
Sunday 22nd. March 2020 
 

I wonder how many of us today have become aware of how slender a thread our lives 
hang on, and also how slender a thread our economy hangs on. There was a day when 
people had savings and could weather a tough patch whether it be six weeks of snow 
and ice, or a bout of real flu. It seems today that most of us live hand to mouth and do 
not have any reserves set apart for a rainy day. 
 
Perhaps it is this ‘live for today’ mentality that contributes to the lack of concern many 
show regarding our eternal future. I don’t deny that many people have become 
disinterested in ‘church.’ Some of this is well deserved because of the rather poor type 
of Christianity displayed in the lives of many church goers. However, that does not do 
away with the fact that there is a message that needs to be considered even if you 
personally dislike the messengers. It is soon to be Easter, and there is an important 
reality that lies behind all the stuff we prefer to put in its place. Daffodils and Easter 
eggs are nice, but there is much more to Easter than these. 

 
In 1 Corinthians Paul says this about the Cross of Christ. His death, burial and 
resurrection are all embraced by, ‘the Cross.’  
 
‘For the message of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God.’ 
1 Corinthians 1.18 

 
‘For I resolved know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified.’ 
1 Corinthians 2.2 

 
Easter is almost upon us, and it will be a very different Easter than any other we have 
had before. No Easter egg hunts for children in the parks or early Easter morning 
services with a bacon roll breakfast afterwards. However, this does not mean that we 
cannot in the quiet of our own homes, spend time thinking and contemplating the 
significance of the Cross of Christ. 
 
Verse 18 quoted above tells us that something that happened 2000 years ago is still an 
active life changing event. We are told that this thing that happened to Christ is the 
power of God to save. Paul also says in verse 2 of chapter 2, that the main message, 
the good news, the Gospel, is all about Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. These verses 
mean that there is no way to be saved apart from the Cross. This cannot be ours 
without having some understanding, a grasp, a belief, and an experience, in some way, 
of the present living power of this Christ and what He accomplished on the Cross. This 
makes the Cross of Christ as much an issue today as it was those thousands of years 
ago. 
 
I want us to use our imaginations. It might help to get a piece of paper or card and draw 
a Cross on it. A long vertical line, and then three quarters of the way up this line, a 



shorter horizontal line from left to right. Most people have an idea of what a cross looks 
like.  
 
I am going to use metaphors and word pictures to try and convey some of the 
significance of the Cross. Isaac Watt wrote a hymn that begins, 
 

‘When I survey the wondrous cross’ 
 

The word ‘survey’ means to measure out the length and breadth and height of 
something, to cost its construction, it does not mean to have  quick look and then get 
back to something more diverting! What made him regard the Cross of Christ as 
wondrous? If we were to read and reread the rest of this hymn, we would be given 
some ideas. There is another hymn by I MacPherson. It begins ‘If I but knew thee as 
thou art.’ This will let you look it up online if you wish. Stanza 2 concludes with these 
words, 
 

I should rejoice with thee to feel 
The sorrow of the cross.’ 

 
How can we rejoice in feeling the sorrow of the Cross? If we have no idea of what these 
hymn words allude too, then we have a poor grasp of the significance of the Cross of 
Christ, and this will hinder our experience of ‘being saved’ by the power of God. 
 
1. The Cross itself. 
Here I am asking you to go on a flight of imagination with me, but to use the drawing of 
the cross on the card as an aid to understanding. 
 
Think firstly of the vertical line we drew. The bottom of the line is planted on earth. We 
could draw a hill at the foot of the cross if that helps. Christ came to earth to die. This 
event was planted on the earth, the cross was planted in the earth, and Jesus died on 
the earth for those who live in it. The Cross happened for the benefit of humankind. 
 
Let our eyes travel from the base of the vertical line upwards. The top of the cross 
points upwards to the heavens above. What Jesus did on earth on the cross relates to 
an opening up, a reunion between earth and heaven, a restoration of a direct line of 
contact between earth and God. 
 
