
Sunday 21st. June 2020 
God’s Cure 

 
Anyone who has read through the Old Testament as a history or a story will have come 
across several major themes, and may have come to some conclusions. Difficult 
literature, where both the language and the settings are different from ours today, needs 
to be read with thought. For example, when passages in the OT talk about the drying up 
of oil and wine, and of droughts and locust plagues, unless we understand what the 
significance of these are, we will be hard pressed to understand what was happening in 
the nation of Israel, or how it applies to us today. When oil and wine, and drought and 
plagues are mentioned, it refers to catastrophic events in the economy of the nation. 
Sometimes these events are precipitated by the threat of invasions by foreign powers, 
and sometimes they are caused by climate disruptions. Those are the agents of the 
crisis, but for those who are believers, and for those who have read the Book and are 
beginning to understand that all of life has an unseen spiritual root, then it is the hand of 
God that is behind all. This is why it is so important to make the study of the Person of 
God and His ways a prime function of our lives. To keep going along a wrong road will 
never get us to our destination, so if we ignore the spiritual nature of life, we will always 
go wrong! If we do not have some knowledge of the ways of God, we will come to 
wrong ideas about Him. 
 
An observation we can draw from the OT is that this world is a world of grace from start 
to finish. God made us, God provides for us, God fills the world with life and growth and 
abundance. Many people may amass huge fortunes and build business empires, but 
there is still enough for all if it were not for our greed and heartlessness. All of the 
abundance of the earth is by the grace of God. The poverty and need comes from what 
we do with it. 
 
Another observation that we can make is that God is the Sovereign of all the earth. 
Whether we look at Psalm 2 or Psalm 50, the Bible declares in no uncertain terms that 
God is the God of all peoples. He is the creator and sustainer of all, and so has total 
claim to our allegiance. Psalm 50 verse 1. 
 

‘The Mighty One, God the Lord, 
Speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.’ 

 
God summons all the earth, not just Churches and Christians, He is the Lord of all. 

 
Another conclusion that we can make is that God acts to discipline His people if they 
become faithless. The heart is prone to err even after all that God has done for them in 
creation, rescues and salvations. The whole of the world is a world of grace, the world is 
not a God-forsaken place, but it is humanity which is blind and deaf to God’s overtures 
of love. We read of God calling Abraham and making great promises to him. We read of 
God making promises which He sealed with a covenant, a divine contract. The basic 
structure of these covenants can be found in Deuteronomy 28. God would do thus and 
so with His people, and in turn, they would have a part to play. They would be obliged to 



live to God’s glory, to hallow His Name. Sounds familiar doesn’t it! The covenant would 
have promises and blessings, and also declare the consequences, the penalties, that 
would befall the people if they did not adhere to the terms of the covenant. When we 
sign a lease to rent a home, we become entitled to live in that home. However we are 
under obligation to pay the rent and if this is not done, then there are consequences. So 
it is with the Covenant God has made with humanity. The rest of the OT is the story of 
the Israelite people’s frequent lapses and falls into all sorts of faithlessness to God and 
their repeated idolatry. Hosea, as we said last time even tells us the people departed so 
far from God that they attributed to other gods, and to their own ability, all the provisions 
that God had given them.  
 
After calling out to them to return, over many generations, God eventually stopped 
wooing them, and began to discipline them. Since they would not be drawn back to Him 
with cords of love, He let loose His anger and judgments upon them. See the last 
verses of Psalm 95. 
 
Isaiah was one of the prophets who lived to see the beginning of the discipline of God 
let loose upon the nation. He prophesied the fall of Jerusalem, the exile, and the 
eventual return of a remnant to the land. A representative passage of this stage of the 
people of Israel can be found in chapter 10 of Isaiah.  
 
