
Sunday 14th June 2020 
The Attributes of God 

 
Despite the title of this, it is still all about the Cross of Christ, and its application for us 
today. Christ ‘gave himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age…’ This 
refers to the world and its systems and values. We are to be delivered from our sins and 
from the rat race of the world. We are to be changed, and I have spoken of that 
frequently in recent weeks. We are to follow Christ and be transformed by taking up our 
own cross daily. Today, I want us the learn and think about the Attributes of God, 
because where I want to go next in considering the ways of God and the Cross of 
Christ, requires that we have a higher view of God than most of us have at present. 
Many people when they speak or think about God regard Him as just a better or greater 
version of ourselves. This leads to all sorts of errors when we try to make sense of the 
world we live in.  
 
What does the ‘average’ person think about God? Psalm 14 paints a true but 
devastating critic of much present day thinking. Psalm 14 starts thus, 
 

‘The fool says in his heart, 
‘’there is no God.’’ 

They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; 
There is no-one who does good. 

 
There is a lot in this verse, but what is God’s verdict on the person who is a self-made 
man, or woman, who holds to their own morality, who effectively, are a law unto 
themselves? Does He consider them radical, progressive, leaders? No, He calls them 
fools! We live in a world of fools who think that there is no God and if there is, He is old 
and feeble and has lost control of the world. They think that God is too feeble, and 
inactive, either to bless or punish. They think that because nothing has befallen them 
that God does not see or care, and He will do nothing about sin, never mind punish and 
judge it. They think that because God seems slow to act that He is weak. They do not 
know that God is slow to judge, because He takes no delight in the death of sinners, but 
is patient and long suffering desiring all to be saved. Check out Ezekiel 18.23, 33.11 
and 1 Timothy 2.4. The only conclusion that we can come to here is that they have 
never read the Book with any understanding. Most have never read the Book! 
 
We in the West are a privileged people, but take most of our lives for granted. We have 
poor manners and especially so towards God. When was the last time we thanked God 
for another morning of life, for the breath we breathe, for the water in the taps, or any of 
the things we are used to being there for us. We have forgotten that every breath we 
take, every day we live, every moment we move, is all a gift of God’s providence. We all 
live in a world of grace, and we all live only by the grace of God whether we realise it or 
not. Everyone exists only by the kind providence of God whether they believe in God or 
not. This is what the verse that talks about the sun shining and the rain falling on the 
righteous and wicked is all about. Matthew 5.45. In Hosea 2.8, God confronts His 
people for their thanklessness and wickedness in the face of His goodness to them. 



 
‘She did not acknowledge that I was the one  

Who gave her the grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on her the silver and gold – 
which they used for Baal.’ 

 
Bring that verse into the light of our culture, and it is saying that God is the One who 
gives us our economies. Since He gave it, He is entitled and able to take it away again! 
Can you imagine this? A bride or groom, who let the other provide for and pay for the 
wedding celebration, but then at the last moment change their minds and leave their 
betrothed at the altar. That would be bad enough, but what if they brought in someone 
else and went ahead with a wedding, while all the expenses are paid by the poor soul 
jilted? That is what Israel did. They took all that God gave them, and then spent it on 
idols and foreign gods.  
 
Farmers work hard. They plough and sow, they feed and weed, and if all goes well, they 
reap a harvest. However, all their work does not make the seed grow. If the seed does 
not have that kernel of life in it, then all the work is in vain. Should farmers not be the 
most humble believing people in the world because what they do depends on God for 
an outcome? Sadly, this is no longer true. The same thinking applies for all our work. If 
it were not for the providence and patience of God, nothing would work. This is not how 
the world thinks, and sadly, and most seriously, this is not how many, many believers 
actually think. We have bought into the mindset of the world, and call the hand of God 
natural laws! 
 
This providence, this world which is suited for our living, exists and continues because 
of God, because of who God is in Himself. The providences of God arise and come to 
us because of His love and goodness, His grace, mercy and longsuffering, and these 
are some of the Attributes of God. 
 
An Attribute of God is essentially what God has revealed about Himself in His word, by 
what He says and does. It is a revelation of God’s person, His character, His ways with 
the world. They are what God wants us to know about Himself. There is a debate as to 
how many attributes God has revealed, however that is less important than the fact that 
they are revealed to humanity. God reveals Himself to us so that we can worship Him in 
a worthy manner. Faber in a hymn speaks about ‘opposite perfections take their seat’ in 
God, and Wesley sings of innumerable attributes. The worshiper is less taken up with 
numbering than he or she is in losing themselves in the mystery and the glory of God’s 
self-revelation. The worshiper is less concerned about how to reconcile the evidence 
that God has anger at sin, but love for all those whom He has made. The worshiper is 
content to live with mystery because God is not just like a bigger version of us, He is the 
‘I Am.’  
 
