
Sunday 13th September 2020 
Isaiah 13-27 Part 2 

 
We are moving on in our overview of the book of Isaiah and today we will look at 
chapters 24-27. These chapters are the climax of the second main section of the book, 
and are the climax of chapters 13-27. 
 
I feel a need to give an introduction and something of a challenge regarding how we 
handle this material. The background to my concern about how people respond to this 
type of prophetic material is that I suspect that there are many church people who find 
all this very dark and unpalatable material to delve into. Perhaps you see in it a God 
who is always angry, implacable and not the nice fluffy God that we have come to 
regard as the true god in our generation. This is why it is important to look back in 
history as well as forward. This is why it is important that we see there is an autumn and 
winter season as well as a spring and summer season, a night as well as a day, a time 
to sing and dance, and a time to weep and mourn. History has its seasons as well, and 
looking back shows us that even if the winter seems long and is hard, there is a spring 
which will come round. We look back to see the round of winters and then the promises 
fulfilled with the coming of springs and summers. 
 
For all those who think that the Christian life should always go the way they think it 
should go, or that God exists to cater to our fancies and make us happy, much of the 
Bible will make for difficult reading. Perhaps this is why people opt for promise boxes or 
stick to favourite passages. However, this will not do. This sort of outlook is like the 
person who refuses to admit that they may get sick, broke or old, some of these things 
are going to happen to most of us at some time and to deny them when they come is 
not faith, but fantasy.  
 
I have to admit that even though I read through the Bible each year or each year and a 
half, it is only as I have been doing this series that I have been confronted with how 
much there is in the prophets about woes and judgments. When I started this series, I 
was looking forward to chapter 5 and the song of the vineyard, chapter 6 and Isaiah’s 
call and equipping by God, the Immanuel passages which are read at Christmas, but 
which are done so out of context and not read in conjunction with the settings of these 
great passages. So much of the rest of the chapters are scary and frightening.  
 
Johnathan Edwards preached a sermon entitled, ‘Sinners in the hands of an angry 
God.’ It is a difficult sermon to read. He preached it twice. It had no effect in his own 
congregation, but in a congregation he visited it had a dramatic effect. Edwards was 
probably the foremost philosophic theologian that America has ever produced.  He read 
this sermon by candle light and he was not the most ‘charismatic’ of presenters. 
However, as he read the sermon, some people grabbed onto the pillars holding up the 
roof because they felt that they might fall into the chasm that leads to hell. A revival 
broke out there and one of the inputs that brought it about was the terror of the Lord 
coming upon the people. This was a Holy Spirit terror, because it did not happen when 
Edwards own congregation was given the same meal!  



 
I have not studied these early chapters as often as I have handled chapters 40-66. 
These chapters, 40-66 have been called Isaiah’s little book of intercession by a 
preacher in the USA. I have given much more attention to these chapters because of 
the rich promises they contain of return, blessing, restoration and the glory which is to 
come both in history, and beyond history. I have used these chapters over the years to 
frame prayers. We are on good ground when we see something which God says that 
He is going to do either with conditions attached as in 2 Chronicles 7.14, or as a 
sovereign act for  His Glory. For example, Isaiah 40 verses 3-5. Apart from some of 
these words featuring in the ‘Messiah,’ they speak of the coming of John the Baptist, 
and the preparatory work the Church must do in every generation for the glory of the 
Lord to be revealed in time, and then for the ultimate winding up of the history of this 
fallen earth, and the new heaven and earth to come down from above. 
 