In this passage God speaks to His people by Isaiah, and tells them that He is bringing 
the powerful nation off Assyria against them. Assyria did not realise that God had raised 
them up to use them as an agent of His temporal judgment. This resulted in that 
become proud and over-zealous in their destruction of Jerusalem. In turn God judges 
them. Being used by God should be a reason for great godly fear and humility, not for 
national or individual pride and self-glorying. However, here is the crux of the matter. 
Assyria was the rod which God Himself appointed to discipline His people.  
 
Verse 5.       
                                    ‘Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, 

In whose hand is the club of my wrath!’ 
 

Verse 12 
 

‘When the Lord has finished all His work against Mount Zion and Jerusalem,  
He will punish the pride of the king of Assyria for the willful pride of his heart 

And the haughty look of his eyes.’  
 

This is the crux, what was at the root of all this? It was God’s wrath, God’s plan, God’s 
doing. The nation of Assyria was the instrument which God raised up, but it was all the 
doing of God. We need to see this and understand, that God is due the worship and 
obedience of every person who has ever lived, by reason of Him being the creator of all. 
Believers are even more so indebted to God. Not only do we owe our existence to His 
grace, but our salvation! We need to understand that God is not a tame God. He is not 
some decrepit, weak and aged being who has been left behind by our technology and is 



out of touch with our new and modern morality and norms. We may become more and 
more ‘un-holy’, but God never decreases in His holiness. In actual fact, there is nothing 
new about all the trendy stuff that our age is so proud of. It has all come and gone 
before. In fact, much of it was dealt with in the past by God intervening with the rod of 
discipline and judgment. There is nothing new in the heart of man, just the same old 
corruption and attempts to dethrone God by declaring that this or that is our right, and 
proof of the advance and ascension of man! I don’t know how anyone can still hold to 
an ascent of man philosophy if they watch the news or read the papers! 
 
So let me review where we have got to now. God is free, and the Bible tells us that He 
has often acted in history to rescue His people and shower goodness and grace on 
them. We also see, that it is almost a recurring disease of heart which leads people to 
depart from God, His Person, His Law, and His praise. If we will not follow after God, 
and if we will not be drawn to God by His love and grace, then He is free and righteous 
to use the Rod of discipline and judgment, to get our attention. We see this in both the 
OT and the New Testament, and all of God’s acts are because of His loves. 
 
If you can see what I am saying up to this point, well and good. If you don’t understand 
or if you need more time to consider or read the OT with these thoughts in mind, then 
stop reading here. It is important to move cautiously and with understanding of the 
Scriptures in all this. The last thing that I am interested in is people either agreeing or 
disagreeing with the argument, and then doing nothing about it. I have said a couple of 
times that Christians hold the initiative in the world, it rarely looks like it, but it is by 
prayer that this is so.  
 
The late Derick Prince wrote a book years ago called, ‘Shaping History by Prayer and 
Fasting.’ It is a good book, but the title is wonderful!  All of what I am trying to say will 
have huge implications for how we live if we rise to it. Therefore, think about these 
matters before you pass on if in doubt of what I am saying. 
 
We turn now to a text which I have had in mind from before Easter. For many 
Christians, it is a well-known passage and has received attention in many different 
ways. In my late teenage years, there was a musical presentation of this passage and 
its teaching, Jamie Owens, ‘If my People,’ the musical. Some of my friends sang in this, 
and it was performed in many countries over a number of years.  
 
The passage is found in 2 Chronicles 7.11-22, but especially verse 14. 
 

‘If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and forgive their 

sin and will heal their land.’ 
 

If we have never learned many verses as Christians, then this is one we should commit 
to our memories.  
 



The idea of there being a cure for the waywardness of God’s people, or of God’s people 
seeking to avert some great judgment, or seek some great mercy from God, is far from 
new. We have it here several centuries BC, we have the Lord’s Prayer, various appeals 
by Paul to call believers to serious prayer, and the whole tenor of Scripture is that God 
desires us to be a people who trust and rely on Him completely in our daily living and 
pilgrimage to heaven. We are to keep in step with the Holy Spirit, and are to follow after 
Jesus daily, embracing His Cross and taking up our own cross every day.  
 
