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Isaiah 7.1 – 12.6 

Part 2 Isaiah 9.8 – 12.6 
 

We left last week with the history of Ahaz’s woeful response to the word of the Lord 
through Isaiah. The latter half of chapter 7 verse 9 has been paraphrased in a number 
of ways. Isaiah’s call to fully trust in the Lord and not to rely on political and military 
alliances has this warning. ‘If you hold God in doubt, you’ll not hold out.’ Another 
paraphrase is, ‘Unsure – insecure,’ and a third way of saying it is this, ‘with faith you 
stand, without, you fall.’ This was the stark choice Ahaz faced, failed in, and so the 
eventual fall of Judah was inevitable though delayed for many years. However, in the 
days of Ahaz, the fearful prospect of war with Israel and Syria remained, and the 
alliance with Assyria did not bring security but dread of a different kind. 
 
I remember years ago, the late Derek Prince saying that as he got older, if he had it all 
to do again, he would preach and teach about faith at least every month! I think now 
that faith should be a constituent part of most sermons, faith and the Cross of Christ, 
because the Cross is the basis of faith, and faith is the means of gaining the benefits of 
the Cross of Christ.  
 
At the end of chapter 9.7, Isaiah has introduced the vision of a faithful remnant growing 
out of a tree stump (6.13) which ultimately ushers in the coming Messiah, Jesus. 
However for now, a cryptic sign is given to Ahaz since he refused to ask God for a sign 
when instructed to by God. Disobedience makes us deafer and blinder, that is why it is 
important to obey the Lord fully! 
 
Chapter 9.8 to the end of chapter 12 is a parallel passage to the previous chapters of 
this section. The focus of Isaiah switches from Judah and Jerusalem to that of the 
northern ten tribes of Israel. Isaiah refers to this group of people as ‘Jacob’ and 
‘Ephraim,’ but it is the ten northern tribes Isaiah now speaks to.  These verses outline 
the state of Israel’s faith and the case God calls them to task about. Once more, as with 
Judah and Jerusalem it makes for bitter reading, but the same light is seen on the far 
distant horizon, the light of the coming Messiah. The vision of light is expanded further 
and in chapters 11 and 12 we are given a vision of the fully restored rule of God over 
His people. We are introduced to the glorious features of a peace and blessedness that 
only God can accomplish and will accomplish.  The address to Israel runs from 9.8 to 
10. 4. Isaiah then utters judgment on Assyria. This serves a twofold purpose. It affirms 
the Lord’s utter and complete Sovereignty as the Lord of the nations, and we should 
add, the cosmos and all creation, but these latter aspects will be developed in other 
chapters. It also displays the holiness of God. He is holy in all He is and does, and all 
un-holiness will not go unnoticed and suitably responded to! 
 
We need to accept these truths because the trend today is for people to speak of the 
Lord as the Christian God as if He is only the God of Christians. The Lord is the Lord of 
all, and this has far reaching implications for how we live and how we regard all manner 
of social ‘norms’ that are accepted today in our own land and in the nations. It is, I think, 



certain that those who speak out God’s word will soon come under censure as being 
bigots, fundamentalists, racists, sexist and all other terms which are flung at people who 
want to choose to differ from the clever people who are rewriting laws, introducing new 
norms, and promoting life styles which the Bible has something to say about! 
 
This is not anything new of course! In the Early Church, most of the Christians would 
not worship or sacrifice to Caesar or the pantheon of Roman gods. It was said of the 
Christians that they were haters of humanity because if the river flooded, it was because 
of the Christians refusing to placate the appropriate god. Likewise, if the river did not 
flood to fertilise the flood plain, then it would also be the Christians fault. The early 
Church Father Tertullian summarised it this way. ‘If the river floods, the cry goes up, the 
Christians, to the lions. If the river does not flood, then the cry goes up, the Christians to 
the lions! Poor lions, all these Christian to eat!’ It was also held that the Love Feast, 
Communion, was a Christian event where Christians killed children and ate them 
because of the words of Jesus about eating His flesh and drinking His blood. Slander, 
willful misunderstanding and accusations of being inhuman to others are not new! 
 
