
Sunday 31st May 2020 
Pentecost 

 
It is often the case on Pentecost Sunday, the event which is said to have launched or 
birthed the Church, to speak about the Holy Spirit. Sadly, in many Church settings, the 
Holy Spirit is the least known and valued Person of the Trinity. We seem to forget that 
the Holy Spirit is sent by the Resurrected Christ as the One who is able to do more for 
the Church than the Man Jesus if He had remained on earth. We seem to forget that 
Jesus promised to send the Holt Spirit to be ‘One like Him.’ Sermons often focus on 
some aspect of the Person or work of the Holy Spirit, but I hope that by now, as we 
have looked briefly at the Beatitudes and our duty and privilege of becoming sanctified, 
made to be like Jesus from the inside out, that we have noted that everything is 
mediated through the Holy Spirit. There is no such thing as a ‘charismatic’ or ‘non-
charismatic’ Christian, because by definition Christians are people who have been born 
from above, born of the Holy Spirit, and are living in the Spirit.  
 
I want today to do something a little bit different today. The theology of the Holy Spirit is 
as rich as that of any of the Persons of the Trinity. This is because the Holy Spirit is the 
third member of the Trinity. I propose to take a hymn by Charles Wesley, and use it to 
tease out some important aspects of what life in the Spirit could be. In doing so, I would 
hope that we would learn to do more with our hymn books than sing some songs. Good 
hymns are rich in teaching, expressions of prayer and the sharing of the author’s hopes, 
fears and desires as regards the practical matters of living as new and being 
transformed people in a dark and hostile world. The hymn that we will use to delve into 
the Scriptures is ‘Away with our fears, our troubles and tears.’ 
 
 

Away with our fears, our troubles and tears! 

The Spirit is come, the witness of Jesus returned to His home; 

The pledge of our Lord to His heaven restored 

Is sent from the sky, and tells us our Head is exalted on high. 

 

Our Advocate there, by His blood and His prayer 

The gift hath obtained, for us He hath prayed and the Comforter gained; 

Our glorified Head His Spirit hath shed, with His people to stay, 

And never again will He take Him away. 

 

Our heavenly guide with us shall abide, 

His comforts impart, and set up His kingdom of love in the heart. 



The heart that believes His kingdom receives, 

His power and His peace, His life and His joy everlasting increase. 

 

The presence divine doth inwardly shine, 

The Shekinah shall rest on all our assemblies and glow on our breast; 

By day and by night the pillar of light our steps shall attend, 

And convoy us safe to our prosperous end. 

 

Then let us rejoice in heart and in voice, 

Our leader pursue, and shout as we travel the wilderness through; 

With the Spirit remove to Zion above, triumphant arise, 

And walk with our God till we fly to the skies. 

 

We will start with the hymn, but the objective of hymns is to direct us to Scripture and 

truth. They are given to us, like the book of Psalms to sing, but not to do so without 

understanding. When we are taught truth, we are to meditate on it and this is how the 

Holy Spirit illuminates our hearts as we see the truthfulness of the truth and this will take 

us into thanksgiving and worship. It is not the singing of a hymn, even if it has a tune 

that pleases us, that edifies our hearts and souls, but the mixing of Biblical truth and the 

Holy Spirit which sets the truth on fire within us. We will come to Wesley’s expression of 

this in one of the stanzas.  

 

Verse 1.                   Away with our fears, our troubles and tears! 

The Spirit is come, the witness of Jesus returned to His home; 

The pledge of our Lord to His heaven restored 

Is sent from the sky, and tells us our Head is exalted on high. 

David says in Psalm 42.7. 

‘Why are you downcast, O my soul?’ 

