
Sunday 24th January 2021 
Isaiah 60 

The glory to come. 
 

This chapter expresses exactly the challenge of Biblical prophecy, especially the most 
visionary variety. The glories spoken of in this chapter are written for those exiles who 
would return to a devastated land at the end of the exile. The purpose was to inspire 
them to look to the future, to encourage them in the midst of what they returned to. The 
exiles returned, as we have noted, to a devastated land, to the city of Jerusalem which 
was burned, whose temple had been destroyed and whose walls had been broken 
down. There is nothing in this chapter that corresponded to the state of Zion when the 
exiles returned. It took a Nehemiah and an Ezra to see anything other than a destroyed 
city. For most of the people all they saw at first was an area no different from a bomb 
site. 
 
This is where the visionary comes to the fore. The sculpturer is presented with a block 
of marble and sees a statue of David in it. The craftsman sees a trunk of an oak and 
sees a Celtic throne for the King of Tara, the builder sees a city where all others see 
only the raw material and piles of rubble. We need vision to live in the present, 
especially if the present is like the present that the returning exiles found. 
 
An important interpretative key to the Scripture is a phrase coined, I think, by George 
Eldon Ladd. He speaks about the presence of the future, the now but not yet. Let me 
explain. Consider the words of Jesus regarding the Kingdom of God, the rule of God. At 
one point Jesus said that the kingdom was amongst them, that it was near, that it was 
present and powerfully expressed in the signs and wonders He performed. Another time 
He said that the Kingdom was yet to come. In the model of prayer He gave His 
disciples, He told them to pray for the Kingdom to come. So what is it? Is the Kingdom 
here, is it near, or is it to come? The answer is that all three are correct. However, the 
Kingdom is near but not fully arrived. The Kingdom is here but is in the midst of the 
kingdom of Satan, two kingdoms vie for the loyalty of humanity. The Kingdom is to 
come, because the day is coming when the only rule will be that of God and this will be 
fully so at the end of the age and stretching into eternity. 
 
Therefore, Ladd is correct in saying that we have access to the Kingdom now, but not in 
its fullness yet, and that we enjoy the first fruits, as it were, of what is yet to be fully 
unveiled. It is this way with some prophecy. It is weighted in a certain way. Some 
prophecy has its specific and full outworking in the immediate context. For example, the 
word spoken to Mary was fulfilled in 9 months with the birth of Christ. The prophecy that 
the Messiah would be born was given several hundred years before the event. However 
this prophecy in chapter 60 refers most fully to the very end of the age and is in part 
something reserved for heaven. The evidence of this is found in verse 20. There is only 
one place where there will be no need of a sun or moon and that is in heaven. 
 
Someone may ask what is the point or use of a prophecy, which our fathers, and very 
probably we will not live to see fulfilled? What possible good is it to have such prophecy 



and promise when it may be so far away from our present experience that it can have 
no possible bearing on our present life? Over the years some deluded people have tried 
to set up their own little Zion on earth, and the outcomes did not go well. Others have 
opted to camp out on Mount Zion or set up home in Jerusalem and wait for it all to 
happen. Neither of these options is what this chapter is about.  
 
Do you recall what was said to the people about their fascination and devotion to idols? 
God’s rebuke of those who worshiped idols was that idols had never given the people 
any information about what had happened or what would happen. The charge is often 
repeated that the idols are dumb and blind. Not only can they not carry the people 
through their lives, but they themselves have to be nailed in place so they don’t fall over 
and have to be carried by the worshippers! In contrast to these dumb and useless 
lumps of carved and painted wood or stone, it is God who told His people from the 
beginning what would happen to them and what He would do for them. The flow of 
Biblical prophecy was sufficiently regular so that the people could look back and see 
that within their father’s generations and even theirs, God had done what He had 
promised.  
 
