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Isaiah 44.24- 45.25 

 
We move on in our consideration of Isaiah, and begin with another of Isaiah’s glorious 
statements in 44.24-28 which refers to God’s absolute supremacy in all the affairs of His 
creation and in the history of mankind. Having left the idols in shreds, well, in stone 
chips and splinters, God is now once again displayed in His utter sovereignty as the 
God of creation and redemption. Both of these claims have been stated before in Isaiah, 
but here they are brought together. Here we are confronted with a claim which has 
already been justified, but must either be accepted in full, or be rejected in full. 
Acceptance will open the path of hope for the future, to reject it will result in final loss 
and death. The claim is this, we are utterly obligated to God by right of creation and by 
right of redemption. The two are linked and this is a challenge for the liberal who 
dismisses creation. We cannot be partly created and partly redeemed, it is either one or 
another. The other side of the same coin of creation and redemption is that God has 
bound Himself by covenant to us. By God’s grace and love, our lives are bound to the 
might of the God of creation and redemption. 
 
You may have seen or read about Dr. Doolittle and an exotic beast called a ‘push me- 
pull you.’ For anyone in the dark, this was a creature which had a head at each end! No 
such human equivalent exists, we are either north facing or south facing, we cannot 
face both ways at the same time! Those who are not wholly God’s are not His at all. We 
cannot try to be dual citizenship of heaven and earth, indeed we cannot, because they 
are mutually exclusive. In the human sphere, to be married to two people at the same 
time is bigamy, and in spiritual terms, it would be rebellion and a most provocative thing 
to God. That is essentially what the idolatry of Israel was, bigamy, having the photos of 
old girlfriends lining the stair well. What husband or wife would not be provoked by that? 
 
The point is, we are either wholly God’s or we are strangers to God. I know that this 
sounds blunt in today’s wishy-washy, liberal all-inclusiveness, but we are not dealing 
with the dictates of so called modern thinkers, we are dealing with someone much 
higher. We are dealing with the commands and ways of God, and eternal life and death 
are at stake here. It is the nature of our indulgent generation that we want to pick and 
choose, to leave certain things out and to take only what pleases us. The Bible does not 
give us this option. God’s promises frequently come with conditions, and all the 
parables of the Potter and the clay are told in such a way that the clay is to yield to the 
touch of the Potter and not debate with Him about what He will do. Moderns don’t like 
this! Tough, that is the way it is!   
 
Most of what we have in these verses 24-28 we have read before in other sections of 
Isaiah, but they are all being put together here, and I read it as containing important 
emphasis. For example verse 24 is like the shadow of a strong statement made by 
Paul. In Ephesians 1 verse 4 Paul says that the Ephesian Christians were chosen by 
God to be in Christ before the creation of the world. Here in Isaiah, we are told that the 
One who Redeemed Israel formed them in the womb. That could include the womb of 
Eve, Sarah, and the particular mothers of the succeeding generations of Israelites. 



However we take it, there is this truth, before anything was, God was the Redeemer. 
This is a long existing plan of God determined even before there were any Golden 
Calves or idols, God was ruling from the very beginning. Such truths are given for our 
comfort. History is not meaningless, nor is it just a swirling repeating process, it has a 
beginning and it is heading in one direction only, to the consummation of God’s 
purposes and the end of the ages. We are to live in a state of preparedness and 
expectation and not be like the foolish virgins of the parable. 
 
The prophetic books are full of this important fact summerised in Romans 8, that God is 
so exalted a Person, who makes all things work for His glory and for our good. He is 
absolute sovereign of creation and history. I think that this is a most important tenet of 
the Christian faith. If we actually believed this, and applied it, then it would alter our 
feelings about Trump versus Biden, East versus West, and the equivalents in the UK 
and so on. God holds the reigns of history, and all we or the devil can do is yank on 
them a little to upset the horses, but we cannot divert the train of God’s purpose and 
plans. This may make the ride a bit bumpy now and then, but the train, the coach, will 
not come off the tracks or take the wrong road! Find this hard to accept? Then review 
the history of Joseph, Job, Peter, Paul and read the biographies of the ‘saints.’ 
 