The rest of the verse is worth reading, but David speaks to himself. This is not a pep 

talk, or some self-help chant. This is not a mantra like, ‘every day, in every way, I am 

getting better and better.’ This is David speaking to himself and recounting God’s 

deliverances and work in his life, the promises and the providences, the blessings and 



the corrections that he has encountered. By the time he had done that, he was engaged 

with the truth that God had not abandoned him, but that God’s fingerprints were all over 

the work of grace that was King David. So Wesley speaks to himself and bids his tears, 

troubles and fears to go. This is not because he is pumping himself up as you do before 

you jump off a ten metre diving board in the swimming pool, but because the very life of 

God, in the Holy Spirit, is in him and testifies and is the guarantee of Christ’s absolute 

victory over sin, Satan, death and the world. The effect of living in a beautiful but fallen 

world with its conflicting demands, joys and fears is to dull our sense of the spiritual 

nature of life. This is why we need to speak to our souls and recount the dealings of 

God in our lives, and have our attention drawn away from earthly things alone to look on 

heavenly things. When looking ahead to the terrible uncertainties of life, especially in 

these present days, I often remind myself that, ‘thus far the Lord has helped me.’ I am 

then reminded of the hymn that says, 

‘His love in time past forbids me to think, 

He’ll leave me at last in trouble to sink; 

While each Ebenezer I have in review 

Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through.’ 

John Newton 

  

John 16 verses 15-21 tell us that Jesus, to comfort His disciples as He told them of His 

impending departure to the side of His Father, said that He would send them the Spirit 

of truth. That by this Spirit, God and Christ would come to be with them and in them. 

This is the promise that Christ refers to in Acts 1.4-5. 

‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father has promised, which you have 

heard me speak about. For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be 

baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 

 

In past times, the words, ‘Baptism of the Holy Spirit,’ used to raise hackles, less so 

today. However, it is possibly this which makes so many people in certain Christian 

traditions hostile to all things termed ‘Charismatic.’ It is strange that Jesus said that all 

His mighty works were done through Him by the Holy Spirit and we accept that, but we 

do not so easily accept that Jesus was anointed above His fellows with the Holy Spirit 

as the pioneer for Christians to follow. The gift of the Father, promised to Christ, and 

given to believers on that Day of Pentecost, was the evidence that Christ had been 

exalted to the right hand of God. This was the sure proof that the work of reconciliation 

and atonement that Christ undertook on the Cross had been accepted by the Father. In 

other words, the gift of the Holy Spirit is proof of the total and perfect completion of the 

work of Christ. Why would we not want that? Payment of our debt had been settled in 

full. God and man have been reconciled by the shedding of the blood of Christ, and 

peace eternal is made between man and God. How could Charles Wesley do anything 



else but dismiss his tears and fears when this was true!  Look also at Ephesians 1.13-

14.   

Does it not also help us to see that even a man of Wesley’s stature still had his bad and 

sad days and times? If you know anything about the early Methodist days, you will 

remember that they were not all happy and safe days, but there were challenges and 

sadnesses that we will probably never experience. 

 

Verse 2.                 Our Advocate there, by His blood and His prayer 

The gift hath obtained, for us He hath prayed and the Comforter gained; 

Our glorified Head His Spirit hath shed, with His people to stay, 

And never again will He take Him away. 

 

What Charles has in mind here is the ongoing work of Christ. Scripture records a 

number of prayers of Jesus. Do you think that when Jesus gave the model of prayer 

which we call the ‘Lord’s Prayer,’ that He gave it to believers and then dropped it from 

His own petitions to the Father? Hebrews 7.25 tells us the nature of Christ’s activity in 

the presence of God and at His right hand. 

‘He always lives to intercede for them.’ 

