
Sunday 5th of April 2020 
Palm Sunday 

 
Today is Palm Sunday, a day when we often sing happy songs about Jesus going up to 
Jerusalem. We have songs about how the crowds of disciples and followers sang 
Hosanna and accompanied Jesus into the city in a coronation parade. We often imagine 
it was cute little children who cast the palm branches on the road, and skipped and 
danced. That is nice and familiar, but there was much more happening that day than we 
imagine.  
 
The triumphal entry of Jesus is recorded in all the four gospels, the fullest account 
coming in Luke chapter 19 verses 28 to 44. The fact that each of the Gospel writers tells 
of Jesus entry into Jerusalem indicates that the account is central to the unfolding 
drama of the Cross and Salvation. The immediate background, and qualifier of this 
passage is found in Luke chapter 18 verses 31-34. We can set the scene of the 
triumphal entry in this way. The disciples thought one thing was about to happen, but 
Jesus was taking the road to something much greater which has baffled philosophers 
and the wise ever since, even to the present day. In this passage we are being 
permitted to look into a deep mystery, and a series of events which have changed 
history forever.  
 
The passage begins with a miracle, the miracle of the borrowed colt. It is not just that 
the owner of the animal lends it without conditions, hire or contract, but that Jesus tells 
the disciples what to do and what to say, and it all comes about just as He had said. 
This may seem strange to us that the disciples would do as instructed for such a 
strange errand, but think about what these 12 men had seen and heard! They had seen 
the violence of storms silenced with a word, they had handed out a non-stop meal to 
thousands from almost nothing, they had seen diseases and sicknesses, from which 
people did not often recover, healed, and they had seen no hope cases of demonic 
infestation resolved with a word of command. They had become aware that with Jesus it 
was often the impossible and the unexpected which happened. They were learning this, 
and the outcome was that they obeyed even when Jesus gave strange instructions. A 
chief goal of discipleship is obedience to Christ, and this is an important lesson to learn.  
 
However this is not the greatest thing regarding the triumphal entry. There were two 
different things happening that day. There was what the people thought was happening, 
and there was what Jesus was actually doing, and these were very different things. 
 
Jerusalem had a history. Jerusalem was the City of God, the place of His habitation. 
Jerusalem was the place above all other places that God had chosen to dwell in the 
midst of His people. We can read all about this in the early chapters of 2 Chronicles. 
See 2 Chronicles 6.6, Psalm 48.1-3 and 78.68. It was the city that was spoken about in 
the Old Testament and later in the New Testament as the City that God loved most of 
all places in His creation. It was the place where He manifestly chose to dwell in the 
midst of His people. This dwelling of God with His people is what is meant to 
characterize and define the Church. 



 
I am sure that we have all seen photographs of family circles. Great grandparents, 
grandparents, parents, children, grandchildren and so on, all together. The eldest of the 
generations looking pleased and content with all their offspring around them. Jerusalem 
was meant to be, not a photograph as I described, but a living spectacle of God as 
Father surrounded by His chosen people, His Family. However, the Old Testament tells 
us of the crisis and conflicts of this family, and how God acted to bring them into order. 
Further, the City of Jerusalem played a central place in all the great upheavals and 
victories of the Jewish people. It was also a symbol of what was to come, a perfect city 
coming down from heaven, heaven coming to earth. 
 
Jesus was coming up to Jerusalem because an event was about to occur which would 
have life and death implications for every person who has ever lived, or will ever live. 
The event of events was about to be enacted, the death of the Son of God on a cross. 
 
Jesus knew that He was going to suffer and die in the City He loved, it was the reason 
that He had come into the world. He would be the Lamb which God had chosen, the 
true Passover Lamb, the One who would for time and eternity deal with the great plight 
of mankind, even our eternal death, because of sin. 
 
That is why Jesus came, and He had told His disciples on a number of occasions that 
He was going to suffer and die in Jerusalem. However, even in the days before, they 
had not understood. Luke 18.31-34. They were still thinking of an earthly kingdom, they 
were expecting too little! 
 
There were two different things happening that day when Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
There was an expectation that excited the people, and there was the purpose of Christ, 
and these were very different from each other. 
 
Let us think about what the disciples and many of the people thought was happening. 
The great company that sang and covered the road with branches and cloaks were 
looking on Jesus as the miracle worker who would come to Jerusalem, proclaim Himself 
King and then with His mighty powers set about liberating the City of Jerusalem and the 
nation from Roman rule. The people were thinking of an earthly king who would bring 
liberation so that things could go back to the good old days, back to normal again. 
 
