people would 
say that revival had come and would be writing books about it. Not so Spurgeon, he 
had seen greater things than this and was calling on God to do even more and to 
impact the life of the city and nation which was in terrible decline. If they were calling 
out for mercy then, how much more do we need to do so today when things 
unimaginable then are common currency today? 
 
 
Thirdly, the One to whom prayer is offered.   
  
Verses 7-14 is Isaiah’s preparation for prayer. We would probably not turn up for a 
job interview in our gardening clothes, nor would we wear our shorts and T-shirts to 
a royal garden party, yet we think that we can turn up to prayer and think we will 
have access to God dressed in our own righteousness and commend ourselves to 
God because we think we are nice or good! That is not how it works. It may be cute 
for a toddler to do so, but not a grown up. I do not think that as Christians we are as 
grown up as we think we are! We would come to such events washed and having 
taken care to dress ourselves in an appropriate way. When we entered a church for 
a daughters’ wedding, we would not, I hope, want ourselves to be the center of 
attention. Over the years I have had to deal with a couple of bridesmaids who 
thought that it was all about them! When we come to pray, it is not about us and 
what we want, but about God’s purposes, will and promises. These include our 
highest good, so we need not fear that in praying in such a way will not also bring 
mercy and good to us as a consequence of seeking the honour and glory of God.  
 
Prayer is not about us, it is about God and His kingdom and His will. We often have 
heard people who come into a prayer gathering and from the start all they do is 



demand God to do this and that for them. God may respond at first if they are new 
believers, but once they begin to see that God is a big God, and that we are small 
fry, then things usually change. 
 
Isaiah firstly takes time to remember who God is and what He has done for the 
people he is concerned to pray for. Even though the situation is serious and that 
great promises have been made, these are not what he starts with. Isaiah takes time 
to acquaint his soul with who God is, and especially who God is in regards to the 
people of Jerusalem and Judah. He takes time to consider the character and person 
of God as has been revealed in the history of Israel. Look at verse 7, God is the One 
who has been kind and good to Israel. Specifically, the founding moment of Israel is 
called to mind, the Exodus. This is recalled in verses 11- 14. God took the people out 
of Egypt, across the Red Sea and into the land, and all this to show the people that 
He was well able to do all things that were required for their safety and protection.  
 
All of that is history but now in verse 15 Isaiah looks on the present state of the 
people, exile, judgment, the anger of God, God becoming an enemy. This happened 
to them because of their complete lack of gratitude and obedience to God their 
benefactor. God had drawn them to Him with cords of love, but the people refused to 
come. God then applied the rod to their backs as discipline. However the people 
clenched their fists, gritted their teeth in defiance like willful children who refuse to 
learn. Then God came in force and broke them. That is the history of Israel in a 
nutshell. The motivation was God’s desire to save and have a people for His own. 
Indeed, we have seen as we went through Isaiah that they attributed  success to 
their own abilities and in trouble did not turn to God but to pagan nations and 
became infected and defiled by all the paganism they embraced and became the 
worst of all nations.   
 
Fourthly the nature and the argument of the prayer.     
 
This prayer is a model of vital, intelligent prayer. Much prayer is just a list of often 
unrelated requests more like a shopping list than anything else. If God should ask us 
why He should do any of the things we request most of us would be reduced to 
saying either because we need them, want them, or we think they would be good 
ideas! This is just like throwing mud at a wall and hoping that some will stick. Isaiah’s 
prayer is very different from this. It starts, as I have said, with looking at God and the 
history of His dealings with His people, now it switches to look at the actual state of 
the people. The reason for this is that Isaiah is presenting a case to God, he is 
framing a prayer, inspired by the Holy Spirit, which will present a case which God will 
have to agree is a valid reason to act on behalf of the people. Nowhere does Isaiah 
say that the people are not all bad, or deserve something, but it is all based on the 
character of God. Indeed, verse 16 finds Isaiah conceding that even though the 
people are the descendants of Abraham, they would be unrecognizable by Abraham 
as being of his stock. Abraham was a man of humility, faith, patience and 
perseverance and obedience. These descendants of his have none of these 
characteristics. Furthermore, Isaiah presses on God and reminds God of the relation 
in which the people stand with Him. Even though they are now unlike what they 
should be, the basis of fact has not changed. They are the people God has chosen. 
It is like the father of the prodigal, no matter how long the boy had been away from 
home, no matter how far he had departed from what a son of the father would have 



been expected to be like, blood is thicker than water, and the prodigal is still a son 
and a child of the fathers home. By the time the prodigal returned, he had long 
ceased to regard himself as a son and asked to be a servant. However, despite the 
boy’s horrible attitudes before, and what he had done since, he was still the child of 
the father. 
 
This is what Isaiah is saying to God. He is saying that even though the people of his 
day were nothing like their forefather Abraham nor like the Israelites when they were 
at their best, yet they are still the children of God. There is a hint here of the prayer 
that Moses prayed after the Golden Calf incident. Isaiah is in effect saying that they 
are still God’s people and that it is unthinkable that God will give up on them and not 
fulfill His promises to them be they ever so undeserving because God’s honour is at 
stake here. Isaiah is saying, like Abraham when he prayed for the cities of the plain, 
that it would be a violation of God’s character to deal with the righteous in the same 
way as the wicked. Abraham said, ‘Far be it from you O lord to do that!’  This is the 
sort of prayer that Isaiah is praying, it is a prayer that casts itself entirely on the 
character and person of God. 
 
