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Sunday 15th March 2020 
The duty of Believers in evil days. 

 
Today’s sermon will cover a related number of major doctrines which will be hard going 
for many. This may strain your credulity to the limit, not because what I write is fiction or 
fantasy, but because it raises doctrinal and life issues which are now alien to our self- 
assured, self-sufficient and proud generation. Every generation has struggled with the 
Scriptures and concepts which I am going to outline. These are basic matters of 
theology and practice, but every generation has drifted from them. Hebrews speaks of 
some of them as basic, foundational, elementary doctrines of the Christian faith, yet 
even in the days of the Apostles the early believers needed to be reminded of them 
again. We need to be reminded again. Hebrews 6 lists the, ‘elementary teachings about 
Christ. This is Christianity year 1 class 01, basics, yet I wonder how many of us in the 
Church of today could talk about these knowledgably? 
 
Let me list them in brief. Hebrews 6 lists the ‘elementary doctrines as, repentance, faith, 
baptisms, laying on of hands, and resurrection from the dead, and eternal judgments. 
Are we all familiar and well versed in what these mean? More importantly, are these 
vital components of our Christian experience? I think we all have room for growth here! 
 
I want today to address the present situation we are facing. We live in a time of fear, 
concern and uncertainty regarding this new virus that is traversing the earth.  By all 
estimations things will get worse before they get better. The possibility exists that if the 
virus reaches Newburgh and Foveran Parish, which there is no reason to doubt, that 
some of us who sit in the church may not survive. We do not know who will live and 
who, and how many may die. We hope none, but there is no ground for such a hope on 
a medical basis. 
 
Governments will do their best. The medics and nurses will conduct themselves with 
courage and heroic dedication to their callings. The media will report, and will either 
calm our fears or hype it all up. Money will be made by a few, money will be lost by the 
many. The Church of Scotland, being an elderly body of people, stand in a precarious 
place, and as some have indicated, they will self-isolate from Church until things calm 
down. For some this is a wise decision, you will be missed, and we hope you remain 
safe and well. 
 
However, is this all that can be done? The Christian Church world-wide and over every 
generation has faced trials, plagues, persecutions and fires, and has survived. No 
individual is guaranteed a get out of jail card. Thomas Brooks wrote a whole book about 
the Fire of London of 1666, and I would commend it to anyone who wants to grasp the 
issues we face today. He viewed the plague and fire as a call for the Church to amend 
its ways, and for believer and the non-believer to hear a wake-up call.  
 
Let me begin to speak of these subjects with a general observation.    



  
 

1. Is it not amazing and astounding that a tiny particle of protein, a virus, can cause 
such a dramatic string of events. Who would have thought that nations would have been 
brought so low, and that so much of our national pride would be knocked of its pedestal 
by a tiny organism!  Does it not show us that not only our lives hang on a thread, but our 
economies, our social and cultural norms are not as secure as we think! This is a wake-
up call. We in the West especially boast in growth of our economies, increase in our 
standard of living, and yet it looks as if all of what we think is strong and secure is not as 
solid and resilient as we think. It does not matter whether or not this pandemic turns out 
to be bad, or a storm in a tea cup, we are vulnerable, and we are not invincible.  
 
Any serious student of the Bible will be familiar with the many accounts were God has 
either acted directly, or has let events take their course to humble the people of Israel 
who had forgotten that they were God’s people and not free agents. The nations are 
being humiliated at present. However, it is by no means certain that we will learn and 
amend our ways. God humiliates us, and our part is then to humble ourselves. The 
humiliation is the lesson. The proof of learning is that we humble ourselves. I wonder, 
will we learn this time? 
   
2. We are considering a doctrine which has been forgotten by todays Church. We are a   
people who think, in the main, that God exists for us, to bless us and coddle us and to 
come running to meet every demand we have. This is not how Scripture declares the 
truth to be. One of the parables of Jesus sets the relationship between Christians and 
God in a very different light. 
 