Verse 26 sounds a bit like the creation command. Just as uncreated light shone when 
God said, ‘Let there be light,’ so when God says of Jerusalem, ‘it shall be inhabited,’ 
then it will be. We find this in other prophetic books, that when God declares that a 
nation will be exalted or when He decrees that a nation will be brought low, then it will 
happen. There is however a proviso. We also see in Scripture that God will at times 
respond to the prayers of His people for a nation even after He has made a declaration 
of its destruction. The prayers of Moses illustrate this. God will also respond to the 
actions of a nation if it turns and obeys the commands of God. The history of Jonah 
illustrates this. Whatever God commands, that is what will happen, even if for creatures 
like us, it seems to take a while! 
 
The striking aspect of this passage is the naming of one who has been referenced 
before. In verse 28, the one who would come from the north is named as Cyrus. Now 
remember that Isaiah is saying this 150 years before Cyrus actually appeared on the 
scene. This is the crux of predictive prophecy which many liberal scholars choke on. 
However, after all that we have read in previous chapters of the Lord God being the 
One who has told from the beginning what would be, this is, as it were, the proof of the 
pudding. No idol saw that this was coming, only Israel’s God, their creator and their 
redeemer saw it and told of it. We are faced here with the tipping point of faith. We 
either believe this, and if not, then we cannot know that God is creator and redeemer. 
We are then in the poor company of those mentioned in verse 25, false prophets, the 
fools who think and are lauded as wise, and those who have embraced nonsense! 
 
What follows in verse 28 would have been difficult for those who were awaiting Exile, 
and who were in Exile, and who were about to return from Exile, to stomach. The 
Messiah was said to be of the line of David, but here, the Hebrew word used to describe 
Cyrus, a pagan and foreign king, is God’s anointed, God’s Messiah. Had the line of 



David been rejected? Were the people of God now to be subject to a pagan king? No, 
they were not. God being the Sovereign God had the complete right to bring rescue by 
a pagan king and nation as He had used the pagan nations of Assyria and Babylon as 
instruments in His hand to break Israel and Judah down. This is the will of the Master 
Potter being expressed.  All these nations were used in God’s purposes to firstly be 
wielded as a rod of correction, and then as a hand of mercy and provision to restore the 
people back to Jerusalem. All this was revealed by God to the people through Isaiah 
150 years before it happened, before Cyrus was even known, and it happened just as 
God said it would! 
 
We have the history of this promise and its fulfillment in the historical accounts in the 
Bible, and we also have the history of it recorded in secular history. It all happened, just 
as God had said it would. We are given the history of Israel for our learning. We have it 
to show that God is faithful to His promises and that faith in God is the valid response. 
All this is given to believers to confirm us in the practicality and sense of having faith in 
God when He promises. Christians are accused of many things at different times. At 
one time the accusation was made that to believe in God was all pie in the sky when 
you die. The historical accounts we are looking at are there to show us that it is not pie 
in the sky to believe God, but it is in fact, taking a stand on the solid rock, when to do 
otherwise is to build on sand, and quick sand at that.  
 
Think of the empires which have come and gone. All of these were built on sand and 
the tides of time have washed them away. This is not so with the Kingdom of God.  Do 
you remember what missionary Jim Elliot wrote in his diary shortly before he lost his life 
at the hands of those he was seeking to bring to faith in Christ? He wrote that ‘he is no 
fool, who gives up what he can’t keep to gain what he can’t lose.’ Faith is not a stab in 
the dark, it is the holding onto what is real in the face of falsehood and fantasy. Greece 
fell, Rome fell, the Aztecs are still a mystery to us, we still don’t understand the genius 
of the Egyptian builders, but all of these have faded and gone. Do not assume that the 
West will continue forever. It is righteousness that exalts a nation, not armies or 
economy, science or the internet! If we pray and seek God and humble ourselves and 
turn from our wicked ways, then God may yet heal our land, but apart from God there is 
no hope for this or any western or eastern nation. 2 Chronicles 7.14, Matthew 6.9-10. If 
we do not know these verses off by heart, please take time to memorise them and let 
them stew and percolate into our whole beings, then we will be a church. 
 