Isaiah now turns to speak regarding Israel, and the Lord’s complaint about them is the 
same as His complaint about Judah and Jerusalem. Despite all that has happened to 
them, they still strut about like peacocks in their pride and self-assurance.  9.9-12 is the 
first of four sections which all end with the dreadful words, 
 

‘Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, his hand is still upraised.’ 
 

The picture is of the master about to give his unfaithful servant a thorough thrashing. 
This picture does not sit well with our soft, liberal attitudes, but God is not at all unwilling 
to apply the birch! The Biblical language refers to the Rod. God’s intent is very seriously 
meant and something that Israel had to take close account of. Its seriousness is 
demonstrated in that this verse finishes off the four sub-sections of this larger passage. 
The same foreboding words occur in verses 12, 17, 21 and 10.4. If these multiple uses 
do not convey the certainty of what is being said, then nothing will persuade Israel, or 
us, to heed the ways of God. 
 
There are two questions that give rise to trouble our thoughts from these words. Firstly, 
is God’s anger beyond being pacified? To our minds, these are brutal words. You may 
as a child, if you are of a certain age, have been threatened by a parent or a head 
master that you were deserving of ‘a thrashing to within an inch of your life.’ This is even 
worse than that, it hints at a response from God that is more severe than severe!  
 
Secondly, later verses tell us in effect, that the instrument that God would use to 
express His anger would be the godless, pagan, arrogant nation of Assyria! The 
question here is, will God punish His people in public, and will He use a nation as rotten 
as Assyria to discipline His own? This is like a public trial, a public flogging, the nailing 
of Christ to a Cross. Yes, God the Lord will do such things and has done so over the 
generations. 
 



It seems that to harbour hard thoughts and to accuse God of wrong is deemed 
permissible in our day. When challenged in these ways, Isaiah and Paul both allude to 
the potter and the clay. Will the clay advise the Potter? Will the clay rule the Maker? No, 
that is unthinkable. However, it is not uncommon to hear people, even church going 
people, express the opinion that they do not like the God of the Old Testament, but 
prefer the message of love that Jesus preached! Sorry, such ideas show a lamentable 
knowledge of both the ‘First Testament, and the Second Testament,’ which are the Old 
and the New Testament. It is the same God in Old and the New, the Old Testament is 
full of love and grace, warnings and discipline as is the New.    
 
God’s case regarding Israel. 9.8 – 10.4 
 
There are four subsection in these verses all of which end with the same refrain 
concerning God’s anger. 
Verses 8-12. In these verses God charges the people with great pride. Israel has 
suffered at the hands of the Armenians and Philistines who had despoiled parts of 
Israel. Instead of turning to God, the people said that they would rebuild what had been 
destroyed, and would make it better than before. They thought that they could return to 
normal, or build a better nation after these events. They did not take notice that it was 
God who had set these destructive forces in play to humiliate the nation so that they in 
turn would humble themselves and return to God. Does this not sound like the sorts of 
things we are hearing today? Talk of returning to normal, the rebounding of our 
economy and return to our ‘norms’? Have we learned nothing in our present days, do 
we really think that our previous normal was all that good? That’s a question we should 
be getting our teeth into and not assume that like Bob the Builder, ‘we can fix it, yes we 
can!’ 
 
The next section verses 13-17 is a critique of the leadership both of secular and 
religious leaders who promulgate their message and not the Lord’s message. God takes 
no pleasure in godless leadership, nor the community of people who are led along 
unthinkingly like sheep. Even the most brilliant leader is nothing if godless. Can the 
blind lead the blind? Most people think so!  
 
Section three runs from verse 18-21. This addresses the callous disregard of people to 
people in the scramble to accumulate the wealth of the land. This results in a blight on 
the economy which causes it to become less fertile and productive as it was before and 
as it could be again. The terrible dynamic is that it is God who is behind all this, yet the 
people do not see that it is a warning of worse to come. It is not stated here, but this is 
the fruit of blindness and deafness. The last section of God’s critique of Israel is found in 
chapter 10.1-4. This tells of God’s displeasure at graft and sharp practices that despoil 
the poor, and add to the riches of the rich. Apparently we now have a trillionaire in the 
world! Billionaires and millionaires are now common! This does not conform to God’s 
laws of equity and justice. The People of Israel had this law, but disregarded it. A day 
would come when money would be of no use, then what would the super wealthy do. A 
starving man wants bread, not gold. 
 



