
Sunday 1st November 2020 
Isaiah 43.1 - 44.5 

From darkness to light. 
 

In this long section of Isaiah 40-55, there is the contrast between hopelessness and 
hopefulness. Whenever the prophet speaks about the people, those who are about to 
go into exile, there seems to be great gloom about their state and prospects. Then, the 
tone changes in a moment when Isaiah speaks again from God’s point of view and we 
get wonderful passages such as we find in chapter 43 and into 44. It is as if the 
message coming through is this, with man as he is, all is doom and gloom. However, 
when God takes the field to undertake for man, the promises are as high as the 
heavens and as bright and hopeful as a sunny day!  
 
This is no mistake. The previous chapters have shown that Israel was not fit for 
purpose. Rather than being the servant of God to display the glory and the desirability of 
being in relationship with God, they had blotted their copy book with rebellion, 
transgression, iniquity and sin. All those negative words are there to emphasize that the 
condition of the people was indeed terrible. Not only were they not fit to promote God, 
they were doing the very opposite of their calling, they were bringing disgrace on the 
name of God. 
 
All of this is sad, bad and depressing, because in many eras of the church, we have 
seen the same state of affairs as the people of Israel were in Isaiah’s day. We have 
even less excuse for this than they had. They had no excuse, we have even less 
excuse if such a thing can be said. We have the Law and the Prophets as they had, but 
we have the complete Scriptures, we have the Cross and the resurrection of Jesus, we 
have the outpoured Holy Spirit. All this is more than they had. Despite all these 
advantages, and the example and warnings of the history of Israel, we have still 
wandered from the path of truth, and I would argue that today we are in as dangerous a 
place as we have ever been as a church in this country. 
 
Bad as all this is, the other side of the example of Israel has to be taken on board as 
well. We have come across it several times already where Isaiah said that God was 
waiting, wanting to be gracious to the people. Even though they had condemned 
themselves by their own words of judgment in Isaiah 5, God had not finished with them. 
In chapter 43 and into 44 we get promise after promise, and statement after statement 
of what God would do with the people after the Exile. The Exile could not be avoided, 
the people had to be disciplined and purified, but God would restore them. It appeared 
to those who went into exile that the end had come. God had divorced them, it was all 
over. This was largely due to the fact that they were to be removed from the land, a 
thing which defined the people to a great degree. The Land had been promised to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and to be removed from it seemed as if the foundations of 
their identity had been ripped out. They were chosen by God to be His people, in His 
land with His Law. The land featured large in their history and when they were removed 
from the land, it really did seem like the end of the world. 
 



As mere humans, we struggle with the ways of God. When we are upset, it tends to 
consume all our energy and attention. If we are cross, and someone tries to use 
soothing words on us we are likely to say something along the lines of not wanting to be 
sweet talked. If we are scared, that tends to consume our attention. We are not creature 
who can keep every aspect of our personalities in full function and flow at the same 
time. When I have a sore toe or some other bit is painful, it tends to be the main focus of 
my consciousness until some place hurts more! God is not like that. We don’t 
understand how God can do this, but as Faber says about God, ‘all opposite perfections 
take their seat.’ This means that even while God is angry and expending His wrath on 
the people, He does not love them any the less, nor have His mercies come to an end. 
Cowper has a line or two in one of his hymns where he speaks of, 
 

‘Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face.’ 

 
What this means is this. When Joseph is sold by his brothers, when he becomes a 
slave and is then thrown into prison for something he did not do it does not prove that 
God is angry with Him. When he is forgotten by the cup bearer until Pharaoh has a 
dream, this is all hard for Joseph, it is a series of frowning providences which appear to 
come from a displeased God. However, when we read the rest of the story we discover 
that God was not displeased with Joseph, it was rather the opposite, God was delighted 
by him. All the frowning providences were to position Joseph where he was to be in 
God’s purpose for Joseph and the people of God who would become the nation of 
Israel. The thing we struggle with is to know when a hardship is a training exercise for 
greater usefulness to God, and when it is a discipline, also to make us more useful to 
God! Everything that God does and permits to come into a Christian’s life is for His glory 
and our good. 
 