Being told to look back and to remember had two purposes. Firstly to make them a 
thankful people to the God who had taken them to be His own special possession. 
Secondly, to confirm to His people that history was not a meaningless repeating round 
of sadnesses and joys, but that it had a beginning, a course to run under God’s 
direction, and that it was heading to a definite conclusion, once more determined 
entirely by God. Our days, our lives are in God’s hands. We do not understand most of 
history because we each live for such a short life span, we tend to think of history in life 
times, and not from the standpoint of eternity. 
 
Charles Wesley has a hymn that I think of when considering such matters. 
 

‘O God of good, the unfathomed sea, 
Who would not give his heart to Thee? 

Who would not love Thee with his might? 
O Jesus, lover of mankind, 

Who would not his whole soul and mind 
With all his strength to Thee unite?’ 

 
The thrust of this stanza is that since we have received such love and goodness from 
God, why would we not devote ourselves utterly to such goodness? To trust in Him, to 
hold fast to the promise of the glory which is to come. To look on the whole story and 
not just our brief guest appearance in it. Looking back to God’s goodness, we launch 
ourselves into trust for the future. This is what this vision in Chapter 60 is calling us to 
do. We are to live in this present age in which we find ourselves while looking with 
certainty to the future grace that is coming to all who believe. We are to live in the 
incomplete now, while enjoying the prospect of the coming glory, and even getting 
glimpses and tastes of it now, the now but the not yet, the presence of the future. This 
future is not a fanciful prediction the way the economists and scientists predict where 



we will go, but this is the promise of the One who has already been shown by history to 
be as good as His word and to fulfill everything He has promised. It is a certain future, it 
is where the age is heading and there is a finish point coming! All that being said, let us 
turn to the passage at hand.  
 
There are three elements in this chapter that I will draw our attention to.  
Firstly, the new age will bring the reversal of all that has gone before in the judgment 
and exile. 
Secondly, the deepest longing of the people will be realized. 
Thirdly, God will be glorified in His people and will fulfill His purpose to be the God of all 
nations. 
 
Firstly – A new age will dawn for the people. 
 
Up to this point, it is other nations who have had the dominion over Israel and Judah. 
There were all the treaties that Israel attempted to make to secure herself from the 
threat of Assyria. These all failed to deliver the desired effects and came at a high price. 
It was almost as if Judah and Jerusalem paid for goods and services which did not 
measure up to need and expectation, they were short changed! We have seen that this 
happened because the people were turning to anything other than God and were 
looking for salvation in all the wrong places. The main reason all their plans failed was 
because God was frustrating their schemes and was withstanding them. It is one thing 
to defy a neighbouring king, that is risky enough, however if we resist the King of 
creation, absolute authority and power, we are never going to come off well! Psalm 2 
tells us this in no uncertain terms. 
 
After the intrigues of making alliances, God brought the Assyrians against Jerusalem 
and Judah and there was the first removal of people and Assyrian rule was set up. This 
again is declared by Isaiah to be entirely the work of God. The Assyrians were over-
zealous in their harsh treatment of the people. They actually thought that their victory 
over the people of God was by their own might and power and so in turn, God 
overthrew them in their pride. Nations beware! The exaltation of a nation has less to do 
with the polity of the people and all to do with God’s decrees. We are foolish if we think 
that the West will stand forever. 
 
Babylon was God’s chosen instrument to chasten the Assyrians. Isaiah again tells us 
that the rise and might of Babylon was all of God’s doing, and their conquering of 
Assyria and their taking of Judah and all that followed was all done by God. The 
purpose of God was to raise up foreign nations to be used to humiliate and punish His 
own rebellious people. I still remember the day Mr. Still of Aberdeen mused that God 
often disciplines His own people in public! See Ezekiel 5.8 This is what God was doing, 
He was dealing with a people who would not be drawn to Him by cords of love, 
therefore He would execute the curses of the Covenant and drive His people back to 
Him.  
 



