
Sunday 20th December 2020 
Isaiah 54-55 

The Vision of Future Glory. 
 

These two Chapters see Isaiah soaring in prophetic vision, but there is more. These 
words came from Isaiah’s lips, but it was God who was speaking. This is no vision of 
wishful thinking, but is the word of God. It is the same God who said. ‘Let there be light’ 
who speaks here. Just as uncreated light shone when God commanded, so will this 
vision come to full light in its time. In the historical setting in which these words were 
recorded, it was still not quite the darkest part of the night, yet there is the promise of a 
coming dawn which will rise to full day. The unbelieving can see only darkness, but to 
the righteous remnant, there is already a glimmer of light on the horizon. May it be so 
for today’s church, that we see a light on the horizon. 
 
Have you ever been caught up in a great updraft of intercession and prayed and tasted 
things that we had never imagined? At such times we live by faith in the presence of the 
future. It comes as a surprise, in some ways, when we open our eyes and see we are 
still in the same room in which we started to pray. Isaiah is soaring in the certain vision 
of what will be, and the purpose of it is to draw those who would return to the land into a 
like vision. Vision is given to envision. It may excite, but it is only faith in God that can 
hold onto the vision in the cut and thrust of life. This vision is the blue-print of the future. 
The reality which the exiles would face when they returned was a burned out building 
sight. There would be a huge gulf between what was of vision and what was presented 
as the battle field where the vision was to be unrolled. 
 
This is relevant to us because if we have no vision of what God will do, we will find the 
little part we are called to do to be discouraging and difficult. I have told you this story 
before. Three men working in a quarry. One thought he was only breaking rocks. The 
second thought he was making stones for building something. The third man thought 
that he was participating in the building of a great cathedral. All three were doing the 
same work, but their vision was different. Which one of the three do you think did not 
get weary cutting stone? We must have vision, and that vision must be God’s vision. 
Many ‘vision statements’ are more statements of what we will do, rather than in the lofty 
vision of God’s purposes. God is building a Church, a people for His own possession, a 
Bride for His Son, a people who will shine with His glory and bring praise and renown to 
His Name. Anything less than this is too small. 
 
Such a vision transcends any one generations’ life span. Within the great vision are 
visions for generations and individuals. We are in a great long distance relay race. Our 
task is to carry the baton for an inch, a foot or a yard and then pass it on. It may be our 
task is to pick up the baton that has been dropped. I think that the calling of this age is 
to pick up a dropped baton. However, whatever our task is in this generation, we need 
to keep in view the end of the race, the finish line, the certainty, come the wrath of hell, 
the wickedness of man and the decay of the world, that the day will come when every 
knee will bow, the sheep and the goats will be separated and the weeds will be 
removed from the wheat, bundled up and burned. To hold onto the vision when 



everything still seems to be dark and getting darker just before the dawn will require us 
to be in the word and much at prayer and that will cost. Remember, Jesus spoke of 
taking up our own cross daily and following Him. This is part of that cross. 
 
Let me encourage any who read this to read chapter 54 and 55 through and keep your 
Bible open to refer to the text. I will try to give the flow of these two marvelous chapters 
and draw out some important aspects.  
 
These chapters are lofty and the metaphors are set to take us out of ourselves and 
taste something of the view from eternity, to see what God sees. There are allusions to 
the various covenants which God has made with the people. These covenants are not 
given because previous ones have failed, but each is a further revealing of aspects of 
the everlasting covenant that was coming. The people could not cope with a full 
declaration of the eternal covenant, but had to be brought up on milk until they were 
weaned and could face baby food. As they grew they were able to digest meat and so 
on. John speaks about this in His epistles 1 John 2.12 and following. 
 
Let me point to the different covenants made with Israel over the generations, and how 
the fulfillment of these covenants are guarantees that the future vision will also be 
fulfilled. Each of these covenants is a shadow which contains some of the DNA, as it 
were, of the eternal covenant presented here. 
 