In these next passages God goes about explaining to His people that the discipline 
which has overtaken them and is still to overtake them in the form of the Exile, has not, 
and will not alter the plans He has for them nor will they cease to be anything other than 
precious to Him. God is acting to restore a wayward people to the path of service God 
has called them to. The people may prove faithless to their side of the Covenant, but 
God will be faithful to fulfill His side of the Covenant. It is love that is at the root of all 
their discipline. If God had hated or divorced them, He would have left them alone to 
sink into the obscurity of forgotten history, or utterly destroyed them. 
 
The passage we are looking at today is complex and has a lot in it. I will pick out some 
highlights and point out others.  
 
43.1-7 Contrary to the thinking of those who went into Exile, Exile was not the end of 
their association with God. Verse one, ‘fear not,’ why? Because the God who was their 
creator is also their redeemer. It is the God who sent the people into Exile who will buy 
them back out of Exile. Here are two grounds for hope. God is the creator of the people, 



and He is the redeemer of them as well. They are totally God’s. This points forward to 
Jesus and the Cross as the source of eternal redemption. Christians are people who 
have two claims on their allegiance to God. Firstly He is their creator. Every person who 
exists is obligated to God by creation whether they believe of not. This obligation is 
universal for everything that has breath. Christians are also obligated to God by right of 
redemption. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6.20, 
 

‘You are not your own; you were bought with a price.  
Therefore honour God you’re your bodies.’ 

  
Verse 2 alludes to the coming Exile and the future return from Exile experiences. The 
fact that God reminds the people that they stand in an all-consuming relationship with 
Him does not spare them from the Exile, the terror of its beginning, its sentence and 
then the return, but the promise is that they are still God’s people and are precious to 
Him. Verse 3 tells the people that God will give up other nations for their redemption 
almost as if the glory of these nations is the high price God will pay to redeem them. 
Verse 4 says it all,  
 

‘Since you are precious and honoured in my sight, and because I love you….’ 
 

God promises to be with them, as in the first Exodus, to bring then safely out of Exile. 
Not only is this so, but God will bring back people who have been scattered far and 
wide, none shall be lost. Take note of the last two lines of v7. All of this will be for God’s 
glory. The people who have disgraced God will now be restored to their calling of being 
a means of glory coming to God. The people who were to return at the end of the 70 
years of Exile, because for all of them, they had been born and lived in Exile, and the 
wilderness journey and the return to the Land would be as strange a challenge as the 
Exodus had been for their fathers before them. This is something completely new and 
beyond their experience. However, God was going to bring them back to be His servant 
and witnesses. 
 
43.8-13 the key thought here is found in verse 10. 
 

‘You are my witnesses’ declares the Lord, ‘and my servant whom I have chosen.’ 
 

We have at this point two ‘Servants.’ The one is the servant of the Lord, ultimately the 
Messiah, who is needed to redeem and bring the people back into a relationship with 
God and to fit them to take up their calling as the servants of God. Remember 
Deuteronomy 4? Israel were to be God’s witnesses on earth. They were to live such 
righteous lives and live within the earshot of God such that the pagan nations would 
want to come and have the Lord as their Lord and God. This verse refers to the people 
who left the Exile becoming once more the servants of God for the blessing of the 
nations. 
 
Despite all that had happened, despite all the sin and rebellion, despite the idolatry and 
wickedness of the people of Israel, God was not dismissing them from His service. God 



does not call us one day and reject us the next day. What He has called us to, He will 
fulfill by His power and grace. All of this is set in a glorious declaration of the absolute 
uniqueness of God. This is material for praise and for witness. 
 
Note that it is people who have been fearful who are brought to witness, they are still 
blind and deaf, but as in the Exodus they will see the deliverance of God. It is easy for 
us to think that God will make us strong to witness, but in Isaiah’s day as in the days of 
the early church and as in our own day, God delights to work through weakness. Think 
about the disciples. They were to proclaim a message about a crucified Messiah who 
was raised from the dead. This was offensive to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, yet it 
took the world by storm. We should not wait until we feel strong to witness to God’s 
glory and sovereignty because we will never feel ready. Let us be simple and foolish like 
the healed man who said, 
 

‘once I was blind, but now I see.’  
 