‘A voice of one calling: 
‘In the desert prepare the way of the Lord; 

Make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be raised up, 

Every mountain and hill made low; 
The rough ground shall become level, 

The rugged place a plain. 
And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 

And all mankind together will see it. 
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 

 
I fear that many people have never tasted even a glimpse of the glory of the Lord. Up in 
Nairn, we used to have different children from Belarus come for a month’s holiday each 
year. It was said that a month of clean air, clean food and clean water could add 3 or 
more years of life expectancy to them as they lived in the aftermath, and the path of 
Chernobyl. Most of them had never seen the sea before or been to the seaside. When 
we did the beach in Nairn, what excitement there was! They saw the glory of the sea, 
something which was so much better than anything they had seen pictures of or had 
heard about. It’s the same with the glory of the Lord. The taste of God’s tangible 
presence, His glory, His appearing spoils us forever for just filing in and filing out of 
Church. Very often today, we get a taste, be it ever so slight, of this glory in our prayer 
meetings, but less so in services. Perhaps in services the expectation and desire for 
God revealing Himself is lower than it is in the prayer meetings. It is a tragedy that so 
few people can come to the prayer meetings. Even on some of the strange Zoom prayer 
meetings, there is a taste of glory, so God is not unwilling to presence Himself in a way 
we can experience and believe. 

 
This is God’s plan. The essence of intercessory prayer is to find out what God plans to 
do and then to remind Him of what He has promised and ask Him to do what He says 
He is going to do! Just had to stop for a moment and listen to a few renditions of 
Handel’s ‘The glory of the Lord’ on You Tube from the Messiah. Try it, it will lift your 



heart, because it is going to happen, yes it is. Now, that is something worth spending 
our lives praying for! 
 
However, having got excited by the promises of chapters 40-66, there is still much said 
about judgment even in these wonderful chapters. It is only as I have been taking hours 
going through these early chapters, that the theme of judgment has emerged as such 
an important theme in the prophets. It is so prominent that we are dangerously remiss if 
we ignore it or are disinclined to handle it. My concern is that people of our age will look 
at it and recoil from it because all they see is an angry God. They are correct to see 
anger in these chapters, but that is not the highest reading and understanding of it. 
What I see is, yes anger, but something emerges even more powerfully, and that is the 
holiness of God. God is holy, we are not. God made a perfect world, gave a perfect 
provision, a perfect law and made perfect promises. What mankind has done is corrupt 
it all, mess it all up, misuse it and rebel against Him. We have behaved as if the world 
belonged to us, while in fact we are stewards only. We get to take nothing of it with us 
as we pass through death into eternity! We have trampled God’s world, God’s 
commands, and God’s revelation of His person and have trodden His reputation under 
foot. We then rise up in pride and say that God is overreacting and being unreasonable 
to say anything to us about it all!  
 
God is holy. We deserve nothing from Him but wrath and death and eternal judgment, 
Instead of that, what does God do? He comes in His Son, takes the wrath and sentence 
and death upon Himself on the Cross. Jesus steps into the line of fire and takes the 
bullet due for us. What does much of the world do about this? It ignores it, makes jokes 
about it, or pontificates about it as if to correct the poor weak minded God who has got it 
all wrong. All hail king man! What nonsense, Isaiah tells us and shows us that God has, 
and will humble the pride of man.  
 
If ever there was a corrective to all this dangerous and foolish thinking, it is found in the 
prophets, and foremost in Isaiah. Isaiah opens up the holiness of God unlike any other 
prophet except for Jesus who is the Prophet, Priest and King. How do you see Isaiah? 
Do you read it as the book of the angry God, or the book of the holy God? It is important 
that we come to terms with this. We are being confronted with the revelation of the 
holiness of God as we go through the book of Isaiah. This holiness is incandescent in its 
nature and will either enrapture us or consume us. 
 
We come now to the text in hand, chapters 24-27. 
 
Up to this point, Isaiah has focused on Israel and Judah, and the nations that surround 
them, and the particular nations a little bit distanced who pose a threat to them. There is 
promise of terrible days to come either soon or later, Isaiah does not give a ‘what will 
happen next’ time line. There are woes, judgments, disasters, breaking downs and 
restorations, gathering of scattered peoples and renewal which will all come about by 
God’s sovereign action for His own names sake. All the restorations and buildings up 
will be accomplished by this Immanuel, this perfect King who will arise from the line of 
David. Isaiah is looking at all these things as things which will happen in time and in 



part, and then have a fuller fulfillment in the advent of Christ and then the 
consummation of the age. He looks from his present day to the end of time and beyond!    
 
