
Sunday 14th February 2021 
Isaiah 63.1-6  

God’s Day of Redemption and Vengeance. 
 

Chapter 62 comes to a climax in verses 8 to 12. Verse 8 is introduced by the vision of 
God swearing an oath, this is God making a solemn promise that He is prepared to 
back up. He in effect is saying that He will fulfill the promise guaranteed by His own 
reputation. If He does not do what He is about to promise, there will be a penalty to pay, 
His Name will be mud! This time the condition is laid by God on Himself. We come 
across this type of sworn promise, covenant promise, all through the Bible. God does 
this to show how certain and solid the promise is. God is staking His life on it, which is 
impossible for God to do, but He does it anyway to show His people the cast iron 
certainty of the promise. It is difficult to conceive of this when sworn by God. If we were 
to try to show the sincerity of our promise and that we would do everything in our power 
to accomplish what we promised we would say something like, ‘while I have breath I will 
defend you.’ ‘I will give my life for you.’ ‘Until death do us part I will be loyal to you.’ 
These are the things we might say, but unlike God, we are mortal, limited and imperfect 
and in life we will all be let down many times by people who gave us their word. 
Spouses will break marriage vows, bosses will break contracts, neighbours and friends 
will fall out and nations will go to war with former allies.  
 
We know this happens with fallen people, but what of the One who is sinless, who lacks 
nothing, is all knowing, all powerful, all good and loving and who lives forever. If One 
such as this makes a promise and backs it up with an oath of the type, ‘while I live,’ then 
the promise is sure since the promise giver is eternal! We need to think long and hard 
about the language God uses. He uses it in reference to His perfections, not to our 
limitations. How seriously we need to grasp and be assured that when God makes a 
promise He means it, and meaning it, He will do whatever is requires to make the 
promise good. When God makes a Law, He will uphold it, when He gives a command, 
He requires obedience. There are no false promises, no false warnings, and no double 
standards with God. The whole history of the Old Testament and God’s dealings with 
His people are recorded to show us this. 
 
Verse 11 of chapter 62 tells the people that the promise of good to them will be 
accomplished by this person spoken about before, the Servant, the one who is to come, 
the one who will act in such a way that the fortunes of the people are changed and they 
will now be called ‘the Holy People, the redeemed of the Lord,’ and this includes not 
only a people owned by the Lord, but the Lord being their rescuer. 
 
All of this is the promise given by God, a promise of restoration, revival, and the 
establishment again of a people for God’s own possession and delight. This is the 
promise that judgment and punishment will end for them. It is the promise that those 
who had been the agents of judgment for the utter overthrow of both people and land 
would now themselves be judged and the slave masters would themselves become 
Israel’s servants. This is the promise that the nation despised and spat on, the nation 
mocked because God had turned on them, would now become a holy nation and those 



who mocked and spat will now want to belong to this great God who has so transformed 
the fortunes of His people. All this will come about by God’s actions and by His 
promises. It is a marvelous vision and utterly glorious and it applies to the church as 
much as it will apply fully to the Jewish people in the coming day. 
 
This is the point in which people would have taken to the streets in joy and celebration, 
this is the promise of the coming V.E. Day, the day of victory, the day of the ending of 
hostilities, the day of lasting peace. Wonderful vision.  
 
However, the cynic, and the watchmen on the walls might ask, ‘so how is this going to 
be accomplished?’ Note, the cynic and the watchman may ask the same question, but 
they ask it in a different tone and in a different voice! Zechariah the cynic asked, ‘how 
can this be?’ when told that he would have a son and was to call him John. Mary asked 
the same question when told that as a virgin she would have a Son and would call His 
name Jesus. Mary asked in a different tone and way, but the question was more or less 
the same.  
 
Chapter 63 bursts in upon us in what seems a very different vein from what has just 
gone before. It is the answer to the question, how can all this come about? We should 
not be surprised by the apparent change of tone and the vivid picture given. We are 
now being told how God will bring all this about and who will actually accomplish all this. 
There are important facts which are at the foundation of this passage, facts and 
workings which will only become fully revealed by the coming of Christ in the incarnation 
and by His going to death on a cross, and three days later rising from the dead and 
leaving an empty tomb. We can work out that the person who now enters the center of 
the stage of history is the Servant, and from our vantage point of living after the Cross 
we see that it is none other than Jesus Himself.  
 
The thing that makes this passage in Isaiah 63 appear to be different is that is moves 
from the high vision and promise of the previous text and gets down to the nuts and 
bolts. The thing that makes it strange to our ears is spoken in verse 4. There we find the 
word redemption and vengeance spoken in the same breath. How can redemption and 
vengeance be so joined together? The truth is that God’s Justice is meted out to all in 
the same way, even though the outcomes are different for the people of God and those 
who are not. Why is this? 
 