There is no answer to that testimony. Tell our story of how we came to faith and what it 
means to us. We may be laughed at, but none can dismiss it because it leaves the ball 
in their court. 
 
43.14-15 Here is a very brief, but important statement. Verse 15 especially is worth 
taking time about to mull over. It is very rich fare, and a little goes a long way, so don’t 
expect to grasp it all at once, and even as we do eat it and digest it, it will leave a 
delicious aftertaste in our mouths and a sense of satisfaction that will last a long time 
before we need to eat more.  
 
Almost as at the Burning Bush, ‘I am the Lord.’ This is a high statement. However it 
does not stand alone. This ‘I am’, The Lord is ‘Your Holy One.’ God has given Himself to 
the people of Israel. He has not given blessings, He has given Himself, the very fount of 
all blessing, He is your Holy One, not someone else’s, but the peoples, God has bound 
Himself to His people. There is more. God is the Creator, the King of the people. This is 
not a God who is in the midst of a divorce. This sounds more like a retaking of marriage 
vows! What more could God say to assure His people of His never ending and never 
dying love and concern for them? 
This is where I would turn to a hymn book to look at how others have tried to handle this 
material. Here is a verse from the G Wade Robinson hymn. 
                                             ‘Loved with everlasting love, 

Led by grace that love to know, 
Spirit breathing from above, 
Thou hast taught me it is so. 

Oh, this full and perfect peace!  
Oh, this transport all divine!  

In a love which cannot cease, 
I am His and He is mine’ 

 
The thought of that hymn comes from the Song of Solomon, but it fits this passage well. 



The love of God for His people cannot cease. The people are God’s people, and He is 
their God. In the Lord’s Prayer we begin, ‘Our Father.’ It is because God has given 
Himself to us that Christians can address God as ‘our Father.’ There is this from Paul 
Gerhardt who sings of boundless love, love that is beyond the power of speech to truly 
describe or comprehend. 
 

‘Jesu’, thy boundless love to me 
No thought can reach, no tongue declare; 

O knit my thankful heart to thee, 
And reign without a rival there! 
Thine wholly, thine alone I am, 

Be thou alone my constant flame.’ 
 

Then, there is this from Charles Wesley, 
                                                    ‘My God, I am thine, 

What a comfort divine, 
What a blessing to know that my Jesus is mine. 

 
In the heavenly Lamb 

Thrice happy I am, 
And my heart it doth dance at the sound of His Name.’ 

 
Here again is the message, God is ours and we are God’s. Back this up from John 
10.29, 
 

‘… no-one can snatch them out of my Fathers hand.’ 
 

The people of Israel who believe are safe in the Fathers hand for discipline or for 
blessing. Both are tokens of His love and utter commitment. This is the comfort and 
hope that Isaiah is assuring the people of when they come to the day of return from 
Exile.  

 
43.16-21 The beginning of this passage looks back to the Exodus, and even though 
there are similarities to the Exodus when the people will come out of Exile, it will be very 
different. Isaiah verse 18-19 tells the people about to embark on the long journey back 
to forget the Exodus, as if everything was going to be the same. Remember that a 
journey of a few days took 40 years in the Exodus and wilderness wanderings. The 
people are to remember that they were delivered from Israel and got to the Promised 
Land. He wants them to remember that what God promises He will fulfill and so unlike 
their forefathers, they are to believe and face the wilderness journey and get home.  
 
For us like them, there needs to be a mixture of remembering and looking forward. We 
are to remember the revivals and refreshing’s which God has sent, and look to future 
visitations while not getting bogged down in details. Many revivals have had great 
similarities, but never are they exactly the same. Hence to insist that a revival is only a 
revival if it looks like such and such a past revival is foolish. A key point in this passage 



is that even with the Exile, things have moved forward. Verse 21, tells us that the people 
are back on purpose to be a people who proclaim God’s praises. 
 
