
Sunday 26th July 2020 
An introduction to Isaiah 

 
Someone has said that the book of Isaiah is to the Old Testament what the book of 
Romans is to the New Testament. Romans was the book that brought Martin Luther to 
faith and life. Before seeing that it is God who justifies the unrighteous by grace alone, 
he had struggled with a bruised and bleeding conscience which no amount of self-effort 
in good works, monastic discipline and endless confession could heal. He tells us that 
he would spend hours confessing his sins in the confessional, and then when he left he 
would feel such pride in the fullness of his confession that he would have to turn about 
and confess his pride! It wore him out and also the priest who heard his confession! He 
was sent out of the monastery to teach. It was while the preface to Luther’s 
Commentary on the book of Romans was being read that John Wesley felt his ‘heart 
strangely warmed,’ and he passed from a life of self-effort to living by grace. Isaiah is a 
book of severe discipline and great promise of mercy and restoration. It is a book which 
can be a medicine to heal the human soul and that of a nation. 
 
In chapter 6, Isaiah has an experience of calling and commission, and becomes the 
prince of the Old Testament Prophets. Isaiah may have been of noble birth because 
through the book, he seems to have had ready access to the royal courts and had the 
ear of many of the kings in Jerusalem. Any Bible Dictionary will give a good background 
to the text of Isaiah, the dates and history which is the backdrop to the prophecy. 
However I do not want to spend time on this background, but to look at the message of 
Isaiah and its absolute relevance to us today. I will fit in the background as needed. 
 
1 Corinthians 10.6 tells us that the history of Israel is given so that we will not go wrong 
as they did. Isaiah is a supreme example of this as it tells us of God’s dealings with a 
people who have swerved far off their true course, and how God brings them back. 
Isaiah is a great sweeping book of rich spiritual food, strong medicine, severe correction 
and the promise of future restoration. It is rich in its descriptions of God and His 
dealings and ways with His people in that age and all ages. I have recently spoken of 
the vital importance of learning about God and His ways, and that this can only happen 
by God revealing these to us. Isaiah tells us that God is the Creator of all, and as such 
all sentient beings owe Him absolute allegiance and honour. 
 
In Isaiah we learn that He is an unbeginning end that He is eternal, infinite and 
boundless, and every attribute He has revealed in the Scriptures is characterized by 
being infinite, eternal and boundless. God’s mercy and grace, His justice and holiness 
are all infinite, eternal and boundless. This makes God who He is, the One who is the 
centre of everything, who is the first and last, the One who is to be first above all. Sadly, 
the book of Isaiah shows us what life becomes, and we become, when anything other 
than God is at the centre of our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
 
One of Isaiah’s favourite titles for God is the ‘Holy One of Israel,’ and holiness is 
displayed in its fullness in this book. Isaiah sees God as the creator of all, the sustainer 
of all, the God who choses and calls a people for His own to be His ambassadors to the 



whole earth and heralds of His grace and salvation. It tells us of the continual failures of 
the people to be who they are meant to be, and of God’s response. After appealing to 
them and drawing them by cords of love to no avail, He will punish and break them 
down. Then He will raise up His Servant who will establish a New Covenant with a 
remnant and so bring God’s purposes to a fulfillment. This takes us from the first day of 
creation, to the end of the ages and a new heaven and earth. Truly, the vision of Isaiah 
is a glorious epic. The people continually fall and fail, rebel and go their own way, but 
God does not fail and brings all to the conclusion He plans, a glorious people with Him 
forever.  
 
It is not enough just to read the book. The purpose is to confront us with truth, with an 
exposure of our sin, a revelation of God’s grace to deal with it, and to show us what we 
must do to live in a way which is pleasing to God who is the perfection of beauty and 
terrible in His incandescent holiness.    
 
I will probably not deal with every chapter over the next while, but today will serve as an 
introduction to the introduction of Isaiah. Chapters 1-5 are an introduction to the whole 
prophecy. Old Testament prophecy always had relevance to the immediate situation in 
which it was uttered, but also had the function of a longer view to future times, and even 
an ultimate end where the final glories of the Lord are displayed. Prophecy often 
telescopes events, so things are spoken as if present or immanent which in fact are yet 
a long way ahead, and this needs to be kept in mind. 
 