Even the close band of disciples continued to expect the restoration of the glory days of 
the earthly nation. They were thinking about a restoration of the days of King David and 
Solomon. That would have been wonderful for them, but Jesus mission was much 
greater. They did not realise or understand that Jesus was working to establish an 
eternal Kingdom. We see the disciples asking this same question with the same hope 
even after the Resurrection in Acts 1.6! However, after Pentecost, they saw things 
differently. It requires the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit for believers to see beyond 
this world as the only world. We are all blind and short sighted as the disciples were, but 
we do not have to stay that way. 
 



The people were like their forefathers who had cried out to Samuel to give them a king 
so that they could be like the other nations. We read of this in 1 Samuel 8.1-9. They got 
King Saul, who did not do well. It is human nature to want to be like everyone else, to 
have a king, and this was the very desire of the people in Jesus day. We read in John 
6.14-16 that the people wanted to crown Jesus their King because of His powerful 
miracles. The thought was surely this miracle worker will do His wonders and defeat 
and expel the Romans from Israel, and restore the territories that David had won.  
 
Does that sound familiar in our present days? Many voices are saying that once we get 
over the present crisis, then things can get back to normal! For any of us who have this 
hope, let me say that if this is what we think, then we are missing the point of the 
present crisis, just as the people were in Jesus day. Like them, most of us live as if this 
life is all there is. If we were to read the Bible, we would see that the priorities of the 
world and people of the world are totally different from what God values. We value 
prosperity of all sorts, the twin mantras today are ‘Save the NHS’ and ‘the economy.’ 
Everyone is concerned about wealth and standard of living, but few are concerned 
about the eternal welfare of our souls! We are right to value the NHS and the economy, 
but they are transient. Value them, yes, but not at the neglect of our souls, which last 
forever. 
 
The people were doing what they had always done. They wanted a King who would 
improve their lot. They wanted to regain a national freedom and identity, they wanted 
prosperity and a position in the world, and they wanted a good life in this world. Sounds 
familiar does it not! 
 
We need to see that what the people thought was happening was not the prime interest 
to God. We are all prone to utterly misunderstand what God does and values. Here is a 
little test. What do we spend most of our free time doing and thinking about? If we were 
told that tomorrow we could do anything we wanted, cost not being an issue, what 
would we do? The answers to questions like these show us what we actually regard as 
our priorities. On the other hand, what sorts of things does God regard as priorities for 
us?  What about Matthew 5? Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, 
those who hunger and thirst after righteousness and so on. These are what deliver us 
from the real enemies of our soul. These are what save us from the power of sin, even 
cancelled sin. The Romans were not the real enemy of the people in Jesus day, just as 
the affairs of the world, even this virus, are not our real enemy today.  
 
Jesus accepted this enthronement procession, even saying about the criticism of the 
Pharisees, that if the people did not praise Him, the stones would cry out. Jesus was 
indicating that praise was appropriate to be offered to Him. In fact, it is appropriate that 
praise be offered from every person living or who will ever live. It does not matter what 
nation, culture, religion, colour, race class, or age we are. God is due the allegiance of 
all peoples. This is not understood widely in the Church today. So many of us have 
imbibed the lie that it does not matter what faith we follow as long as we are sincere. 
Not so. God is the God of all He has created, and this includes every creature that 
draws breath. God is due worship by all because it is God who gives breath to all. 



 
So then, what is Jesus doing coming to Jerusalem in this way? The Old Testament 
rules of how a new king is chosen are very simple. They must first be one of the Hebrew 
Nation, hence Jesus birth to Hebrew parents. He must have prophetic calling, that is, 
the prophets must verify God’s election. If you read the references in your Bible you will 
see that the verses quoted in the text come from the prophets of old, and then there 
was John the Baptist who pointed to Jesus and said, ‘Behold the Lamb of God…’ 
Lastly, the people had to accept the king designate by popular acclaim. Jesus submitted 
Himself to these rules so that He was the legitimate King of the people, and so 
authourised, as it were, to act on their behalf. Jesus did this to fulfill all righteousness.   
 
Jesus did not go up to Jerusalem to be an earthly monarch, but firstly to be the Lamb of 
God, who was to die for the sins of the world. This was the first step, as it were to His 
enthronement as the King of Kings. Then as King of Kings Jesus will save His people, 
not always or firstly, from earthly enemies, but from the enemies of our souls, namely 
sin, sins and Satan. Jesus is tackling the real issues of life and death, not just the 
superficial matters of life. 
 
