
Sunday 6th September 2020 
Isaiah 13 – 27. 

Part 1. 
 

Chapter 13 begins a new section of Isaiah. These chapters fall into two parts, chapters 
13 – 23, and 24 – 27. We will draw some things out of chapters 13 – 23 today. This will 
be far from a study of the details of these chapters, but rather an overview with one or 
two things highlighted. I plan to make this a shorter essay today to try and prevent 
myself going into detail that would produce a rather long essay! 
 
We ended up last week with the songs of rejoicing in chapter 12, the restoration of 
Israel, their reconciliation with God having experienced His justified displeasure and 
anger. I imagine that some of us are still struggling with the concept of God’s anger. We 
do not have many examples in life where love and anger are reconcilable. This is 
because we are human and cannot comprehend the reality of what sin and rebellion is 
to a holy God. We are used to imperfections, and often accept them as inevitable. We 
accept that there will be times when anger explodes and love seems to lie bleeding. 
What we are faced with is how a perfect being who is holy, loving and righteous 
responds to having all His goodness spurned and used as if it were something we had 
produced by our own merits. 
 
Let me paint a picture which is ludicrous and inadequate, but never the less, indulge 
me. Imagine you are going out for a birthday treat. You have chosen a restaurant with a 
Michelin star. You have ordered flowers to be delivered, and expense is not an issue. 
Unbeknown to you, the restaurant is having a bad day. The chef is off with a broken leg. 
The waitresses have been held up because the bus broke down, and the electric went 
off the night before so the fridges and freezers went out! The bloke from the chip shop 
round the corner is drafted in to cook, and temps are hired to wait on tables. You order, 
and wait. You wait and wait, and eventually two soups arrive. Not the soup you ordered, 
and it is not heated through. There are finger prints on the bowl, the chef for the night 
had to put the chain back on his motor bike, and has not got all the oil off his hands. 
There are bloody thumb prints on the bread rolls because the chef cut his thumb 
opening the tin of soup. The rest of the meal continues in like manner. Would you stay 
for a moment when the soup came, or would you be out the door and writing a comment 
on the web page even as you went to a burger joint? 
 
Don’t laugh. All these things have happened even though it was not all at the one time! 
Would you be happy to pay for a meal like this, would you shrug and just get on with it, 
greasy, cold soup and all? You could just cut the blood drops off the bread and close 
your eyes! 
 
Change the metaphor a bit. You are served a meal from one of the top chefs. Do you 
smother the food with ketchup and ask for gravy and chips? Do you mix up all the food 
into a sort of stew and then stuff it down with a spoon? I don’t think either of these 
scenarios are very nice, and that is just food. How do we think a holy God will look on it 
if we take His perfect providences and world and mess it all up? Do you think that God 



will accept dirty, bloody fingerprint worship from us? Do you think God will shrug His 
shoulders in resignation when we say or sing words with our mouths when our minds 
and hearts are miles away? All that we encounter in these chapters is because God is 
holy and has a purpose for His creation which we have fouled up. God does not do Plan 
‘B’s.’ He will complete His purposes and bring us into His perfections even if it comes at 
a great cost. The cost is ultimately paid by God, the Cross of Christ. 
 
If we would not eat a disgusting meal, why should God accept the leftovers of our lives? 
If we would not accept dirty food and dirty plates, why would we think God would accept 
our dirty lives and dirty imaginations and desires? We don’t accept such behavior from 
our children, so why should the perfect parent accept such behavior from His children. 
We love our children, we expect the best from them and desire the best for them, so 
does God. 
 
This is why God is angry with sin, this is why holiness is such an important matter. This 
is why God disciplines and deals with us. He loves all whom He has created, but He is 
angered when we respond badly to all the goodness He has bestowed upon us. This is 
why ecology is of importance. The world is God’s and yet we are the ones who rip out 
forests, pollute the seas, and foul the air, all this matters. We will see more about this 
when we get to chapter 24 next week. What matters more is that we do this to 
ourselves, we devastate our souls with rebellion and sin, and then wonder why the 
world is as it is, the poverty, the cruelty, the wars and the tendency for mercy to be an 
endangered species in so many settings. 
 
