
Sunday 23rd. August 2020 
Isaiah chapters 7-12 

Hope dawns even in the darkness. 
 

We are going to look at the section chapter 7.1 – 12.6 but not all of this in one bite! 
These chapters 7-12 fall into two sections, and they are 7.1 – 9.7 and 9.8 – 12.6. We 
will look at the first section today and the second next week.  

 
We came to the end of Chapter 6 and it left us in a very dark place. Chapter 5 has the 
parable of the vineyard which has as its conclusion two terrible outcomes. The first is 
that to all extents and purposes grace has been expended and there is nothing more 
that God can do with His rebellious and spoiled people. The second conclusion is that 
there is nothing that can be done with the useless vineyard, and that it will have all its 
protections and security broken down and removed and it will be left to a fate of utter 
destruction. 
 
All this is filled out in fuller detail in Chapter 6 where the land of Judah and its cities, 
including Jerusalem, will be utterly ruined and the land will be left like a bomb site with 
not even a tree standing. The picture is of utter ruin, and we have seen the historical 
outworking of this in the Exile to Babylon and then the over-run by the Medes and 
Persians in Old Testament times. However, these prophesies have an immediate and a 
longer range fulfillment, and our generation knows of the overthrow of Jerusalem by the 
Romans in the days of the Early Church. We are also close to those generations who 
lived through the Holocaust and the terrible loss of life and living that the European 
Jews suffered in the years of WW2. It is the duty and privilege of Gentile Christians to 
mourn and pray for the Jewish people. Paul tells us all about this in Romans chapter 9-
11. The return of the Jewish people to their Messiah will mark the close of the age. 
 
However, at the end of Chapter 6 there is a cryptic phrase which seems insignificant, 
and yet it is like a spark from a 10,000 volt cable, or a lightning strike. There is life in the 
root of the felled trees. There is a holy seed which will be the stump in the land. Despite 
all the destruction, there is a remnant of the faithful in the land who will be the seed of a 
renewal and the dawning of a renewed and purified people. It is easy to miss this 
insignificant stump, but it is about this that Chapters 7-12 expands on.  
 
We need to remember that the nature of prophecy is at times to telescope things so that 
things which are far away seem to be near. In this case, the restoration of Jerusalem 
seems to be spoken of as near, yet it still has to undergo many trials, captivity and exile 
before these things spoken of in these chapters happen. However, even within this part 
of the story there is a subtext which gives hope. Chapter 6 begins with Uzziah the leper 
king, excluded from the palace and the temple. He is a metaphor of the nation, sick 
beyond healing and excluded from the presence of God. Isaiah himself in Chapter 6 is 
undone when he is exposed as a man of unclean lips in the presence of the holiness of 
God. However, the fire taken by the Seraph from the altar does not burn and consume 
him in judgment, but cleanses and removes guilt so restoring Isaiah to a place of 
servanthood to God, the very purpose which was to be the glory of Israel. In these 



passages it becomes clear that judgment is never the last word, and what happened to 
Isaiah personally is a parable of what will yet happen in Judah. God Himself will step 
into history and make atonement for sin and redeem a people who are beyond 
redemption. All of this comes from God, the people are powerless to contribute anything 
to what God will do. All of this finds its fullness in Christ and the Cross. Jesus takes the 
burn of judgment to deliver us. 
 
The picture for Judah and Jerusalem has changed. Sin and uncleanliness can be 
atoned for and cleaned. Guilt can be taken away. It is Isaiah who is now the parable of 
the land, not Uzziah. There is hope, but only beyond crisis and judgment. As future 
chapters show, there are sparks of renewal even within the wider field of judgments, 
and this has been the way over the intervening years of Church history. 
 
Chapters 7-12 fall into two sections. These are chapter 7.1-9.7 and 9.8 to the end of 
chapter 12. In these chapters we move from death in Chapter 6.2, to singing in chapter 
12! Today we will pick out some points and applications from chapter 7.1 to 9.7. We will 
not be able to give equal attention to every portion of this large passage, but that does 
not mean that any part is less important than any other. 
 
