
Sunday 20th September 2020 
Isaiah 28-35 

 Part 1. 28-31 
 

I would encourage you to read chapters 28 to 31 in one sitting. 
 

This is the next section of Isaiah. It has similarities to the chapters which were written 
concerning the days of Ahaz. We need to remember that Isaiah lived and prophesied 
during the reigns of many kings of Judah and Israel and over many years. Essentially 
the ongoing issue which each king and each generation had to resolve was the same 
question which Ahaz and his people faced. Indeed it is the question which every 
generation has to come to a decision about and still faces us today. The question is this, 
will we trust in God, or will we trust our own understanding? Will we trust in God alone, 
or will we attempt to be masters of our own fate by seeking to make treaties with other 
nations to try and secure ourselves politically, materially and militarily? Jesus summed it 
all up when He said that we should seek first the Kingdom and its righteousness and all 
other things would be given as well. Ahaz and the rest were concerned first about the 
other things, and so missed both the kingdom and the very things they were concerned 
about!  
 
It seems a straight forward enough question, but in the cut and thrust of life it is not as 
easy as may at first appear. It does not mean that we do not trade with other nations, or 
have an army or do politics, but is does matter if our leaders are moral, what decisions 
we make and what things we take up as conditions of treaties and deals. For Israel 
there were many deals which were a denial of the covenant relationship which God had 
made with them. This is especially relevant for the Church. The Church, God’s people, 
are not meant to be the same as other people who do not believe in God, but we exist 
for a different purpose than unbelievers. It was always the great weakness of Israel, and 
the Church that we want to be like other people, and not be distinct and separate from 
the people of the world. 
 
The tragedy is that when we imitate the world, we become worldly and we lose our 
distinct qualities that actually make us the Church. The thing that differentiated the 
Church from any other human gathering is the presence of God. If we do not have the 
presence of God, we have nothing. The actual decisions as to what is appropriate for 
the Church to engage in and what is not, is something we must consider carefully in the 
light of the whole council of God. Today the Church tries to play to the world and then 
we wonder why we are declining in the West. This was the same issue that Judah and 
Israel faced all those years ago, and we still face it today. 
 
Chapters 28-35 fall into two sections, 28-31 and 32-35. We will wrestle with chapters 
28-31 today.  
 
The political intrigues continued with new kings. Assyria was still the threat and Judah 
had not learned from the experience of the 10 northern tribes, Ephraim, which were 
devastated by Assyria in 733BC and Samaria, its capital city, finally fell to the Assyrians 



in 722BC. These chapters fall into two parts. 28-29 spells out the crisis facing Judah 
especially in the light of what had happened to Samaria. There are terrible verses which 
show the rebellious and godless attitude of the people to the constant message of 
Isaiah. He calls for a turning to God in trust, but the people mock his message and 
hence mock God. There is an expose of the poor and corrupt leadership that ushered in 
the destruction of Samaria, and a sad note that Judah was following her fallen sister 
rather than her God who was offering salvation.  
 
There is a very sobering message in all this. The moral character of leaders matters. 
Today we are forever hearing that this and that is a personal matter, and does not affect 
the ability of a person to lead, be a role model or worthy of being heeded. God does not 
look on it that way. The picture of leaders painted in chapter 28 is frightful, but in all 
probability they would have been viewed in their days as noble and wise. Jesus 
reserves some of His severest words for the Pharisees. At times they are depicted as 
ignorant and blind, yet they were highly educated and devoted people, but in the wrong 
path. Since it is righteousness that exalts a nation and sin which is a reproach, it 
matters that we walk in righteousness in public and private life. Think how many men 
have fallen not because of what they said or did in public, but because of where their 
personal lives were lived or what they said when they thought the microphone was 
turned off.  
 
Chapters 30-31 deal with the particular question which Judah was facing. In their 
standoff with Assyria would they make an alliance and depend on the aid of Egypt, or 
would they stand apparently alone, but with God? Isaiah was consistent in his dire 
warnings over putting any hope or trust in an alliance with Egypt, and for a time the king 
listened to him. However, eventually King Hezekiah decided to turn to Egypt for help. 
Egypt did engage in battle against the Assyrians and were defeated leaving Judah 
alone and Assyria out to inflict punitive measures on Jerusalem. The land was taken by 
Assyria, and Jerusalem was only saved by Divine intervention. Chapters 36-38 tell the 
events of the day.  
 
Chapters 28-29. 
 