Chapters 13 – 23 have many threads which run through them. Firstly there is the theme 
of God’s absolute sovereignty over all peoples and nations for all time. Secondly, there 
are flashes of what will yet be, that God will work out His purposes of salvation even 
despite the failure of His people. They were meant to be the heralds of salvation, but 
they ended up needing to be saved themselves. Thirdly, there is the thread of the 
tenderness of God, who smites and dashes the nations, even His own people, but He 
does not delight in doing so, but does it with anguish. His anger is not His resting 
position, God’s resting position is mercy. This is shown in these chapters in part, but the 
fundamental evidence of this was the tabernacle. God dwelt between the wings of the 
seraphs on the Mercy Seat. 
 
Firstly, God is absolute sovereign. 
 
These chapters are a series of prophesies against the nations. They begin with 
Babylon, and end with Tyre. Babylon was famous for its military might and its cultural 
richness. Tyre was noted for its commercial wealth. Isaiah's message was that neither 
might nor wealth would secure a nation. Security arose from a relationship of trust in 
God and no-where else. It is righteousness that exalts a nation and nothing else. Back 
in those days, this seemed foolishness to a godless people in the midst of dangerous 
days, and it seems the same today. It is not union or independence, gross national 
product or anything else that will secure Scotland, but godliness and holiness and trust 
in God. History was to prove Isaiah correct and all the clever people woefully wrong! 



Essentially the chapters between 13 and 23 cover all the nations around Israel which 
could either pose a threat to her, or might serve as allies in the cut and thrust of political 
intrigue and anxiety which was the backdrop to these prophesies and these times.  
 
It might be worth reminding ourselves that the issues which faced Ahaz were still a 
present dilemma over the next years as nations sought to establish alliances with each 
other to resist the threat that loomed from Assyria. We get the historical details in Kings 
and Chronicles, but Isaiah is concerned to report what God was saying. Ahaz and the 
kings following were all faced with how they should respond to these international 
threats. For Isaiah it was clear and spiritual. Israel and Judah were not like other 
peoples, they were the people of God, and as such they should depend on God who 
had promised to be their God, provider and defender. Ahaz did not obey this advice and 
looked to political alliances rather than God. This is still the dilemma we face today. We 
are not being told to sit about and do nothing, but the question still remains, do we make 
alliances with godless nations and come under their world view, or do we trust in God 
and obey Him. 
 
There are very practical questions that arise from this dilemma. For example, we know 
of a garden center and restaurant that is owned and run by a Christian family. They 
close the business on a Sunday, and despite this, they are prospering. Some of you will 
remember when shops did not open on Sundays. One day a week which is different is 
good for us. Some of you may remember when Sunday had a morning and an evening 
service, Sunday school and choir practice was in the afternoon. We had a sandwich 
lunch and social time after the evening service. Those days are long gone, but I am not 
sure that hanging about the shops all day Sunday is actually all that much of a rest.  
 
God speaks in these chapters to the nations and summons them to judgment. Some will 
be torn down, never to rise again. Others will be greatly humbled, but God will come 
and restore a remnant of them and do them good.13.19 – 20. Babylon is fated to be 
cast down never to rise again. However, 14. 1-2, a united Israel and Judah will arise 
again, and others will join them in coming back to God. The purpose of all this 
destruction and judgment is to humble the pride of man. Mankind was created by God 
to be the citizens and stewards of His kingdom and to derive life and providence from 
God. While man thinks he can live apart from God, all evil abounds in man’s works, and 
the world and all in it goes from corruption to corruption. 17.7-8, all the troubles that 
befall the peoples and nations is to humble them and show them that all the idols and 
things they trust in are but a building on sand. Our welfare and good lies in walking with 
God. 
 
All of this is because God is Sovereign over all mankind, not only Jews and Christians, 
and it is to Him that all people will have to give account. We need to tell people this so 
that they will not be unprepared on the day when God winds up this fallen world and 
grants a new one.  
 
However, even apart from the promise of a remnant of Israel coming back to God, there 
is hope for a remnant of other nations.  19. 12-22. These verses tell of a coming crisis 



which will all but destroy Egypt, but God will act not only to judge, but to draw Egyptians 
to Himself. The vision is given of some Egyptian cities which will become so aligned 
with Judah that they adopt Hebrew as their language, and adopt the Jewish religious 
rites. Syria is spoken of in similar terms in another place. This is God’s road map for 
peace in the Middle East! 
 
Secondly. Visions of what will yet be. 
 