All of these judgments are going to be outworked by God using means. He is going to 
raise up and put down nations. He is going to use the effects of military conflicts, 
political intrigues and the economic and agricultural effects which arise from these to 
accomplish His will. This is why it is important to pray for our government and opposition 
parties. Mostly these days, their agendas exclude God, deny God, and are very often 
hostile to God. This is not a good situation to be in, ask Ahaz how that went for him! We 
need spiritual eyes to be opened to see the hand of God at work in our days. We don’t 
have an Isaiah to tell us things clearly, so we must beware of saying that this or that 
situation is utterly right or wrong. Even though we cannot have the clarity that a prophet 
brought to the situation in Isaiah’s days, we have many instructions how to pray in our 
day.  
 
Take the Lord’s Prayer for example. We can ask ourselves the question when thinking 
about issues that face us. Does the way we are going hallow, that is, glorify God’s 
Name or not? Does what we are doing in our lives and nation demonstrate the coming 
of God’s Kingdom? God’s Kingdom is when God rules the situation. Are we doing what 
has been revealed in Scripture as the will of God? There is enough here to keep us 
going. We need to be quite daring in applying these questions to our lives and our day. 
Does extinction rebellion answer these requirements? What about the gender debate, 
the labour market, education, morality. What about the safety of woman regarding 
domestic violence and abuse? What is wrong with some men that they do this, what do 
they need? Why are there so many suicides, especially of men, and young men at that? 
Is it only black lives that matter, because they most certainly do? However, what about 
Aboriginal and American Indian lives, what about all lives, and here is an emotive one 
for many, do unborn lives matter? Uncomfortable isn’t it to pose these questions. If this 
does not drive us to prayer, I do not know what will. 
 
In chapters 24 to 27, Isaiah takes everything to a new level. If he has displayed the Lord 
as the Lord of the then known kingdoms of the world and the ones in play in the history 
of Israel and Judah, now, he reveals the Lord to be the Lord of all the world. 
 
Chapter 24 begins with a statement that is as shocking as it is blunt.  
 

‘See, the Lord is going to lay waste the earth and devastate it; 
He will ruin its face and scatter its inhabitants –‘ 

 
Bang! What? We thought God was into being climate friendly and all that. Is God saying 
that all this may not be as central as many people are saying it is today? Read on, and 
no matter what we think we can do, even if we were to repair all the damage we have 
done to the world, which we cannot actually do, God says, v3 that He is going to lay 
waste the earth. This does not mean that we just carry on raping the earth, plundering 
the seas, killing off whole species and fouling the air. Look at verse 5 and 6. It is 
because of what humanity has done to the earth that God is going to destroy it as being 



beyond repair. Humanity were to be stewards of the earth, not its owners to use it and 
abuse it as they wished. The American Indians and the Aboriginal people had a more 
correct view of the world than we do. No matter how much we have and own, someone 
else is going to have it all after us. It is good to have homes and large gardens. It can be 
a blessing to have money in the bank and to pass on an inheritance to our children and 
if we have prospered, to our children’s children. However the advice of John Wesley 
may halt us in our tracts a little. He told the early Methodists to,’ earn all you can, save 
all you can, give all you can.’ I believe that when John Wesley died, his financial estate 
was the princely sum of about 5 shillings!  I remember a preacher saying that he 
calculated his prosperity not by what he had, but by what he gave. That’s a little bit 
different isn’t it?    
 
Chapters 24-27 are called the Isaiah Apocalypse because in these chapters, Isaiah 
recounts future events which we hear of again in the book of Revelation. The style of 
the accounts of the end of the world are very different, but the message is the same. 
There is going to come a time when God will roll up this world and cause a new heaven 
and earth to come down. The new heaven and earth will be very different from this 
world. Whereas our present world is defaced and polluted by sin, and we live with all the 
consequences of this, the new heaven and earth will be ruled by God and have no trace 
of corruption and sin.  
 
Take note of this. The end of the world as seen by the Apostle John was not a new 
concept from his era, but was prophesised by Isaiah and even before that, was outlined 
in dark visions. There is a day coming when all this we know will end, and a new world 
will come. Why do we then live as if this present world is all that there is?  
 