Verses 1-3. 
Who is this barren one who will have more children than others? Does anyone spring to 
mind? Abraham and Sarah. She was barren but had a son late in life by divine promise, 
and given the age of the new parents, it was a miracle! Abraham lived in tents. Tents 
were sufficient to house his family during his life time. Then Egypt happened and the 
Exodus, where over a million descendants and adherents left Egypt by the mighty 
deliverance of God and were born a nation over-night. This was still not big enough to 
fulfill God’s promise of descendants more numerous than the grains of sand on the 
seashore and the stars in the sky. Scientific discoveries have shown us that there is 
more sand on more sea shores than Abraham ever knew, and there are more stars in 
the sky than even the three Wise Men could imagine. The promise to Abraham was 
even bigger than he thought, even on a cloudless night! This promise still awaits its 
completion. How many Christians are there now in heaven? No-one can know or count. 
 
There is going to be such a number, even of returning people to the land that they will 
have to extend and spread out. Think of a river flood plain being drenched when a river 
is in flood. That approximates to what is being described here. Think of bread dough, 
how it expands to fill the baking tray under the effect of the yeast, this is what has, and 
will, happen. There is an immediate application, and a final application as the age 
closes.   
 
Next in verses 4-8 there is the memory, present and sore, of the effects of the covenant 
broken. The terms of the covenant here alluded to is that which was given on Mount 
Sinai and in the time of Moses. This covenant has two great pillars in it. We find these in 



Deuteronomy 28. This covenant promised blessings if obeyed, and curses if disobeyed. 
There is much more to it than that. The people were exiled and overrun by enemies 
because they had failed to observe the terms of the covenant. Their behavior and 
attitudes had brought on then the unpleasant side of the covenant. They had been 
faithless to God, but God was faithful to them in bringing the curses upon them. God’s 
love and commitment to His people had not changed, but the relation in which they 
stood to Him had been broken. Do we doubt how wretchedly the people had treated 
God? Do we think God was hard on them? Think what we have been told about the 
people already in Isaiah chapter 1. They were like people who were diseased from head 
to foot. There was not an inch of them which was not diseased with sin and rebellion. 
Chapter 5. They were like useless vines that produced nothing but rotten grapes unfit 
for any use. Chapter 41.25. They were like newly dug clay which had to be tramped 
down by the potter to soften it, to be de-gritted of impurities and pounded until it could 
be thrown on the wheel. They were like sheep, which at the drop of a hat, go astray, 
every last one of them. Isaiah 53.6 There is not even one which is righteous!  This is 
just a few of countless assessments of the state of Judah and Jerusalem.  They are 
sinners, rebels, stiff necked, spiritual adulterers, proud, self-sufficient, blind, deaf and 
hard hearted, and they turn to anything to try to heal their ills other than God! To me, it 
sounds just like today! 
 
This covenant of faithfulness will be restored, and the spurned unfaithful wife will be 
called back in compassion. This we find in verses 6-8. 
 
We then go back in time to the days of Noah. After the flood and destruction, God made 
a covenant with Noah that He would never again destroy and flood the earth. A sign 
was given to Noah to be the signature on the Covenant, the rainbow. God would give a 
sign to the returnees that His covenant, as promised here, would stand. The return and 
the rebuilding would be the first immediate sign. As the generations rolled on and the 
Messiah, Jesus, was revealed, there was a further unfolding and increase of this eternal 
covenant. There was the increase of the promise that Gentiles would flood into the 
people of God and this we read about in Acts and Christian history since then. 
 
Let me recount what an early observer of the Church reported. Pliny the younger 62AD 
reports about the Christians in Bithynia.  ‘The contagion of this superstition has spread 
not only in the cities, but in the villages and rural districts as well;’ Henry Bettenson, 
Documents of the Christian Church. Pliny was not a Christian and was reporting a 
situation that was feared could challenge the authority of Rome. The covenant is 
working, growing from a small beginning, to a multitude, from a trickle, to a mighty river!   
 
Verse 10 here is a priceless gem. The rarest of blessings that all people long for are 
promised in this unfolding covenant. Unfailing love and peace. We all know something 
of what it is to be loved, and to have tasted peace in natural life. Here the promise 
relates to our life in God. To know we are, 
 
 
 



 
‘Loved with everlasting love,  

Led by grace that love to know,  
Spirit breathing from above, 
Thou hast taught me it is so. 

Oh, this full and perfect peace! 
Oh, this transport all divine! 

In a love which cannot cease, 
                                      I am His, and He is mine.’          G Wade Robinson. 