Jesus did this on earth, He prayed for His disciples and those who would follow them 

through the ages. We see this in John 17. It is best to read the whole chapter. Do you 

agree with me that these words of Jesus are so filled with love and desire that the object 

of the blessings Jesus prays for His disciples is that God may be glorified? Can we 

imagine for a moment that these things are not the very things that Jesus in heaven is 

bringing before His Father? Indeed, the word intercede does not only mean that we ask, 

but it means that we stand in the way, in the presence of God, as if Jesus was saying 

that He will not step aside until the Father does what He has promised. The very 

presence of Jesus in heaven, with his five wounds still visible, means that there will 

never be any possibility that the Cross of Christ will cease to be effective for our eternal 

salvation. Every moment that the Father sees the Son, He is reminded of the Cross and 

what Christ has done to save us. The Father does not need such a reminder, but just in 

case we think that He may forget, the intercession of Christ assures us that the Father 

will never forget. The Bible says that the names of His people are engraved on His 

hands. Isaiah 49.16.  

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon people for certain tasks. However, 

now, the Holy Spirit has been given in a much fuller way, and will never be removed 

until the end of the ages. This does not mean that the Holy Spirit cannot be grieved and 

quenched by our sin. We can become estranged from the Holy Spirit, the relationship 



can be hurt, and this is to our loss. So it is incumbent on us to be careful how we act 

and react regarding the Holy Spirit. Paul tells us in Galatians 5.16-18 to live by the Spirit 

and to be led by the Spirit. I think that it was J.I. Packer who paraphrased this as, ‘keep 

in step with the Spirit.’ This has me thinking about the good king who told his serf to 

walk in his footprints in the snow, or the little boy who takes giant steps to mimic his 

Dad’s steps. By doing this, we are less likely to quench or grieve the Holy Spirit. 

 

Verse 3.                        Our heavenly guide with us shall abide, 

His comforts impart, and set up His kingdom of love in the heart. 

The heart that believes His kingdom receives, 

His power and His peace, His life and His joy everlasting increase. 

 

It is surely a great source of comfort and hope to the Christian that the Holy Spirit has 

come to earth, and will not depart until the end of the age when God brings everything 

to its consummation. This sadly does not mean that we will always feel or be aware of 

the presence of the Spirit. However I remember the words of Mr Still who once said to 

us that we should never think that the Holy Spirit is not at work in us just because we 

cannot feel Him. I prefer it when I sense and feel His presence, but plants need day and 

night to grow healthy, and we need sunshine and shadow as well. Philippians 2.12-14 

tells us of this presence of the God with us, and also lays out the things that God does 

and what our part or response is to be. 

‘Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my presence, but 

now much more in my absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good 

purpose.’  

When is God at work in the Christian? Some of the time, when we feel it or see it? No, 

all the time. Some Christians do not understand the implications of the Fatherhood of 

God. We are employed in the Fathers business. He rewards, trains, corrects and 

advances our maturity. Sometimes we sense His pleasure in us, at other times we 

sense His displeasure, however the thing that we are never to doubt as Christians, and 

this is only for Christians, is the relationship we have with God as believers. He is our 

Father, and He will never cease to love us, care for us, discipline and build godliness in 

us. Hebrews 12.6 tells us that a sign of God’s love is our discipline and correction. We 

must beware of saying and thinking, as some do, that God is love, and nothing else. He 

is loving in His kindnesses and loving in His discipline. He is loving when He hides 

Himself from us, and when He sweeps us up and embraces us. He is loving in giving us 

daily providences and loving when He visits us in His wrath when we sin. If this were not 

so, we would grow up to be brats! 



The goal of God’s working in us is that we obey and believe and do His will. Jesus 

taught us that we should pray that God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven. This is 

not some nebulous petition, but most certainly includes the basic fact that the will of 

God is to be done on earth by Christians. This makes it personal, I am to do the will of 

God on earth, and so is every other Christian. But this does not let the non-Christian off 

the hook, all people are duty bound to obey and do the will of God, but it is only by God 

working within us that this is possible for the Christian. God does the heavy lifting, we 

respond in obedience and faith! 

 

Verse 4.                  The presence divine doth inwardly shine, 

The Shekinah shall rest on all our assemblies and glow on our breast; 

By day and by night the pillar of light our steps shall attend, 

And convoy us safe to our prosperous end. 