At the end of each of these sections are the words already quoted appear. 
 

‘Yet for all this, his anger is not turned away, his hand is still upraised.’ 
 

What do these words mean? Are they a depiction of a God who cannot be satisfied and 
who delights in anger and punishment? 
 
There are different interpretations of these words, and how we read them is dependent 
on who we see God to be in the Bible. If we regard Him as just a man of a superior 
dimension, a man like we are only bigger and better, then we see a person who seems 
to have a side that we do not like. However, if we have spent time in Chapter 6 and 
have seen something of the holiness of God which makes Him utterly other than we are, 
then the picture changes. If in the light of God’s holiness we are seeing ourselves as 
undone and worthy of nothing because of the utter odiousness of our sin, then we see a 
God who is of fairer eyes than to look with indifference on sin. 
 
We are also used to a justice system that says that once a guilty person has served 
their sentence, then that is the offence paid for. As those who have never been victims 
of serious crime, that seems fair to us. However think of the many families who have 
had one of their members brutally killed, and you can see that very often, no sentence 
will ever pay for the crime committed against them. 
 
There is punishment for sin from God, but no punishment no matter how long the 
duration or severity can ever undo the offence. The punishment cannot undo the 
offence, so the crime still is active and so the sentence is eternally due unless God 
Himself steps in. This is what the Cross does for us. Saying sorry will not bring the 
murdered person back to life or undo the crime. It is only if someone else comes in and 
takes the sentence upon themselves, who becomes an innocent substitute, that the 
sentence can be lifted from Israel and us, and put on another. That other is Jesus Christ 
who went on the Cross to bear the sentence due to us. The sentence of the law having 
been fully expended on Christ, God now forgives our crime, our sin, and so spares us 
from a hopeless situation. Salvation is in Christ alone, we are helpless to do anything to 
avoid eternal death apart from Christ. Apart from Christ being our substitute, the death 
sentence for sin is carried out for eternity. It is the height of God’s holiness and the 
depravity of sin that takes the righteous justice of God and displays it in a way that 
shows us that our view of justice is but a shadow of the spiritual reality.  
 
This is a difficult thing for us to process because we have such a low view of God’s 
holiness, and such an elevated view of our own condition. We think so often that we are 
not so bad, certainly not as bad as all those other people! 
  
After this sad and frightening critique of Israel, the next passage, 10.5-19 has as its 
focus the nation of Assyria, and how God regards them. We are told that it is God who 
has sent them against Israel, but now He will judge them. Why would God raise up a 
nation to be His instrument of discipline and then judge them for doing so? Is this not 
unfair?  



 
Verse 5 and 6 makes it crystal clear that it is God who has sent them against His 
people. There is no other way to read these and many other similar passages in the 
scripture, No matter how we fancy the words up and say but and so, the meaning is 
clear, God is at the root of all  the international troubles. The spiritual is at the root of all 
of history. Our blindness and deafness and hardness of heart means that we miss the 
wood for the trees, and inevitably we trip up and fall and cry foul! 
 
I have already presented the observation that God disciplines His kids in public. This 
should be a warning and an incentive for those who observe or are caught up in the 
process of being the instrument of discipline to be warned and to fear and hold God in 
awe.   
 
In verse 7 and 12, Isaiah gives us the reason why Assyria will come under God’s 
displeasure and discipline after they have been the rod in God’s hand to deal with His 
own people. (v5) The Assyrians only saw things from a worldly standpoint. They thought 
that it was by their own might and power that they had prevailed over peoples and 
nations. They thought of themselves as the prime mover in their victories. It never 
entered their minds that they were only rods and clubs in God’s hands! As a result of 
their victories and seeming invincibility, they became proud and self-assured and were 
boasting of their achievements. They regarded themselves as a self-made nation and 
this made them over zealous in their dealings with Israel. They went beyond what was 
required of them in terms of the destruction they meted out and the relish they took in so 
doing. 
 