 
For us there is even more unfolding of the covenant and the signs which underwrite the 
absolute guarantee of the complete fulfillment of the covenant. There is the birth of 
Jesus the Messiah. There is His life, suffering and death which was as prophesised in 
Isaiah 52.13 -53-12. There are the 5 wounds in His body which He will have for all 
eternity, and there is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Here is what the hymn writers say 
about this. Wesley in the hymn ‘Arise my soul arise,’ 
 

‘Five bleeding wounds He bears, 
Received on Calvary; 

They pour effectual prayers.  
They strongly speak for me: 

Forgive him, O forgive they cry, 
Nor let that ransomed sinner die!’ 

 
This thought arises from the contrast between the shed blood of Abel, and that of Christ. 
Abel’s blood cries out for vengeance, the blood of Christ cries out for mercy. We find 
this in Hebrews 12.24 and Genesis 4.10. 
 
Regarding the Holy Spirit, in the Hymn by Wesley, ‘Away with our fears’ we have this, 
 

‘Our Advocate there 
By His blood and His prayer 

The gift hath obtained, 
For us He hath prayed and the Comforter gained; 

Our glorified Head 
His Spirit hath shed, 

With His people to stay,  
And never again will He take Him away.’ 

 
We have the Cross, the shed blood of Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit as the 
signs of the Eternal covenant, proof of God’s faithfulness.  
 
All this was given to the exiles and to us to encourage us to hold fast to the vision of 
future glory. It is important to take heed of this, that when God designs to comfort, 
encourage and assure His people, He gives them truth. We live in a day when we give 
our children things, when experience of this and that are regarded as human rights. My 



observation of this is that it does not produce a healthy attitude, nor fitness for the cut 
and thrust of life, nor even happiness. In a moment of two I will move onto chapter 55, 
but verse 2 asks the question, why spend money on things that do not satisfy? A good 
question, and one which God answers through the Bible. It is only truth that satisfies, 
only Christ in the soul that satisfies. This satisfies, and this alone. We are living in a 
generation of lost and empty and unsatisfied people. 
 
Back to the last section of chapter 54.   
Here we have a glorious vision of the people of God, compared to a city. Verses 11-17 
paints a highly stylized description of the city which God himself will build instead of the 
poor afflicted city that we have been reading about. The city and its people were to be 
carried away, diminished and destroyed, but from the ashes, God will build up a glorious 
city, and people. The completion of this project will come at the end of the age, but this 
is the progress and direction that God will be acting to achieve. Again, it is a reminder of 
what we read on Romans 8.28, we are destined not just for existence, even eternal 
existence, but for a glorious eternal existence, the glory being that bestowed from the 
very glory of God. We are here being presented with a glorious hope, a hope that will 
keep the returning exiles on the road in all weathers, and believers as pilgrims on the 
path home to glory. 
 
I have found in verse 13 a new thing to pray for my kids and grand-children, and for the 
schools and the community. ‘Taught by the Lord, and peace.’ Is that not something 
worth contemplating until God opens up the length and breadth of what this means so 
that we can pray with yet more vision. This is the blessedness of godliness, this is what 
so many children for the past several generations lack. If we do not have the peace of 
God, we will try to manufacture it, or replace it with things and worldly experiences, 
drugs, sex and rock and roll!  
 
Verse 16 and 17 are a further proof that God will do all this. Isaiah reminds the people 
that it is God who stirs up the destroyer. Since it is God who is the One who brings woe, 
when He says He will bring blessedness, He is as able to do that as He was able to 
bring woe. The under narrative is that everything that has happened to Israel and Judah 
is of God. They have never been left to ‘fate’ or ‘chance’, but God has been true to His 
covenant to bless or curse. Likewise for Christians, we are never plucked from His 
hands. They are about us to protect us, correct us, discipline us and bless us. In fact, 
Hebrews takes the position that even discipline is a blessing, and it is! 
 
All the glory of this section is the heritage v17, the inheritance that is to come to the 
servants, that is, disciples of the Lord. Ephesians expands this to mind blowing 
proportions in chapter 1 v13 and 18. Verse 18 seems to be saying that God is the 
inheritance that believers receive, and believers are God’s inheritance. Wow! There is a 
hymn by Spitta which I would love to quote in full because in its eight stanzas it hardly 
begins to do justice to this eternal city which is to come. However, one will suffice. If it 
touches you as it does me, it is probably online somewhere, or ask and I will photocopy 
it for you. 
 ‘Things to Come.’ Spitta 1800. 