The astonishing and hopeful thing is this, that God can and does use even pagan kings 
to do His will, even if they hardly realise it! What does this mean? It means that even if 
all around us seems vile and godless, God is not stuck and waiting for the spiritual 
climate to change so that He can get His plan back into motion. Nothing can derail the 
purposes of God. God works truly in mysterious ways. God uses things and people who 
we would never imagine would be used. 
 
We have to understand that God using Cyrus for His purposes was not an endorsement 
of Cyrus. Cyrus was an instrument in God’s hand, he was anointed and raised up by 
God, but that did not mean that Cyrus was anything like a king David. This is important 



to understand. It is not a person’s gifting which is the proof of their sincerity as regards 
God, and so we need to hold back in evaluating people in this way. There is gifting and 
there is fruit. It is fruit that tells us what root is on the tree, not the decorations! There is 
no tree which has all the glitter of a Christmas tree. All the glitter is gift, it does not arise 
from the root, the heart, and God looks on the heart. I think that we could say that God 
can and does use any old donkey, ask Balaam about that! Numbers 22.21-39. 
 
We move to chapter 45. 
The first verses, 1-7 are addressed to Cyrus, but are in fact are intended to be heard by 
the people of God. God speaks, as it were, about the future, out loud to be clearly 
overheard by the people. This is for the Exiles benefit, we do not know if Cyrus ever 
heard these words. What is clear is that God is doing what He has been doing all along. 
As it was God who raised up the Assyrians and Babylonians, so it is God who is raising 
up Cyrus. Cyrus may think that he is a great man, and to all accounts, he was a great 
man, but it was God who had His hand in the small of his back to bring him to the front. 
It was not Cyrus who did all this. God has the hand that directs history. It is God who 
digs the channels and the water runs along them and cuts them deeper. So with Cyrus, 
God is the one who raises him up for His purpose of restoration of His people and their 
salvation.  Cowper was correct, ‘God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to 
perform….’ He goes on to say in his hymn, ‘Judge not the Lord by feeble sense but trust 
Him for His grace, behind a frowning providence, He hides a smiling face.’  
 
A new pagan invader was on the scene, and the people of God may well have 
wondered what horrors a king who had overthrown Babylon would bring. However, 
Cyrus was of a different temper, and he was, under God, made a restorer for the 
people. Cyrus was a temporary ‘messiah’, the true Servant mentioned at the start of 
chapter 42 is still to come, the true Messiah. We should note that Cyrus’s mission was 
to see the people return to Jerusalem and rebuild the city and the Temple both of which 
were central to the promise God made to King David. The Davidic promises are not 
being done away with in Cyrus, but restored by him out of the Exile. 
 
The result of the intervention of Cyrus was to be that Cyrus, the people and the nations 
would see and acknowledge that God was the Lord of all and was active. No wonder 
that in verse 8 the angels sang and the earth rejoiced! 
 
Verses 9-13.  
Sadly, all this was not greeted with such joy by the people in Exile. Rather than greet it, 
they greeted over it! We have the parable of the potter and the clay. The people 
contended with God and wanted to advise Him and argue with Him instead of letting 
Him recast and remake the spoiled pot. I suppose most of us as young children thought 
that we knew better than our parents, and in our teens knew that we knew more than 
our parents and were sure that their main purpose in life was to spoil our fun and say no 
to all we wanted to do. All of us who have had children and teens remember the day 
when they became human again and no longer argued with us about everything. Israel 
never got out of their stroppy teens, and even in the Exile and return, they bickered and 
griped and questioned God! This is what these verses are about. The people still 



thought that they had a say and had some insight into what should happen. This is not 
going to become an appeal to be passive and adopt an attitude of what will be will be. 
God was challenging His people to get some backbone, to get some gumption, because 
that is what faith is, it is a robust, daring, scary response to God, it takes character and 
guts to be clay in the potters hands. 
 