 

This is a wonderful stanza. Shekinah means and refers to the dwelling or settling of the 

divine presence of God on a place and/or a people. There are a few places where this 

occurs dramatically in Scripture. In the wilderness the presence of God descends on 

Mount Sinai and God speaks to Moses and gives the law. Exodus 19 and 34 tells us of 

this dreadful and wonderful event.  

Exodus 40.34 tells us of another time when the glory of the Lord descended on the tent 

of meeting. Numbers 3.15-23 tells us that this covering of the presence of the Lord was 

the general experience of the people of Israel during their wilderness wanderings. There 

is another reference to this in Exodus 33.11. 

‘The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend. Then 

Moses would return to the camp, but his young assistant Joshua son of Nun did not 

leave the tent.’ 

Whatever the natural talents of Moses and Joshua were, it was the being in God’s 

presence which made them who they were. How I envy Joshua, wise man to stay in the 

presence of God. This is what prepared him for being Israel’s leader who took them into 

the Promised Land.  

Jesus spoke to His disciples about this in John 14.15-24. He tells His disciples that He 

and the Father would come to them and make their home with them. The older 

translations use the word tabernacle rather than home, stirring the vision of God 

descending and settling upon the disciples. There are many passages in the Bible that 

tell us of peoples’ encounters with God, Jacob’s ladder to heaven, and Isaiah’s vision of 

the Lord high and lifted up, chapter 6. We have Stephen’s dying view of Christ, and of 

course, the Revelation of John. 



However, Wesley had a view of this and a prayer, that the life of the Methodist 

Christian, and by extension, all Christians, after the Cross and Pentecost would be a 

frequent experience of God’s glory coming down on a congregational gathering. The 

dedication of the temple in 2 Chronicles 7.1-3 is strongly in view in this stanza.  

Solomon at the dedication of the Temple had just finished His wonderful covenant 

prayer, and the fire of God came down and consumed the offering, and the glory, the 

presence of God filled the Temple so that the things being done by the priests had to 

stop, and v3, the people worshiped and gave thanks. It is the glory of God that provokes 

worship and stops the ‘service as usual.’ In most Church meetings there is a certain 

predictableness. In C of S, whether we have organs, choirs, or none of the above, we 

can more or less set our watches as to what we will be going on at a certain time. Not 

so when the Shekinah falls! That is where we get scared because God has come and is 

taking the meeting!  

However, Wesley says something very important, he speaks of the ‘presence divine, 

doth inwardly shine.’ This refers to the spiritual unity that God gives between us and 

Christ. In conversion, we are united with Christ, He comes by the Holy Spirit and dwells 

within us. We see this worked out by Paul in Ephesians where he uses the phrase ‘in 

Him’ or ‘in Christ’ several times in the first chapter. Christians are people who ‘carry’ the 

presence of Christ with them and in them. This is what we are to nurture and protect. 

Before we can know much of God descending on our gatherings, we must be growing in 

the life of Christ within us. It is Christ’s presence within us that will guide and carry us 

through this short life and into eternity. It is the presence divine within us that makes 

Christians what they are. Wesley had a high hope of experiencing this presence of God. 

How about us? 

Verse 5.                Then let us rejoice in heart and in voice, 

Our leader pursue, and shout as we travel the wilderness through; 

With the Spirit remove to Zion above, triumphant arise, 

And walk with our God till we fly to the skies. 

 

Quaint language – ‘fly to the skies.’ However don’t dismiss it. The Wesleys and the early 

Methodists did not have an easy time. The term Methodist was given to them as an 

insult. There were crowds who opposed them, there were preachers who were killed in 

mob riots and they were not unfamiliar with the jeers of the people and the censure and 

accusations of the religious authorities. One might have expected the Methodists to 

drag their weary feet to heaven and there collapse exhausted and worn out – not so. 