Chapter 24 is a terrible unveiling of the coming fate of the world. Chapters 25 to 27 are 
in contrast a celebration of what is to come, the promise of a new order and a new 
world. 24.1-3 reads like the judge handing down the sentence to the accused. As yet 
the hammer has not fallen but the sentence has been passed and only awaits the thud 
of the judge’s gavel and then the sentence will begin. It is absolute, there is no appeal. 
The rich and powerful will not be able to use their riches or power to escape the 
sentence.  Verse 2 makes that clear. All will face the same situation, God Himself has 
pronounced and will do this. I suppose the old song, ‘O sinner man, where you going to 
run to,’ captures the universality of this woe. 
 
I confess, while I get distressed at seeing how we have used and abused the earth and 
its resources even within my lifetime, I find it difficult to conceive of what this end may 
be like. Verses 4-23 tell us about the state of affairs as God begins the devastating 
judgment on the earth. There is a mixture of human consequence and divine action. It 
has been a matter of fascination since the dawn of the New Testament days for many to 
look for signs of the end. Most generations have had evidences of the beginning of the 
end, so caution is needed when looking at the events listed in chapter 24. It is tempting 
for every generation to see their world events as end of world events, and so they are, 
but the time line may be longer than we imagine. We are to live as if this could happen 
today, but also with the realization that it may not happen in our lifetime. 



 
We also need to realise that the language Isaiah uses is visionary and it is not always 
clear when he is prophesizing an event that will happen, or if he is seeing the effects of 
what God does and is expressing it in pictures to show us the dimensions of the 
disaster God is going to bring to the earth. For example to mimic Biblical language, we 
could say something like this about the flood in Noah’s day or about a tidal wave or a 
tsunami. 
 

‘The heavens open their vaults and the earth opens up its mouths. The waters swarm 
like locusts and sweep over the valleys like an army with banners. The earth weeps.’  

 
That is flowery language to describe a flood. But, however we understand the language, 
what is coming is terrible. 
 
The global lockdown and pandemic is a very dramatic sign, as is the extinction off 
species, gross pollution and all the rest. Rather than causing us to panic, these are 
signs that it would be wise, to say the least, to get right with God. I heard a statement 
from the World Wildlife this week that more species and habitat has been lost and 
endangered in the past 50 years than has happened in the previous centuries. Things 
are heading downhill and the speed is increasing. 
 
Chapters 25 to 27 present things from the viewpoint of those who have faith. The earth 
and its nations and cities are being cast down, but the Lord comes in Majesty to rule in 
perfect equity and justice. The first few verses of chapter 25 must not be missed. There 
is praise to God because He is doing what He had said He would do from the 
beginning. God is showing Himself to be faithful to His promises to tear down and to 
build up. All of this is not a knee jerk reaction on God’s part, but should come as no 
surprise to the believers who attend to God’s word of promise. The strong pride of man 
will be humbled and the strong will turn to the One who is stronger still. While we rest in 
our own ability and strength, we are not mindful of God. However when faced with the 
ultimate disasters and unsolvable problems, when our kingdoms collapse and crash 
down like the melting ice fields, then these formally strong peoples will turn to God and 
acknowledge Him as the Mighty One.  
 
Chapter 25 has God preparing a feast for the people He has created. V6-8 There will be 
a lifting of the shroud and sheet that covers the people. This is death, both spiritual and 
physical. Death itself will be destroyed and the shame and guilt of the fallen race will be 
removed. This is the sovereign work of Salvation promised long ago, manifest through 
the Cross of Christ, and now come to its consummation in the dawning of life for ever 
more. 25.1-5 is a song of a lone singer, Isaiah himself. Then the song is joined in v 9-12 
by the righteous remnant. All of these are at the feast God prepares, a feast of justice, 
recompense and equity. Justice may not come for all or even many in this age, but let 
all be told, there is a day of perfect justice to come. 
 
Chapters 26 and 27 continue on looking mostly forward to the coming day when God’s 
purposes will come to their perfection. Chapter 26 has the recurring phrase, ‘in that 



day,’ referring to the age to come. The question that Isaiah and the faithful people were 
facing was one of great importance, how do we live in the present terrible days while 
looking to a future that may yet be a long time away? A subsidiary question was why 
does God treat this faithful remnant so harshly, are they not the good guys? 
 
