
Good Friday - April 2020 
 

Matthew 26.47-68 
 

Good Friday and Easter morning go together. On Good Friday, Jesus is condemned to 
death on false charges, is handed over to the Romans. This happens because the 
Jews, under the Roman rule, were not permitted to pass the death penalty. Even then, 
the religious authorities were content for the Romans to do their dirty work because they 
didn’t want to become unclean on the eve of the Passover, Israel’s most important 
festival. 
 
Can we see the irony of this, for the sake of a religious ceremony, the people killed the 
Lamb of God, the Messiah, the One to whom the Law and Prophets pointed. As the late 
Derek Prince used to say, ‘religion is the enemy of reality.’ Jesus was given up to 
wicked men by the appointment of the Father. So says Acts chapter 2 verses 22-23 
which tells us that it was the Fathers will to bruise Christ, and it was Christ’s will to 
endure all this.  
 
‘Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did amongst you through Him, as you 
yourselves know. This man was handed over by you by God’s set purpose and 

foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him 
to the cross.’ 

 
All of this was prophesised in Isaiah, spoken about by John the Baptist and by Jesus 
Himself.  
 
Many people recoil at the thought of a Saviour who saves by the shedding of His blood. 
Others today would have us believe that Christ was an innocent victim who did not see 
the Cross coming, while others want to accuse God of the greatest incidence of child 
abuse. Others want to speculate on theories of a bloodless sacrifice, or say, if God 
made everything without blood being shed, why was it not possible for Him to fix our 
predicament by a grand gesture and wipe away our debt of sin and let bygones be 
bygones. 
 
All of these ideas indicate how little we know of the ways of God. When God dealt with 
our sin and transgressions, He had to do it to His own satisfaction, and that is what we 
are to focus on. The theology is simple, for God just to wink at our sin, and say, ‘boys 
will be boys,’ He would have to change and not be true to His promise. 
 

‘On the day that you eat of it, you will die.’  
 

This was God’s promise from the beginning. If God now changed His word, how would 
we be sure that any other of His promises would stand, how could we trust Him? God’s 
dilemma is this, if you will permit me to put it like that! God having a dilemma! I think not, 



but to us it is a dilemma. He must execute the just sentence of His law against those 
who break it, but in doing so, He will condemn the very people He created and loves. 
 
The Father and the Son make a covenant. The Son will bear the sentence of death 
Himself, and the Father promises to give Him a people for His inheritance. The Father is 
willing to send His Son to die, and the Son comes willingly to do so out of love for His 
Father and love for the people God has promised Him. 
 
The Hymn writers help us here. Consider the well-known, but little thought about hymn, 
‘There is a green hill far away.’ 
 

4. ‘There was no other good enough 
To pay the price of sin;  

He only could unlock the gate 
Of heaven, and let us in.’ 

 
Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-95 

 
That’s it you see, there was no-one who could die for the sins of us all other than Jesus. 
I may wish to die for the sins of my family to spare them, but if my blood had been shed, 
it would not have availed to remove even my sins, never mind anyone else’s. I would 
die for my own sins. I could die as a substitute, I could only die the death of a guilty 
man. 
 
Here’s one from Charles Wesley. 
 

‘Would Jesus have a sinner die? 
Why hangs He then on yonder tree?  

What means that strange expiring cry? 
Sinner’s He prays for you and me; 

Forgive them Father, O forgive! 
They know not that through Me they live.’ 

 
Only a sinless man could be an effective substitute, and that was the man Christ Jesus, 
Son of man and Son of God.  
 
Here’s a hymn from a collection of John Wilson. The title of the collection is a mouthful, 
but that is the way they did things in the mid 1700’s. The collection is called,  
 

‘One hundred gospel-hymns, in memory of redeeming love, and of the death and 
suffering of the Lord Jesus Christ, for perishing sinners.’ 

 
I bought this collection for the title alone and then discovered treasures within! Let me 
implore you again to first read your Bibles and then secondly, read your hymn books. 
Hymns are mini commentaries on Bible passages or themes. Hymns are often wasted 
by singing them. Read them, read them again and then sing them over and over! 



 
Christ’s love and Excellency. 

 
1. ‘What love is this! That Christ should bear 

Man’s curse and Punishment, 
And shed His Blood upon the Cross, 

Till every Drop was spent! 
 

2. Love made Him come to save the Lost, 
Give Sight unto the Blind, 

To loose the Captives that are bound, 
And ease the grieved Mind.’ 

 
It was love for a helpless race that brought Christ to the Cross, and on it the Father and 
Son showed the extent of their love for sinners. This is why consecration to Christ is so 
important, even though in practice, we do not give Him the same commitment that He 
gave us and which is His due. He died in our place, our lives are forfeit to Him. We owe 
Him everything. Sadly this is not how most, if any of us, actually live. The Father gave 
His only beloved Son. Christ gave His life for us. What do we give the Father and the 
Son in return? It is impossible for us to give God even His due, never mind more than 
His due. Sadly most people in the land today do not even give Christ a nod in passing. 
 
Good Friday is not only a terrible day of suffering for Christ, but most importantly it is the 
displaying of the great love of God for fallen people. 
 
How do we know if we have the beginnings of an adequate, a saving knowledge and 
understanding of the Cross of Christ? This is important, because unless we see from 
what Christ saved us, and understand what is required of us to live in its benefits, we 
may be as religious as can be, but not actually a beneficiary of the Cross. How many 
people watch a football match, say Aberdeen verses Rangers or Celtic? Probably many 
thousands. How many actually play the game? Only 22! All the rest are spectators. 
When it comes to the Christian faith, there are no spectators, only participants. 
 
It’s a bit like the debate about the Corona virus. How do we know if we have had it and 
so hopefully have some immunity to reinfection? We need an antibody test. It is the 
same with the Christian faith, it needs to be in the blood, not just the head. So then, how 
do we test for faith in our blood, in our hearts? I will come to that later. 
 
This is important, because just as the blood of the Passover Lamb had to be applied to 
the doors of the Hebrew families in Egypt, so the blood of Christ has to be applied to our 
hearts to be effective. Exodus 12.21-23. 
 
 
 

 
 


