
Sunday 19th. July 2020 
   Confidence in the Gospel 

 
We live in uncertain times. We live in times where real news and fake news is almost 
indistinguishable. We live in days where a man’s word is no longer his bond, where 
history, truth and justice seem to be lying dead or bleeding in the streets. We live in 
days where people think truth is a hoax and where lies are the truth. All of this after 
years where truthfulness and certainties have been eroded in all sections of society. 
This has spread to affect almost everything we do. Have you recently tried to go online 
to read reviews of some item you want to buy? It is almost as if every product has its 
fans and its detractors, so which reviews do you trust?  
 
There are so many different causes and pressure groups shouting loudly about their 
cause, and how we all need to change to be inclusive and tolerant to this cause or that 
life style. All these may contain elements that should be noted, but for many of these 
groups, political correctness has gone mad, and the only thing that cannot be tolerated 
is disagreement with the package presented.  
 
It has been years since the camel was swallowed which says that every philosophy has 
truth, and that what we must do is respect the ‘truth’ of others as well as our own ‘truth.’ 
This is in effect to say that there is no truth, no truth which is absolute, because all ‘truth’ 
is relative. I don’t know about you, but if I am about to drive over a bridge, I want it to be 
based on truth which is certain! 
 
That is not how such thinking is presented, but I put it that way to show up the absurdity 
of saying that the only absolute truth is that there is no absolute truth! This of course is a 
self-contradiction in itself. 
 
I am raising this matter because one of the results of these changes in how we think is 
that it denies the possibility that there is such a thing as an absolute truth even in the 
Bible. If the Bible is only ‘one truth’ amongst many, then the Bible has been stripped of 
its authority. If this is so, then all we as Christians can say is that the Bible is the truth I 
embrace, but that what you believe in is as valid as what I believe in. Moreover, if the 
Bible is a relative truth, then why not pick and choose the best bits of many 
philosophies, and this is what has happened in recent decades. 
 
There is a different between saying that everyone is free to believe what they want, and 
saying that despite this, there is absolute truth. People believe that Covid 19 is all a 
hoax, and some have died because of this. Others can believe that the earth is flat, that 
porridge should be made with sugar, and so on. However, the Bible does not present 
itself as one amongst many truths, it presents itself as the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth.  
 
My concern with all this is the effect that it is having on Christians, and on the Church. If 
we hold that all philosophies are equal, and that all views are valid interpretation of 
things, and that there is no such thing as an absolute truth, then we are in trouble. This 



will affect everything we do, and it will lead to the rapid decline in a nation’s morality. If 
we as Christians lose confidence in the absolute truth of Scripture, and the exclusive 
claims of the Gospel, then the Church will continue to lose its function in the world as 
salt and light. It will decline more and more to being just one of many flavourings and 
but a faint glow only observable from periphery sight. 
 
I can remember as a teenager talking to a relative who had been a C.of S. minister. He 
had started a business and was employing staff. He was wanting to employ Christians 
and one person he interviewed was engaged to someone training for the ministry, they 
were living together, but were not married. They planned to marry when looking for a 
parish. My relative was shocked by this ‘truth’ they were following. However since then, 
even more now seems ‘acceptable’ on the grounds of equality and inclusiveness. What 
was once a matter for Church censure and discipline is now considered acceptable! 
Why should anyone bother with a Church which drives a coach and horses through 
Biblical injunction? To hold to the Bible is not an excuse for being censorious or hostile 
to people who espouse a different life style or morality. Jesus mixed with all sorts of 
people, and was criticized for doing so. Jesus mixed freely and comfortably with the 
best and the worst of people, but at no time did He ever compromise the truth. Think of 
the woman at the well. He engaged her in conversation when no-one else would, but He 
still was direct about her relational status. With the Pharisees He was clear and did not 
compromise even though it gave rise to their determination to kill Him. He called their 
religion false and proud. He spoke the truth in love, and the general community of 
people loved Him for it because He was real. 
 