The first thing to do is to read chapter 7.1 to 9.7. 
 
Things are going to get dark for Judah and Jerusalem before they get brighter, and 
chapter 7 gives us the historical situation at this stage of the story. We have up to this 
point had the declaration by God through Isaiah, that judgment and overthrow is 
coming, but now we are being told what this looks like in the real world. It is one thing to 
be told that your team won the game 6 goals to nil, but it is another thing to see how it 
happens. Perhaps your team were in sparkling form and scored 6 wonderful goals. 
However it could be that the other team had a nightmare game and gave away 
penalties and own goals and so actually lost the match rather than your team winning! 
 
It is one thing to be told that God is going to give us up to judgment, it is another thing to 
recognize what means He is using to accomplish this. This is where the challenge 
comes in. If God appeared visibly and did something, we think that that would be clear 
and recognizable. However God uses means. He uses our foolishness, He uses other 
people or nations to bring discipline, and He intervenes directly to bring about His 
purposes. We, being blind and deaf, see men as trees walking and so scan God’s work 
in vain. The people of Jerusalem did not realise God’s displeasure with them in Isaiah’s 
day, and Jerusalem did not perceive that they had been visited by God in Jesus day. 
We are so blind to the ways of God, and this tends to make us view events to purely 
natural or of human origin. I hope that we have read enough of Isaiah to persuade us, at 
least in part, that there is nothing which is purely of human origin or natural origin. We 
fail to consider the divine hand in affairs at our peril. 
 
 
 
 



The historical situation of Jerusalem.   
 
The year is 734BC and the Middle-East is in a state of turmoil. Assyria under Tiglath-
Pileser III has aspirations to increase its empire and is pushing west and south and 
threatening and entering the borders of Palestine. Syria and Israel have struck an 
alliance with each other with the idea of forming a unified resistance to Assyria. They 
are pressing King Ahaz of Judah to join them. However their plan, should Ahaz not 
consent, was to replace him with a king of their choice. We have here a very tense and 
up to date picture of international conflict and threat and dark plans of regime change 
and overthrow of governments. Ahaz is fearful of invasion by Israel and Syria if he 
refuses to join this anti-Assyrian alliance. However he is equally fearful of joining them 
against Assyria because he does not think they have the ability to withstand this great 
foe.  
 
This could be similar to what we hear on the news each night. Nations jockeying for 
domination and forming all sorts of alliances to position themselves at advantage. I am 
sure many of us are soured by the claim and counter claim of modern politicians and at 
times wonder what are we going to do if Russia and China unite, even while the USA 
and Europe seem to be intent of ripping themselves apart! This was the sort of dilemma 
that Ahaz faced. 
 
This was not only a political and military crisis, but in some ways, unrecognized by 
Ahaz, it was a pivotal point in Judah’s history. Everything looked as if it depended on 
diplomacy and the setting up of right alignment with other nations, and on military 
considerations. This is what appeared to be the facts of the matter. However, Ahaz was 
totally wrong in this. Ahaz decided to try and make an alliance with Assyria. The 
account of this is in 2 Kings 16. He gives a gift of silver and gold, and becomes a 
vassal, a servant, of the Assyrian king. He even visits Damascus and while there he 
sees the altar of the king of Assyria and sends home for a copy to be made. Perhaps he 
hoped to butter up the king or perhaps he thought that if he adopted the religion of 
Assyria, perhaps their god would bring him some luck! It should be no surprise that 
Ahaz is not credited with being a good king, but one characterized as one of rebellion 
and unbelief and idolatry. 
 
All of these actions and decisions which Ahaz did could be considered practical 
statesmanship.  But there was one thing which Ahaz completely underestimated and did 
not take into account. Judah was not just any state, it was a nation chosen as God’s 
own possession, and that God Himself was their King and the appointed kings were 
servants of God and not rulers in their own right! No ruler is a ruler in their own right, 
and especially not Judah’s king. For us all, there is the often repeated question that 
Jesus asked Peter. ‘Who do men say that I am?’ We all face this question even if we 
refuse to give it our attention. If Jesus is the Messiah, if He is God, if He is Saviour, then 
our response to Him should be total and not partial. Ahaz was faced with the same 
choice, either to trust in God first and alone, or to lean on the arm of flesh and hope for 
the best!  
 