Now, here is the important point to make. This is not some clever ploy to blackmail 
God into something He does not want to do, but Isaiah is moved by the glory of God 
when he looks at the wretchedness of the people He cannot see how God can 
endure such a state where His people bring disgrace on Him. Isaiah has a high view 
of God and His honour. That is the argument, the case that Isaiah presents, but that 
is not all he does. 
 
Look at chapter 64, a cry of anguish and desperate desire bursts from his lips. I can 
almost imagine him in a state of physical exertion, of engagement of heart such that 
his face is in the dirt and he is sweating profusely such is the vehemence of his 
prayer. This is a man who is praying and he must have what he requests. This is a 
man whose heart is about to burst in desire for God to show Himself in His true 
colours. This is almost like the intercession of Christ in the garden, it is manly, gutsy, 
and intense, all consuming, and scripture has other examples of such prayer. Think 
of Jacob wrestling all night with the angel. Think of Hannah who was so intense in 
her prayer that her lips moved but not a word came out. These are those sorts of 
prayer which issue in wonderful things. Those who lived through the Hebridean 
revival said that when they started hearing prayers which began with the sigh and 
groan of beginning with the ‘Oh’ of desire, that revival was on the horizon. 
 
In this cry of Isaiah, there are all sorts of illusions to the history of the nation. There 
are flashing pictures of the mountain where the Ten Commandments were given, 
where the mountain shook and fire and cloud descended on it. There are allusions to 
the times God took to the field of battle to rout Israel’s enemies, verse 2 reminds me 
of the victory of Gideon with his three hundred men over an army of thousands, or 
the armies of God becoming visible on the mountain in the days of Elijah and Elisha.  
 
Isaiah then goes on to concede that the people have been rebellious. Sinful and 
unworthy of the least consideration of God, this is the meaning of verses 6-7. Isaiah 
is actually making the state of the people a reason why God must intervene. He is 
saying to God that they are so reduced, that they are beyond any hope unless God 
acts. He is acknowledging on their behalf, that they are helpless, hopeless and are 



on their way out unless God acts. He is casting all his hope on God because there is 
help nowhere else. Notice that it is Isaiah who is praying this prayer to God on behalf 
of a people who are not praying, he is standing almost like the Servant and taking 
the prayer battle on his own shoulders. This is Christ-like praying, and God loves it!  
 
Fifthly, the grounds for a certain answer from God.  
 
It is not because of Isaiah’s words, nor is it because Isaiah has painted God into a 
corner or has argued some technicality of law, but because Isaiah has prayed for 
God’s honour and glory and out of his heart. Having outlined the treachery of the 
people in verses 4-7, he now returns to the reality of things despite appearances.  
Verses 4-7 make for sorry reading, and do apply to the church in this nation at this 
time. However, there is a deeper truth, an eternal truth that assures that all will not 
be lost at the last. 
 
Verse 5, wonderful verse, ‘yet’ despite all that has gone before, God, you are our 
Father, we are the clay, You are the potter. If the pot is marred, the potter can rework 
it into a new, and better pot. You are our Father, your honour and ours have been 
unbreakably linked by covenant. A son never ceases to be a son no matter what 
happens. Human fathers do on occasions denounce their sons, but not the Father of 
Fathers. This is the hope, the reason for hope and the reason for certainty that even 
if the people of Jerusalem are diminished in numbers and even if the church in this 
nation declines in numbers and many congregations cease to exist, the church will 
continue, be it ever so small and weak, because God is the potter and God is the 
Father.  
 
Isaiah brings his prayer to a conclusion by reminding God that His temples and cities 
have been destroyed, and this is a further situation that brings dishonor upon God. 
Isaiah is in essence praying for mercy and restoration for the sake of God, not for 
their sake, and this sort of prayer honours God. Ezekiel chapter 36 has a strong 
statement of this truth, look at it if you want to see God’s explanation of events and 
how He will act.  
 
As we see the state our nation is in, the state of the church, the state of the people, 
we must begin to pray, and it is in the doing of this that we learn to pray prayers 
which are jealous for God’s honour. This will not come overnight because there is so 
much of ourselves and self interest in our prayers which needs to be smelted out. 
When we start hearing the prayers of deep, deep longings for God to come down, to 
take the field of conflict and to win the victory Himself, then we will be on the cusp of 
restoration, renewal and salvation. Until then we will continue to bump along from 
one failed plan to another, every time coming out with less than we went in with. 
Paul, talking about his own Jewish people in Romans chapter 9-11, says that he 
could wish to be damned if they be saved. This is heart desire of a superlative 
degree. Such a pact cannot be enacted, but such is his desire, his disinterest in 
himself and his concern for God’s honour and the salvation of his kindred that he 
would be prepared, if possible, to forfeit all his blessedness for their sake.  
 
God responds to that sort of desire because that is what Christ did for us. He did not 
think equality was something He would hold onto, but He humbled Himself and came 
to earth, and died a shameful death for those He loves.  



 
So, please, begin to read the Scriptures Old and New Testament to see God’s ways, 
to see His promises, learn of His sure intents, and then begin to make these the 
main subject of our praying. If we do this, having begun to pray, pray on to our last 
dying breath.    