Even saying what I have said will probably be considered by some as old fashioned, 
and denying the rights of others. This is not what I am saying. What I am saying is that 
everyone can in fact live how they like, but I do not have to accept and agree with it. 
Furthermore, if it contradicts the Bible, it is my duty, as far as possible, to make people 
aware that from the Bible’s point of view that they are in a dangerous place. 
 
I fear that in our day, the confidence we have in the Bible and the Gospel has been so 
cast into doubt and has been so hedged about by spurious philosophies that we are no 
longer convinced of the Bibles authority as a guide and rule of faith and life. What is 
more, we shrink from courageous, bold proclamation of the Gospel because of its 
exclusive message. This even began to happen from the early days of the Church and 
has never ceased. It is like an unpleasant infection that comes and goes only to return, 
and sometimes to do so with a vengeance. I think we are in the midst of a bad outbreak 
of doubt and uncertainty, and this at a time when we desperately need the peace of 
God that comes from a strong assurance of His truth.  
 
Galatians tells us of a Church which had begun well, but doubts and other philosophies, 
some old, some new, were encroaching and troubling the people. Paul starts his Epistle 
by hitting a 6 from the first ball. Chapter 1.6. 
 
‘I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace 

of Christ and are turning to a different Gospel.’ 



 
Paul is not saying that there is a different gospel, but speaks in this way to wake the 
people up to their drift from the truth. He is saying that they are living by a different, a 
polluted gospel, even while they think that they are still holding to the true. It must have 
come as a shock to be told that they were deserting Christ! None of us willingly go into 
error, it sort of grows on us and often we are adrift before we realise it. This is what has 
happened to us in these days, and it has been a drift that has been going on for many 
decades. Martyn Lloyd-Jones warned of this in the 1950’s but it has continued despite 
his many warnings and appeals.  
 
Let us look at two short passages. Romans 1.16, and John 14.6. 
 

‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel, 
 because it is the power of God for the salvation 

 of everyone who believes.’ 
 

‘Jesus answered, I am the way, the truth and the life. 
No-one comes to the Father except through me.’  

 
We have here two verses which many people are aware of or know off by heart. We 
have in a few words some extremely important assertions, and in today’s climate, some 
very uncompromising and challenging claims.  
 
Firstly let us consider the text from Romans 1, the words of Paul. The language of 
shame is strange to us. Shame has a very negative sense today, but in times past, 
shame was understood to be an appropriate response to personal failings. The Bible 
tells us that there are things we do that are shameful, and other things that it is 
shameful to even talk about. Sometimes today if a comedian on the TV tells a joke 
which is in poor taste, even by today’s standards, we may say that it was a shameful 
thing to make a joke about, and the TV studio audience mumble disapproval. 
 
However, Paul is using it in a different way as a figure of speech which was common in 
his day. He may have said that he was not ashamed of being a Jew. This did not mean 
that there is anything implicitly shameful in being a Jew, but on the contrary, it was a 
way of saying that he was very honoured and proud of being Jewish. It is a bit like today 
when people say that something is ‘wicked.’ They do not mean that it is bad, but 
awesome! How language has changed over the years. In my youth as a lifeguard, I 
remember being shocked by hearing two older ladies talking in the swimming pool office 
about their younger romantic life. They were talking about some boy they had gone out 
with and one asked the other, ‘did you make love?’ Now in my youth that meant one 
thing, but in their youth it meant, ‘did you give him a kiss?’ They saw my jaw drop, 
laughed and explained the terminology they had been using. Perhaps some of us have 
fallen foul in the USA, where we are often divided by a common language. Tourists 
beware! 
 



Paul is not telling us that there is anything shameful about the Gospel, but that in fact he 
is proud and will boast in it. Paul is proud, confident and up front about the Gospel, 
because the facts behind the message of the Gospel are the power of God which is 
able save all those who embrace it and make it theirs by believing in it. 
 