We have seen the prophecy regarding Egypt as something that was yet to happen. 
Remember, Isaiah is not setting a time line, nor is he giving an order of events. Neither 
he nor we know the day these things will happen. Isaiah is not concerned with what will 
happen next, but is telling us something of the flow of Gods purposes and plans for the 
nation. Being their creator, He has the prerogative to do with peoples and nations 
whatever He wills. Humans do not like this, well, we better get used to it. King Canute 
could not command the tide to stop rising. The prophets of Baal in Elijah’s day could not 
call down fire from their gods, and despite the worst efforts of the Jewish authorities and 
the Romans, and many people after them, they have not been able to withstand the 
risen Christ and His purposes of salvation. It is foolish to try to resist an irresistible force, 
yet mankind continues to try. See Psalm 2. 
 
There is a great deal in the Bible about judgment, discipline and the destruction of 
human systems, government and religion that is all man made and made for man. We 
need to consider and remember this when we live in a culture that promotes change 
and innovation for its own sake. Not all innovations are good, not all are bad, however it 
amazes me how fashions come back round again, and yesterday’s way of doing things 
comes back because it was now seen to be not as foolish as the innovators of a past 
age claimed! How many times have the toys called Yoyo come and gone?  
 
However, anger is not God’s default position. Even to the godless He gives sun and rain 
and general provision. It is not the case that Christian businesses and fields flourish, 
and the businesses and fields of the wicked fail. God is good and gives daily bread to 
all. I mentioned earlier that at the heart of the Tabernacle was the mercy seat. This is 
where God dwells when at peace. God delights in mercy, but if the patient is seriously 
ill, they may have to undergo radical treatment. I know of a man who was given weeks 
to live, but then the surgeons came up with the possibility of radical, life changing 
surgery. The man has been crippled, he is no longer able to work or do what he was 
able to do before. However it now has given him the chance to see his children grow at 
least a bit more. Discipline is not the same as hatred, even though we often think this 
way in our petty understanding. Discipline is a work of love, its execution, even at its 
hottest is still laced with mercy, and, if embraced the outcome is mercy. What God does 
in the world is in accordance with His purposes and with the good and well-being of His 
people in mind. We must hold fast to this even in the darkest night. 
 
I know a man who was faced with the possible loss of his wife. He said that if God took 
her, it must be because He had something better for him, even if he could not imagine 
anything better than the life of his wife being granted. She lived. Some people may think 



that this is happy clappy, Anne of Green gables stuff. However, happy thoughts do not 
come when faced with life and death, sorrow and loss. This is faith in God, even if we 
have no idea what He is doing.  
 
The supreme example of this is the Cross of Christ. Do you remember the hymn when I 
survey the wondrous Cross? It has a stanza that ask, 
 
 

‘See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down,  
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,  
Or thorn compose so rich a crown?’ 

 
Love and sorrow meet on the Cross. On the Cross, Christ submitted Himself to the full 
cup of God’s wrath on all sin for all time. He bore the full sentence of the Law for sin 
which was death, uttered loudly and sternly. He took upon Himself the sin of humanity 
and became utterly sin sick. Such terrible but righteous justice was meted out on Christ 
for us. Christ took it so that we would be spared from the curse and death that we could 
never avoid or come back from. The reason the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 
engaged in this was because God loves the people whom He has created. We cannot 
understand all that happened on the Cross, but we are to believe that the horror that 
Christ endured was the path of our deliverance, and this we do by believing, by faith. 
Therefore when we are faced with personal or national, or world events that we are 
unable to comprehend and wonder how all this can have mercy at its source, we 
believe, and hold on because God’s resting place is mercy, and mercy and grace will 
yet appear. The Cross is the proof of it. 
 
Thirdly. Judgment does not mean an indifference to the suffering visited on a people. 
 
It was the pride of Assyria which led to their judgment. When God used them as a rod to 
punish His people, they had no compassion for them, but rather gloated over them.  
Chapter 15 concerns Moab, a people who had dealings with Israel in the past, and 
sometimes these were strained and hostile. Isaiah utters a lament for Moab, but he 
does not gloat over her downfall. Indeed, verse 5 tells us that his heart cried out over 
the tragic state of the nation. Their gods could not help them, all is lost and we see the 
pitiful sight of refugees heading out along the road going to other places and peoples 
seeking some comfort and security, but not finding any. Chapter 16.6 tells us the cause 
of their being judged, they were a proud people, but now as refugees, they had no pride 
left, only the painful and sorrowful memories of what they had lost. Verse 9, Isaiah 
weeps, over the sad destruction of Moab. 
 