This openness to God had been lost by the entrance of sin into the world. We are told 
that the relationship between man and God was broken by sin. The relationship fell from 
walking with God in the cool of the evening, with no shame, to that of hiding in the trees 
from God and sewing fig leaves together to hide the shame of being naked. If we want 
proof of our fallen and sinful state, then answer this question, have we ever experienced 
shame?  Ever been shamed for our looks, our abilities in school? Ever made a fool of 
ourselves and felt foolish? That is a form of shame. We use shame to get at people, to 
motivate people, our world is full of shaming. Have you ever done something about 



which you were embarrassed? That is a form of shame. Shame is an evidence of our 
fallen state, and our need of a saviour, a powerful Saviour.  
 
After the fall, man was expelled from the pleasant garden, from paradise, as it were. 
What is one of the strongest desires we have? To return to a place of safety, pleasure, 
peace, well-being and so on. This is often manifest in the person who slaves or 
manipulates to get enough fame, fortune or power to feather their nest and be secure. 
In today’s crisis, the virus does not distinguish between the wealthy and talented and 
the rest of us ordinary mortals. Not even wealth, reputation or power can shield us from 
all the cold winds outside of the garden! 
 
The vertical line points to the restoration of friendship and peace between God and 
humankind. The initiative comes from God, the outworking of this peace treaty is 
enacted through the Cross. Romans 5.1 tells us that we are justified by faith, and so 
have peace with God through Jesus Christ. Verse 6 of the same chapter tells us the 
means of accomplishing this, it is by the death of Christ on the Cross. 
 
2. The horizontal line. 
 
The horizontal line reaches from left to right, from west to east, it points back in time and 
forward into eternity. The Cross of Christ did not just happen as if by accident 
Ephesians 1.4 tells us that God’s purposes accomplished by the Cross reach back to 
before the creation of the world, and stretch forward into eternity. The Cross was 
conceived before time, and its effects flow on for all eternity. This ‘being saved’ of 1 
Corinthians 1.18 is an eternal saving, a life that will never end, not just a fix for this life. 
 
3. Christ on the Cross 
 
Imagine if you can the man of sorrows on the cross. A nail through His crossed ankles, 
and a nail through each wrist holding Him on the Cross and to the Cross. Jesus took on 
the shape of the Cross, His arms stretched out and His palms turned out towards those 
who were looking on. 
 
Have you ever seen on a basketball game, or in a rugby match? Often, a defender will 
reach out his or her arms as a defending stance. Have you ever reached your arms 
wide to embrace a child or grandchild running to greet you? Have you ever stretched 
out your arms in an appeal to someone? Stretching out our arms indicates that we want 
to embrace someone or something. 
 
Let me put it to you that on the Cross Christs arms were extended in more than a 
position of death. 
 
Firstly, Christ was facing God, with outstretched arms and was saying to God, ‘I stand 
between your righteous and justified anger over the sin of those you have created. I 
stand with arms outstretched to take the wrath deserved by mankind. Pour it out on me, 
your wrath will not reach men, it has to come on me.’ In like fashion, Jesus opened His 



arms wide to embrace the sentence of the Law, the guilty verdict, and pleaded guilty to 
all the charges of God’s broken Law. He took that guilt and condemnation on Himself. 
On the Cross Jesus opened His arms wide and said to the executioner to carry out the 
sentence of the Judge on Him, and death took Him! 
 
Jesus stretched out His arms and all of us who should have been consumed by God’s 
wrath, condemned by the Law and executed, were sheltered from it all by Jesus. He 
hung in our place and opening His arms wide to take all the violent shock of wrath, 
condemnation and execution. No wonder His heart burst and He died in sorrow. This is 
why the hymn speaks of the wondrous Cross, What Jesus did for fallen humanity was 
astounding. Who ever heard of the wronged party ever bearing the penalty for the 
offending criminal?   
 
That is far from all that Christ did in facing God on the Cross, but it is a start. However, 
we must move on to another thought. 
 