They did not realise that they were instruments raised up by God for His purposes. If 
they had realized that they were in God’s hands to be used as a rod, they would have 
conducted themselves with fear and humility, almost in terror of being the agents of 
destruction on God’s own people. This is why they were judged. Their judgment also 
served to show the universal rule and sovereignty of the Lord. The superpowers should 
be cautious in their might. The preeminence of a nation is not always a sign of God’s 
blessing, either a western or eastern nation. It is better to boast in the Lord than in our 
might. It is righteousness that exalts a nation according to Proverbs, and it is sin which 
is its reproach. 
 
The third movement in these chapters begins in 10.20 and runs through to 12.6.   
 
What we are looking at in these last passages is the climax of the section chapters 1-12 
which do in brief what the rest of the book will fill out and add to. These next verses are 
looking forward into the future. They speak of things which will begin in part and will only 
come to their full completion with the coming of the Messiah and then the advent of a 
new heaven and earth. As I have drawn your attention before, Isaiah has no problem 
speaking about events which he will not live to see as if they were imminent. It is a bit 
like the New Testament where we are told to live with the expectation of Jesus returning 
any day soon. We are also told to be looking above to the things unseen, and this 
aspect of future hope is an important but under-valued aspect of a robust and vibrant 



faith. It is so easy for us to hold a notion of a future life in our heads when our hearts are 
firmly fixed and rooted to this world as if this is all that matters. 
 
Chapter 10.20-34 tell us more about the remnant that will arise out of the destroyed 
nation. We came across it in the early chapters of Isaiah, but it takes form in 6.13, 
where out of the devastation, a tree stump will bud and produce a shoot. Over the 
chapters we are looking at today, and as we go through the book of Isaiah, the nature, 
identity and character of this shoot is added to. It is obvious to us that the person being 
described is the Messiah, Jesus, but it would not have been clear to the readers and 
hearers of Isaiah. Even in Jesus day, people were asking who this man is, and there 
were many different notions as to His identity.  
 
Put it like this, we have the advantage of looking back. We have seen the film, and 
know the outcome, and so anytime we re-watch the film, we can never be seeing it for 
the first time again. For the people of Isaiah’s day, every new unveiling of the shoot 
would eventually lead to new questions being asked, and the book of Isaiah reveals 
more and more about the shoot as it proceeds. 
 
In these early chapters, the shoot is like the upper reaches of a river. It is a small trickle 
which then becomes a rushing burn, then a river in its own right and eventually 100 
miles downstream it is a mighty river sustaining trade and shipping, and all that sort of 
thing. So with the unveiling of the shoot, something that seems at first to be insignificant 
becomes the very center of the whole scheme. I suppose it is like a piece of music. At 
first a minor theme occurs, but as the music continues, the theme is developed until it 
takes center stage and becomes the dominant theme about which all other themes 
revolve. 
 
In 6.13 we have the revelation of a remnant arising out of the debris. In 10.20-34 we 
have something of small beginnings developed, becoming an autonomous people, no 
longer looking to foreign nations for security, but standing on their own feet, and God 
coming to an end of His anger and correction of the people at the hands of the 
Assyrians. Indeed, the picture changes, and the tree which will be lopped (33) is Assyria 
itself. This is a promise of relief from the cruelty of the Assyrians, but in the meantime, 
the rod has still to be applied, and the punishment and the purging will go ahead before 
this restoration can begin. This is looking beyond the application of the rod of correction, 
it is not a promise that they will be spared the rod. It is hope for now in that the question 
as to the length of God’s anger is answered in part. His anger will eventually abate and 
be turned on Assyria. It is a bit like a discussion we may have with our surgeon as to the 
possible course of events after our major surgery. How long will I take to heal if all goes 
well, what may I expect of post-surgical recovery? These are legitimate and important 
questions to ask, but they do not remove the need for the surgery in the first place, pain 
before gain! 
 
Chapters 11 and 12.  
More information is given about the shoot from the stump of the tree. The specific tree 
that will bud and shoot is the stump of Jesse, of Judah, of the tribe of David. The shoot 



is now being spoken of as if it refers not to a remnant people, but to one specific 
member of this clan. We of course know this to be true, and that it is a reference to 
Jesus who was a descendant of David. A new King is coming, one who is the perfect 
David, the one who has every perfection that David and his line did not have. The 
specific contrast is between the human king as portrayed by Ahaz, and this new king 
who has the attributed and accoutrements of the Godhead upon Him.   
 