So the question now is, what is the Gospel?    
This is talked about a lot, and all sorts of ideas exist to boil it all down to a news bite 
size. The shortest one I know is, ‘God made it, man broke it, Jesus fixed it.’ Not very 
satisfactory! The Gospel is the Good News of what God has done for mankind by the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Now, there is much more to it than that, and if 
we really wanted to give the full answer to what the Gospel is, we would probably have 
to say that the whole Scripture is the full account of what the Gospel is. It is about the 
restoration of mankind’s standing with God, and where God has brought us from, and 
where He is taking us. It is the Good News that God has stepped in to history in Jesus 
Christ to bring many from the path of eternal death and placed them on the path of 
eternal life. It is all this and much, much, more. It is this that Paul is enthused and 
beside himself about. God has acted, God has saved, od has Himself done everything 
that is required to change the destiny of those who believe from doom to glory! We 
should be excited about this to, but if we are uncertain of the validity of placing all our 
eggs in the Gospel basket, then we will not be as over the moon as Paul! 
 
The Gospel is not meant to be something that we are shy about proclaiming or feel that 
we cannot speak up to people about in case they know more about science or the 
theory of evolution than we do. The Gospel was proclaimed in a ‘multi-faith’ 
environment in the New Testament, and was accepted because unlike other 
philosophies and religious beliefs, it has the power of God behind it, in it and all through 
it.  
 
Let’s think about the verse from John,  
 

‘I am the way the truth and the life, no-one comes to the Father except through me.’ 
 

This is a very demanding verse. It is not a verse that we can say that we believe a part 
of it, or it is true in this sense or that. It comes as a chunk to swallow or reject. It is not 
like the Curates egg, it cannot be ‘nice in parts,’ it is either true or false. We either 
accept it fully, or we reject it fully. It is an exclusive verse. By its very construction it 
excludes any other way to the Father than Christ, and it has a self-destruct mechanism 
in it when Jesus says that He is the way, the truth and the life. If any one part of this 
verse is false, than all of it is false, if any part of it is true, then all of it has to be true. 
There is no way around this, Jesus is laying down an absolute truth. 
 
Can you see where this is taking us? If this verse is true, then it has real implications for 
us. Firstly, it demands that we take Jesus Christ and the Cross very seriously because 
He is the way, the truth and the life. If we want truth, then we must study the man Christ 
Jesus. He is man and God. How He lived is what truth looks like and how He lived is the 
way to God, the way to live under the smile of God. He is the life. This means that the 



way He walked in life is the way we must walk if we want life, and that brings in all the 
passages about discipleship, faith, self-denial, spiritual disciplines and all the rest.  
 
The disciples wanted to walk as Jesus walked and have the life He had. This is what led 
them to ask Jesus to teach them how to pray. They wanted the same intimacy with the 
Father that Jesus displayed in what He said, did and prayed. Do you wonder why the 
prayer in John was reported so fully? It was because the disciples had never heard 
such praying like this, the warmth, the directness, the intimacy. We can ask Jesus to 
teach us how to live as He lived so that we will walk in the way, the truth and the life as 
it is in Christ. 
 
Secondly, we are told that none come to the Father except through Christ. This is also 
exclusive. There is no way to God the Father except by Christ, and this implies that any 
other way will not bring us to the Father. It did not work for those of the Church in 
Galatia. It did not work for those whom the book of Hebrews addressed, and it will not 
work for us. This means that all religions are not just different paths to the same end.   
 
It is at this point especially that all the talk of being inclusive and valuing all beliefs and 
philosophies brings us to a crisis. If Christ is the only way to God, then all other ways 
are false. Today it is not popular to say this to people, or to imply it to people. There are 
laws being worked on today that may even make the quoting of this verse seem to be a 
‘hate crime.’  
 