V1-6 contrast what is to come, ‘a strong city,’ with what exists at present, ‘the lofty city.’ 
The first is the city to come where God rules, the lofty city is the present proud city that 
conducts itself as if it were sovereign. The first is established, the latter is cast down to 
the dust. Consider how many empires and cities have come and gone, it has happened, 
and this will happen. The way that the faithful are to live is in trust and a steady mind. 
V3-4. This is restful, but heroic patience and trust. Think of Daniel’s three friends at the 
fiery furnace. ‘Our God will save us, but even if He doesn’t we will not bow down!’ This 
is possible for us to do because those who die without seeing the days of good will not 
miss out because of the resurrection. V19, this is reminiscent of Romans 8. A light 
momentary affliction that goes before the glory that is to come to us. The only way to 
live at peace as a Christian in this world is that of trust, an eye on the present 
circumstances, and the other eye fixed on what is to come. Think of Ephesians, we are 
seated with Christ in heavenly places, even while we live on earth! 
 
Wesley has a few lines about this, 
 

‘sit in heavenly places down, while yet we in the flesh remain, 
Now partakers of the throne before, before thy Father’s reign.’ 

 
There are two things that cause believers grief in life. V 10 Why is it that the wicked do 
not learn even though God is so gracious to them? God bestows His providences on the 
wicked, sometimes lavishly, but instead of them seeing life as from the gracious hand of 
God, they go on doing evil. It was said of the First World War that there were not many 
unbelievers in the trenches when the order came to go over the top. However, even 
though many made vows to change, after the war, the Church declined rapidly. Men did 
not regard God once the threat had passed. It is still the same today. 
 
The second thing that causes distress to the believing remnant is that God is so hard on 
them. V16-18. When there is so much evil in the world, why does God contend with His 
own so much? It all goes back to this that God is holy and that He demands that we be 
holy. Think of this. Imagine a rugby team practice. They run, do sprints, train in 
scrummage techniques. They sweat, get buffeted and bruised and then have to do it all 
again. It is physically demanding because each player has to get fitter, stronger, more 
skilled, learn to act as part of a team. Sometimes the practice is tougher than the match. 
Athletes put in hours of training so that their 10 second sprint will last even less time 
than 10 seconds! It is all about being prepared, honed, perfected to do what the athlete 
is meant to do. So it is with us, God puts us through our paces to fit us and fashion us 
for heaven, and sometimes His training sessions are conducted in public. It is said of 
football matches that 22 men run about on the pitch who desperately need to sit down, 
while thousands of people who desperately need to run around sit! 
 



Sometimes God washes the laundry and hangs it out for all to see, but He will get us 
clean and pristine!   
 
Chapter 17 brings this section of Isaiah to a close and a final conclusion in 27.12-13. 
Verse 1 continues on from chapter 26 and concludes that God will punish the wicked. 
They may think that they are getting away with things now, but their excesses will only 
result in sterner treatment.  
 
Chapter 26 has Isaiah and the remnant singing, now in 27 we have God singing. Cast 
your mind back to the Song of the Vineyard in chapter 5. The vineyard produced only 
stinking fruit and so was abandoned to the wild animals and to weeds. There was 
nothing more God could do for this vineyard which was the people of Israel and Judah. 
Contrast this to v 2-11. There is to be a new vineyard, a fruitful one, watered and 
protected by God. This is the people whom God has perfected and planted anew. 
Bareness and decay and abandonment has been turned about and this vineyard is 
fruitful, Israel will yet fulfill its purpose of being a light to the nations, a people for God 
and of God. Here we have the hope in the promise of God that the believers are to look 
to in patience even in the midst of present and coming hardships. Isaiah is no hopeless 
dreamer, he trusts in the promises of future completion even while being ruthlessly blunt 
as to the present days. V 7-11 of yet being purified by God. It is the vision of victory that 
drives the athlete in grueling training sessions. Paul uses this idea when he contrasts 
the athlete in the games who trains and competes for a crown of leaves. If athletes do 
that for a crown that withers, how much more should Christians submit to God’s training 
regime to obtain a crown that is eternal that does not wither and is composed of glory! 
 