Verse 2 will be further expanded in Isaiah 61, the passage that Jesus read in the 
synagogue and which He quoted to the disciples of John the Baptist when John seemed 
to be unsure if Jesus was the Messiah. However, for now, this personage is one who is 
uniquely anointed with the graces of the Holy Spirit. 
 
It is this unique adherence to godliness and the presence of the fragrance of the Spirit’s 
anointing upon Him which makes Him stand in dramatic contrast to Ahaz who was 
carnal, untrusting, disobedient, fearful, compromising and unseeing and unhearing of 
God’s word and ways. We cannot draw out the starkness of the contrast enough. Verse 
4, this One will not judge by His feeble sense like Ahaz. He will not be partial in justice, 
showing favour to those who faun over him and who are rich and influential. This new 
King will administer Covenant justice and equity. The poor and lowly will not be ignored 
and have justice denied them because they have nothing to bribe the king with. More-
over, another developing theme is introduced again in verse 4 and 5. This justice and 
righteous rule will extend to all the earth, not only the humble poor of the remnant. The 
universal Sovereignty of God is going to be seen and extended over all peoples and all 
nations. The Lord is Lord of all, not only the Jews and Christians, but every tribe, nation 
and people of the earth. 
 
Verses 6 -16 is a song which is much loved and is often quoted. It tells of two great 
things that will happen as the age of this earth comes to a close. There will be tokens of 
all this before the end, but this is a picture of the restoration of the world to the condition 
before the fall of mankind and their exclusion from the Garden of Eden. For someone 
who has done Zoology, my mind races at the description of the animal kingdom 
restored to perfection. Presumably, the lion will be recognizable as a lion, a mane, a 
roar, teeth and claws, but it will not behave as we think of lions today. Charles Darwin, 
tell us what you make of that! 
 
This picture of peace is accompanied to the gathering of the Jewish people and of those 
who have believed in Jesus from the four compass points of the globe. This will be a 
new exodus. It will have a partial fulfillment when the exiles in Babylon return, but 
nothing in the return of the Babylonian exiles could be said to match this picture of full 
restoration of creation and the full return of God’s people to the land given to Abraham.   
 
Verse 9 of chapter 11 is a very dear verse to me and many others. One of the questions 
which I have carried in the back burner of my mind is this. What is it legitimate to look 
for, hope for and pray for regarding the coming of the Kingdom of God in Christ? Is what 
we see today in the Church in Scotland a fulfillment of this verse? 
 



‘for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea.’ 

 
I hope you would agree with me that even with the greatest kindness, we could not 
claim that this is true of the Church in Scotland, or the Church of Scotland as we see it 
at present, but it will come! I have seen much better days, or so it seems, in my lifetime. 
However, as yet, I do not believe I know of anywhere or any time where the knowledge 
of God, or the glory of God has covered the earth to a depth of hundreds of fathoms! 
Yet, this is what is yet to come. We are to look on our present day as a point on a 
journey which God is directing which will end in the glory of God lying deep and rich and 
heavy on the earth! We need to see what our situation is today, but we also need to be 
looking to what is promised and will be, no matter how far away it may be. We are to 
acknowledge our state today, but look to this time of glory as if it was on the horizon 
already.   
 
This is a very challenging thing for us to do because we are so used to living in a world 
which is in our face constantly. Many people seem to break out into a sweat if their 
phones are not constantly in their hands, and the overload of information is astonishing. 
Just because we have information does not mean that we have taken the time to verify 
it, assess it and act on it if necessary. Much of what we do could wait for a while. We act 
without thought and then wonder why things go wrong so often! We live as if what we 
are doing this moment is the most important thing for us to do, and usually it is not even 
necessary, never mind urgent. We are slaves to the threat of the present moment, and 
so the other world, the spiritual world is forgotten as being so insubstantial that it is of no 
relevance to us. 
 
One evidence of this haste over the irrelevant is the whole culture of fast food and ready 
cooked meals. I do not believe that I have ever had a fast food or a ready cooked meal 
that tasted anything like a home cooked menu or better still a slow cooked meal. I have 
been fascinated to hear of men in the USA who slow smoke and cook a brisket on a 
Bar-B –Q and some of them take 12 to 14 hours to do so. You can almost taste the 
meat when they cut into it. We need to get delivered from the haste in everything 
mentality. When God acts, sometimes it takes several lifetimes. It takes a few weeks to 
grow radishes, but much, much longer to grow an Apple tree or an oak tree. There is no 
comparison in the value of these different plants, but an oak cannot be grown to 
maturity in one lifetime. God likes oaks, not just radishes! 
 