In the history of the Church, the Scottish Presbyterians in the 1700’s formed ‘concerts of 
prayer’, where congregations agreed that on a certain Sunday each month they would 
each gather in their own churches and pray for the Church and Nation. News of this, 
and a copy of this call reached New England, and its most famous minister, Jonathan 
Edwards did the theology of it. He published a little book entitled, 
 

An humble attempt 
 to promote  

explicit agreement and visible union of God’s people, 
in extraordinary prayer, 

for revival of religion and advancement of Christ’s kingdom on earth.’ 
 

The ‘Directory of Public Worship,’ the hand book, as it were, of the Presbyterian Church 
has as one of its sections, ‘Concerning Publick Solemn Fasting,’ in which it says, 
 

‘When some great and notable judgments are either inflicted upon a people, or 
apparently imminent, or by some extraordinary provocations notoriously deserved; as 
also when some special blessing is to be sought and obtained, publick solemn fasting 
(which is to continue the whole day) is the duty that God expecteth from that nation or 

people.’ 
 

The Moravian Brethren had a prayer watch which, with a few lapses, continued for over 
100 years, and there have been and are many prayer initiatives abroad in the Church 
today. To respond to a call to seek God in prayer, with or without fasting is not a new 
idea, it has been about for a long time. It was once so well known that people got blasé 
about it, and Isaiah spoke from God to correct their misuse of it. The key is that it must 
come from our hearts and have the result that we change our behavior. You can read 
about this in Isaiah 58. However I want to begin to open up this Chronicles passage and 
look at it in more detail over the next while.  The first few chapters of 2 Chronicles is 
worth reading, and I will point out some of the features of it first. 
 
The background to all this is the completion and dedication of the temple that Solomon 
built. Chapter 1.1 tells us that God established Solomon’s kingdom and rule. Verse 5, 
we read that Solomon was a devout man because he led the people in seeking God. 
Verse 7-11 tells us that God appeared to Solomon at night and there is the exchange 
where Solomon chooses wisdom and knowledge as a gift from God. God adds to that 
riches and long life! Chapter 2. Solomon purposes to build the temple and a palace for 



himself. The next chapters tell us about the items made for the temple, its dimensions 
and sections.  
 
Chapter 5. The Temple is finished and the people and officials are summoned to bring 
up the Ark of the Covenant to the Temple. The Ark contained the two tablets of the Law 
as received by Moses on the mount. These laws were binding on the people and were a 
statement and description of the holiness of God. The Ark was installed in the Most Holy 
Place of the Temple, the inner section which the High Priest alone could enter, and then 
only once a year. It was the place for God to dwell in, and it was in the midst of His 
people. This coming of God to dwell with the people was demonstrated to all that day 
when the presence of the Lord came down and smoke filled the Temple, and all the 
ceremony had to stop! They did not need to continue the ritual because the whole 
purpose of the Temple was realized by God presencing Himself in the midst. He came 
down to ‘Tabernacle’, to dwell, to make His resting place in the midst of His people. As 
an aside, there was the presence of God in the Most Holy Place, in which was the Ark 
containing the Law of God, the Ten Commandments. The presence of God, holiness 
and the Word, the Law of God can never be separated. These will always be together, 
and where the Word and holiness is absent, God will not be found in that place! 
 
Christians have access to the throne of grace through the Cross and the work of Christ 
in justifying them. We are set apart, made holy for God and so we have the presence of 
God opened to us. However, this is to be used and improved, that is built on, by us 
becoming holy through and through. This is the obligation and blessing we are under 
because God has given us the covenant of Salvation. If we do not pursue holiness, then 
we are failing in our obligation, and are courting discipline from God to bring us to our 
senses. 
 
Chapter 6. Jerusalem is the city God has chosen as His dwelling place. This is by His 
sovereign choice and by His grace, not because Solomon had built a temple! Just 
because we build a cathedral, will not mean that God is obliged to come to it. Just 
because the church meets in a stable does not mean that God will spurn it. God comes 
to the gathering of His people who are gathering because they long and thirst to meet 
with Him.  
 