Babylon was also a proud nation who considered that they had triumphed by their own 
hand. They were in turn humbled by God for their pride and vain glory by being over- 
whelmed by Cyrus. This brings us up to date to the time of the return of the exiles under 
the benevolent hand of Cyrus. Just in case we had forgotten, it was God who raised up 
Cyrus to be the one who facilitated the return of the people, some of the people that is, 
to the land. 
 
Chapter 60 tells us now how the fortunes of the people of God were to be changed. 
Verses 1 and 2 tell us the source of the change of fortunes that will come upon the 
people in due course. These changes are manifest more fully in the coming of Christ 
and have their fulfillment as the age comes to a close. It is God and God alone who is 
the great architect and power behind all this. Jesus said that He would build His Church, 
and this is what is in view here, a glorious manifestation of the grace and might and 
glory of God. It is as if before God’s hand was raised to punish His people, now He will 
expend His energy in bringing about His plan and purpose to make them the light of the 
world and the salt of the earth. Verse 2 is very graphic, and has echoes back to the 
creation narrative. Gen. 1.2-3 Just as darkness covered the earth before created light 
shone, so in the darkness of a morally destroyed and fallen world, a new creating light 
dawns to change everything. 
 
Instead of the might of God being set against His people, this might is revealed on 
behalf of His people and against their enemies. Their enemies will be either destroyed 
or they will come to Judah and Jerusalem to be acquainted and to come into covenant 
with God. Enemies and ruling powers will now become servants of God’s people and 
even fellow members of God’s family with the chosen people. Verse 3, instead of 
coming to conquer, kings and nations will come to Jerusalem, to Zion, to the Church for 
light, for life, for salvation. No longer will nations arise in pride to despoil God’s people, 
they will come with tribute and to find the God of these people. It is a completely new 
day, a complete reversal of fortunes. The slaves have become the princes, those 
mocked for their foolishness in hoping in God, are now seen to be the wise and the 
happy. 
 
We could say that this chapter is a vision of the Church glorious even on earth. This is 
the end to which believers are headed. The faithfulness of God concerning His 
promises and warnings is the evidence that the God who has acted in might in the past 
will accomplish these final plans.  
 
Much of the chapter from verse 6 and following paints a picture of the nation being 
restored to fruitfulness, wealth, well-being and a noble and lofty place amongst these 
now lesser nations. All of this is not by the activity of the people. Obviously there was 
work for them to do with all the livestock which would come to them and all the gifts and 
provisions given to them. However, all this is God’s doing, all this is happening because 
God is now blowing favourable winds into their sails and not contrary winds. God is now 
for them and not against them. God is restoring them to Himself and they are being 
restored to Him. The result is that He is favouring them as He did in David’s day, only 
this time it is not the shadow of goodnesses, but the real deal!  There is a verse at the 



end of Lamentations which describes perfectly what is on view here. Lamentations 5.21 
says- 
 

‘Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored; 
renew our days as of old.’ 

 
This is exactly what is being described here. This is also what needs to happen today in 
this pandemic which is far from being over, I suspect. Firstly we need to be restored to 
God, to return to a right relationship to God. This is faith, love, obedience, hope, 
devotion, whole heartedness, and not the lukewarm thing we call church today. Then, 
when God restores us to Himself, we are changed. It is as if our internal world becomes 
alive again, we are turned the right way up and we find joy and peace filling us and 
sustaining us. It is like a patient who has been very ill in bed recovers and now feels like 
eating again and getting up out of bed. The desire to become active and get outdoors 
returns and the heavy weight of just not being well has been lifted. Lots of people are 
looking for this today in all sorts of ways and places. The real thing only comes to those 
who are restored to God! The next thing that happens is that the days of old are 
restored. This is not a looking to go back to Victorian ways or whatever age we think 
was the golden age. This may be thought of in terms of the best days of Israel, the rule 
of King David and the early years of Solomon. It also includes the idea of Adam walking 
with God in the cool of the day in open and fearless company with God. These are but 
pictures used to try to give an idea of what this new day would be like. It was to be like 
the best of all the best of the past, only much, much better! It will be days of holiness, 
devotion, love and being loved. The faith of Abraham, and all the other heroes of faith. 
 