The sorrow shown by Isaiah is representative of the sorrow God feels at the necessity 
of bringing woes upon the nations. It is the proud defiance of the nations, their pride in 
their idols and wealth that has brought them to this point of certain judgment. Wealth 
does not need to end in pride, but sadly it often does. We see this over and over again 
when wealthy or powerful people consider themselves above the law and hence free to 



do whatever they want no matter what suffering comes upon others. While the concept 
of judgment is something we struggle with in our weak, liberal society, there is still a 
voice that calls out for justice. If we were to use the word justice, God’s justice, rather 
than judgment, then perhaps that would be more palatable for some and would perhaps 
let such consider and read the history rather than dismiss the subject out of hand. 
 
God is acting to bring justice to the nations. In due course, the poor and abused people 
will have their rights vindicated, but these are God given rights, not those they assume 
upon themselves! God is acting justly and righteously in all these things, but it grieves 
Him to do so. God had acted and spoken for generations to draw His people to Him with 
gentle cords of love. However, having had his suit refused, He was now coming in 
justice, and the people were guilty. Even so, God has sorrow for the peoples, He is not 
unfeeling, and neither is Isaiah. 
 
Some of the imagery of these chapters is strange to us. Some of the pictures painted 
look more like Picassos than landscapes, but do not be put off. Remember Isaiah is 
telling what is happening above and beyond the sight of ordinary eyes, these are 
spiritual dynamics worked out through very real actual events.   
 
There are lessons to be gleaned from these chapters. One lesson is that the arm of the 
flesh, our schemes and plans, will not avail in the day of crisis. False gods, be they 
economic theory, military might, wealth and commerce will not secure a nation. It is 
righteousness and faithfulness that exalts a nation. It is the devotion and faith towards 
God that makes a nation great. In the nitty gritty of life, it is not easy to see the wood 
from the trees, but the history of Isaiah’s days and beyond was that it was those who 
trusted in the Lord that came through, and those who prided themselves in their own 
abilities and wisdom that fell. I confess that this is where things get difficult as it is 
almost a natural reflex to try and do something to fix matters in our lives and our nation. 
 
For example, how should we seek to rebuild the UK as we go through the pandemic 
and an unknown future? There are already so many conflicting views being expressed, 
and no matter what is done there is one side that approves and another side with 
equally logical arguments that will be outraged at what is done. Some voices say raise 
taxes to pay for the pandemic, others say cut tax so that people will spend to revive our 
economy. No matter which choice is made, the other side will object. Governments just 
can’t win. 
 
However, there is another perspective, and that is the sort Isaiah was sent to present. 
The only uplift of a nation that is lasting and safe is that which comes from a people 
returning to God with all our hearts, souls and minds. We Christians, I have maintained 
before, hold the initiative and carry the responsibility. We are the people who can 
approach the throne of grace to obtain mercy and grace to help in time of need. As 
Christians we need to get onto praying ground. This means that we need to repent 
seriously and forsake all known sin. We are to pray and seek God’s face and call upon 
Him to have mercy on our people, His church and our land. Indeed we are to go beyond 
this and pray for all nations and peoples. However a good place to start is with 



ourselves and our land. It may be that God will again hear the cries of His people for the 
Church and the land. Even if we have gone down so far that we are beyond mercy at 
this point and are in line for justice, yet we pray and seek Him because wrath is not 
God’s resting place, it is mercy. I do not know if I will live to see future days of God’s 
mercy on our land, but even if I don’t, it is still our duty to seek for God’s face and not 
His uplifted hand. Indeed it is already a mercy that we can do this, because there is 
mercy that awaits. Repent, get serious with God and seek His face in humility and 
prayer, that is Isaiah’s prescription, it is God’s medicine for whenever a church or a 
people fall into spiritual sickness.  
 
At the moment we can only do this as individuals at home. Please start doing it if we 
have not done so before. We will assuredly hear the devil tell us that this is stupid, 
foolish, and senseless and who do we think we are thinking that this will change 
anything. However, what is the other option? Do we plan and scheme and enter into all 
sorts of alliances with others to fix ourselves? If nothing else, let these chapters of 
Isaiah show us that to look to ourselves and not take any account of God is the sure 
route to terrible trouble.  
 
Do read these chapters. They are not easy to understand, but the choice is clear 
enough. God's way is the best way. Our way will always lead us into deeper trouble. It 
requires eyes to see this and ears to hear it. Ask God for insight and understanding.   