 
I suppose that when the leaders of the nations were planning the D-Day landings, they 
had routes and objectives mapped out. I suppose they would have made some plans for 
contingences and unexpected events. They would have had a time scale and proposals 
for supply and reinforcements, for establishing a beach head and for securing the 
territory they had taken. In effect they had it planned up to the end and the winning of 
the conflict. Even though they saw how they planned things to go, no amount of 
planning actually executed the plan. Even though, in theory, they saw the possibility of 
victory, they still had to actually cross the channel, land under fire, set up the beach 



heads, and move on to the next objectives. It is said that after the successful landings in 
Normandy, there were more casualties in securing the victory than had gone before.  
In other words, vision is one thing, but the execution of the plan and the overcoming of 
obstacles and the enemy are another, and it usually means the shedding of blood, 
conflict and struggle.  
 
Looking at this in the setting of the returning exiles, what battle has to be enjoined to 
secure the fulfillment of the promise to restore and make the people of God the head 
again where they have been the tail? There are of course the nations to deal with, the 
nations who had been the tools of God to punish and tear them down. In these verses 
there is a certain amount of poetic vision. Traditionally, one of Israel’s main enemies 
were the people of Edom. Therefore it often happens that this name is used as a 
coverall term for all the enemies of Israel. Now, here is the thing, when the Hebrews 
were slaves in Egypt, they were a downcast people, they were not warriors but worriers, 
they were not battle hardened, but hardened of heart. Likewise, the people who 
returned from exile were not seasoned soldiers, they were soft and easily disheartened 
as we discover in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. Because of this, God sends His 
champion, the Servant to fight the first battles before the people become fit for the fight. 
He does this now with the Servant as He did with Moses in the Exodus. The picture we 
have here is of the Servant fighting the battle for the people because they were not able 
to do so themselves. A great point is made of this, that the Servant fought alone and got 
the victory by His own might. We should note that even though this language is 
prophetic and poetic, it raises the question again of who this Servant really is. Who is 
this man who is able to crush the nations like grapes in a wine press and come out 
upright and intact from such a conflict? What might does He possess to take on such a 
conflict, and what power and skill does He possess to crush the nations? 
 
It is of course God Himself who takes on the conflict in which we could not stand, even 
though the inference is given that we should have been able to join battle with the 
Servant. There is here a prophetic insight into the reason and the power of the cross of 
Christ.  
 
If you look back to the Exodus in Exodus chapter 12 and verse 23, the reason that the 
Hebrew people had to mark their doors with the blood of the lamb was to mark a 
difference between them and the Egyptian homes. When the Destroyer saw the blood, 
he would pass over that house and not kill the first born. If the blood was not there, the 
destroyer would be free to enter that house and strike the first born. We need to 
understand that this happened and worked only because the blood was on the door. 
There was in effect no difference between the Egyptians and the Hebrews when it came 
to their spiritual state. Both peoples were sinners, and so both deserved to die. Both 
were made of fallen flesh and blood. Both were sinful, proud, and rebellious and 
deserving of death, but God made a difference between them by the blood of the 
Passover Lamb. That was the only difference between a Hebrew home and an Egyptian 
home. The Egyptians were not greater sinners than the Hebrews, but the blood covered 
and protected the one but not the other.   
 



For those who came out of exile, they needed the services of the Servant to do for them 
what they could not do for themselves. Looking ahead to the greater fulfillment of this 
work of God’s Servant, we are looking at Jesus. What did Jesus do alone for us that we 
could have no part in, what conflict did Jesus engage in alone and get the victory? It is 
the conflict to deal with sin and death. 
 
People today have a very superficial attitude to sin. We don’t like the word, so speak of 
brokenness, of being a victim, of being such and such a way because of the way we 
were treated as children or the community we were raised in, or because of our genes. 
It all adds up to us claiming that anything and everything we do is not our fault. When 
this fails to calm our consciences, we then turn to the law and rewrite it. We declare that 
wrong is the new right and as Romans 1 says we not only do wrong things, but we 
approve of those who do such things. In this way we deceive ourselves and we think 
that because fire and brimstone does not descend on us at once, we have gotten away 
with it. This is not actually the way it is. There are no statutes of limitations on sin. At the 
end of the age, God will execute perfect justice on all, and none will be able to stand. All 
are guilty, all will be condemned by the Holy Law of God which has been broken. All are 
guilty, not one is innocent. The only sentence the Law has for any breach of it is death. 
However it is not as simple as this. Every breach of the Law carries the sentence of 
death. If we sin seven times a day, we are sentenced to seven counts of death. If in our 
lives we sin 1000 times, then there are 1000 sentences of death. It is not like mortal life 
where a murderer can only be executed once. In eternity, as it were, it is as if there are 
eternal death sentences which run one after another.   
 