These begin looking at Samaria, a great and beautiful city set on a hill with a splendid 
outlook. However there was no beauty in the people. They were rebels and had turned 
from God to their own ways. God brought Assyria against them who overthrew them. 
There is in v 5-6 a vision of a new and beautiful people, the remnant which will remain 
true to God, and the faded wreath of Samaria will be replaced by a wreath on the heads 
of his people which He will provide. The horrid nature of the leaders in Samaria is 
graphically and poetically depicted in v7-8, they are drunk literally and figuratively with 
their own pride and presumption. Even all their religious activities are like v8, not a nice 
picture.  
 
Verses 9-15 switch to those in Jerusalem. The attitude of the people to Isaiah and his 
message are addressed first. It is as if they say, ‘who does Isaiah think he is, trying to 
teach us when we know better.’ Isaiah was consistent in his message so that the people 



v10 mock him as if saying that all he says is just blah, blah, blah, here we go again! The 
warning comes in v11, if the people will not heed Isaiah, then they will hear a message 
from people who speak a foreign language, the Assyrians! Since they will not 
understand this language, God’s message then will be unintelligible to them and will 
sound like blah, blah, blah. God will mock them as they mocked Him, except His 
mocking will have substance, not just words. This is serious stuff.  
 
V14 forward again is a mockery. The people are boasting about the covenant they have 
made, the alliance with Egypt to join with them against Assyria, They think that this is a 
treaty of life, however God mocks it by calling it what it is, a sure covenant of death. 
Judah has put their trust in a weak mortal alliance and refused a Divine alliance. The 
deal they have made is a sure path to death. The one they have rejected is a sure path 
to life, what a poor choice they made. 
 
Things are no different today. Whenever Christian people express concerns and speak 
out about moral issues today, they are often dismissed as old fashioned, bigoted, racist, 
and all sorts of terms of insult and outrage are thrown at us. This is nothing new. From 
the start of the New Testament era it has been the same. Perhaps the difference today 
is that Christians have been intimidated into silence or even embraced acceptance of 
the cultural and moral mores. It seems to me that today if we mention things like 
abortion and same sex relationships, rampant capitalism and raise questions about the 
importance of the family for a healthy culture, we will be accused of blah, blah, blah, or 
worse. As an aside, the book of Psalms is God’s medicine for our souls and minds. Get 
people to read Psalms because they cover every emotional feeling we are subject to! 
However, Scripture has much to say on these. For some reason we assume that our 
present cultural norms are here to stay. I would argue that as we look at history we see 
an ebb and a flow of accepted norms. When a nation returns to God, the norms 
accepted are more Biblical, when a nation turns from God, we get a situation where 
everyone does what seems right in their own eyes. I believe we are far down the path of 
what is right in everyone’s eyes, and that God has an issue with us as a nation and 
indeed the nations of the world.    
 
We face the same dilemma that Ahaz faced and Hezekiah faced. Will we go God’s way 
in trust and obedience, or will we look to sort things out by our own efforts. Will we be 
like Judah who did not learn from the experience of Samaria and so went from bad to 
worse and to utter ruin? We are possibly near or at the tipping point. These four nations 
of the UK have had supreme privileges over the past. We have had spiritual leaders and 
teachers unrivaled by no other nation, the Puritans, the Wesley’s and Whitfield, and in 
the 1900’s we have had evangelical teachers and leaders who have been admired the 
world over, but less so in the UK. Even in this region we have had leaders who have 
changed things, but today their message has been reduced to Blah, blah, blah. We 
have been warned, we have been told. If we do not return very soon and very sincerely 
to God, who knows what may yet befall us. The history of Israel is given to us to warn 
and teach us, so we dismiss these lessons at our peril. 
 



Look at 28.20. Reliance on Egypt is compared to a short bed and a narrow blanket, in 
other words a very uncomfortable and ineffective bed! That is what reliance of Egypt 
was to Judah. Egypt looked the part, horses and chariots, but still this is not where the 
issue of the battle lay. That is what reliance on anything or anyone other than God will 
be to the Church.   
 
Verses 23-29 are a parable of a farmer. He has learned the lesson from nature. Crops 
need to be treated in different ways if they are to be of value. The lesson is learned by 
the farmer, so year after year he does what has been proved to work. This is unlike 
Jerusalem and Judah who are casting about for new ways, and so reject the way that 
works, trusting in God. God is always showing Himself in new situations, but the 
fundamentals don’t change. Justice and righteousness are the foundations of His 
throne. 
 
Chapter 29. 
It begins with woe being announced to Ariel, Jerusalem. There is a play on words here, 
because Ariel means a hearth like that where a sacrifice is made. The city that is busy 
offering insincere sacrifices will itself be put on the altar and sacrificed by Assyria. God 
will overthrow Jerusalem for her faithlessness and rebellion. However, it will not happen 
at this time, but God will rescue Jerusalem this time suddenly and against all 
expectations. This is what happened in Hezekiah’s day, the land was taken, but God 
spared the city of Jerusalem. 
 