Have you ever watched a potter at work? Even before he or she throws the clay on the 
wheel, a great deal of hard work had gone into getting the clay into a condition where it 
can be molded and shaped. The clay is thrown onto the wheel, it is not placed gently, it 
has to be thrown so that it will stay in place for the potter to go to work on it. Once the 
clay is thrown, the potter works it up and down to get its consistency correct. At this 
stage, as observers we are asking ourselves, ‘what is he doing, why does he spoil what 
he seems to be making?’ Then all of a sudden, he runs the clay up and a pot suddenly 
emerges and all becomes clear. The people were like us observing and asking what is 
God thinking of, what is He doing, this is not making sense to us. In this passage there 
is a mild rebuke. If after all that has been said, the people doubt and quarrel with God’s 
sovereign power and wisdom, then they need to be told to stop it and shut up, and be 
the clay and let God be the Potter. All of this is the result of small thinking and unbelief, 
and a heart that is not yet able to embrace its ‘poverty of spirit.’ The Beatitudes are a 
definition of how to be clay in the hands of the Master Potter. 
 
If we continue as quarrelsome clay and children who insist they know better than their 
parent, then we are opting for a very unhappy and joyless form of Christianity and 
existence. I need to remind myself of this, how about you? Faith and trust and 
repentance is the joy filled life, not living by the feeble power of our thinking, feeling and 
comprehension. How many dawns have we seen? How many seasons have we seen? 
None of us have seen as many as God has seen, so why do we think we are smarter or 
more experienced than God. It is ludicrous to think so, yet we all do it! Let us learn the 
lesson of the Potter and the clay. Should we not let God make of us and anyone else 
what He wills? He will do it anyway, so why try to resist Him. He will not be diverted 
from His purposes to be glorified and to show us great and generous mercy. I am glad 
now that my Dad never gave me a felling axe until I was in my teens. I got it when he 
got a load of cut tree trunks and wanted them split into logs for the winter fires. It was 
only then that I discovered what a wonderful tool an axe was and that it was not a toy, 
but came with danger if misused. Dad did know best after all! It hardly bears thinking 
about, an 8year old with a felling axe! 
 
Verses 14-25 
In these verses, Cyrus and his limited purpose fade into obscurity with a vision of what 
God is going to do with this remnant of Israel emerges. It is as if up until now, the vision 
of Cyrus has been like a torch light, or a single electric light in a large room that leaves 
more of the room in shadow and uncertain gloom. Suddenly the windows are thrown 
open or the flood lights are turned on and in an instant the darkness, uncertainty and 
gloom is expelled. Instead of the room being bare and empty, in the bright sunlight the 
splendor of a palace room is revealed.  
 



Verses 14 and 15 are reminiscent of Romans 8.19 where Paul says the creation is 
awaiting the revealing of the sons of God. It is that which will end the futility which 
creation has been subjected to by the sin of mankind in Adam. Israel, the people of 
God, Jew and Gentile will cease to be the tail and will become the head. The very 
nations that afflicted them and who despised and looked down on them will come in 
humiliation to serve and offer their wealth to God’s people once He has restored them. 
The pauper will be unveiled as the lord, the beggar will be raised up to be the master, 
the war worn and bedraggled soldiers will be adorned with their dress uniforms with 
shining breastplates and helmets. The swords will be unsheathed and glint and flash in 
the bright light. They will not be broken and rusted and pitted. The banners will be 
unfurled and they will be led in the triumph of Christ and all those who opposed Christ 
and them will be brought out and displayed to their shame. These former foes will bow 
their knees and confess that Christ is the Lord and King. We have here the picture 
which is expanded and applied to Christ in the New Testament in Philippians 2.10-11, 
and in Ephesians 4.8.This is where God is leading His people, and this is the focus of 
the two utterances of God in these verses.  
 