Perhaps the verse that sums up this first element is verse 22. 
 

‘The least of you will become a thousand, the smallest a mighty nation. 
I am the Lord; 

in its time I will do this swiftly.’ 
 

This verse is wonderful and great fun. The little guy gets to flourish, isn’t that what we all 
long for. We long for things to go the right way, for things to go well and to last. This is a 
picture and promise of real well-being, to have God visibly and actively lavishing out 
blessedness. Do you recall Ephesians 1.3? In Christ we are blessed with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places. This is the outworking of this. This is the Lord’s Prayer 
being answered visibly, the Kingdom coming, the will of God being done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Note well, that this will come swiftly, but in its time, which is God’s time. 
 
Therefore, no matter how bleak things seem now or in any past or future age, there is a 
true and certain light at the end of the tunnel. This is promised by God, guaranteed by 
God, and the contract, the covenant, is signed in the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
wish that I was more able to express the excitement I feel when I look into the future, 
even if what I see in the present day is grim and has even deteriorated within my life 
time.  
 



Secondly, the deepest longing of the people will be realized. 
 
Look at verse 4 and 5 and verse 9. These verses depict the return even of those who 
were scattered from Israel and from Judah. We all know that there are more Jewish 
people living elsewhere than in Israel, and this depicts the return of many of these after 
the exile, but then of a great return to their homeland in later ages. I believe that one of 
the greetings the Jewish people had and have is, ‘next year in Jerusalem.’ For many it 
may just be a polite form of speech with no actual desire or expectancy of return. 
However, for others, it is their greatest wish, hope and desire.  
 
I can remember an old minister telling us one time of being present in a home when the 
son of the house returned from the Falklands conflict. His return was unannounced and 
unexpected and we were told that when the mother saw her boy come through the 
garden gate she ran and threw the front door open, rushed down the path and engulfed 
her boy with tears of joy and relief at his survival. There is nothing like seeing a son or 
daughter again in a face to face meeting. Zoom and face-time are better than nothing, 
but to see them in real life is so much better. One of the saddest moments of our lives 
was several years ago, perhaps 10 years ago, when we were on our last evening in 
Melbourne and had had our last meal with our son David. He got on a bus to go to his 
digs and after waving him off into the distance, we turned in the opposite direction to 
walk back for the last time to our accommodation. Neither of us spoke because to do so 
would have released a stream of tears. It was as if we may never see him again, and it 
was so sad to watch that bus drive into the distance and to wave goodbyes that were 
too distant to be seen. We have seen him since and often on face-time. However there 
is nothing quite like getting out of the customs hall in Perth and seeing him waiting for 
us. That is special, a real joy and satisfaction. This is how the people would feel when 
they saw their sons and daughters return. 
 
This is what is promised will happen, the return of the sons and daughters. This is not 
only a natural return, but also there are reasons to see this spiritually. For all those who 
are believers, there is hope that unconverted children will yet come to faith. There are 
so many biographies of situations like this happening. Sometimes the eyes of the 
praying mother or father are closed in death when the news comes that a son or a 
daughter has come to a living faith, sometimes the parents live to see this, or the 
children see this happening to their parents. There is no guarantee that our family 
members will come to faith, but while we have breath we can pray, and even after our 
deaths, the prayers live on. So, no matter how our hearts are bruised by sadness and 
rebuffs, while Christ rules, there is hope. Pray on and perhaps we will live to see our 
prodigal turn in through our gate. 
 
Thirdly God will be glorified in His people and will fulfill His purpose to be the God of all 
nations. 
 