I have put this in worldly terms to try and catch a sense of the terrible consequences of 
sin. Under this regime there is no hope for anyone, all have sinned, all of us are guilty, 
and all of us are under the sentence of death from a perfect law. Now some will say, 
‘but I’m a Christian, so I have forgiveness,’ and that is correct. However, we are forgiven 
not because God makes an exception in our case and just forgets our sin. This would 
make God favour some and act against His own holy Law.  A holy, just and righteous 
God cannot and will never just suspend His Law. If He tried to do that, the Law would 
continue to shout out against us and demand justice be done and we be handed over to 
death. There is no way to live in heaven with a sentence hovering over our heads and 
an uncertain future before us. 
 
Think of it this way. Imagine if you can that one of your parents was murdered years 
ago, or that someone stole from you, or did something that got you fired from your 
dream job. How would you feel if the law was dropped and these people were never 
taken to face justice? Imagine further that you are caught speeding and your license is 
taken from you and you lose your job, your income and as a result lose your home. How 
would you feel about a murderer who escaped justice, and the thief and the liar who 
escaped scot free? You would be outraged and demand justice be evenly applied to all, 
the law has to be satisfied, the crime punished, the consequences paid. In like manner, 
God will never deny equal justice to all, the trouble is that all of us are guilty. 
 



This utter guilt is the terrible state of all mankind, and God is duty bound to let His Law 
have its way, that is righteousness, justice and holiness in action. All die because all 
have sinned.   
 
It is now that the fuller meaning of this vision of Isaiah comes in. Who is this one that 
comes with garments stained with blood? It is Christ who went to the cross and the 
blood soaked garment is His own blood, and as it were the blood of our enemy, which is 
death. The death of death was accomplished by the Cross of Christ. John Owen, the 
greatest, some say, of the Puritan writers, has a discourse entitled ‘the death of death in 
the death of Christ.’ It is I think one of his more difficult writings, and even after reading 
parts of it again and again, Owens mind is way above mine. However, he is correct in 
his conclusion, and the blood soaked robe of Christ is His own blood shed on our 
behalf. Jesus Himself has taken the sentence of the law in our place, so Justice is 
satisfied, the Law has been upheld, but we who believe in Christ have been delivered 
from the penalty of the law which is death. 
 
On the Cross, Christ stood in our place alone and took the sentence of the law, the 
deaths we deserved, upon Himself because if we died even one death for sin, we would 
be in hell forever! On the Cross, Christ satisfied the demand of the Law which was the 
death sentence, and so like the blood of the Passover, we are spared death even 
though we deserve it. The sentence of the Law of God has been executed on Christ and 
God the Father can justify us, forgive us and do this righteously and justly. The Law now 
has nothing to condemn us for because its righteous judgment has fallen fully on Christ. 
That is one aspect of the wonder and glory of the Cross, that God justifies sinful people 
by laying it all on Christ who was willing to become sin, even though He himself had no 
sin. He did not die for any wrong or sin in Himself, but it was all my sin and yours. No 
wonder the picture we have in Isaiah is this man of men, this hero, this mighty warrior, 
this victor who has faced our enemies and crushed them, and all this He did and had to 
do alone. Christ died on the Cross alone. He did so because there was nothing we 
could do, or can do to avert the sentence due to us. Either Christ dies in our place, or 
there is no other means of saving us from death. 
 
God executes vengeance on Christ, and in so doing is able to redeem us. Vengeance 
and redemption are different sides of the same coin.  
 
We have had the wonderful promises of restoration, we have had the means by which 
God will accomplish this, and has now accomplished it by the Cross, but there is still 
more to come. God and Christ do the big thing. It is one thing to see a vision of the 
future, present, near future and the end of the age, and how it will be accomplished. 
But, it is another thing to appropriate it in our lives and to respond to what God now 
requires of us. It will not all happen automatically. It requires a response from humanity, 
and Isaiah shows us the way in the rest of chapter 63 and into chapter 64. The 
response that needs to be made is prayer. This is how things work. Vision, an act of 
God to accomplish it, but once the vision is given, our part is to engage in prayer - 
strong, persistent, believing, costly prayer, thoughtful and humble prayer, and this we 
will look at next time in the rest of chapter 63 and 64.   



The response that I would say is required at this point of our study of Isaiah is to look at 
this Servant, the Lord Jesus Christ and see Him as that man of valour in the first verses 
of chapter 63, to see Him as the man glorious in might, who in meekness and humility, 
in weakness and shame overcame the power of sin, death and hell by His obedient 
going to the Cross. We know the hymn, ‘When I survey the wondrous Cross,’ we need 
to do this very thing. A surveyor measures up and calculates the cost, we need to 
measure up the dimensions of the Cross and the magnificence of Christ who took that 
lonely path for our redemption.    
 
    