Luke 17.7-10 tells of a servant who comes in from work and his duty is to serve the 
evening meal to the master before he has his own meal. The servant serves the master, 
the master dos not serve the slave just because he has worked all day! 
 
The forgotten doctrine to which I refer is that of Temporal and Eternal Judgment. It is 
not our generation alone that is remiss in this. Psalm 94.7, 10.11, Job 22.14. These 
verses describe people who ignore God’s commands, and because God does not strike 
them down instantly they think that they have got away with evil. But God is patient, 
1Tim 2.4 God wants to give all the opportunity to be saved, so unlike the pair in Acts 5, 
judgment is deferred, but be warned, it builds up! 
 
It is not popular to talk today about temporal judgment, that is, God acting in present 
history to discipline a people. Many think that God has only one attribute, that of Love. 
However God is loving but He is also Righteous and Just, Merciful, Patient and Kind. It 
is not a loving act to let a child tear away and not correct them to save them from the 
outcomes of their own foolish or sinful actions. Temporal judgment, discipline in this life 
is one side of the coin. The other side of the same coin is that God desires to bless. 
However to fill our hands with truly good things, He must act so that we first empty our 
hands of the rubbish we cling to. You know the story of the monkey and the jar. 
 



3. Few people today have so immersed themselves in the scripture and the Spirit that 
they are becoming aware of the ways of God, which are so different from the ways of 
mankind. God does not send temporal judgment starting on the worst people first. That 
is how we think, get the baddies first! If God did that, then we ‘lesser’ sinners would 
think more highly of ourselves and not take heed to God’s warnings. We would become 
complacent and proud because we had not been judged in the first wave. 
 
Biblical history shows that God humiliates a person, a people or a nation, so that they 
can then humble themselves before Him voluntarily. Think of some of the kings in the 
Bible. One ate grass like an ox until he was humbled, another was struck ill.  
 
God’s judgments are abroad in the earth over the generations, at present God may be 
judging the god mammon. We must take heed, even if such an idea is new to us. If all 
else fails, read the Psalms, and Job. All that befalls us is in God’s economy to save and 
sanctify us. If we will not be drawn to him by cords of love, we will be drawn back to Him 
by chains and captivity.   
 
4. When governments, medics, experts or whoever make their pronouncements, the 
truth is that History belongs to the intercessor. History is shaped by Christians praying 
and fasting. The Christian has more responsibility for the welfare of the earth and its 
peoples than any other body of people. Jeremiah 29.7 says to the people who are in 
captivity due to temporal judgment,’…seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which 
I have carried you into exile.’  
 
The old divines who wrote the text of ‘The Westminster Directory of Public Worship,’ 
which exists today as the secondary standard of the Church of Scotland, the first being 
Scripture, had deeply pondered the ways of God with mankind, and penned this 
wonderful book of instruction. On page 162 we find this title. ‘Concerning Public solemn 
Fasting. I quote. 
 

‘When some great and notable judgments are either inflicted upon a people, or 
apparently imminent, or by some extraordinary provocations notoriously deserved; as 
when some special blessing is to be sought and obtained, public solemn fasting… is a 

duty that God expecteth from that nation or people.’ 
 

This is God’s radical action plan for blessing or the turning away of wrath. Sadly, the 
Church does not believe its own book of words! By the way, every office bearer in the 
Church of Scotland has consented to this council! 
 
5. We find this sort of dynamic in many places in the Bible. A famous passage is found 
in 2 Chronicles. The whole account of Solomon’s dedication of the Temple, his prayer, 
and God’s response is worth reading.  
 
 2 Chronicles 7.13 says, ‘When I shut up the heavens etc.’ This is God’s doing, temporal 
judgment. God is not an absent God. Just because we have sent a space craft an inch 



deep into space does not mean we have delved the depths of the trillions of light years 
of the cosmos, yet we seem to think that God is absent from it!  
 