The ministry of Isaiah was conducted over many years and he saw many troubled 
times. There were attempted alliances with other nations and threats and attacks from 
others. There were days of extreme religious activity with times of gross idolatry, and 
yet the people thought that things were fine even as the nation swirled around the plug 
hole before disappearing down the drain to Babylon!  Let’s begin looking at this 
wonderful book, turn to chapter 1. 
 
Verse 1 
The story opens with a description of the nature of what Isaiah will give us, it is a vision. 
It concerns Judah and Jerusalem and it covers many years. It is a vision not because it 
is something ethereal that Isaiah has had in a dream, but because God has anointed 
him to see the current situation in Judah and Jerusalem from His perspective. Isaiah is 
a man whose eyes God has opened to see as He sees, and to understand 
contemporary issues as God understands them. It is this that made the prophets such 
difficult people. They never seemed to be enthused by what enthused the people. They 
were often accused of being treasonable because they spoke out fearlessly and more 
often than not condemned the very things that people were doing which they thought 
were wonderful! What could be better than a busy temple with lots of sacrificing and 
celebrations? Would that not please God? Apparently not! The first chapter consists of 
three rounds of indictment passages set as directly spoken to him by God. Each one is 
followed by the words of Isaiah applying them. Isaiah brings both the word of the Lord 
and its significance as applied to the people of his day. The word of the Lord is 
proclaimed and then preached. 



 
The bulk of the population were people who saw their world in an essentially secular 
way. If a nation arose against them, then it looked to military might as a response. If 
there were tensions and threats, they looked to form alliances with other nations for 
strength in numbers and for economic purposes. Socially, they were fashion conscious 
and adopted the customs and outlooks of other nations. What they did not do was to 
live and reckon with the reality that they had a God who had made promises to them 
and who had requirements of them. They had separated the sacred from daily life. They 
were a ‘modern people’ who saw only cause and effect in terms of natural laws but had 
lost the awareness of a Sovereign Lord who ruled the course of history, and in 
particular, theirs. They did not see the spiritual realities and power behind all worldly 
events. They did not know the ways of God and had forgotten their history. They did not 
see that a command and promise of God obeyed would bless, but the same commands 
and promises would turn into judgments if they disobeyed and rebelled against God  
 
Verse 2. 
Isaiah speaks as if he were the clerk in a court room. He calls heaven and earth as 
witnesses to observe the proceedings. The case is called, God verses Judah and 
Jerusalem. Why such a dramatic opening? It is because it is God the infinite, eternal 
and boundless One who is personally bringing His case against Judah and Jerusalem, 
and ultimately against every people and nation of the world. Only absolute Sovereignty 
can do this, so it is a momentous event. Today people talk as if God is only a ‘godlet,’ 
one of many gods, a god of some people but not of all. This is not the God of Scripture. 
He towers over any other pretender and is Lord of the heavens and the earth. As such, 
this is a monumental trial. Only God can summon the heavens and the earth. The UK 
finds it hard enough to get someone extradited from the USA, but the Lord summons 
the Earth, and it jumps to attention! 
 
Verse 2b-3 
The first utterance from God is from verse 2b to the end of verse 3. Here in a few words 
is a summary of Israel’s history from Adam and Abraham to the present. God has raised 
and brought up children. He raised them in Egypt and brought them up to inherit the 
Promised Land, a land of milk and honey, a good land and a fertile land. However, 
rather than living in harmony with God in obedience and trust, they became prodigals 
and did their own thing. They wanted a king so that they would be ‘like other nations.’ 
They did not understand that the Lord was their King and as such they could not be just 
like any nation! They did this despite all that God had done for them and the promises 
He had made to them of future as well as past and present blessing. Ungrateful bunch!  
This is expressed most graphically in a frequently repeated phrase in the book of 
Judges, ‘each man did what was right in his own eyes.’ This could be similar to situation 
ethics, but it was not the morality of the Law and Testimonies. God compares them 
unfavourably with beasts of burden, dumb beasts. What would we think if someone 
compared us to an ox or a donkey? They know their place and function, but Israel did 
not know. People who were meant to be members of the Father’s household had 
become pig feeders in a far country. They had ceased to live up to their high privilege 
and calling. They were not living well. This must have been a shock to the people, but 



an even greater shock was to come where Isaiah calls them Sodom and Gomorrah. 
V10. The older I get and the more I learn of God and His ways, I see that I have not 
lived well. However even in the realizing of this I have a greater discovery of the 
astonishing grace of God who has been so patient, faithful and merciful to me, an 
ungrateful brat. 
 
