
Sunday 29th. March 2020 
 

One of the saddest bits of TV I have seen in the last couple of weeks was a posting by 
an NHS worker. She was saying how scared she was of contracting the present virus 
due to the scarcity of protective clothing and the way people end their lives who are 
seriously ill with the virus. All that was very understandable, but what made the clip so 
striking was that as she was recounting her concerns and observations, she was crying 
and was shaking uncontrollably with fear. The poor soul was terrified of getting infected 
and perhaps facing a very unpleasant death. This too is understandable. However, I 
wonder how many people today are being confronted with a thought that is unwelcome 
and given little attention when life is ‘normal.’ 
 
Whether it is by Corona Virus, accident, illness or age, we are all time limited. Very few 
people understand why we have been given this life. This life, 70 years, perhaps more, 
perhaps less, is given to us as, ‘on the job training for eternity.’ This life has been given 
to us to cultivate our souls and not our bodies only. How are we doing? Are we ready for 
what is to come an instant after we close our eyes for the last time?  
 
Some people live in self-deception. They say that they do not believe in life after death, 
neither in heaven nor hell. What a pointless life this would be if true! We would have 
been born, have children, age and die, and that’s it all over! What’s the point of that? It 
means that we are worse off than the plants and the animals. They grow, reproduce 
young or seed, and that is the end of it, they wither and die. They have no conception of 
death because they are not conscious creatures. We are conscious creatures, and God 
has left an echo in each of us of the Garden of Eden, and an echo that tells us that we 
are meant for more than 70 years more or less and then annihilation.   
 
This echo is the sense most of us have, be it ever so faint, that we are meant for more 
than a few years, but that there is something within us that recoils at this thought of 
death. For me, I find that just as I am beginning to be fit to make something of my life, it 
is nearly over, and my body is not as strong as it once was, and aches a lot!  
 
These are just the things that many, many people feel and think even apart from a 
consideration of what the Bible says.  
 
We are nearing Easter, and last week I asked us to think about the Cross of Christ, and 
to consider what the physical shape of the Cross can say to us. This week, I want to 
look at an astonishing aspect of the Cross described in 1 Corinthians 15. This chapter is 
called the resurrection chapter, and it deals in a very nitty-gritty way with the subject of 
life after death. How this can happen, and considers what would be our state if the 
Resurrection was not a fact. It faces the criticisms that people from the beginning 
raised, and it sets Christianity and its validity squarely on this, that Christ died, was 
buried, was raised from the dead on the third day, and that He left an empty tomb. If this 
is not true, then nothing in Christianity is true, and if this is true, then everything about 
Christianity is true. It is as blunt as that. I like black and white matters, either the Cross 
works, or it doesn’t. There is no room for, ‘it works in a certain way,’ it is a great 



demonstration of the despairing love of Christ, a good man,’ and all the other things 
some modern theologians peddle as a way of masking unbelief!   
 
The Bible makes claims for itself, and Christ made claims for Himself, and so we must 
deal with the text of Scripture and leave the unbelieving theologians to philosophise and 
speculate. We do not find the vibrant Christians in the beginning of the Church  and 
since, turning to the philosophy of doubt and speculation, rather they turned to the 
words of Jesus, acted faith upon them, believed, and astonishing things happened. 
 
Today’s question is this. What else did Jesus accomplish on the Cross. We will look at 
one more matter. 
 
1 Corinthians 15. 42-49. 
 
‘So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is 
raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it 

is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. So it is written, ’the first Adam 

became a living being,’ the last Adam a life-giving spirit. The spiritual did not come first, 
but the natural and after that the spiritual. The first man was of the dust of the earth, the 
second man from heaven. As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; 
and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. And just as we 

have born the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from 
heaven.’ 

 
There is a huge amount of important truth in this chapter 15, and a lot of threads in the 
passage quoted above. I want to pull out a couple of strands in considering what Christ 
accomplished on the Cross for us. 
 
1. Paul presents us with the fact of there being a resurrection. He has no doubt about 
this, and why? Let me remind you of his history as we find it in Acts 9. Paul had been 
knocked off his donkey, he had been blinded, he had heard the voice of Christ, and an 
ordinary Christian had come and prayed for him and his sight was restored. Within all 
this, Paul had been commissioned to declare the truth of Christ where before he had 
been persecuting Christ and His people and was doing all he could to eradicate any 
mention of the Name of Christ in the known world. Paul is now included in the band of 
disciples who had had,’ an experience that was self -erifying and needed neither defens 
nor proof.’ That is a quote from A. W Tozer. Now try and persuade me that Paul had 
any doubt as to the validity of Christ’s resurrection. This was even before he talked to 
the Apostles who were eye witnesses to the Resurrection of Jesus. There is a case that 
unbelievers must answer. How is it possible that Christianity has lasted so long if it is 
founded on a myth? The evidences for the resurrection, and the fate of myths do not 
tally. Myths fade, truth continues, despite conspiracy theories and speculations. 
 