The Attributes of God are divided into those which we can only know by faith, and those 
which we can have knowledge and experience of. The first are Incommunicable 
Attributes, the later are called Communicable Attributes. 
 



Incommunicable Attributes act to make a clear and wide distinguishing of the difference 
between God and the creature. Such attributes include God’s Independence or self-
existence. To borrow from the hymn writer, God is an ‘unbeginning end.’ He owes His 
being, His existence to no-one and nothing. When I think about that, my head spins. 
Such truth is for the worshipper, it is not for us to dissect God! God is also Immutable. 
This means that God is unchangeable. This being unchangeable does not mean that He 
is set hard like concrete, but rather that He will always remain Himself. We see people 
who have been through trauma or war or great sufferings or disappointments, and we 
sometimes say to them, ‘You’ve changed.’ Not so God, He is always Himself and is not 
slimed, embittered or altered by anything His creation does. He will not change His mind 
about His plans for us.  
 
God is Infinite. This has the meaning that He is boundless, eternal and infinite beyond 
measurement. The effect of this is that everything God is and does, is infinite, eternal 
and boundlessness. This is like an adjective for our understanding. If we think of the 
attribute of God’s goodness, that it is infinite, eternal and boundless goodness, then 
how sure we can be to trust Him! 
 
Lastly for the moment, God has Simplicity. This does not mean that God is stupid or like 
the village idiot. It means that God is not made up of compartments. This is difficult for 
us to conceive of. God is Simple, this means that the Trinity is three persons, but One 
Essence. We believe, because when we try to draw a diagram, the visual aid breaks 
down before it has been of much help. This means that when God acts, all of Him acts. 
God does not lay aside some aspect of His being when He acts in love or anger. All of 
God’s attributes are engaged all the time. 
 
Communicable Attributes include Knowledge, Wisdom, Goodness, Love, Grace, Mercy, 
Long-suffering (Patience), Holiness, Righteousness, Veracity (Truthfulness), 
Sovereignty and Omnipotence. 
 
Why is it important to have some knowledge and to invest in some thought about the 
Attributes of God? Firstly, it is one of the highest activities that we can engage in. 
Theology used to be regarded as the Queen of the Sciences. What could be of greater 
importance, or a nobler field of study than the person of God?  I do not think that this is 
how theology is thought of today, even in some universities! Secondly, and this is what I 
want to emphasize, if we are unlearned about what God has revealed about Himself as 
a Person, we will go wrong when we try to understand His ways in the world. We will be 
like Jonah who was angry with God because He forgave the nation that would bring 
future devastation on Israel. The Pharisees were offended by Jesus because they did 
not realise that God is patient and seeks the lost. Therefore they were offended by the 
company that Jesus kept! They did not know that mercy triumphs over judgment. 
 
I mentioned in passing recently, that an incorrect notion of God which is going about, 
and which is popular today, is that God is love, meaning only love. This causes people 
to have trouble when they read of the hard passages and events in the Bible. We hear 
people say that they don’t believe in the God of the Old Testament, the God of battles 



and bloodshed, of fire and brimstone. Rather, they believe in the God of the New 
Testament, the God of Jesus. Jesus, who was kind and never hurt a fly, who forgives 
everyone whether they wanted forgiveness or not. Jesus who will open the gates of 
heaven for all no matter what they have done or how they have lived.   
 
However, if we were to go through the Gospel, it is Jesus who teaches about Hell, and 
fire. He taught about the coming judgment of Jerusalem and all the earth. The mistake 
we make is to think of God as if He turns His attributes on and off. We struggle to 
understand how God can be generous in His providences to all, yet angry with the 
wicked every day!  Psalm 7.11. We are creatures who can more or less only cope with 
one strong emotion at a time, so we cannot comprehend how God can be loving and 
kind and wrathful at the same time. The old Puritans used to say that God smote with 
one hand and consoled with the other. By this they meant that God does not use the full 
force of His might, but deals with us knowing our frames and that we are but dust and 
ashes. 
 