When Christ extended His arms on the Cross, He was also reaching out to mankind. 
His back torn by the whip, His brow pierced with thorns, He was reaching out to 
humanity to come to Him, to shelter under the shadow of the Cross, under His wings as 
Psalm 91 describes, to come to Him to be protected from wrath, sentence and 
execution that was due to us. In John we hear Jesus say, ‘Come to me all who are 
weary… and you shall find rest for your souls. Jesus was our human shield. He was the 
good brother who defends the little ones, He was the good shepherd who stood 
between the wild beasts and the flock, even at the cost of His life. 
 
The Cross is the supreme expression of the goodness and severity of God. God the 
loving Judge does all righteousness in judging sin but provides a way of saving the 
sinners, the people He loves. There’s an old Christian pop song that included the words,  

 
And Jesus stretched out His arms upon the tree, 

And he’s still reaching out, 
For he’s reaching for you and me. 

 
‘Won’t you come into His presence?  

His blood shed for you is the evidence 
That He wants us to come and have fellowship, 

And be free.’ 
 

By extending His arms to God, Christ took our due, all the punishment and the death 
sentence which were owed to us. The penalty has been paid, it cannot be required of us 
again. God has announced a ‘not guilty’ verdict on us because Jesus took our rap. Our 
relationship with God has been altered from being enemies to friends, guilty to innocent, 
and this has been accomplished and secured by Christ on the Cross. 
 
By extending His arms towards us, we are invited to come to Him and yield to His terms 
of trusting and believing in Him. Having been forgiven, God will then begin to wash and 



cleanse us from our willfulness and from the corruption that is in our hearts. All of this 
does not happen automatically. Jesus dying on the Cross is only of effect for us when 
we believe, when we ask Him to come into our lives and live and rule in us. This is more 
than a life of attending a church service, of being a minister, elder, board member or 
any other thing associated with the Church, it is personal, face to face, transforming. 
 
When God knocked Saul off his donkey on the road to Damascus, Saul asked, ‘Who 
are you Lord?’ The answer came, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.’ This Jesus 
whom Saul had been trying to eradicate from the nation of Israel, now became Lord. 
This is what happens when the power of God in the Cross comes upon us. All of a 
sudden, Jesus becomes the most relevant and important person in the world to us, a 
total and radical change in our thinking. 
 
This is what Easter is about. A new life, an eternal life is on offer. A change of 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ, and all this enabled and empowered by the 
Cross on that hill all those years ago.   
 
If we do not grasp the life belt, it is our fault that we drown. If we run through a red light 
and have a car crash and are killed, it is our fault. If we are ill and we do not take the 
prescribed medicine, it is our fault if we get sicker and die. If we do not heed the 
message of the Cross and die and are cast into hell, it is our fault. The arms of Christ 
are open to us to come and be embraced by Him. If we ignore His invitation to save 
ourselves by coming to Him, it is our fault. 
 
Let me end with another hymn. This hymn is of Moravian Brethren origin, Philip Rothe, 
and was translated by John Wesley. The hymn begins, ‘Now I have found the ground 
wherein, Sure my souls anchor may remain…’ So now you can google the whole hymn! 
Stanza 2 is as follows, 
 

Father, thine everlasting grace 
Our scanty thought surpasses far. 

Thy heart still melts with tenderness, 
Thy arms of love still open are. 
Returning sinner’s to receive, 

That mercy they may taste and live. 
 

That’s it you see, the arms of God, the arms of love, are open for our return to Him just 
as the Prodigal father’s arms were open to receive the returning son. 
 
Whether we are believers or not, we all need to respond. If you do not know if you are a 
Christian, come to Christ and ask Him to have you for His own. If you are a believer, are 
we as close to Christ as we can be, as we are called to be? Do we want and aspire to 
be a John who rested his head on Jesus chest at the last supper, or do we look on from 
a distance? Do we sit at Jesus feet, and listen attentively, like Mary, or are we casual 
and prefer to be doing other things? In the days we live in, we need to be, and would be 



greatly benefitted if we spent our newly freed up time, at least a significant proportion of 
it, in the Word and in prayer, in communion and fellowship with Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