Isaiah speaks in verses 15-17.  
He is amazed at the ways of God, who works on even when the eyes of the world are 
taken up with their silly concerns and proud boastings. This is an important lesson to 
face up to. The church in the West may be in a deplorable condition at present, but read 
about the lives of believers in Africa and China and South America, and they leave us in 
their shadow. I have encouraged folk to read the book, ‘Under the Thorn Tree,’ and 
gave away a few copies. Read this book again and consider the devotedness and the 
anointing these men and woman lived in. In previous generations people in Scotland 
moved in such blessedness and unction of the Holy Spirit. Jesus even promised that if 
we asked, sought and knocked, He would give us the Holy Spirit in great measure. We 
may be blessed with this outpouring of the Holy Spirit yet again. Scotland used to be 
known as the land of the Book, meaning the Bible, and also as the land of many 
revivals. We are not this today, but we have been in the past, and is it not a worthy goal 
to seek God for this mercy once again. Even if we do not live to see it, our children’s 
children might, and in that time, they will really need it as things go from where they are 
now to worse! If you think that I am being dramatic, then consider this. The anti-hate law 
being worked on by the Scottish Government could be interpreted in such a way as to 
outlaw the Bible. Read the material of the Christian Institute, an organization bristling 
with legal minds, so it is a reasonable matter of concern to very able legal minds. 
 
Isaiah’s comment of God hiding Himself does not mean that He is beyond finding out. 
We could say that God hides Himself in plain sight, but those who are untrained cannot 
see what is in front of their noses! It is like the scientist who dissects a frog. He sees 
tissues and bones, and organic systems. The Christian sees more. He sees a creature 
fearfully and wonderfully made, that lives because God has commanded it to live. When 
the scientist has finished all he has is a pile of bits, dead and unrepairable bits, for it is 
God alone who gives life and breath to all. Isaiah sees God as the one who saves, God 
alone who is the God of salvation. This is a grand theme and worthy of thought. 
 



Verses 18-25 
This passage reminds me of a title of a Francis Schaeffer book from long ago. The title 
was, ‘The God who is there.’ The title of the follow on book was, ‘God is there and He is 
not silent.’ God declares again the credentials which He alone can offer. He has spoken 
and what He has said has come about. This is in contrast to the idols the people had 
adopted which were dumb and blind and useless because they could neither give an 
account of the events of the past, nor could they speak of what was yet to come. In 
contrast, God could do both and has and is doing both. God is calling the people to 
come before Him and present their case if they think they have one. The people cannot 
present a case and in verse 22 instead of God issuing a rebuke or a sentence, He yet 
again proffers salvation and then goes on to declare the ultimate triumph of His 
purposes once more. 
 
This whole passage in chapter 45 is a lofty vision of God as absolute God. There is 
none like Him and no other contender past, present or future. This is how it will be, yet 
most of humanity do not know this or have treated it lightly. We who believe must not be 
in this way of thinking. We are not yet what we will be, the Church is diffuse and spread 
about in the earth, it is in many ways hidden, but for all that, it is yeast and it will have its 
full effect in the earth. Then as the years pass and the earth grows old, the church will 
be revealed in some way, and it will be an astonishment to those on the earth.  
 
In the meantime, we are like a ragged pilgrim on the road, but glory is coming as 
certainly as God is God. 
 
One brief application in addition to what has already been said. Since all this is certain, 
what sorts of people should we be? That is a question that will take us beyond many 
Christmas’ to answer in full. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    