Verse 13 and forwards, God’s complaint is taken up again.  
 

‘These people come near to me with their mouth and honour me with their lips, 
But their hearts are far from me. 

Their worship of me is made up only of the rules taught by men.’ 
 

This is exactly the case Christ had with the Pharisees, and between this time and the 
days of Jesus, the situation had remained the same. Religion is the enemy of truth. 
There are far reaching implications from this complaint. It comes down to this, what 
makes something acceptable to God is not the thing or the act itself, but the heart that 
gives rise to our actions. We can give a cup of cold water to a thirsty person, but if it is 
done so grudgingly, it will help the thirsty man, but it is a dead work to God, it may even 
be a sinful work in God’s eyes! It matters whether we do something as ‘unto the Lord,’ 
out of love to God or whether it is a duty done out of habit or out of fear of what others 
would say if we did not behave in a certain way. It’s like a story I heard about a little 
child who was told to sit quietly while visiting an Aunt. The child later said that outside 
she was sitting quietly, but inside she was running about shouting! The condition of our 
heart determines whether our offering or acting is acceptable to God or not. 
 
In Isaiah’s day, the temple service was busy, but the attitude was that if the offerings 
were kept up and God was ‘paid His dues,’ then the rest of life was ours to do with as 
we want. Verse 15, has people coming as it were from the temple and then plotting and 
planning to do as they desire. God has had His offering, now that should shut Him up! It 



is a crass and terrible attitude to have. Then in verse 16 we have another take on the 
potter and clay metaphor.  
 
The people thought that God was like them, they did not see that there is an infinite 
difference between the potter and the clay. The potter is the one who plans, who molds, 
who shapes the clay as He will, into any shape for any use that pleases Him. On the 
other hand, the clay is dumb, it is unable to determine anything for itself and has no say 
as to what sort of vessel the potter makes it. Yet, these people of Jerusalem were 
seeking to tell God what to do, to get out of their way and let them get on with being 
masters of their own fate. In rejecting God they were masters of their fate in a very 
limited way. By behaving this way, they were choosing the path that would lead to utter 
ruin. The irony was that God was offering them two paths. The path of obedience which 
would lead to life, and the path of disobedience that would lead to destruction. The 
people thought that they could choose a different path of their own making when in fact 
there were only two choices and both of these were ruled by the Potter and not by them.   
 
Fake religion is the bane of the Church. There is a huge difference between a sermon 
which is constructed to please the people and one that is constructed to be true to 
Scripture and honour God. There is a huge difference between music that is conducted 
to please the ear and gain the applause of an audience, and congregational singing that 
is done to express thanks, praise and worship to God. There is a huge difference 
between prayers that are made with fine words and constructions, and lisped prayers 
which are a flow between the heart of the one praying and the impartation of words, 
thoughts and sometimes groans of the Holy Spirit. I agree that a well-spoken sermon, 
prayer and song is desirable, but stammered prayer that is real is better than fine words 
that do not make it out of the room. The calling of believers and the Church is to have 
words, prayers and songs that reach heaven and to which heaven replies. 
 
Do you know that in times distant and not so distant, Christians have sung, and when 
they stopped singing, the angels kept on singing! Read ‘The Scots Worthies’ and 
browse the accounts of revival. When heaven and earth resonate, things happen, 
people are changed. The chapter concludes with a statement of what God will do, 
Despite all that Judah had become, despite how she had failed, God would work in 
Sovereign might and grace to redeem and restore a people for Himself, and that out of 
the fire of judgment and destruction God would continue to outwork His purposes. 
Mercy is always God’s last word and loudest word.  
 
Chapters 30 and 31. 
These chapters denounce the plan of Jerusalem siding with Egypt. The terms used are 
found in 30.1-5 and 31.1-3. The chapter 30 continues by telling us that despite the 
money sent to Egypt for their help, no amount of money can make a deal work! This 
was to prove an expensive mistake in every way. As already stated, the Egyptian army 
did fight the Assyrians but were no match for them and Judah was left alone to face 
Assyria which had become more enraged by Judah’s attempts to resist her by hiring 
Egypt’s help. This only served to make Assyria more enraged against Hezekiah and 
strengthen their desire to punish Judah severely. Egypt turned out to be an unreliable 



ally and a false hope, just as Isaiah had been declaring. The fate of the land was 
desperate, the words of 30.8-17 describing the degree of destruction. It would be like a 
pot being so utterly shattered v14 that there was not a fragment left that could serve any 
useful purpose.  
 