 
‘Oh what will be the day when we shall stand 

Irradiate with God’s eternal light: 
First tread as sinless saints the sinless land, 
No shade nor stain upon our garments white; 

No fear, no shame upon our faces then, 
No mark of sin – oh joy beyond all thought! 

A son of God, a free-born citizen 
Of that bright city where the curse is not!  

 
Chapter 55. 
I want to point out three components of this chapter. 
1. All of this which God will do is by His grace, not by our efforts or design. It is available 
without money or cost, but is to be applied for, it is to be bought, we have to go to the 
vendor of this, and the vendor of it all is God. 
2. There are conditions. Only those who seek God will receive this blessing. 
3. What God has said and promised is absolutely certain. It is His word that prevails, not 
our plans or our preferences. 
 
1. Verses 1-5. ‘Come.’ 
The salvation of God in the Old Testament and the New Testament is free and all of 
grace. However we must come to God and ask for it. This is not a casual coming, this is 
not an attitude of, ‘I may as well come for this because it is free, and if I don’t like it, I 
can always bin it!’ Such an attitude cannot receive because it is only those who have 
come to an end of themselves or who see that there is nothing that we can buy or 
obtain for ourselves that can match God’s offer. Hunger is one state of need and desire, 
but thirst is another. We can live for some time with little or no food, but we only have 
about 72 hours without water and then we die. To benefit from this free offer of grace, 
we have to be like the deer that pants for the water. It is the thirsty who will be given this 
water of life. 
 
Spiritual desire is the blessing of blessings in this life. A lack of desire is the ills of all ills. 
We can present food to someone, but if they have no appetite, they can die of hunger 
while surrounded by good provision. I think many believers decline into spiritual 
malnutrition because they do not dip into the mountains of nourishing food that is all 
about us and is part of the Christian heritage of Scotland. Others get sick because all 
they eat is junk food, and there is plenty of sweet and sugary stuff out there as well. 
However meat, potatoes and two veg will do us more good than sweeties and fizzy 
drinks. Why not do something radical. Pick up a good book, by that I mean an old book, 
and learn to chew some meat instead of jelly and ice cream!  Treat yourself to a book by 
AW Tozer, or the biography of Hudson Taylor. Try a book about the Hebridean 
Revivals, the one by the Peckhams is great, or a Puritan classic. Thomas Watson on 
the Lord’s Prayer is worth sticking with. Those who are hungry for God will be fed 
eventually. Those who have no taste for the food of God will go down in sorrow unfed 
and lean. The command is there, ‘Come!’ ‘Come you thirsty!’     
 



2. Verses 6-7. ‘Seek.’ 
The offer of grace is free, but that does not mean that we are passive. God has His big 
part to do, we have a small part, but it takes open hands to receive from the Lord, and it 
takes a heart which has been cleansed to make room to receive from the Lord. God’s 
part is to give, our part is to seek. Jesus said, ask, seek, knock and the door will be 
opened. It is in such matters that the testimonies of the saints, Biblical and others, can 
help us. Abram left his home and country to seek the place God promised him. Charles 
Wesley wrote, 

‘O love divine how sweet thou art. 
When shall I find my willing heart 

All taken up by thee? 
For love I sigh, for love I pine 

This only portion, Lord be mine. 
Be mine this better part.’ 

 
For me one of the most profound and helpful hymns on this subject of having a desire 
for God, that gives rise to the seeking of God, is that of Frederick Willian Faber. I have 
quoted this hymn in part many times, I never grow tired of it even after reading it for 47 
years. I came across it first in 1973 on the 5th of August! Let me give you two stanzas of 
‘’Desire of God.’ 
 

‘For the lack of desire is the ill of all ills; 
Many thousands through it the dark pathway have trod, 

The balsam, the wine of predestinate wills 
Is a jubilant pining and longing for God.’ 

 
Notice jubilation and pining longing. This is like boy and girl in love and parted, and 
waiting for the next letter to arrive! Faber continues, 
 

‘I have seen dying men not so grand in their dying 
As our love would have wished, - and through lack of desire: 

Oh that we may die languishing, burning and sighing; 
For God’s last grace and best is to die all on fire.’ 

 
I have been at quite a few bedsides over the years as people entered their last 
moments. Some have been terrible, young men crying out in fear as to what would 
happen next. Others have smiled as their moment came.  
 