Verses 4-8 
These verses are an expansion on the very words of God. Isaiah speaks, but it is the 
voice of the witness corroborating the charge God has brought against His rebellious 
people. The people may not have liked the diagnosis, but given their social and political 
situation, they could not deny that the nation was in a state. Foreign nations had 
despoiled them and besieged them. It was as if the nation had been mugged and 
robbed because they had wandered into an unseemly part of the town where unseemly 
things and wicked people abounded. (v5ff) They had willingly put themselves into a 
dangerous place and the consequences were plain for all to see.  
 
Today we talk of trade wars and inflation, of inequitable dealings with others. There are 
plagues and scandals at personal, national and international levels. The worldly wise 
see only ‘natural’ cause and effects, but Isaiah lifts the lid, and underneath it all arises 
from rebellion to the ways off God. Let me ask you this. Look at verse 6. 
 
‘from the soul of your foot to the top of your head there is no soundness – only wounds 

and bruises and open sores, not cleansed or bandaged or soothed with oil.’ 
 

Does this not describe so much of our life today?  We have floods, fires, plagues, 
deaths from curable diseases because medicines are scarce in many countries. There 
is conflict and cold wars all over, morality and honesty is dying if not dead, and yet we 
tell ourselves that all is fine! God had a case for Judah to answer, and God has a case 
for Scotland to answer today. The nation that was once known as the land of The Book, 
is now known for its moral decay. We must not compare ourselves with other lands so 
as to excuse ourselves, but face the charge brought against our own land and our own 
Church. Things are not well. Unless God leaves a godly remnant to be future seed for 
rebuilding, then we would be doomed. (v9) 
 
It is probably important at this stage to look to another stream that flows through the 
book and that is that judgment and breaking down is never the end of the story. God 
applies His Word, which is judgment, in order to remove the filth and disease so that He 
can renew and rebuild. Judgment often proceeds mercy as winter precedes spring, and 
ploughing precedes harvest. 
 
The River Kelvin which flows through the center of Glasgow used to be a dirty and filthy 
open sewer where people dumped their rubbish. A number of years ago, a group 
formed a fishing club and waded into the stream and pulled out all the shopping trollies 
and garbage and now there is a clean little river in the city centre that has Trout and 
Salmon swimming in it. The thing is that the garbage and filth had first to be dealt with 
before health and life could be imparted, and spiritually, it is no different. When a people 



has rebelled and gone their own way, the rubbish has to be cleansed out before God 
will impart life. This is what much of Isaiah is about. It is important for our purposes that 
we see that when God acts, it is not because He delights in judgment, but because He 
has purposes to do us good, and this means to make us holy. The surgeon must first 
cut if the gangrene is to be removed. The splinter must be excised before the plaster 
can be applied, the cut has to be cleansed or else infection will set in and the limb be 
lost. God will always have a remnant to reseed a nation, this is His way. 
 
Think about these verses which tell us of God’s charge against Judah and Jerusalem. 
There is a severe indictment in these words in verses 2 and 3, but there is more. Can 
you hear not only the anger but also the heartbreak of a father whose child has gone far 
wrong? I remember a day as a young teen when I had insulted my father. Unknown to 
me, he had rushed out of the house to go to a doctor’s appointment and had not waited 
to give me a lift into town as I was slow to be ready. I said some unkind things to him. 
Later I discovered that he had been diagnosed with a heart condition. I met him in the 
Main Street later that Saturday morning. As we passed I said hello, but he glared at me 
with tears in his eyes because he was angry with me, but also so disappointed and hurt 
at my callousness. Can you see this, strange as it is, we alone in all of creation can 
somehow deeply grieve the heart of the Father. This is what had happened here. This is 
the worst part of sin, the grieving of the heart of the Father who has given us life and 
only desires our good. Like sloppy teens, we think we know it all and know it best! 
 
The second round begins at verse 10 and continues to verse 20. 
 
God addresses the religious condition of the people of Judah and Jerusalem. The 
people loved their temple, and they were busy when it came to their religious practices. 
Offerings were plentiful, there was a regular and large footfall. However, this was not a 
thing that gave any pleasure to God. Verse 11. 
 

‘I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.’ 
 