In 6.12, Solomon, in front of all the people prays. He kneels, and raises his arms 
heavenward, the stance of a petitioner. The great king of Israel takes the place of 
humility as a petitioner would to a greater King, and he humbles himself before and on 
behalf of the whole nation. There have been few kings who have done this. Our nation 
would do better to have leaders such as this. I fear for our land when the reign of 
Elizabeth ends. She is a devout and god fearing lady who prays. May the Lord bless 
her.  
 
Solomon’s prayer is a model prayer. He looks to God first, the great One, the One who 
is unrivaled and supreme. He then recounts the promise of God made to David 
regarding the continuance of the line of inheritance and the conditionality of God’s 
promise. Next, Solomon is struck with the incomprehensibility of the idea that God 



would dwell and be contained in a manmade building, this is worship. Solomon’s head 
is spinning! Solomon then asks that God would have a hearing ear from His Temple and 
would hear their prayers and forgive their sins.  
 
Take careful note of verse 22 and following. Solomon prays, 
 

V22 ‘When a man wrongs his neighbor… 
V 24 When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have 

sinned… 
V 26 When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have 

sinned…. 
V 28 When famine or plague comes to the land, or blight, or mildew, locust or grass-
hoppers, or when enemies besiege them in any of their cities, whatever disaster or 

disease may come…… 
Then hear from heaven and forgive…’ 

 
Read the rest of the chapter for the other ‘when’s.’ All of these are military, climatic, 
economic, manufacturing matters. All of them are not just ‘natural’ evets, but have this 
spiritual dimension, this fact that behind locusts, locked down factories and shops, 
economy in melt down, is God. God acts through what many people would view as 
natural events. Christians are not meant to be deaf and blind like the world, but when 
the bottom of the world looks like it is about to fall off, or has fallen off, or we are looking 
for a new world order, then it is up to the Christians to go to the Master and Maker of the 
world, in humility, to pray. This is what I mean by saying that Christians hold the 
initiative, because they alone can come to the throne of grace.  
 
Note verse 36. It is God who gives us over to our enemies if we sin and keep on 
sinning. God is behind every blessing and every stroke of the Rod. If we will not be 
drawn to Him by love, then the rod will eventually be lifted. If a soft stroke does not stir 
our response, then the strokes may get more severe. Read the history of Israel and the 
history of the Church and these realities can be seen. God will not be content with a 
dirty Church. He will wash us, and even do His laundry in public!  
 
So, to Chapter 7. 
When Solomon finished his prayer, fire falls from heaven, and consumes the offerings, 
and the glory of God filled the Temple. This was like the pillar of fire by night, and the 
cloud by day. This is Moses at the burning bush, Elijah and the prophets of Baal, the 
fiery chariot that took Elijah away, the tongues of fire on the day of Pentecost, and the 
building being shaken after the Church had prayed. Acts 4.31. The celebrations 
continue for a week and then things quieten down.  
 
In verse 11 of chapter 7, God appears to Solomon again. He says that He has heard his 
prayer, and essentially says that He will grant the request of Solomon. What follows is a 
restating, or a reaffirmation of the Covenant of Grace to Solomon, and this is a sacred 
and abiding promise for all God’s people in every age. The Temple was in the midst of 
the people, now God is in the midst of the people, in the hearts of Christians which is 



now the chosen place of God’s dwelling. The Church, the believers are the temple of 
God now. 
 
Pay heed to these next verses. 
V13. ‘When’ not if, ‘I shut up heaven.’ Who shuts up heaven? God does. It is not nature, 
meteorology, a happenstance, it is the God of all the earth who does this. It does not 
say that God may do this sometimes and at other times it just happens. Now be careful 
not to accuse God of evil here, I am stating things generally, and specifics have other 
factors involved. However it is ‘when’ and God acting. The verse goes on to mention 
locusts and plague. All of these had great implications on the life and the wellbeing of 
the people. If there was drought, there would be famine and great economic challenges. 
It would be the same for locusts, there would be a production and supply crises. If there 
was plague, people would die and there would be mourning in the land. Does any of this 
begin to ring bells about our present and past days and years? Remember that in these 
verses, God Himself is speaking. God is addressing the when this happens, and what 
the people are to do. 
 