This is a serious matter because there is a tendency in today’s Church to live as if 
Jesus came to earth and died to make us tall, blue eyed and blond! Many people pray 
for God to make them successful and wealthy and even that their team will win the 
league! If this is what we think the Cross is all about, then it is not the Cross of Easter. If 
we think that Jesus came up to Jerusalem to make the people happy, then we are 
looking for a King like Saul. What Jesus is doing is taking on the work of saving our 
souls, an eternal saving, and earthly blessings are given to some, or their absence, do 
not matter for the rest.  
 
However, Luke tells us something more which is dreadfully sad and quite frightening 
and should not be ignored by any. Sadly, it is ignored by most people even as it was 
ignored by the people of Jerusalem in Jesus day. Jesus came to save them from the 
penalty of their sins. There is rescue from this through Jesus, but where this rescue is 
refused, the sentence is enacted. 
 
Turn to Matthew 10 and look at verses 24-25. This glorious heavenly King and 
Kingdom, while being offered to all, will be accepted by few. If people did not respond to 
Jesus when He was physically present, then they will not respond when He is gone. If 
they rejected the words of Jesus, then they will reject the words of His disciples. The 
Master and the servants will be treated alike. Some will, and Jesus encourages us that 
this will be true. However, He also teaches us to be as wise as serpents in our 
expectations and as innocent as doves in our proclamation of the Gospel to all. 10.16. 
This is not an easy line to walk. We are to proclaim the message of rescue as if all will 
hear, but not be cast down when they don’t, and then keep on going and proclaiming! 
 
I hope that we all know the Parable of the sower. A sower went out to sow, and some 
seed fell….. on different grounds. Only one of the soils produces plants that produced 
fruit. The road is hard and the gate is narrow that leads to life, and few there are who 



find it. Jesus said that. He also warned that there is a broad way and a broad gate that 
leads to destruction, and many take that road. The choice is clear. 
 
There is in Luke this sobering prophecy of Christ, that by and large, the people of 
Jerusalem will miss the day of visitation. Either they will be caught up in an excitement 
of an expectation of an earthly kingdom, or reject Christ when it doesn’t come as they 
hoped. This came about. Within a week the crowds were shouting, ‘Crucify Him, cruc 
ify Him.’  You can’t get stronger rejection than that. 
 
Within 70 years, Jerusalem is utterly destroyed by the Romans as a direct result of its 
rejection of Christ. 
 
The whole Passion Week was a time when mighty forces were in play. Those in 
Jerusalem missed this moment, and millions of people miss it in our day. Jesus is going 
to the Cross to accomplish a work that has the power to give eternal life, to deliver from 
eternal death. Jesus dies to open the path of life, but it must be chosen, we must 
respond to the offer given. The house is not bought until the paper is signed, even if our 
older brother has guaranteed to pay the price. The drowning man who has had a hand 
reached out to him from the life boat is not saved until he grasps that outstretched arm, 
and clings on to it. The disease is not cured until the doctor is called and the medicine 
taken. So it was with Jerusalem, it could not be saved by the blood of Jesus shed on the 
Cross if it did not believe in Him and receive Him. So it is with us. The Cross cannot 
save us if we do not believe and receive Christ into our lives. 
 
Do not be fooled. There has never been, and there will never be such a manifest 
outpouring and demonstration of God’s love for us as that displayed by the Cross of 
Christ. It was enacted to save us from death and hell. However, if we do not respond to 
the Cross in humility and faith, if we do not receive Christ into our hearts and there have 
Him set up His rule of humility and holiness, and hold to this, then death and hell will still 
claim their just prize. The tears of Jesus show us how much He loved those people in 
the city. What parent has not wept over a child who goes astray? Jesus wept out of love 
and sorrow. Love proved by His death, sorrow because they would not come under His 
wing of protection. 
 
It is so easy to make Easter and the Cross a time of mushy thinking, Easter eggs and 
little fluffy chickens, but it is a cataclysmic time, a time that rocked the foundations of 
earth and hell. A time of decision for life and death. It is the same today.  
 
This Palm Sunday when we are faced with the fear of the pandemic reaching us and 
people we know, when there is difficulty because of the lock down, when life is so 
dislocated, there are actually more important things to think about. The virus may take 
this life from us, but there is a more deadly disease abroad in the land. It is the disease 
of sin that will not only take this life from us, but can rob us of eternal life. There is a test 
and a cure, and it is the crucified and resurrected Christ. Jesus came up to Jerusalem to 
go to the Cross and grave. He died and was raised to save all who come to Him, who 
will believe and receive Him. This is the deeper work God was doing through Christ. We 



must believe and receive Him, and tell as many others as we can, that they too can be 
rescued from fear and death. 
 
   