These words sum up every religious festival and act from the Passover to the Day of 
Atonement. These were festivals which God had specifically commanded, but now He is 
saying that they are nauseating to Him. This is not a command or reason to do away 
with the very religious forms and festivals that God Himself had given the people, it was 
a comment on what they had done with them. The people would be shocked to hear 
this, so what had gone wrong? It was all a show. They were religious on the outside but 
inside they thought differently. What they thought was this - ‘Throw God a bit of religion 
because that is what He likes and that will shut Him up! Do religious stuff, but don’t 
bother about our hands being covered in blood, in sin and in evil deeds. Don’t worry that 
we don’t care about the fatherless and widows, and keep on doing wrong. Greed is 
good, evil is fine, balance it out with a bit of religion and sacrifice. Pray when we want 
something or we are in trouble, but otherwise be merry and go on in our own sweet 
way.’  
 



This is how the people thought, but they did not see that God was about to spit their 
lukewarm and heartless religion out of His mouth. They thought that God needed their 
religion, they did not see that it was they who needed God and the sacrifices. They did 
not see that a God of piercing holiness required sacrifices offered with heart and soul to 
cover and protect them from His holiness which would consume them in its purity and 
heat.  
 
Verses 18-20 are the words of a Father reminding His sons that if they live in the 
Father’s House with Father’s rules they will enjoy all the blessings and plenty of the 
house. However, if they persist in rebellion and evil, like the Prodigal, they will end up 
wanting to eat pig swill because of hunger and poverty.  
 
One reason why alcohol and drug misuse is so prevalent is because people want to 
drown out the noise in their hearts which tells them that they are far from the Father’s 
House and are not living well. People will turn to anything to dull the heart and soul pain, 
but God offers the opportunity to return and to be welcomed back to His home. There is 
no failure which is fatal for God. We may die, but gain eternal life. The thief on the Cross 
beside Jesus had squandered his life, but at the last gained eternity. There is no sin 
which is beyond the cleansing of the Blood of Christ, in fact that is why Jesus died, to 
save sinners.  
 

‘Come sinners to the gospel feast, 
Let every soul be Jesu’s guest. 
Ye need not one be left behind, 

For God has bidden all mankind. 
 

Paul and Jesus both confronted religion which was spurious. The religion of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees was all about external formalities which required nothing of 
the heart. Paul in 2 Timothy 3.5 advises Timothy regarding such people, and this was in 
those who frequented the Church!  
 

‘- having a form of godliness but denying its power.’  
 

James also has something to say regarding false and true faith. James 1.27 says, 
 
‘Religion that God the Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 

and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.’ 
 

Even in the early Church there was much which was false and a show for its own sake. 
God will even reject prayer if we pray with no intention of giving up our evil ways. Now, 
before any of us get dejected by the fact that we sin and will do so until we get new 
bodies, let me explain what this means. The old puritans used to talk about ‘careless 
sinners.’ These were people who had no scruples about sin. They did not think that sin 
was of any great consequence. This attitude is manifest today by people who try to 
persuade us that since God is love, He will forgive all our sins even if we continue in 
them without a care. However, in a heart which is alive to God, we find that we still fall 



into many sins, but our hearts and consciences are bruised and accuse us. We abhor 
ourselves, our foolishness, our weakness, and we mourn because we have provoked 
and offended the God we desire to love. The careless sinner does not feel these things, 
but the sincere Christian mourns their condition. Paul cries out in Romans 7.24-25,  
 

‘What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
Thanks be to God – through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ 

 
This verse captures the astonishing mystery of God’s grace, that for those who belong 
to Him, even our sin does not nullify our righteousness in Christ Jesus, our justification. 
This gift of grace by faith is the only cure for sin and practically for the removal of the 
guilt of sin, and the power of sin. In essence, sin matters to sincere religion whereas the 
false religion does not smart when it sins. Where are we? Don’t give up! Feeling bad 
about sin constitutes a sign of spiritual life. It is like the dreadful effects of leprosy. This 
disease numbs the nerve endings so that the diseased person could cut themselves or 
burn their hands and they would not feel it. Damage is done, but it is not felt. This is 
disease, not health. A healthy body would hurt if cut and would rapidly recoil if burned. 
Pain is a health response, a safety mechanism to prevent further damage. So with sin. If 
we feel the sting of sin, then we are alive and our spiritual nerves are alive. If we do not 
feel the sting of sin, then it does not bode well for us. 
 