What precipitated the pivotal moment of crisis was the word which the Lord spoke 
through Isaiah. When Syria and Israel were threatening Judah (7.1-9) Isaiah came and 
told Ahaz what God said. At this time, Ahaz was shaking in his boots as were all the 
people. They were in a panic at the news of possible attack, they were shaken like the 
leaves of a tree in a storm (7.2). This is a very vivid picture of a state where the people 
were overcome by fear and considered that they were facing the end of the world. I 
don’t know whether you have heard some of the students reacting to the disgraceful 
and inept way the governments of the four nations have handled the exams fiasco. 
Some of the kids, poor things, have been saying things like their lives have been ruined 
and so on. It’s very sad to see these young people so shaken like leaves in the wind, 
but I have news for them. It only seems like the end of the world, it’s not the end of their 
lives. They still have many years to get themselves into real trouble! They just don’t 
have life experience yet, so everything seems an ultimate crisis for now. Sadly, few of 
them, and their parents have faith, and so any adverse wind seems catastrophic. The 
day will come when they see that this life event is only a small matter in comparison to 
what else life will bring. All the more need to pray for our governments, education 
systems and youth. 
 
This panic, this end of the world feeling, pervaded king, rulers and people in Ahaz’s day. 
Isaiah comes and tells them what God says. God says that not only will the Israel-Syria 
alliance not succeed in taking Judah, but in a little while, less time than it takes for a 
baby to grow beyond the toddler stage to be a young child, these two nations of Israel 
and Syria will be no more. (v16) Syria was to fall to the Assyrians in 723 BC, and Israel 
fell to Assyria 722BC. This was a pivotal point for Ahaz and Judah because Isaiah calls 
him to neither fear Israel and Syria nor to make an alliance with Assyria because God 
would protect and stand on behalf of the nation. Take a moment to think about this. At 
one level this sounds utterly naive advice. It sounds like Anne of Green Gables, let’s 
think happy thoughts! However, this would only be true because Ahaz and the people 
had lost touch with God and to them, he did not feature in their calculations. Have we 
heard any people in our day looking at this pandemic and Brexit, the migrant crisis and 
all these things and asking what is God saying through these things? There are some 
who are doing this, but mostly these voices do not feature in Parliament and on the 
BBC. Probably most people in Scotland today would consider such an approach the 
domain of fools! Think, read the outcomes contained in Scripture of those who feared 
and those who acted on faith. Our choice is the same as Ahaz’s. 7.9 Ahaz was warned 
that if he did not stand firm in faith, then he would not stand at all.    
 
Now here is the thing. Given the history we know, and the parables given, it is clear that 
if Ahaz had resigned all options other than faith and trust in God, things would have 
gone differently. I am not saying that all would have been well, because it takes more 
than one act of obedience to cure all the ills. However, it would have been the first step 
back from a far country. The Prodigal son had to take the first step of his journey home. 
The first step was not the only step he had to take, but it was the start of facing and 
going in the right direction. God would have stood by His side of the covenant He had 
given to Judah, to be their God, their provider, defender and champion, even if they had 
not been faithful to their side of the covenant to obey and to trust. Ahaz was faced with 



this dilemma, for which, because of his history of disobedience, he was ill equipped 
respond to. He did not rise in faith, so he fell. Should he trust in God, or should he 
depend on the arm of flesh and his own ingenuity and understanding? The same 
question is valid for us today. In whom do we trust? What perspective do we adopt, the 
media’s, our own, or the Scriptures?  
 
This is a dilemma that we all face. Is God trustworthy or not. Are we His people or not? 
At some stage we need to stop sitting on the fence and decide one way or the other. 
The decision should not be difficult, but it is difficult because the condition of fence 
sitters is one of spiritual deafness and blindness. The decision Ahaz had to make was 
this, whom would he rather have as his enemy, the alliance of Syria and Israel or God?  
Whom did he fear most, the wrath and plans of men, or the wrath of God? Whom did 
Ahaz want to have as his friend? Assyria or God? In the cold light of day, the choice is 
obvious, better to have God as our ally and friend than our enemy. 
 