Since writing the above paragraph, I came across this in a little book about the 1957-58 
Revival in North Uist. The book is, ‘When God Came Down’ Edited by John Ferguson. 
In chapter 1 this helpful comment is made. It is my point entirely but is said better! 
Commenting on Isaiah 64.3 it is said that Isaiah, 
 

‘From the past he drew faith for the present and hope for the future.  
What God has done He can do again. There can be a wrong kind of reflection on the 

past, a faith-paralysing nostalgia which looks back upon the ‘good old days’ of the 
church and says to itself, ‘things are not what they used to be and the situation is 

unlikely to improve.’  But in Scripture, references to the past are not like that because 
they do not focus upon stirring events but upon God who brought them about.’ 

 
The conclusion is that the past acts of God are to give wings to faith and hope that we 
see once more the goodness of God in the land of the living. The past and the present 
situation are not what will determine the future, it is God and Him alone, and therefore 
there is always grounds for great hope. ‘ 
 
Verse 20, ‘water in the desert,’ is a provocative statement. Water in the desert is usually 
scarce, but God is promising His people that He will supply this essential in the desert 
for them as they return home. This statement has a historical truth, but also a spiritual 
truth. God can and will supply our needs at all levels when we are obedient and 
responsive to Him. It does not matter if the nation is in lockdown, a new or worse 
pestilence is stalking the land, or a foreign nation invades the UK, the Christian can 
receive supplies from God to endure and even be blessed in the midst of difficulty. This 
is a verse worth pondering and making into prayer. 
 
Verses 22-28.  This passage deals with the reality of the people who came out of Exile. 
They were descended from Jacob, they had been a sinful and rebellious people from 
the start and that could not be forgotten as if it did not matter. This was why the rulers 
had been destroyed and the rest of the people taken into Exile, it was punishment for 
their sin and for their refusal to turn to God. The history of Israel was full of them 
rejecting their own God and turning to pagan gods which were no gods at all. Verse 24 
is the conclusion of the history of the people, they had become a burden to God with 
their false religion and their treating God in an offhand way as if He were just one more 
idol made of wood or stone. God is not a God to be fobbed of with a little religion. He 
requires our hearts, not a soulless religious observation. God requires a marriage of 
love, not one of convenience. 
 
The only solution to such wickedness is forgiveness from God, and this is not because 
of anything the people could do to gain it or earn it. It required a sovereign work of 
grace, and this is what God’s Servant would do. Verse 25. If God blots out 
transgression, then it is blotted out. If God forgets sin, then it is, ‘remembered no more.’ 
This passage exists because of what God Himself would do through Jesus the Messiah. 



When Jesus died on the Cross, the effects of it flowed back into history as we see it, 
and forward into eternity.  
 
We move into the first five verses of chapter 44. 
 
Verses 44.1-5 The point of the passages we have looked at today is to see that God 
had never forsaken His people even in Exile. Not only will they emerge from the Exile 
with a recommissioning to their original calling, but God will pour greater measures of 
grace upon them to bless them and so make them a blessing to the nations. No matter 
how low Israel was to sink again in the future, they would still be the people from whom 
Christ was born, and they will ever remain precious to God. In due course the people 
will be restored to God and that is what Romans 9-11 is all about. 
 
As we read these five verses, what other passages come to mind? These verses are 
the climax of what has gone before in chapter 43. There have been encouragements 
that God has not changed or cast aside His love for His people. God has not removed 
them from His plan and purposes to be His witness to the Nations. These verses are a 
glorious recap of all that is good and gracious in God’s intent for His people. 
 
In these verses we have the shadow of the choosing of Abram, who gave rise to a 
people out of a barren womb. The nation was born from Abraham by divine grace, and 
made a nation by being delivered by God’s might from Egypt. The whole of the 
formation and history of Israel was by divine action and grace. God’s choice and intent 
to do good to Israel had not changed. Verse three has an echo of Eden and the 
provisions given on the Exodus journey. Trees and vegetation springing up in the desert 
has the echo of Psalm 1, the blessedness of the righteous. All of these are a reminder 
that God will fulfill His plan and purpose for the people even despite them! God is 
present for the people, He is active to bring them into conformity to His will, and He will 
equip and supply them with all they need to be His servant once more. God is on the 
field of battle, everything is different now. 
 
