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The Normal Christian Life 

 
We have been looking briefly at the Beatitudes with the conviction that these give a 
concise description as to what the character of the sincere Christian must be. There is 
both invitation and command here. There is the process of growing in character, and as 
I have said many times, we are not perfected in this life. However, the Beatitudes 
present the ideal life and the goal which we are to set before us. I have also said many 
times, that the character traits as depicted in the Beatitudes are not natural 
characteristics, but are the result of the Holy Spirit working these within us, and that this 
is done through the Cross of Christ being applied to our lives. The outworking of this 
character will require us to take up our own cross daily and follow Christ. All of this is 
possible because of the Cross of Christ and what He accomplished for us on the Cross. 
The Cross brings both death and resurrection to us. The death of self, and the 
resurrection to new life. We have a responsibility to respond to the Cross of Christ which 
calls us to, and empowers us, to pursue holiness.  
 
I want to look at the last two Beatitudes this week because I want to get on and look at 
the blessings promised to those who walk in the light of the Cross of Christ. I then want 
to consider what the consequences are for believers and unbelievers if we ignore the 
Cross of Christ, or take it lightly, and then look in more length at the prescription God 
gives us in Scripture for our healing if we are guilty of misusing the Cross or ignoring it.  
 
This time, we will be looking at Matthew 5 verses 9 and 10, peacemakers and the 
persecuted.  
 
We are coming to the last Beatitudes, and each one builds on the former ones. We do 
not pick one as a specialty and ignore the rest, but these are all features of the one 
character that God works in Christians. Once again, each begins with the promise of a 
blessing. It sits easily with most of us to see that there would be a blessing in being a 
peacemaker, but it is uncomfortable to see how being persecuted can bring any 
blessing! 
 
Peacemakers.  
 
We have lived through momentous days. Do you remember the much celebrated ‘Road 
Map to Peace’ in the Middle East? Hasn’t really come to much, has it. Do you 
remember the ‘Good Friday Agreement? I am not at all convinced while there are still 
‘Peace Walls’ separating people in Belfast that peace has actually come. All of us want 
peace, except the arms dealers. Most people want peace of some sort. Whether it is 
that the teens in the house turn their music down and stop grunting when we speak to 
them. Others long for a more substantial peace. A peace from the guilt and 
condemnation that plagues from bygone days and decisions that turned out not to be as 
good as we hoped. Others long for the bombs and bullets to stop flying, for the men not 
to come in the night and steal the herds and burn the huts. Others long for the disease 
that stalks the countryside to cease and for Malaria, TB, hunger, thirst, drought and 



famine to come to an end. Many others just cannot find peace in themselves and live 
under the constant pressure to succeed more, achieve more, run faster, as if somehow 
getting to the top of their mountain will satisfy the empty craving of their hearts for 
significance. Others have got to the top of their mountain and found that there is nothing 
there, the end of their rainbow, and found there is no crock of gold. 
 
Incredible efforts are put into finding peace around the world for all sorts of restlessness 
and troubles. However, as many of you will agree, we have heard the rhetoric before, 
and no matter what is done in one place, it only seems that peace evaporates 
elsewhere. It constantly amazes me that this world which is so beautiful can also be 
such a brutal and sad place.  
 
I want to propose something to you which we find very hard to take. With all the efforts 
that go into seeking peace, why is there so little of it about? Where does all the 
restlessness and ‘un peace’ come from? Here’s the hard fact. It all arises from the heart 
of mankind. Let me say it in a different way, we have looked for the enemy, and the 
enemy is us. 
 
Being a peacemaker is only possible for Christians. People who have not been born 
again cannot be peacemakers in a Biblical sense. I know that many who read this will 
raise objections to this, but you see, peacemakers are people who know they have 
nothing to claim of worthiness as their own, they are poor in spirit. They mourn for their 
own falseness and sin and for that of others. They are meek, they hold no great opinion 
of themselves, nor do they care if they have a following on Facebook or not. They are 
less interested in people’s opinion of them, but are more concerned about keeping low 
before God. They hunger and thirst after righteousness, their concern is to grow in 
holiness and be pliable clay in the hand of the Divine Potter. They sigh and groan over 
the plague of their own hearts and long for purity such that evil finds no foot holds and 
hand holds in their souls. 
 
Such people are becoming heavenly minded. They are seeing more and more clearly 
that their lives are hid with Christ, that Christ within is the only hope of glory and so are 
becoming less and less self-absorbed and taken up with their own agendas. This 
means that they are able to feel for all parties who are in conflict with each other. Such 
people can be intermediaries in seeking peace between parties in conflict. Being at 
peace with God and themselves, they do not bring their own wounds into a conflict. 
Because they are meek, they can be merciful. 
 