There are three linked parts to this. There is firstly the lifting up of the splendor of the 
people of God. The nations will come and pay homage to God by bringing treasures 
and wealth to Zion, to the Church. This is not by the ways that are done today, where 



many ’ministries’ are skillful merchandisers, but this is something different. In this world 
one of the most dangerous things that can happen to a church or denomination is to 
become wealthy. In wealth it is the wiles of the devil to make us complacent and think 
that our wealth is a sign of God’s favour, which it can be, and so we rest in wonderful 
buildings, choirs, bands, robes, in a place of prestige in national life. However, the 
churches in Revelation show us that we can be wealthy on the outside but impoverished 
within. We can have a form of godliness but devoid of the power to make us godly. This 
is where much of the Church in the West has been in days past and is at the present 
day. This will not continue forever, because in this vision in Isaiah 60 we are told that 
God will change this.  
 
The purpose of God in exalting a nation is to be His ambassadors, to be a people who 
live to the praise of His glory and who are adorned by Him in the splendor of our calling, 
to be priests and kings to our God. It is as if we see well behaved, and well-dressed 
children in the street and reckon that they must come from a well-furnished home and 
from good parents. God does this to reflect on Him, so that people will see His 
goodness in the goodness lavished upon the people. Do you remember when the 
Queen of Sheba visited Solomon? The condition of the city of Jerusalem and of the 
people caused her to catch her breath and admit that the glory of the kingdom and of 
Solomon’s rule was even greater than she had heard or imagined. This is the purpose, 
that the nations would see the people and the nation and be astonished at the 
goodness of God in it all. 
 
There is more. Verse 21 describes a complete turn round in the people and their 
reputation. Whereas before the nations had looked in astonishment at the over-run and 
despicable condition of Judah and Jerusalem under judgment, they now looked on a 
restored people, a people planted by the Lord to show His splendor. Here was a plant 
that would no longer wilt and be barren, but now it is a plant, planted and tended by God 
whose fruitfulness would demonstrate the splendor of God. The verses show that the 
people will be righteous, and all the diseases as described in Isaiah chapter 1.6 are 
healed, cured, cleansed and not even a scar to be seen but fairness and fatness of face 
instead of wounded and famine drawn faces.  
 
There are wonderful things coming. The removal of indwelling sin and depravity, no 
condemnation and guilt. No shame, no temptations that strike a nerve in us. Eyes that 
can look up into the face of God without being cast down by the brilliant light of His 
holiness and our lack of holiness.  
 
Verse 14 shows that the purpose of Israel as God’s representatives, His evangelists will 
be fulfilled. The promise given to Abraham will finally come to fruition in that Israel will 
become a blessing to all the nations of the earth. Also, the promise of the Father to 
Christ will be made good. The Father told Jesus to ask Him and the nations would 
become His inheritance, Jew and Gentile would be joined as one in Salvation. The 
picture here, former hostile nations will turn to Christ and the purposes of God for His 
creation and creatures will become a reality.  
 



All of this is part of the now but not yet. It is all a part of the presence of the future. We 
can taste of the power and reality of the age to come now, even if it is not in its fullness, 
but the day is coming when all of these things will come fully. In the meantime, we wait 
for God’s appointed time, and look to the coming future. If we are actually looking to this 
future, it will encourage us, give us hope in the present and will move us to serious and 
persistent prayer. 
 
Have a good read of this chapter for yourselves asking God to light it up in our hearts. I 
have only tried to navigate it in one way, but there are so many other things in this 
chapter which I have not touched upon. If you have an old hymn book that sets out its 
hymns under topical headings, look for the sections on The Coming Glory, or the 
Christian Hope and see the splendid insights the hymn writers drew from passages like 
this. Let me direct you to a marvelous Hymn by Charles Wesley. Google the hymn, ‘By 
the Holy Hills surrounded.’ In this hymn when it says Zion, it means the Church as well 
as the city.  
 
As yet we are not like Him, but we know that when He appears we will be like Him, this 
is our hope for now and while we live in this world. Jesus Christ, the hope of glory.     
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