By thinking of God as if He were just a greater version of us, it will lead us into all sorts 
of errors. God is Simple, He is a unity, when God acts, all of His being acts in harmony. 
He acts as a person, not as a fractured conglomerate. This means that when God loves 
us, He does so infinitely, freely, righteously, and justly. When God smites us, He does 
so justly, righteously, with wrath and with love. We don’t work this way, but God does. 
Can you see how much trouble we can get into when we apply our mode of working to 
God? This error is widespread today, and has led to many sad situations. There have 
been some very gifted Christians I have known and heard of in my lifetime. Sadly some 
of these people assumed that their giftedness was a sign of approval for the rest of their 
lives, but it was not. When God gives great gifts to people it is not due to their virtue, but 
is totally of God’s grace. Every Christian is imperfect and incomplete, but Christians who 
are used and gifted by God in exceptional ways have to be very careful to keep humble, 
and sometimes even need God’s special attention to keep them low. 
 
For example, the Apostle Paul. In 2 Corinthians 12.6-10 Paul talks about a thorn in the 
flesh. It may have been an eye condition, and the scholars debate what it was. However 
Paul tells us why God let it remain. It was to keep him grounded wholly and holy in the 
grace of God. Paul was by no means a bad man, nor still a proud man. After all, 
everyone knows that God knocked him off his donkey. Not a very dignified reputation! 
However, because of the great revelations which God had afforded him, God saw fit 
that he have an affliction. Think of Jacob who wrestled with God. After the event, he 
was crippled in his hip. He limped for the rest of his life to remind him of that encounter 
with God and to keep him humble and holy. God loves Paul, but His wisdom and 
kindness kept him in weakness, for his own good and for God’s glory.  
 
When God disciplines His children, He does so in love. God’s love does not cancel out 
His holiness, and justice. When He punishes it does not cancel out His mercy, love or 
grace. The passage in Hebrews 12.4-13 we find this verse 7. 
 

‘Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.’ 



 
When God disciplines His children for sins or rebellion or for falling away, He does so as 
a Father. His love and commitment to us, His compassion and generosity is not ended 
or cancelled. He acts as a good father would to correct and direct his son to avoid a 
self-destructive path. The argument in Hebrews 12 develops along this line. Since we 
have had imperfect natural fathers who disciplined us as children for our good, then we 
should accept discipline from God who is a perfect Father as also for our good. 
 
We all have things that come into our lives which are difficult and distressing. Some are 
very major things, and many are of lesser impact. Whenever we are confronted with 
some challenge which stretches us, we need to remember that there are a variety of 
reasons why they have come. We are here assuming that we understand the 
Sovereignty of God. God being Sovereign means that for the Christian, nothing enters 
our lives either good or bad but either it is sent by God or permitted by God. It also 
assumes that we understand the latter part of Romans 8, where we are assured that for 
the Christian, God can make all things work for our good. This includes the bitter things 
and the sweet things. 
 
When something comes into our lives, there are a number of reasons for its coming. 
Under God nothing ‘just happens.’ The thing that confronts us may be because of the 
wickedness of others. This happens very frequently in different ways. The situation that 
arises may be because we have done wrong and are faced with the consequences of 
our thoughts or acts. If we get caught speeding, who is to blame? Us of course. If when 
caught and fined, and our license is taken from us because we have gone over the 
points to merit this, and we lose our job because we can’t drive, whose fault is it? Ours 
of course. Having lost our job and we default on our mortgage and the lender 
repossesses our home, whose fault is it? Ours of course. However sometimes 
something happens which is beyond our control. Paul had a ‘thorn’ probably an eye 
condition. Even after serious prayer, God did not remove the thorn. Why? Because God 
had something better in it for Paul. It would keep him humble and hence safe, and it 
would result in Paul receiving more grace to bear the difficulty. In other words, God 
acted to do Paul greater good through the situation than if it was removed. God turned it 
for Paul’s good. However, we don’t always see this at the time, and it is this which 
makes it difficult for us. 
 
However, there are other things that happen. The story of the People of Israel in the Old 
Testament, and the history of Jerusalem in the New Testament, the seven Churches 
spoken about in the Book of Revelation, all carry a very solemn and serious lesson. The 
lesson is this. God has told mankind what is due to Him from them. God has made a 
covenant with His people. He will help and protect and bless, but the people are obliged 
to trust and obey Him and worship only Him. God requires His people to be holy, to 
honour Him as God and to worship Him. We owe Him total obedience and thanks. This 
is not what we give Him. A consequence of this is that if we will not be drawn to Him by 
His love, as shown in the giving of Christ for our salvation, and His daily providences, 
then He is free and He acts justly and righteously to bring discipline into our lives. 
 