This passage tells us what God’s people are to do when all hell breaks loose, or ‘all 
about our soul give way.’ Note in verse 13, the word ‘plague’ appears. Does this present 
day not present us with a ‘plague’ type of circumstance, a new virus, one that none of 
us are immune to. A disease which is new and rampant with no as yet vaccine? From 
the Divine perspective, the first, not the last thing to do is to respond as v14 tells us.   
 
Be especially careful to take note that the promise God gives is conditional. If God’s 
people, that is Christian people, will humble themselves, and pray, and seek God’s face, 
and turn from their wicked ways, then God will hear, forgive and heal the land. It all 
depends on the ‘if’. If we will do these things, then God will do what He has promised. 
However, if we don’t, then we are, in a sense, left to our own devices, and this in itself is 
a fearful judgment. Read Romans 1.18-32. This passage explains why things get worse 
and worse in the world apart from there being repentance. 
 
6. The Early Church responded in this way when faced with the official command to 
shut up. They were forbidden to preach Jesus as raised from the dead and as The Lord. 
How did they respond?  They gathered together and prayed, and God answered them! 
They did not lobby governments or go to court, they had too few numbers and money to 
do that. In previous era’s the Christian Church has been a numerical force to reckon 
with, and had the means to influence Parliament and take cases to court. That was 
legitimate, but I wonder today if there is such a body of believers in this nation? The 
Church of Scotland is now but a shadow of what it was a couple of generations ago, 
and yet even then it was not all that great. Perhaps more than ever, the first port of call 
is gathered, united, humbling of ourselves by prayer and fasting, as an event and as a 
regular discipline. It has happened before in Scotland, Concerts of Prayer, in the 1700’s 
and emulated all over the world then and since.  
 
Did you know that many Presbyterian Churches in South Korea have ‘Prayer 
Mountains’ where individuals and groups can go and fast and pray for a day or for 
longer? Many Presbyterian Churches in Korea, with order of services just like ours, 
have thousands of members. That is not just one congregation of thousands, but many 
congregations. Guess what the Christians do when North Korea rattles the saber and 
fires missiles? They gather and humble themselves according to the elements of 2 
Chronicles 7!     
 
7. Here is a pertinent question. 1 Tim. 2.2 tells us that a condition of life where we have 
‘peaceful and quiet lives’ is God’s desire for us, that this pleases God. Therefore the 
question is this, are we living in peaceful and quiet days? I would tender the opinion that 
we are not. What then does God call us to do? Verse 2 tells us. We are urged to pray, 
and Paul even tells us some of what to pray! Further-more, in v8 this urging is to all 
Christians, especially men. If men will pray, then families will pray. Men, we have left 
our hard work for the ladies to take up. Thank God for them, without the praying women 
I don’t know how things would be! 



 
Ministers, elders, Sunday youth teachers, past and present, anyone who has an office 
in the Church, are we heeding the call, the command? Jesus said when introducing the 
Lord’s Prayer, ‘when you pray,’ not if you pray.  
 
If anything that is being reported on the news and announced by Prime Ministers and 
the highest health officials of the nations have any truth, then this is the time to give 
ourselves no rest day or night, but to humbly implore the mercy of God on the Nations 
and upon our Nation, and to give ourselves to 2 Chronicles 7 and 1 Timothy 2 action. If 
not now, when. 
 
Acts 4. And when they prayed, the place was shaken, God seems to have approved of 
their response. When the history of 2019 and 2020 and who knows how long is written, 
what will it say about the Christians? It may say little, but what will the record be in 
heaven. Will it be that Rome burned while the Christians fiddled, or will it record that the 
Christians prayed until Christ was lifted up and the plague was stopped? It is not long 
prayers or fancy words, but our hearts that God is waiting to hear. Will we rise to the call 
and pray the mercy and grace needed to come upon our nation and the nations of the 
world. 

 