2. Let me try and boil things down as regards first and last Adams, first and last men. 



The first Adam was the one in the Garden of Eden, the one who fell and visited disaster 
upon all of mankind. This man was made of dust, and it is to dust that he returned, and 
we will all return to when we die. The second man, is Christ, the Incarnate Son of God, 
born of Mary and so is true God and true man. 
 
Charles Wesley’s famous Christmas hymn tells us about this. 
 

‘….Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail, the Incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel!’ 

 
There is the first earthly Adam. Then there is Christ the last Adam. What this means is 
that with the coming of Christ, God is instituting a new race of men. There is the earthy 
man, and there is a new order of man, Christ. There is the once born, Adam, and there 
is the twice born Adam, Christians. There is the man Adam, the first Adam, and then 
there is Christ, the man, who is the last Adam. Christ brings one race of men to an end, 
and institutes a new race of men. Christ is the bridge between a merely earthly 
humanity and a new born man who has spirit as well as body. Christ, as a man, 
summed up and ended one race of men, and The resurrected Christ as a man gives His 
resurrected life to those who believe. 
 
We are told that the first man was fashioned from the dust. That is the man we read 
about in Genesis. The second man is Jesus who came from heaven and is the spiritual 
man.  
 
We are being told in this passage that there are two sorts of people in the world, and 
only two. There are those who belong only to the earthly race, and there are those who 
have been transferred from being earthly men onl,y to becoming spiritual beings, albeit, 
still in these mortal bodies. It is the Cross of Christ that has made it possible to be 
reborn a spiritual person, to have the seed of eternal life within us.  
 
This rebirth, this transformation does not mean that we will not go through a physical 
death. Our bodies will die, but the spiritual life of Christ in us will mean that we never 
die, and that at the end of the ages, we will be given spiritual bodies like Christ.  
 
Can you see this? The Cross marked the end of one condition and opened the way for 
a new condition to exist for those who believe. Colossians 1.13 tells us of this 
transference from one condition of mortality to the condition of life in Christ. 
 
‘For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom 

of the Son he loves…’ 
 

All of this, the ending of one race and the beginning of a new race is God’s work. It is 
something that God does for us. It is not some great experience, but it is essentially a 
legal matter. It is similar to what happens when someone is adopted. They have a 



change of name, a change of situation, but the implications of it are far reaching. There 
may be an experience of great joy, I grant you, but at the moment of adoption the 
adoptee is still the same little boy or girl they were before. It will take time to understand 
and embrace the changes that come because of the change of status, from being an 
orphan, to becoming a part of a new family. 
 
Our part in all this is to believe the record true. Perhaps we could say that accepting the 
Scriptures, believing in Christ and the Cross are our adoption papers. We become a 
member of this new humanity by believing in Jesus, and then God applies all the legal 
stuff He has prepared to make our being part of a new family real. 
We sometimes used to sing a song which begins, 
 

‘I am a new creation….’ 
 

These verses in 1 Corinthians 15 tell us how this happens and what being a Christian 
means. It means having been given a new life, a life that exists through and beyond the 
grave. 
 
3. So what are some of the implications of this, especially in these strange days in 
which we live? 
 
We need to be sure and clear that we belong to this new order of humanity. We need to 
be sure that the Cross has been applied to us and that we are born again, transferred 
into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son, that we are ‘believers.’ If we are unsure, that 
can be disconcerting, but many, many Christians have an assurance of the truth of 
these things. This assurance comes as we meditate, think on, and digest the Scriptures, 
as we seek God for Himself and have fellowship with Him in prayer. In other words, 
there are things that we can do to become more convinced of the truthfulness of what 
God has said and promised us in the Bible. 
 
As  we become more certain of our security in God’s rescue, we will find that the fear of 
death will reduce, This does not mean that we will not have anxiety from time to time 
regarding the means of our death, but we will need not fear it as so many do today. 
Being a Christian does not make us immune to succumbing to this present virus, nor 
does it mean that we will not suffer death as all people do, but it will mean that we will 
have a hope that reaches beyond death and into a future life with Christ. 
 
There are two things that are important for us in these strange days. 
Firstly that we ensure that we do in fact belong to Christ. 
Secondly that we find a way to tell as many people as will listen, that there is a life in 
Christ beyond death, and that this is a gift Christ has won through the Cross, and is 
given to those who believe. 
 
 
  

 



 
 

 
 
  
 