God will not leave His people to go their own way. He has the right to send temporal 
judgments into our lives, and that is what He does because He loves us. We are not 
talking about the judgment that comes at the end of the age, but things that God sends 
into our lives or does directly to stop us in our tracts and get our attention. If we fail to 
give attention, God will lift the judgment and a worst scenario may follow which is that 
He leaves us to our own devices and we go in a downward spiral as describes in 
Romans 1.18-32. 
 
It is only as we understand that God is a unity, that He does not operate one attribute in 
isolation from the rest that we can understand temporal judgments. In them, God is 
shaking us up to get our attention. God’s judgments are not contrary to His love, but 
God does not lay aside His holiness, righteousness and justice because He loves us.  
 
Why am I telling you all this. For this reason, the present pandemic, and the coming 
painful years of economic hardship which seem inevitable, need to be interpreted. 
Some see it all as the work of the devil, but God is permitting it. Why? Because the 
Church in the West and the nations of the World have lost their way, and for those who 
have ears to hear, God is wanting us to make some major ‘in flight adjustments.’  
 
Let me put it bluntly, God is wanting to get the attention of the nations. The great god of 
money and the economy is being shown to be very weak and unreliable. It has been 
that way for decades, but we make things look OK by going deeper and deeper into 
debt. The great mantra of our age is for growing economies, and increasing standards 
of living. Do we not realise that in the West, our increases have been at the expense of 
the poorer peoples?  
 
Do you remember what is said about the ancient Roman Empire? They holidayed 
themselves to death! They pampered themselves to death. We find God saying the 
same thing about the Israelites before He sent them into captivity. We read about this in 
Isaiah 1 verses 2-4, where God denounces their turning away and rejection of Him.  
Chapter 3 verses 16-26 give us God’s verdict on the people’s way of life. In Israel, 
people were saying that things had never been so good, but did not know that God was 
sick of it all, and was going to intervene in a devastating way. It was not that God had 
not called to them, sent prophets to them and warned them over and over that they 
were heading for a severe judgment. They did not heed His gentler warning and repent, 
so God increased the heat, and sent greater judgments on them. If a standard strength 
medicine does not work, then the doctor turns to something stronger.   
 
Isaiah 5 is the chapter about the Lord’s Vineyard. The parable is told of a wonderful 
vineyard which was planted and supplied with every provision by a good owner. The 
owner waited for the harvest to get some good wine, but the vines produced wild grapes 
of no value and which made horrid wine. The rest of the chapter applies the parable to 
God and His people, and tells of what God will do to this vineyard which had become 
worthless despite everything that had been done for it. God pronounces a withering 
coming judgment. This was the exile, but that was not the end of the story. God would 
punish and destroy, but it would be His love and mercy that would win through because 



He would restore a remnant of His people. These He would woo once more and win 
their hearts again. Temporal judgments need not be final, but point us to repentance 
and a return to God with all our hearts and not just words. 
 
It is my contention that we are in the midst of a temporal Divine wake up call, a severe 
judgment, which has had, and will have a global impact. However, it is the Christians 
who hold the initiative here, if we will respond to what God is doing. The people of God 
are never insignificant in the affairs of the world, because God has given directions as to 
what we can do and how we should respond to even the greatest disasters.   
 
We have looked at what God requires of us, Holiness. We have looked at how this is 
pursued, taking up our cross daily. I now want us to think about what God will do if we 
do not obey His command and invitation to holiness. Will He do nothing? No, He will act 
because in His love and mercy, He wants to give us a wake up so that we will do 
something about it. 
 
You see, temporal judgments, are not final. God judges, disciplines, shakes us to waken 
us up, ginger us up, use whatever words you like, in order that we will turn and return to 
Him. This turning is called repentance, this returning is called obedience, and this is 
what this pandemic is all about. 
 
You may think that this is a bit old fashioned or over religious, but before you settle on 
that notion, think about this. While governments and health specialists and race 
protesters discuss all sorts of different ways of handling these issues, they don’t really 
know how things are going to go. However, if we embrace the idea that we are in the 
hands of God, then be informed, that the God who sends temporal judgments also has 
given us the recipe, the medicine, that will heal the situation and the land, and it is this 
that we will start looking at next time.  
 
If you are interested to learn about the Attributes of God at the hands of devotional 
master rather than at the hands of an academic, then the book I would direct us to is by 
A. W. Tozer and its title is, ‘The Knowledge of the Holy’. This book will help us learn 
something about the Attributes of God in such a way as to help us learn about the ways 
of God. God does not act as a bigger version of us, He moves in ways that are 
mysterious to us. His ways are made known to those who are worshippers of Him in 
Spirit and in Truth. Read the book again and again, and it will be well worth the 
investment.   