If you are reading this and you have not decided to go God’s way, now may be your 
moment of decision. We have the evidence from the history of Ahaz, choose this day 
whom we will serve, man and ourselves, or the Living God. To choose to trust man and 
ourselves is to go on the path of destruction. To choose to trust and submit to God is 
the path to life. Therefore, choose life.   
 
However, in the real world and the heat of the situation, this was not clear to Ahaz and 
the people, and they go with their own plan and lean on the arm of flesh. How is it with 
us in Scotland today? I don’t hear our political leaders, or our civil servants, the military 
and even many of the church leaders calling for us to put all our hope alone in God. I 
am not sure many Church leaders could say what trusting God completely and only 
would look like! I think that it would put an end to a lot of what we call church. We might 
sing less and bow lower. I think that there would be an emphasis on the Word and 
prayer. I think that our communion seasons would be transformed into something holy 
and awesome. I don’t think that we would file in and file out in an hour or a little more. I 
think we would stay before God until we were touched or heard from Him. I think we 
would stay and come back again and again until we saw breakthroughs in our lives, 
habitual sin defeated and mortified. I think that we would lay hold of God and not give 
up until we saw our prodigal and careless children, friends and relatives bow the knee to 
Christ. 
 
If any of that is what it means to put all our eggs into God’s basket, then perhaps we 
can see why Ahaz was an utter disgrace and failure as a king under God.  Once again, 
if our government is failing, is sinful, is following a godless agenda, who should be 
praying for them and speaking to them? If not Christians, who will do this? Of first 
importance, prayer for all those in positions of authority.  
 
In Verse 11 of chapter 7 Ahaz puts on a religious face. It is one thing to ask God for a 
sign, and a totally different thing to be told by God to ask for a sign. I hate it when 
people say on the TV that our thoughts and prayers are with such and such. I frankly 
don’t believe there is sincerity from many of such speakers unless there is evidence of a 



life of prayer and faith. As Christians we should be able to say this and mean and do it, 
but often we are no better than those who use the words about prayer as a sentimental 
cliché. Not everyone is guilty of this, but too many of us are. 
 
God tells Ahaz to ask for a sign to help him break into faith. What is at stake at this point 
is stated in verse 9. It is a promise but one with a sentence if disobeyed. It is a crunch 
moment for Ahaz and the city. Either they will stand in faith, but if they do not do so, 
they will not stand at all. They are in a tight spot. They are not well versed in faith and 
obedience and yet they have to make this decision which will determine their future. A 
life line is being thrown to them. This is their last, last chance, to accept grace. However 
their spiritual deafness and blindness is crippling and fatal.  
 
God is not finished even now. He responds to this religious hypocrite and fool by telling 
him that since he has refused the offer of grace by refusing to ask for a sign to stir faith, 
that God Himself will give Him a sign. However it is a mixed blessing. It is not a clear 
sign, but is a sign that makes Ahaz deafer and blinder. He is already under judicial 
hardening. Verse 13 and following we are given the sign of Immanuel. To us this is a 
clear reference to the incarnation of Christ, which is a sign to us. However prophecy has 
an immediate significance as well as future deeper meanings. The sign is of the birth of 
a child, and, as I said before, before this child is out of primary school, the threat of 
Syria and Israel will have passed. The sign will be there for Ahaz to ponder what he has 
missed, and it is almost as if when this all comes about, he will have to admit that God 
was true to His word.  
 
However, because Ahaz has rejected the way of God, he is further told that despite all 
his sucking up to the king of Assyria, Judah and Jerusalem will be taken by Assyria, and 
this came about in 701BC when Judah was all but destroyed. The rest of the chapter 
tells how a remnant will remain in the land living off what grew naturally, but no longer 
being a populous nation. Chapter 8 speaks about destruction and being over-run by 
Assyria and affirms that it is God who calls for that nation to overthrow His people, His 
sour fruited vines. 
 