It is interesting to me that verse 3 was one of the important passages which was quoted 
and prayed over in the 1948-52 Revival in the Hebrides. It was particularly applied when 
the condition of the church was considered. In those days there was almost a total 
absence of young people and children associated with the church. The Island was a 
spiritual desert as regards the youth. They were disinterested in religion, often actively 
hostile and were more interested in having a good time than in any consideration of 
their immortal souls. Sounds a bit like today doesn’t it. People began to call on God to 
pour out water on the dry ground, to pour out the Spirit on their offspring, and God 
heard and answered. Youth became concerned about their souls and they became 
Christians. It is worth reading some of the many books about the Hebridean Revival. 
Remember, this happened amongst Psalm singing, Gaelic speaking people in the far 
North of Scotland. These are not a people given to excitements or knee jerk reactions! 
 
Application. 
 



The application is very simple and has already been stated a number of times. God 
does not give up on His plans and purposes, God does not adapt His plans because of 
the waywardness and rebellion of His people. If they are not fit for purpose, He will 
make them fit for purpose by wooing them, disciplining them, and taking from them the 
things they look to rather than God. Read anywhere in the Old or New Testament and 
we will find the same thing. God is not diverted from His plan by either sinful humanity 
nor the malice and evil of the devil. The Bible says that Jesus set His face like a flint, 
that is, steadfastly, to go to Jerusalem and to the Cross. Nothing made Him deviate 
from or turn away from His mission. We are to learn from the history of Israel not to 
desire evil as they did.  
 
This does not mean that we just sit back and let God make everything right. If we do 
this, God in His mercy may bring strong correction into our lives, and this comes on top 
of the general state of conflict we experience as Christians in the world. We need to 
think about how we are living, what our priorities are, and how we are nurturing a 
relationship with God. There is a sad tendency in the West to think about God as if He is 
an old and senile grandparent. We treat Him as if He is too old to know what is 
happening, too weak to do much even if He did know, and easily pleased with a few 
sweeties of songs and a few pounds in the offering. We treat Him as if He will tolerate 
anything we do because He loves us to the point of indulgence. This is not the God we 
see in the Bible, whose love is strong and masculine and terrible. A God who is tender 
beyond anything we can imagine, but who is absolute Lord and does not ask us to vote 
on things, but commands for our good. Paul speaks of this when he says ‘the goodness 
and severity of God.’ Romans 11.22. 
 
I would encourage us that we mark down verses which can be used as prayer 
energizers or prayer fuel from these chapters of Isaiah. We all probably find it difficult to 
pray with the Spirit and the understanding, but when we ask God to do what He says He 
will do, we are on safer ground than when we ask with no Biblical examples or mandate. 
The language of Isaiah when he talks about deserts blooming and waters flowing in the 
dry ground are especially dramatic and hopeful passages as we look at the present 
bareness of our land. I don’t know if you will believe this or not, but I recently had a chat 
with a very highly educated person, who did not know what a sermon was, I joke you 
not. They asked if a book of sermons ‘was it like a novel?’ The level of awareness of 
spiritual things, Christian spiritual things, is very low in our land at the present time, and 
it gets worse as the years go by. This is a barren generation, but we can pray for God to 
open up rivers in the dry ground, even if we cannot engage with these people. Pray the 
Scriptures, and keep on, don’t give up, and in His own time and way, God can change 
everything.  
 
To help us, let me encourage you to read about revivals. The revival in the Hebrides 
happened less than 100 years ago, and up to recently there were people alive who lived 
through these events. I don’t know how many are alive now, they will be elderly. I 
remember a talk by Mary Peckham in Dunfermline a number of years ago. I had invited 
her to speak at a gathering of many churches on her memories and lessons she would 
make on the revival. When she rose to speak, and as she began to recount the story of 



the revival, it was almost as if we were witnessing a minor transfiguration as her face 
shone as she re-tasted the days, ‘When God Came Down.’ It was awesome to listen to 
her and to see the effect upon her. I would recommend any account of the revival as 
recorded by Mary and Colin Peckham. They are credible witness, and they were there 
when it all happened.  

 