To apply such thinking to international situations shows up how self-interest and pride 
rule business, politics and so many other areas of our lives in this world. Can you 
imagine the USA or Russia sending messages to each other concerning the space 
race? ‘Congratulations Mr. Putin on the first manned landing on Mars. We are so glad 
that you have succeeded.’ I don’t think it would happen. Or how about this from the 
USA. ‘Dear Brazil. We have found a vaccine for Covid19, and want to share it with your 
nation cost free.’ What do you think, could it happen? Only if there was true Christian 
character in leaders and nations.  



 
These are silly examples, but if they serve to show how little peace there is, so be it. 
Unrest and strife arise because the hearts of humanity are not at peace. When we are 
growing in Christlikeness, then we can lay our lives down, then we can act in a much 
less self-centered way. The peacemaker sees that he has nothing to lose in being like 
this, because all he has is not from him, but from God, and that everything he has in this 
life is beyond his ability to keep. Can we keep our wealth? Ask Job about that. Can we 
keep our lives? We are all growing older and none of us know how many moments we 
have left. Can we keep our stuff? No, it can be stolen from us or moth and rust will get 
it. Can we keep our names alive? No. Most of us will be forgotten in a few years, our 
pictures deleted from the smart phones, not even a yellowing photograph in a cheap 
picture frame. All gone within a few generations if even that. The only thing that lasts is 
our life in Christ, hence the value and importance in taking our faith very seriously.  
 
What is the blessing of being a peacemaker? They shall be called the sons of God. The 
great peacemaker is Christ, and do you remember what the voice from heaven said? 
‘This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.’ What a blessing it is and can be to 
live under the pleasure of God. I am sure we all preferred to live in a happy state with 
our parents when we were young. I am sure we did not like it as much when they got 
called into school to be told what we had done. Perhaps you were not that sort of child!  
 
Persecution. 
 
The blessing of persecution is that it is a badge of authenticity when we are persecuted 
for righteousness sake and not for our own stupidity. The persecution spoken of here is 
not that which arises when we take a position on some matter. It is legitimate to take 
positions and actions about matters. It may be about conservation and global ecological 
matters, or about the present approach to sex education in schools, world hunger and 
so on. However, it is important to realise that sincere Christians do not all hold the same 
view on these subjects, or the best means to deal with them. There is a tendency to try 
and say that this is the Bibles attitude to this and that, but often the Bible offers 
teaching, not a definitive answer to the particular issues that concern us.  
 
For example, poverty. Do we give money to people and nations? I think that that is a 
good idea. However, can we be sure that they will use what is given in a way that helps 
their people? It gets more complicated when put that way! It comes back to the hearts of 
the giver and the hearts of those who receive. Many of us feel uncomfortable giving 
money to folk on the street. We want them to buy food, but we fear that they may spend 
it on other things that do not benefit them. Solving one person’s needs is difficult, 
solving a nations needs is a bit more complicated! I hope you catch my drift here. 
 
However, the persecution that Jesus speaks of here is not the persecution that arises 
because you chained yourself to an air base fence and got arrested, or marched in a 
rally against this or that and the boss found out and overlooked you for a promotion. It is 
pure and simply being persecuted because you are a Christian. Mostly people do not 
get persecuted because they call themselves Christians, at least, not in this country, but 



the persecution spoken of here by Jesus is persecution because we are different from 
other people.  
 
Someone who has had Christlikeness worked in them, whose character is being 
transformed to be like Christs, will be different. The Beatitudes describe Christ’s 
character, and it is this that makes Christians different. The world persecutes Christians 
because they are different. If you read about the martyrs, you may pick up that what 
made the persecutors rage against the believers was that there was nothing they could 
do to get at them. When they threatened the Christians, they did not flinch, but accepted 
the trials and death courageously! The persecutors could kill the body, but not the soul! 
This is the fruit of maturing Christian Character. We read of this in Revelation 12.10-12. 
The last part of verse 12 says, 
 

‘…they did not love their lives so much 
As to shrink from death.’ 

 
Only those who know something of being poor in spirit, who mourn, who are meek will 
do this. Only those who are learning that all of life is in Christ and we actually have 
nothing to lose if we forfeit this life and all to gain in the next, will do this. 
 
Let me draw your attention to two passages. John 15.18-20 and 2 Timothy 3.12. 
 
John 15.18-20 
‘If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world. That is why the world 
hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ 

If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also.’ 
 

One of the most inexplicable things is that Jesus was hounded to death. He was the 
best man who ever lived, yet the crowd shouted out, ‘Crucify Him, crucify Him!’ 

 
We are not to seek out persecution, but if it comes because we are different, we accept 
it. We are not being persecuted for righteousness because we have embraced some 
cause. If the persecution arises because of our Christian life, then we are in the 
company of Christ. If we do embrace causes and suffer for it, this is not wrong as long 
as our conduct is not wrong. Some Christians suffer because they are obnoxious, that is 
not suffering persecution. For example, Daniel was persecuted for disobeying a 
command of the King. However, the command of the king was evil, so Daniel 
maintained his devotion and prayers to God and took the consequences. Christ-like 
character will frequently bring us into conflict with the world and its systems.  
 
2 Timothy 3.12. 

‘In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.’  
 