However chapter 8 blossoms into chapter 9.1-7 with the further revelation of the 
significance of the Immanuel figure. It all flows from the idea of there being life in the 
stump. (6.13) Ahaz would not be true to God, but God would be true to Himself and He 
would raise up a holy remnant of people. God steps in, in His sovereignty, to begin a 
restorative work and calls for this seed, this remnant, to be ruthlessly obedient and 
trusting in Him. Isaiah proclaims God’s absolute sovereignty as He is the Lord of all the 
earth, the high and exalted One who sits on a throne. The Lord is Lord of Israel, but also 
all other nations are His as well. 
 
Chapter 8 begins with the birth of a son by Isaiah’s wife. This is the cryptic sign that God 
gives, and as God had said, before the child has grown to manhood, Syria and Israel 
are swept away by Assyria. Isaiah then addresses the people of Judah in verses 6-8 
and tells them what their fate will be having sought to make an alliance with Assyria. 
Instead of drinking from the gently flowing river of Shiloah, they will be confronted with a 



flood from Assyria. This flood will not stop when it reaches the borders of Judah, but will 
be a wild flood that will rush over the land destroying all before it. This will happen 
because they have not sided with God. 
 
There is more to come, because from verse 9-10, the flood will overthrow other nations, 
however, it will not overcome the faithful remnant that arises from the stump of the tree 
and who rally about Isaiah. There is an important change in wording here also. Up to 
now, God has been referred to as the God of Judah, now He is referred to as ‘God with 
us,’ the remnant. A division is becoming evident between those who have rejected God 
and the remnant who are true to Him. This distinction becomes clearer as we go 
through Isaiah.  
 
Verse 12 forward tells us that this faithful remnant are to be different from the bulk of the 
unfaithful, and are to conduct themselves differently. The New Testament tells us that 
Christians are to be a peculiar people, people who are different, not odd! We are to be a 
holy nation, people devoted to God. In these verses we have the first shoots of this new 
people. The summary of this division between the faithful and the unfaithful is reached 
in verse 18. Isaiah and this group of followers are themselves signs of God’s intent to 
raise up a people for Himself by His working and His power. All of these ideas point 
ahead not only for Isaiah’s day, but to the coming of Jesus the Messiah. 
 
In verse 19 and following we are shown the inevitable consequences that arise when 
people reject God. We are shown this in the second half of Romans 1 where sin leads 
to more sin and so on until there is a downward spiral into greater and greater iniquity 
as God hands us over to our own devices. This is what is being described here. Do you 
not wonder where the New Age ideas come from, the sexual revolution comes from, all 
the talk of fluid genders and the rampant permissiveness comes from? It comes from 
God giving us up to our own ways. In Romans we are told that there would come days 
when not only would people do despicable things, but they would approve of people 
who do so. The inevitable consequence of a people rejecting God is idolatry and 
mediums, sexual license and utter despair because none of these things satisfies the 
human heart or gives the peace and fulfillment that is only found in God. Faithlessness 
brings only gloom and darkness.  
 
Don’t ever let anyone joke with us about Hell. There is no party in hell. It is not a jolly 
place where we get to indulge all the desires of our flesh. It is no laughing matter to be 
bound for hell. There is no party there, only deeper and darker despair and which will 
last forever. 
 
Chapter 9.1-7 
 
Isaiah is looking through the telescope and sees God’s future plan as if it were 
imminent, in the same room as he was. That’s what telescopes do, they make things 
that are far away seem to be near, as if you could reach out and touch them. Think of 
seaman of a bygone age. They would see land through the telescope and would rejoice 
that they were nearing the end of their journey. Having seen land, they felt as if they 



were all but there, and having seen land, they were absolutely convinced that landfall 
would be theirs. 
 