One of the things that was a feature of the Methodists was that even their enemies 

conceded that they died well. That is, they were still proceeding on their pilgrimage of 

life with joy in God and with perseverance. They truly ‘pursued’ their leader, Christ. They 

took seriously the commands as found in 2 Peter 3-11. This passage ends with these 



words addressed to those who obeyed the promises and commands which went before. 

Verse 10-11, 

‘And if you do these things…. You will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom 

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’ 

This verse gives the vision of a great welcome for those who have walked the walk on 

earth and arrive home. However, they also indicate a sense of completion and 

accomplishment such as that expressed by Paul. He recounts that he had run the race 

and completed his course, and was now awaiting the next thing which was the 

homecoming and the crown. He did not fall down, anxious and only getting there by the 

skin of his teeth, he is flying to the sky, he is bursting across the finish line, and there is 

triumph here even though the path has been tough. 2 Timothy 4.7. Paul burst into 

heaven wounds and all! 

‘I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.’ 

All of this is the result of God dwelling in and with Paul, a triumphant entry into eternity, 

a good soldier finished his tour of duty. May it be so for us also!  

So how do we know if we have the Holy Spirit? A. W. Tozer said that there is nobody 

who has been filled with the Holy Spirit who does not know it. It is not about tongues, 

though those are nice, nor about doing miracles and stuff like that, though these are to 

be desired and expected. The Name of the Holy Spirit gives us the clue – Holy. The 

Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit. If we find in ourselves the beginning of a desire to be 

transformed to become like Christ in nature as well as gifts, emphasis on nature, 

character, then that is evidence that the Holy Spirit is in us and at work. I have seen in 

my life time people who have been very gifted, but they fell or gave up or lost their way. 

Gifts and experiences will not keep us going to the last, only the life of Christ within us 

and transforming us. History is full of examples of people who went astray. Even in the 

New Testament days we hear of people like Demas who fell away because they loved 

the world.  

There have been very gifted people who have not ended well. We tend to think that if 

we are gifted, healings and miracles and all that, that this indicates that all else is well in 

us. This is not so. What counts above all else is that we are pursuing personal holiness, 

conformity to Christ. It is not that gifts do not matter, but the glory of the Christian life is 

the presence of Christ within us, and as a consequence our being changed to be like 

him. The presence of a Holy Spirit within us must show in our becoming more holy, and 

this holiness is described in passages such as the Beatitudes! 

Do you often wonder where the 5,000 and the 4,000 who were fed on bread and fish 

went to? Where were they when Jesus was crucified? Signs and wonders appealed to 

the crowds, but they alone will not keep us on the path to holiness.   

What is our goal in life? If it is not holiness, then we are wasting this short life which is 

given to us to prepare our souls for eternity. If such a desire is new to us who are further 



on in life and have much less time ahead of us, then start now and don’t think that it is 

too late. Better to be on the road when Christ comes than to still be sitting in mud! Pray, 

repent, open the Bible, read, eat wholesome food and put down the computer game, the 

novel, the soaps or the fishing rod, at least cut them back, to make time for the care and 

nurture of our souls. 

The farmers work hard in spring and at harvest because in the winter there is no 

harvest. We are to labour, strive, work, and act now, because when we die, it is too late 

to start out on the journey. I once had a friend, who was very clever, he became a 

surgeon. However when he got married, and someone tried to speak to him about life 

assurance, he said he would buy it if he got sick rather than waste money now while he 

was young and healthy. He just did not understand that when you get sick you cannot 

get life assurance!  

When God is acting in such a way to humble the nations, now is the day to seek God 

and get on the narrow path. Now is the day to seek ‘the presence divine’ to shine within 

us. Today is the day to pray that God will bring back the Shekinah glory to our 

assemblies. The truth is, the only thing that makes the Church the Church is the 

presence of God, and the presence of God will make us holy. Without the presence of 

God, the Church is no different from any other charity. God’s presence is our distinctive, 

and our birth right in Christ. See Exodus 33.15.    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