Sadly the young think they will live forever and will be up to whatever life brings. By that 
they mean success and good. Middle aged people are so busy with family, careers and 
trying to achieve their youthful goals while they still have strength that they don’t give 
time to seeking. Older people look back on all the lost and wasted opportunities, things 
we would do differently if we had the time again, and are often sad that strength has 
failed and we can no longer pursue an interest with the strength we once had. For many 
such, they think that it is too late to seek the Lord. Everyone has what seems a 
legitimate reason for not seeking God, but at root it is pride and rebellion and lack of 



love that keeps us from seeking the Lord. The invitation and command to seek God in 
verse 6 is not limited by age, gender, race or inclination. If we are to have peace, and 
the vision of things to come, then our part is to seek God. 
 
There is another condition that it is easy to miss. The condition is,’ while He may be 
found.’ None of us know how long God’s day of grace will remain open. None of us 
know if we will have a tomorrow. Do you remember that terrible disaster in Dunblane? 
People were sitting in their homes with no thought in their heads that this would be their 
last night. Do you remember the Twin Towers? Men and women said, ‘goodbye, see 
you at tea time,’ but tea time never came for so many. None of us know how long God 
will have this offer or how long we have to seek God. 
 
Hebrews warns in 3.17 and following, today is the day we have, so seek God now, 
today before it is too late. I once had a friend who just did not understand about life 
assurance. He thought he could spare himself the expense of premiums until he was 
diagnosed as ill. He just did not get it that the time to buy is now when you are healthy 
because if you wait until you are sick, the offer will be closed! Seeking is for now not 
later. If we don’t seek now, we will never seek. 
 
3. Verses 8-13 
The guarantee given the Word. I can remember someone speaking to Mr. Still, late of 
Aberdeen. His questioner was asking him the secret of his success. I think that the 
answer expected was a list of things to do, courses of action to follow and strategies 
and resources to use. Mr. Still smiled kindly, so I knew something special was coming. 
He leant forward as if to share a treasured secret with his interrogator, and said simply, 
‘the word has done it all.’ No strategies, no great plans, just the word expounded at 
length week by week and year by year. This is how God has worked in every age, by 
His word and this word illuminated and made living by the Holy Spirit. Word and Spirit, 
Spirit and Word.   
 
Verses 10 and 11 are the sum of it. As rain and snow fall and water the earth, so the 
word coming down to us waters our souls. The rain does what it is meant to do, soaks 
into the soil, and the desert blooms with life! That is how it works. The word going out 
from God to the thirsty seeker will accomplish all that God desires. It is the word coming 
down to us, that is the word and the Spirit will produce in us holiness of heart, it will set 
us free from bondages, it will encourage because it is truth which encourages, it will 
keep our feet on the ground even while our hearts are in heaven.  
 
Do any of us desire to be joyful? Then this will follow on from coming to God with 
hunger and seeking Him, and feeding on the word. Verse 12-13 is an account of how 
such people’s view of the world change. From being a place where there are brief joys 
and long sorrows, the earth becomes a place which is God inhabited. It may even be 
that the course of decay in nature, ecology and the depletion of bio-diversity which has 
accelerated in the past decades will be affected. The world awaits the revealing of the 
sons of God, so trees clapping their hands and myrtle trees growing instead of briars 
and the other lofty comparisons may yet give hope for the natural world. If you think this 



far-fetched, there is some evidence of physical blessing of an agricultural kind in 
communities which have come into revival. We must be careful not to limit what God 
may do when people come thirsting, seeking and believing the word. 
 
Whatever else we see in these chapters, the message is there that we are to hope for 
and look for future glory. What is more, we are told that the source of this glory and the 
One who guarantees it is God Himself. However we have a part to play, and that is to 
come, thirst, and seek and to hold fast to God’s word, and to do all this now.  
 
I am not a great believer in New Year’s resolutions. However the end of one year and 
the start of another year is a special time. Certainly we will be glad to see 2020 out and 
hope that 2021 will be a better year and not only more of the same. We are still at risk of 
the virus pandemic until the vaccines are rolled out and that will take many months 
possibly. Until then, we are all facing a potential risk. We face an eternal risk until we 
come, seek and believe, but this risk is cosmic, eternal and very pressing. The coming 
of a New Year is a good time to turn from our old ways and forsake our wicked ways 
and turn to the Lord for mercy. If not now, when?  
  
  

 
 
 

 