This is what Isaiah is looking at. He is looking for the restoration of all things on the 
other-side of judgment and exile as if it was already near. Because he saw it, he was 
confident and rejoiced in its certainty. All of this will be accomplished through the One 
who was to come. Another way of looking at this is imagining an army which is 
resolutely holding the ground which hears and sees the coming of reinforcements and 
relief. Not only so, but when the battle is won, those who were in the midst of the dark 
days are applauded and honored by those who brought the relief and final victory. The 
darkness is forgotten in the peace that comes. This is what will happen for the holy 
remnant. They will become a new nation, led by the One who is to be born. The 
certainty of all of this lies in the person of God. (9.7) It will not be primarily the might or 
enterprise of men who will assure this outcome, but the Sovereign might and design of 
God. 
 
Even as the darkness deepens around Judah, for those who have eyes to perceive, 
there is the first glimmer of a new dawn, be it ever so faint, on the horizon far away in 
the eastern sky.  
 
What lessons and principles can we draw from these chapters other than the questions 
I have mentioned as we went through? 
 
I spoke about fence sitting, but spiritually there is no such thing, We are either of one 
side or the other, we are either walking in a way that is bringing us closer to God, or on 
a path which is taking us further away from Him. We saw how Ahaz, with every step of 
unbelief and rebellion made it harder and less likely that he would return to God. It is the 
same with us, we are either growing or starting to rot from the root up. We must not fool 
ourselves thinking we are ok when in fact what we are doing is running on momentum. 
This will eventually cease and we will be washed downstream. Read the Pastoral 
Epistles, and we read about people who had once been members of Paul’s apostolic 
team, but had gone away. Paul speaks of one such person in a brief and tragic 
sentence. Demas (2 Timothy 4.10) departed from Paul because he ‘loved this world.’ 
Paul tells us to examine ourselves to see if we are ‘in the faith.’ We all need to do this 
and not presume because we have been a minister or a church member since we were 
children that all is right with our souls.     
 
In our daily lives decisions do not often seem straight forward. Life is difficult. It is often 
not easy to see the wood for the trees. What appears as one thing from the position on 
the field of battle may not be accurate in the overall scheme of things. I can remember 
one rugby match I was in. I was a prop forward and often was given the ball on short 
penalties to try to crash over the line for a try. However, in this particular match there 
was not much crashing over the line, just crashing! I was bruised and bumped and 
thought we were getting the worst of it. At that point our teacher/coach shouted from the 
side-line that we had the other team on the run, and we had, because all of the play and 



crashing was at their end of the pitch. We won the match. It is important that we have a 
larger view of events from a better vantage point, and that better view is God’s view. 
 
We are prone to knee jerk reactions, assumptions that we see it as it is, that things are 
beyond our control and we panic and try all options. For those of us who believe, 
chapter 9.19 is a key word, 
 

‘Should a people not enquire of their God?’ 
 

Yes, we should enquire of our God, and do this first, not as a last resort. I admit that in 
our ground level view of life so many things look uncertain, and we are so used to going 
our own way. However, if there is only one thing we take away from the history of Ahaz, 
it is this, that his way failed miserably and the consequences of being wise in his own 
eyes, or grabbing the tiller in panic, was that the outcome was completely other than 
what he wanted. Trust in the Lord with all our heart is the challenge, and let Him direct 
our course.  
 
Lastly, let the challenge of 7.9 stay with us, haunt our thoughts and dreams. 
 

‘If you do not stand firm in your faith, 
you will not stand at all.’ 

 
Faith is not the choice of wimps and weaklings. The world and the devil snigger at faith, 
but it is faith which has the victory. We have to struggle many times to act in faith when 
all the voices around us are screaming out ways contrary to God’s ways. However, this 
is why the histories of people are recorded in Scripture, to show us that the devices of 
our own manufacture are like building on sand. To build on rock requires faith, and this 
faith is logical and sensible, not because of who is acting on faith, but because of God 
who is the object of faith. To whom should we go when something is not working? 
Should we ask the maker, or should we ask someone else who has no knowledge of 
the device. We take a broken down car to the garage, not the hair dresser. We go to the 
doctor when we are unwell, not to the fish shop. When life is in turmoil or decisions of 
life are urgently requiring a decision, we should turn to God, not to a horoscope or a 
reader of tea leaves! 
 
    
     
 
  
 
 
 
 