Now, it is usually not a very helpful approach to people to start by blurting out that they 
are wrong. Preaching the Gospel is not a license to being foolish or rude and abrasive. 
We are told in 1 Peter 3.15 to always be prepared to give a reason for our faith. We are 
to do this in gentleness and sincerity. We are to be living examples still in the process of 
being shaped and changed by the Gospel. We are to be becoming more bright in our 
light, and salty in our flavor. However, the day must come when we not only show, but 
tell the reason why we are the way we are.  
 
It is easy to live as if it does not matter if we speak up or not. It takes away the fear we 
have of having to nail our colours to the mast. However, telling people about Jesus is 
the way that God has appointed for most to hear the Good News. It is so easy to feel 
intimidated by the unknown. We so often think that people will respond with hostility and 
with all sorts of facts and arguments that we will be unable to answer. Do you remember 
the man who was blind and was healed by Jesus? John 9 has the account. The man is 
called in front of the Pharisees twice and questioned. Verse 25 is the killer reply.  
 

‘One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see.’ 
 

There is no answer to that, it throws it all back on the Pharisees. It is no longer up to the 
man to persuade as to Jesus identity, it is now for the Pharisees to deal with. The 
healed man only knew the one thing and it was this that silenced all the arguments. All 
we have to do is tell what being a Christian has done for us or in us. We don’t have to 



address all the philosophy or issues others have. That may come later, but let’s tell 
people what Jesus has done for us. 
 
My ‘blindness being healed,’ was that in my upper years in school, I was worried about 
pollution, the vast tidal wave of human illness and disease, overwhelmed by the 
complexity of the world and life, and was searching for something that made sense of it 
all. A couple of the English teachers were feeding me books and plays and poetry as 
the way to understand life. One teacher was a stoic, and a real cheery chappy. If he did 
not like my essays that I wrote voluntarily on my reading, he would just bin them. The 
other teacher who was into plays gave me plays that were about as cheery as a wet 
night in Belfast. Ever read a play called, ‘Waiting for Godot’ by Samuel Becket? The 
only excitement in it is that between acts is that a few leaves have fallen from the tree, I 
kid you not! 
 
None of this helped. It was only after hearing a simple Gospel account at a Scripture 
Union Camp that I ‘found Jesus.’ I have since learned that He had been at work in my 
life for years. I had been a church goer, but had listened but never heard the minister. I 
heard him after that though. 
 
The exclusivity of the words of Jesus are the consequence of truth. They are not spoken 
to attack others, but to precipitate a truth encounter, a truth encounter with Jesus. 
These words are not a reason to reject people of other views or religions, but are there 
to show us the urgency of telling others. They are not given to beat people down into 
submission so that they will admit defeat and so admit that Christians are right and they 
are wrong. They are given to give hope that there is in fact a way to God, that there is a 
truth that is as solid as a rock and that there is a life which is given by Christ. 
 
For me, in my teens, this was good news because it meant that I was not left alone to 
try and make sense of a world which did not make sense. As one who is well on in life, I 
wish that I had done better with what I was given, but many feel that way as they grow 
and see the riches of Christ and the riches they have missed or squandered. Perhaps 
this is why tears will be wiped away at the final day. Perhaps it is only when we see the 
Lord Jesus Christ as He is, that we will see something of the fullness of His love and His 
grace, and so see how loathsome our sin was and how rich were the resources we 
could have had. However, after the tears are wiped away, the joy will be beyond 
imagination! 
 
The Gospel has such promise both for this life, as long as it may be, and for eternal life. 
The Gospel is a wonderful story and a wonderful open secret, which we should delight 
in sharing with any who will listen and engage with us. It is the story of Jesus, but also a 
simple story of how Jesus came into our lives and what He has done. Therefore, seek 
to understand as much as we can about the Gospel. We don’t have to tell others 
everything we know in one go, and be assured of the truth, that when this story is told, 
we should not be surprised, but expect that sometimes, the power of God will fill the 
story and that others will come under the converting power of the Good News about 
Jesus.        