V 12-13 are the climax. After all the long history of rebellion and transgression, pride 
and self-will, God will bring His people back onto the track. The people will be gathered 
back, and it will not be restricted only to them, but others will come to the Lord as well. 
 
As a conclusion, let us be reminded that judgment is never the last word, mercy is the 
last word. Judgment is refining and its end is atonement and the restoration of right 
relationship with God. The reason purging seems so severe is that God is holy beyond 
our reckoning, and we are more corrupted than we think. We go into God’s hospital 
thinking that He is going to stick a plaster on our cut. God takes us in to His hospital 
because our cut needs to be deeply cleaned from dirt and infection that puts our lives at 
risk. We think that we just need a touch up, God sees we need a total remake! 
 
As I negotiate these chapters, I am challenged by the utter transience of human life and 
indeed the world. As a teenager, I used to worry about pollution and the loss and 
decline of species, I still do care, but I suspect that we are way passed the point of no 
retreat. I remember a few years ago flying into Kuala Lumpa airport and only realizing 
as we flew lower that the endless, monotonous  ground pattern I had seen for miles and 
miles was in fact miles of Palm Trees grown for their Palm Oil. These plantations are 
like the pine tree plantations in Scotland, they are almost devoid of any other life that 
once existed there when the land was covered in rain forest but not plantations. We 



need to balance our attitude to consumption with the truth that this world is coming to an 
end, and perhaps sooner than we think.  
 
Like most of us, I enjoyed J John’s take on the 10th commandment in his series Just 10. 
He said that in response to covetousness that we should develop this attitude to 
material goods. We should ‘use it up, wear it out, make it do, do without.’ I am not sure 
that would be popular in Westminster today as the economy languishes, but it is still a 
challenge and a bit of good sense.  
 
The word ‘Trust’ does not have the strength of meaning it once had. It seems a weak 
word today, whereas in the past it was a strong word that was a character trait of noble 
and strong hearted people. However, in these chapters of Isaiah, indeed even from the 
beginning of the book, the options have been spelled out again and again. The only 
options in life are to trust in ourselves, our understanding and ability, or to trust, 
sometimes ruthlessly, in God. We have had the case study of Ahaz, and the history of 
Israel at large to see what happens when we trust ourselves rather than God, and we 
have seen that it does not go well for a people, and especially God’s people when we 
refuse to trust God. 
 
We have also seen that trusting God is not a little thing. It is not like trusting that we will 
enjoy our toast whether we have marmalade or jam on it. We are called to trust God in 
the big issues of life as well as the little ones. We are called to choose between a left 
and a right turn at a T junction. To go right is to go 180 degrees contrary to choosing the 
left direction. Jesus said that it was the choice of a broad way or a narrow way. One 
leads to life, the other to death. These are real decisions, difficult decisions because the 
broad path always looks more inviting and less scary. We like to have control of our 
path, and trust seems to remove this control from us. Ahaz did not want to abandon 
himself to the ways of God because he was so unskilled in the ways of God. So often 
we feel that God’s hands are less secure than our own hands!  
 
This is one of the purposes of Scripture, to confront us with evidence, testimony, history, 
specific case studies all of which are to show us that the hands of God, even when they 
seem rough, are safer and better hands to be in than those of men or ourselves. We 
learn so slowly and even what we learn we forget so fast.  
 
We need to be brutally real about the days we live in and about ourselves while fully 
looking to and trusting in the future that God has promised, Christ has purchased by His 
shed blood, and has risen to life again to administer and grant now to us. We live in the 
ages between the in-breaking of God’s rule, the Kingdom, and its full consummation. 
We live in an age where the old is getting older, the power of the devil, the world, the 
flesh and the world still vexes us, but there is also the presence of the future impinging 
on our lives. Trust and patience is the calling we have for now. There will be more of 
this in coming chapters.      
  
 

 