In Isaiah’s day, anyone who wanted to go from where they were in Ahaz’s day, to the 
Messianic world of restoration and return would have been very frustrated. The disciples 
of Jesus were looking for the Kingdom to come, and expected it to be an earthly 
kingdom. They did not understand that before the kingdom, the Cross had to be 
endured and triumphed over by Christ. They wanted to cut to the chase, but that was 
not what God was doing in their day. They saw the first fruits of the kingdom, but they 
did not get to put the roof on the building!  
 



We have to hold the truth of ‘the now’ and the ‘to come’ together, and not lose one or 
the other from our thinking. We have one eye on the present life and one eye on the life 
to come. Admittedly, much of our time will be spent with daily affairs, work, sleep, 
family, the jobs about the house and garden that never seem to get any fewer, and all 
these things. However, let me be very blunt, if at the end of the week we have had no 
time looking up to God, if we are inclined to ‘neglect gathering together as is the habit of 
some,’ if we have not devoted time to God or only given Him the left overs, a brief 
thought or prayer just as we are falling to sleep, if that is our norm, then we need to 
simplify our lives. What good does it do us to gain the world but loose our souls? There 
are times that we may be distracted, by sickness, or a big project, or some other 
situation, emergency or crisis, but what is our norm? If we are not devoting time to 
looking up to the smiling face of God, then why are we surprised if we sense a frown on 
God’s forehead? As someone once said, seven days without prayer makes one weak. 
 
What else can we then expect of the Kingdom? We know that this world is not the end. 
There is to be a new heaven and a new earth, and chapter 11 has given us a taste of 
this. We can expect resurrection bodies, the leveling of all wrongs, the obliteration of all 
inclination to sin, the removal of the veil that hides God from our view, and the very 
presence of Jesus in our midst and undimmed from our sight. We will share in the 
pleasures of God. C.S Lewis in one of the Narnia stories describes ‘heaven’ as the 
place where we taste food for real for the first time, see colours and hear music for the 
first time, real food, real colours and real music! What will that be like? All of these sorts 
of things are ours to taste in part now, and then in their fullness. 
 
Chapter 12 is composed of two songs, a song that is in the first person, and then one 
which is communal. Both of these songs depict the restored people of God, Jew and 
Gentile together in one body, the Church Militant on the threshold of becoming the 
Church Triumphant! Look at verse 5. The fruit of restoration and coming back into right 
relationship is that God’s people become vocal about what God has done for them and 
they make it known to all the world. This, under any other name, is enthusiastic, joyful 
witness, proclamation and evangelism. Whenever there is spiritual renewal from God, 
there will be a telling of others about God, there will be evangelism of some and all 
sorts. It is one of the tests that can be applied to any claim of spiritual outpouring. If it 
does not have evangelism as one of its consequences then it needs to be looked at 
again and its genuineness is open to scrutiny. 
 
There is one application which I want to leave us with. What is our expectation of the 
promise of God? Are we living as if this world is all that there is and the next life only 
some sort of vague notion, or are we already living in the foothills of what is yet to 
come? Christian history is full of the record of those who lived and died with the sight of 
heaven firmly fixed in view. These are the people who are to be admired, these were 
the blessed of the earth, these were the happy people of which the Beatitudes speak. 
Put down the fiction and take up the reality, look up and see the face of God, and let us 
not be forever and only grubbing around in the muddy lanes of this present life.  
 



I believe that this pandemic is a serious time, not only because of the terrible disease 
circulating in the world, but because of a worse pandemic which rampant in all nations 
and peoples of every age. It is the pandemic of alienation from God. For believers these 
days will result in one of two things. Either we will use the time we have to profit and 
grow in our devotion and knowledge of God. The other thing that will happen is that for 
many it will be a time of drifting from God, and some will not find their way back! 
 
What group will each of us be in? Time will tell, but this is a warning I take with 
seriousness myself. It is time to seek God and not a time to relax and grow careless.    
 
 
 

 
 