Even in the midst of all this v10 and 11, the people do not want to hear truth, but want 
false comfort. This reminds us of Paul’s words in 1 Timothy 1 when he says that days 
will come when people no longer want to hold to sound doctrine. This attitude will lead 
to even harder treatment. It will be like a wall that is built higher and higher but not well 
built which will eventually bulge and crack and come down hard with a crash. False 
doctrine and hearing what we want to hear is dangerous stuff. When it fails, it falls hard, 
so let’s not be under such falsehoods when they fall.  
 
Chapter 30.18  
Hear is something that we have met with again and again. Judgment is not the final 
word, nor the preferred word of God. God longs to be gracious, He seeks ways of 
showing compassion. It was compassion that caused Him to save Jerusalem in 
Hezekiah’s day, it is compassion He longs to show. 
 
However, discipline, judgment, cleansing and grace go together. God will not disregard 
His justice for the sake of grace, and justice does not exclude grace from the situation. 
How can God lay aside justice with a people who mock His word, who rebel against His 
council, who choose the path of their own wisdom and deny His instruction? This would 
be like putting new plasters on a festering wound. The wound has to be purged, 
cleansed before a clean bandage will do any good. It is not loving or gracious to fail to 
give the right treatment for a disease because the initial treatment may be painful. We 
do someone no favours to let a broken leg set itself and leave the person crippled when 
a moment’s pain would have straightened the leg and restored it to its correct shape. 
We do a child no favours if we let them do what they want and play with matches and 
they burn themselves or burn their house down. So it is with God, grace does us no 
good unless we are set in the correct direction. If we replace the batteries in a toy car, 
unless we point it in the right direction all that will happen is the toy will go faster and 
further in the wrong direction. The wound has to be cleansed before God can heal it, the 
vessel must be turned towards port before the new sails can bring it home. 
 
God waits and desires to be gracious. Verses 19 forward tell of what the grace of God 
awaits to do. It is waiting to restore, to hear, and like a parent speedily answer the cry of 
the child. Despite the adversity they have experienced, the Lord will open their ears so 
that they hear and learn from their teacher. God Himself will direct their paths. There will 
be the restoration of the fruitfulness of their land. The Lord will overthrow the enemies of 
Jerusalem and He will deal with Assyria. The dreadful might of God will be turned on 
Jerusalem’s enemies and for Jerusalem’s benefit.  
 
Chapter 31. 
All of this is to come, but the battle is closer to coming. The sorrow must come before 
the joy, and Isaiah returns to his message of woe for those who look to Egypt for help 



and not the Lord. V1 tells us how powerful the attraction is. Look at the horses and 
chariots of Egypt, there is very evident might there! Here is where the history of David 
comes in. He was the most successful of Israel’s kings, but early on we are told that 
God does not look on the outward appearance but on the heart. How could a godless 
and idolatrous nation be God’s way of deliverance? This is especially true because God 
has been calling on His people to put their trust in Him. No matter how powerful a nation 
appears, the missiles they have, the forces they have, the battle does not always go to 
the mighty. Think of Vietnam, Afghanistan. These battles were not won by the nations 
who had all the might, they either were defeated or gave up because the losses were 
too great. So many wars that should on paper be over in days have rumbled on for 
years.  
 
Verse 3 is a key truth. Flesh is flesh and can avail nothing. Spirit is Spirit and is the 
hand of God. What flesh can resist the Spirit of God? Weapons may impress us, but 
Spirit is more potent.   
 
Chapter 31 concludes with a promise that at this time the Lord will save Jerusalem, by 
His own might apart from anything they think they could do. The Sovereign Lord will 
save Jerusalem with the help of no-one. This is like the days past where God has 
delivered His people by His own might to teach His people that He is their God, Lord 
and protector. They had the Exodus, but had forgotten the lesson. They had the entry 
into the land and the fall of Jericho, but had forgotten the lessons. We have the Cross of 
Christ, have we forgotten? He will do this again to show that He is still the Lord and still 
their Lord and that in His grace He will receive them if they return to Him. He calls for 
the people to repent as the beginning of the restoration He desires to bring to them. 
 
It is worth taking time and effort to consider our attitudes and what they say about how 
we think about God. It will probably surprise us how many of the attitudes which we 
accept in our day are at odds with what God has said. It will probably shock us how 
often we have heard or read truth and yet have treated it as just the same old 
mumblings of the preacher or author.  If we could be ruthlessly honest with ourselves, it 
would alarm us how we have only listened to things that sounded nice, and objected to 
the apparent hard truth of Scripture.  
 
In the second half of these chapters 28-35, we hear more about the salvation that God 
will bestow on His people, and this we will look at next time. 
      
 
   