What Jesus faced from the world of men, we are told the Christian will also face. We 
often think of persecution as being thrown in jail and tortured and so on. However in the 



West, so far, it is less severe and overt. We do hear of people who do not get a well-
deserved promotion because they will not toe the company line of selling their soul to 
the corporation. We know of others who have not progressed in work or sporting 
activities because they would not compete on a Sunday and that sort of thing. I know of 
someone who was demoted because they would not lie for the boss, and the appeal 
was dismissed because the lie was covered over in ‘company policy.’    
 
The thing we are to be most aware of is not to think that the consequences of our 
foolishness or wrongdoing are persecution, even if they are unreasonable and 
disproportionate. Sadly, the body that has been most guilty of persecution of Christians 
is the body called the ‘Church.’ They persecuted Martin Luther, the Pharisees 
persecuted Christ. Organised religion always despises and persecutes the real thing, it 
has always been this way, and it will always be this way. Years ago I remember one of 
the Jesus People giving a definition of a Christian fanatic. A Christian fanatic is 
someone who loves Jesus more that you! Christians are persecuted for Christlikeness, 
and that alone. 
 
The Christian can endure and even rejoice in persecution, because God gives a 
blessing to it. Do you remember Stephen? Look up Acts 7.55. As he was stoned to 
death, he saw the glory of God and Christ waiting to receive him. I wonder if he even felt 
the stones? 
 
As we move on through the Beatitudes, I want to underline that there is an important 
reason why such a character in Christians is important. God does not work on us as a 
Potter just to make us pretty. God does not mold us so that He can put us on a shelf 
and look at us. God wants us to be made into useful pots, not ornaments! Read on in 
Matthew 5 and verses 13-16. God says that people of such character are salt and light. 
Salt gives flavor and prevents corruption, it stops meat going off as quickly as it would if 
it were not salted.  
 
Lot was salt to the cities of the plains. As long as he was there the cities were not 
destroyed. If there had been more like Lot in the city, it would have been spared by 
Abraham’s prayer. Once Lot left, the fire and sulphur fell. This is the preservative power 
of holiness in a community and nation. While Noah constructed the Ark, the rains were 
held back. Once Noah was in the Ark, the rains came, and the judgment fell. While 
Christ was in the boat, it was unsinkable and the destination was sure. We as believers 
are not promised a life of ease, but we are told that we make a difference. 
 
Light shows the way. My word, do we need light in these present days of fear and 
turmoil, never-mind when we have to start paying back the debt we are running up as 
never before. Will there be pensions? Will there be unemployment cover? Will there be 
a diminishing of our standard of living? Who knows, nothing can be beyond 
consideration. Perhaps for a greater number of us, travel will be beyond our budget?  
 
However, what if the salt is not salty enough? What if the salt has been so depleted or 
watered down that it can neither give flavour nor prevent corruption? What if the light is 



so dim or so covered over with stuff that it no longer does its job? This passage does 
not give a bright outlook. It tells us that un-salty salt gets thrown out on the road and 
walked over! If we read the Old Testament or the book of Revelation, we read about 
peoples and congregations which lost their saltiness and light and guess what, they are 
nowhere to be seen today. They were trodden under foot generations ago.  
 
Is that then the end of it? Is it the end of a Christian or Christian congregation which has 
become un-salty? The Bible has many hard passages which are frightening, Hebrews 6 
for example which refer to this sad decline. However, there are other passages which 
give God’s prescription, His medicine to heal and restore Christians and Congregations 
which are becoming or have become ‘luke warm’, and these we will look at in the near 
future. 
 
For now, let us consider this. Are we growing in Christ-likeness? Are we yielding 
ourselves more and more willingly to the gentle, strong and kind hands of the Master 
Potter? Are we being shaped and transformed into vessel for the Master’s use? It does 
not matter how old we are, nor how far we have gone already in Christ-like growth, nor 
even if we have hardly begun to be molded. What matters is what we do now, yield, or 
continue in hard-heartedness. Today is the day of salvation, today is the first day of the 
rest of our lives or the next days to the end of our lives. We must shake ourselves up 
and read and think and pray that the Divine Potter will take this clay, which is all that we 
are, and work on us for His pleasure and His will. That will bring us greater joy than 
anything else. 
 
One of the saddest characters in the Bible is King Solomon. He had wisdom above all 
others, yet his heart was led astray by ‘loving many foreign women.’ Listen to what he 
had to say about his life of prosperity, pleasure and opulence. He said that it was all 
vanity and a striving to catch the wind. Most of us never have enough leisure time or 
money to pursue pleasure as Solomon did, and don’t get to see the vanity of it all in this 
lifetime. How sad it will be to enter heaven and see all that we could have had, but did 
not pursue or believe.  Perhaps that is why we are told that the Lord will wipe away 
every tear, tears of sorrow when we see what we missed in God in this life. Best to 
follow the life that the Master Potter calls blessed, and not rely on our own 
understanding! 
 
           