Let me quote two verses from Charles Wesley which I quoted on the recorded message 
of the 26/7/2020. These are astonishing verses from two different hymns. The concepts 
are very meaty indeed because they demonstrate the feelings about sin, repeated sin, 
besetting sin, darling sin, which many Christians of good heart and faith struggle with. 
The conclusion Wesley comes to is that even the worst of our sin enemies are no match 
for the powerful grace of Christ and the power of His cross. Linger on these verses, do 
we have things in our lives or in our family history which we feel we will carry to the 
grave? Do we fall into the same old sins again and again despite tears and prayer and 
making promises to God? Do we doubt our sincerity because we are addicted and 
seem powerless against things we hate, but crave when tempted? Wesley understood 
this either personally or as the good pastor he was. Firstly from the hymn ‘my God! I 
know, I feel thee mine.’ 
 

 ‘Love only can the conquest win, 
The strength of sin subdue, 

(My own unconquerable sin) 
And form my soul anew.’ 

 
From the hymn ‘O God, to whom, in flesh revealed,’ 
 

‘My sin’s incurable disease 
Thou, Jesus, thou alone, canst heal, 
Inspire me with thy power and peace, 

And save me from my bosom sin.’ 
 



If we have things in our lives which we consider unconquerable and incurable, then be 
encouraged, don’t give up, we are in good company. Continue the fight against them, 
and get up when we fall. As Wesley said in another hymn, ‘and if I fall, soon may I hear 
thy voice and know that love is near.’ These are the struggles true religion can and often 
does face. The insincere religious person knows nothing of such soul searching and 
mourning. Whatever else we do, do not make peace with these sins. If the sin is in the 
life of another one close, we do not condemn them out of hand, but exert ourselves for 
their rescue and deliverance. We may have to confront and give tough love, but we may 
not be able to do so without driving them away. Pray and lay our lives down for them in 
secret, but don’t accept as unchangeable something we know is contrary to God’s will.    
 
The people in Isaiah’s days had calloused and hard hearts. They had sinned 
themselves senseless. They made Sodom and Gomorrah look good in comparison to 
them. If God did not step in to bring His word to bear that is, come with its repercussions 
of judgment and discipline someone has said that God would in the last day owe Sodom 
and Gomorrah an apology!  
 
Many today, and in other era’s, think that religion is about us being happy. This is not 
the priority. Religion, worship, prayer is to be all about God and coming before Him as 
He requires, not how we want to do things. Isaiah was rebuking the people for a man 
made religion. Much religion today has more man in it than God I fear. I speak to myself 
first here as we all must do. 
 
Verses 18-20 records God’s calling the people to choose one path or another. It is pure 
grace that offers a way to restoration even after the rebellion, sin and idolatry which the 
people were guilty of. God is even now slow to let the sword fall, He offers His 
outstretched hand once more even as the people refuse His rebuke and offer of life.  
 
The third round of God’s diagnosis of Jerusalem and Judah begins in verse 21. These 
verses contain a dreadful analysis of the culture and morality of the people and also a 
declaration that God will act in His sovereign power to rescue those who respond and 
repent, and break those who continue on in rebellion. Notice verse 25. The picture is of 
the smelter where gold and silver is exposed to searing heat to melt the impure metal so 
that the impurities can be skimmed off leaving a purified substance. How hot is the 
smelting? According to google, gold melts at 1,064 degrees Centigrade! That’s hot. How 
hot can God’s judgment get? Perhaps Pandemic hot, perhaps recession hot, perhaps 
closing down churches hot? If we know the history of Israel in the Bible, have we not at 
times been astonished at what God has done to His erring people. He has done these 
things because He is Holy, they are not. He has looked for gold, and they have given 
Him impure ore. He has looked to see His reflection in the molten metal, all they have 
shown Him is scum and impurities. He has desires to make a crown from the gold, they 
have not been fit to be make into anything! 
 
Verse 21, to the end of the chapter.  
‘See how the faithful city has become a harlot! She that was once full of justice; 
righteousness used to dwell in her – but now murderers!’ 