Verse 14 is where the sun begins to rise. When these things happen, the various crisis, 
Solomon and the people are not left powerless and at the mercy of plague, drought and 
locust. God gives the medicine, the way of a cure. When things happen, it is God’s 
people who are responsible to make a response to God which will affect them, but 
often, also the communities amongst whom they live. God is not duty bound to offer a 
cure. He does this because He wants the hearts of His people back to be faithful to Him 
alone. Until the end, judgment is always redemptive, and this is because of the never 
failing mercies of God. Even in judgment and the rod, God is loving and merciful. How 
much worse if He just left us alone to rot and to perish in our own ways. 
 
The covenant which God spells out with Solomon is a serious promise that if His people 
will act in one way, God will act in His way. The promise of healing is conditional on four 
inter-related actions. It is God’s people who are called to do this, ‘if my people who are 
called by my name.’ These are people who are already believers, who are in covenant 
with God. However, their walk with God has slackened, and God is applying pressure to 
wake them up and call them back to Himself. This is the believer’s responsibility.   
 
The first condition is humility. God brings trials and difficulties into the lives of His people 
to humble them. What could be more humbling than to lose ones living or be faced with 
a very uncertain future as an individual or as a people? When God humbles us by 
sending or permitting hardships, it is our duty to purposely humble ourselves before 
God. When God acts to humble us, it is to alert us to the fact that we are to humble 
ourselves. Humility has a large repartee. It means that we take a real view of ourselves 
as creatures created by God and for God, and realign our priorities. We can never be 
too humble! We see that we are the clay and that God is the potter. We stop 
complaining that God is not doing what we want. We stop accusing God of being unfair 
to us, and we stop thinking that we are the center of the world and that God owes us a 
living! There is a lot of talk at the moment about our ‘Human’ rights. This amuses me 
because if some Supreme Court declares that such and such is a basic human right, 



then another court in another age can alter this! Any rights we have are gifts of God’s 
grace, because all that we truly deserve is death having violated God’s Law and 
spurned His presence and abused His gifts.  
 
The second condition is to pray. I suspect that at this point I may lose any reader, 
because despite all the hi-tech we have, there is no app to help us pray. The only way 
to pray is to pray until we pray. Following a model or a pattern or a template of prayer 
can help, but it is not about saying lots of words, or praying for lots of things, but the 
prime focus of this prayer is repentance, seeing and confessing all the ways that we 
have not been humble and have not walked in God’s ways. The only way that this will 
happen is by being led in prayer by the Holy Spirit. Let me give an example. There are 
times that I know I need to confess things to God and in my mind, this is my agenda for 
prayer. It is a good agenda, however, prayer is not putting coins in a slot, saying certain 
things and getting a product out of the machine. It is about encountering the presence of 
God. Sometimes we ‘feel’ His presence, sometimes, we don’t ‘feel’ His presence but are 
aware in some mysterious way that He is there. 
 
I have started to pray with the intent of confessing sins and omissions to God, but God 
has taken my prayer in a totally different and unexpected direction. Instead of 
confessing, I find myself giving thanks. Unawares about myself, I had been failing to 
give to God the thanks due Him for so many mercies. Instead of starting with 
confession, I end up recounting and counting His blessings and thanking Him for them. 
This takes me into an experience of gratefulness to God and a sense of His great mercy 
and grace to a thankless brat! After this I feel as if I have had a lovely shower and am 
clean. My agenda was different from God’s and His was much better! Prayer has to be 
from the heart and in step with the Holy Spirit. This does not happen every day or time. 
Smith Wigglesworth, one of the great Pentecostal pioneers used to say that he began in 
the flesh, but ended in the Spirit. It takes time, application, humility and practice to do 
this. We need to pray until we pray. We can say the Lord’s Prayer over and over, but if 
our hearts and souls do not engage, it is of as much use as the Buddhist prayer wheels 
connected to a Black and Decker drill. How the prayer wheel would spin, but to no 
effect! 
 
This does not mean that when we are stretched and busy that we should not pray 
because we do not have time. Jesus lifted His eyes to heaven and prayed a few words 
in the midst of His daily work. However it is the bias of our lives that matters here. When 
we have time do we pray, or is prayer just a thing we do when all else fails?  
 
The third thing we are to do is ‘seek God’s face.’  This is to seek the Person of God for 
Himself whether He gives us anything or not. In many Churches, most of the prayers 
are asking God to do things for us or give us things. It is good to pray for God’s help 
when we sit exams, of go for a job interview, or have an appointment with the doctor or 
hospital. Pray for these, but do not neglect to be concerned about the hallowing of 
God’s Name, His kingdom coming and His will to be done. Don’t neglect to pray for 
kings and all those in positions of authority and all the other priorities we are told about 
in the Bible. However, the highest form of prayer is that which has as its focus the 



Person of God Himself. It is like the servant who stands all day in the presence of the 
King, whether He requires any service of not does not matter. The servant is there for 
the King and seeing the King and that is enough. Remember, the chief end of man is to 
glorify God and to fully enjoy Him forever. It is not to get richer and more settled and a 
higher reputation or place in this world, so we are not meant to expend all our prayer on 
things that will depart when we leave this world! 
 
The fourth thing we are to do is to turn from our wicked ways. No amount of humility, 
prayer, or seeking of God is going to be acknowledged by Him if we do not turn from our 
evil ways and sin. All four conditions build up and are interrelated. If we do not turn from 
our wicked ways, then our humility is not true or deep enough. If we seek God, but have 
no intent of turning from wickedness, then our seeking is a sham. If we find ourselves in 
this dilemma, then we need to go deeper in prayer. Perhaps we may have a sort of 
Jacob encounter with God where we wrestle with Him for hours or days or weeks or 
longer until He reaches out and cripples our pride and we limp for the rest of our lives, 
but with a new name. Genesis 32.22-32. 
 
These are serious matters which we will look at again more fully. These things are the 
conditions we are to fulfill. If we do these, God promises that He will hear from heaven, 
forgive and heal the land. That means He will lift the rod, the distress, the plague or 
whatever the crisis is. There is a difficult thing here for us to grasp. God sees, knows 
and listens to everything, yet He is righteous and just in refusing to hear our prayers. He 
hears what we say, but He does not respond if we are not right with Him. God is free 
and just to choose to hear or be deaf to our prayers. I have seen many times people 
who are not believers have prayers answered, and others who have not had their 
prayers answered. I was one of those who did not have their prayers answered. This did 
not mean that God was inactive, because He arranged some very complicated 
arrangements to reveal Himself to me with the consequence that I was redeemed. We 
should be careful about the state of our own souls before we bandy words with God 
about what we think He should be doing with others!  
 
This is God’s medicine for our present day, and indeed any day. This is how we are to 
respond when a great crisis strikes or looms on the horizon. This is the way to respond 
when we desire some great blessing on the Church or nation. It is only those who are 
called by His Name that can do this. That name is Christs-ones, Christians. 
 
The future history of our land is not nearly as dependent on politicians and people 
movements as is thought. It is not military or economic might that exalts a nation, but 
righteousness and the fear of God. There is nothing more righteous or in harmony with 
the fear, the respect and awe of God as the medicine prescribed in 2 Chronicles 7 verse 
14. The question is, will Christian believe and respond in obedience, or will we continue 
on in our own ineffective ways?  There is life and death at stake here, there is blessing 
or the rod to choose here. Each one of us needs to decide, will we take God’s cure, or 
try to cure ourselves.  
 
Next time, we will look at how the New Testament harmonizes with these things. 