 
Within my lifetime, I have seen great and terrible changes. In my youth, hardly anyone 
locked their doors or their cars at night. I could park my bike at the swimming pool 
unlocked and forget about it. One time it was there for four days before I missed it and 
retrieved it! Then one time it was not there, and I was shocked that it had been stolen. I 
saw someone a few days later riding it, and ungently took it back! Not so now. My son in 
Australia tells me that bikes are stolen to order and he has a bike lock which cost him a 
couple of hundred dollars because it cannot be cut! Things have changed in a few 
decades. The city and the streets in many places are dangerous places for older people 
and children. I imagine we all still think about Maddy McCann and the dreadful events of 
those years ago. Do pray that for such families as the McCann’s that definite outcomes 
will come. The world is changing at a frightful rate, and many of the changes are 
terrible.  
 
I often wonder how a world so beautiful can also be a place of hideous things. I know 
why this is though. It all comes back to the desperate wickedness of the human heart. 
Verse 4,’ a people loaded with guilt.’ Don’t think that anyone of us is beyond doing 
terrible things. We are fools if we think we know what our hearts are capable of. I have 
heard the stories of many people over the years. I will never forget a colleague of mine 
telling me of a man serving a long sentence for the manslaughter of his wife. At one 
point he said this man said that during a disagreement he ‘just saw red.’ When he came 
to his senses, his wife was dead on the kitchen floor having been pushed hard and 
hitting her head on a hard kitchen surface. The crime only took a moment! The tragedy 
was compounded not only by there being young children in the family, but that up to this 
point the man had been a fine upstanding citizen. Let him who stands take care lest he 
fall. 
 
We need to be ruthlessly honest with ourselves. The only way to do this is to be in the 
Spirit. We see more about this in Chapter 6, because only God can show us our hearts 
and the corrupt thinking of our minds. Isaiah will teach us about this later, and perhaps 
we will pop into some Psalms and get insight from King David. Religious observations 
are no substitute to doing what we must do to put wickedness far from us. As God 
exposes our own hearts to us so that we see more and more of our corruption, then we 
must deal with it ruthlessly. Jesus advises us to cut off and pluck out the offending hand 
and eye. We are to cut off, mortify our sin, not mutilate our bodies. 
 
The chapter comes to an end with the promise of redemption (v27), but it will be with a 
cost. I wonder if the present Pandemic will pass over us with no ongoing consequences. 
I doubt that it will be so. The restoration of the nation will not be without cost to many. I 
also firmly believe that any recovery will be short lived unless we in the Church look to 
ourselves and our ways and take the call for action in 2 Chronicles 7.14 seriously. See 
the written sermon of 25th August 2019. Compare our situation to what a doctor will do if 
an illness does not heal up with a course of antibiotics. The doctor will prescribe a 
stronger treatment to deal with the ongoing infection. What we wouldn’t want is that he 
leave us to let the disease just run its course and take our lives. God will not leave His 
people in their disease, and if the call to repent does not cure us, then stronger 



treatment will be given. Isaiah warns of captivity to come if there is no change in the 
people’s hearts and minds. Jeremiah lived to see the consequences of this stronger 
medication.  
 
 
 
 
For further consideration  
  
Voluntary home work. Put down the puzzles and sudoko and wrestle with these!  
 
Read v2-3. Do you think that the Church are obedient children and that things are fine?  
Can you say what God has done for us, or do we think that He has done little for us and  
so we are only obligated a little? 
 
Read v4. Is our nation a pinnacle of virtue? What changes have you seen in our land in 
your lifetime? What changes do you think are good, and what do you think are doubtful? 
How have these changes affected your understanding of God and your allegiance to 
Him? Are we being conformed to His word, or pressed into the mold of the world, and 
how can we tell the difference? 
 
Read v 5-9. Biblical language can be difficult to apply to our present day as much of it 
assumes an agricultural background. Can we see any parallels in this day in our service 
orientated culture? For example, was the crisis in the banking business a few years ago 
a blessing? Does the crisis in our ecology resonate with Isaiah’s words? 
 
Read 10-20 Do these verses challenge our perception of Church life, or do we think that 
what we do is fully in harmony with God’s desires? What do we, as a church, need to 
address, what do we as individual need to address?  
 
Read v 21-31. What is our take on our Scottish or British way of life and its institutions? 
Are there issues that we think should be addressed?  Are we confident in our justice 
system, education system and so on?  
 
Think of this. If the believing people, the Church, are called to be salt and light, to flavor, 
to preserve and to show the way, how are we doing in this calling? 
 
These are hard questions, I don’t have perfect answers to any and no answers to some, 
but they are worth discussing and researching the Scriptures to get God’s opinion and 
commands regarding them!  
 
  

 
 
  
 



  
 


