
Sunday 5th. January 2020 
Making the main thing, the main thing. 

Psalm 27v4&8 
 

The title of the Psalm gives us no real hints as to the time and events in David’s life that 
gave rise to this song. However, there are hints in the text. The main clues come from 
the statements that he was surrounded by enemies, who were chasing him, hence the 
phrase that they would stumble and fall indicating that they were running after him. We 
read further that he is longing to return to Jerusalem to the house of the Lord which he 
longs for and misses. The expression of strong confidence in God, as we read in verses 
1-3, show that this song is from a time when David has had many victories and 
deliverances from God in his experience. This gives him confidence that even in this 
affliction, God will act on his behalf again. 
 
It is from these clues that we can propose that this Psalm was likely written at the time 
recorded in 1 Samuel 22. Doeg the Edomite tells King Saul where he had seen David 
so enabling Saul to set off after David with murder in his heart. Even if this Psalm is not 
from this exact incident, it comes from one very like it. David in his early life is often on 
the run from Saul despite doing him nothing but good and serving him as a good 
soldier. 
 
All of this is easy to read since we know the outcome of the persecution of David by 
Saul. However consider this. David has been designated the next King of Israel by the 
prophetic word of Samuel, and has been anointed as such by Samuel. David is being 
chased for his life by Saul even though he is the named and anointed one. It would 
appear that his calling and anointing is not working out too well for him! Probably, if I 
had been David at this point I would have considered returning to my profession as a 
shepherd in a land very far away from Israel! You see, who said walking in our God 
ordained calling and function would be easy, It was not a matter of moments for Moses 
or Abraham or Joseph or many other Old Testament worthies to fulfill or even begin 
their God appointed life’s work. Why do we think it will be quick, easy and difficulty free 
for us? We need to read the book and think about what we read. It is a challenge living 
through times when circumstances seem to be set against us in every way, even to the 
degree that our lives seem to be at risk. 
 

Before I get to the points I want us to consider today, let me give a brief outline of this 

Psalm. It is worth looking at all the Psalm and not just the texts I have chosen. This 
Psalm teaches us how to live in the midst of apparent setback where the opposite of 
what we expect from God is happening.  
 
Outline of this Psalm.  
V1-3 expressions of confidence in God which arise in part from past experiences of 
God’s mercies. Every mercy in our past should help us anticipate yet more mercies. A 
sure way to put ourselves in the stream of mercy is to give thanks for all mercies 
received. C. H. Spurgeon comments on a different Psalm saying, ‘that those who give 



God thanks for every mercy received will not often be in want of a mercy for which to 
give thanks.’ That would be a good resolution to maintain through the year. 
 
v4-6 David expresses his delight in communion with God. This refers to his inner life, his 
devotional experience of the nearness and dearness of the Lord, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. David enjoyed this fellowship even in the midst of crisis and flight, and so are we 
meant to do. If we doubt the possibility of doing this, read the story of the three friends 
of Daniel in the fiery furnace, read about Daniel in the lion’s den. Read the account of 
the death of Stephen, who while his persecutors worked themselves into a frenzy 
stoning him to death, his eyes were on heaven and the Lord waiting to meet him. He 
was not nearly as bothered by the event as those doing it! Fox’s Book of Martyrs is full 
of accounts of those who lost their lives in persecution. Similar accounts are repeated of 
those who seem hardly to have felt the fire or the sword! God comforts and supports the 
soul even in the valley of the shadow of death.  
 
V7-12 David prays. Confidence in God as a confession, and confidence in God as a 
walk of life are not the same. It is easy to express confidence in God, but what counts is 
what we are like when the rubber hits the road. Walking with God demands closeness 
to God and trust in God and this is procured and maintained by prayer. Prayer is the 
path to take when all is going well in our lives and hearts. Prayer is the way to proceed 
when the clouds roll in and the storms break. Pray at all times in all places with every 
type of praying would summarise Paul’s advice and teaching on the place of prayer in 
our personal and corporate lives. 
 
However, as we begin a New Year, and on this first Sunday of the New Year, I would 
draw our attention to two verses in this Psalm which are integral to its instruction. These 
verses answer the question which we should ask ourselves on a regular basis. In the 
Christian life, what is the main thing, what is non-negotiable, how do we keep the main 
thing the main thing? Is the main thing to be blond, blue eyed, and thin? Is it to be rich 
or famous, is it to be generous and charitable? None of these things is wrong in itself, 
indeed desires for well-being are part of the makeup of our beings. There is a God given 
something in us that causes us to desire to succeed, but we need to find out what God 
considers real success is. This Psalm tells us what is to be of first importance in our 
lives, the structure, the life setting and framework that everything else should be hung 
on. 
 
If you have read the Scriptures you will be aware that it sounds warnings about making 
lesser things, even good things, primary in our lives. Not only is the good the enemy of 
the best, but even, and usually, it is good things that deceive us and become hurtful to 
us and offensive to God if they take His place in our hearts. This is the root of idolatry, 
to have anything in in the center of our hearts. Our hearts are the place for God to 
possess, where God should be. We read about Solomon, who despite every privilege 
and an incredible early life, that he, in later life he ‘loved many foreign women,’ and they 
drew his heart away into idolatry and the worship of foreign Gods. If someone had told 
him this when he dedicated the Temple, I don’t think he would have believed it possible. 



If the wisest man in the world became the wisest fool, who are we to think we are 
immune from such things?  
 
However, you may say, all this sounds as if you are about to tell us to be heavenly 
minded, but this is real life now, and you are asking us to stake our lives now on ‘pie in 
the sky when you die.’ However think on this, especially we who are a bit older. When 
we die, our bodies molder and we will receive new bodies, so it is our souls that are 
immortal, this includes our character as reborn in Christ. If this is what continues 
through and beyond death, is it not the most logical and sensible thing to take time and 
trouble now to nurture our souls? Life is short, eternity is, well, eternal, so why do we 
not invest more of our lives now in what is eternal? 
 
The main thing as shown by David in this Psalm comes in verse 4 and verse 8. 
 

 
Verse 4 ‘One thing I ask…’ If we were David what would we ask given that the dogs 
were howling in pursuit?  We might expect him to ask for victory over his enemies, for 
Saul to lose his way or come to grief, but no, David asks for the presence of the Lord, 
for His company on the way! David had a personal history of dealings with God. There 
was God’s enabling and courage when he rescued the sheep from the lion and the 
bear. This carried over and increased when he took on Goliath, a bigger step to David 
than lion or bear, but not to God. He was growing in his knowledge of God, His 
greatness, faithfulness and enabling and as this happened, he was growing in faith, 
hope and love for God, and especially for the person of God. 
 
It is important that we see how David’s desire for God worked.  
 
He has desire, that is one thing, but he acts on it, he is not content to desire only, but he 
acts upon it, he seeks God. Proverbs chapter 2 verses 1-5 describes this using the 
picture of miners or treasure hunters. The miner digs until he strikes the gold. He does 
not give up if he turns the first sod and comes up empty, he digs on. The treasure 
seekers seek until they find, delays and set backs are to be expected, so don’t be half-
hearted! The strength of our desire sets the bounds of our seeking. Our desire is fueled 
by the value we place on what we seek, the lost sheep, the lost coin or the lost boy. We 
will only strongly seek what we value. What value do we place on the presence, on 
beholding the beauty of the Lord? That will influence how we seek. 
 
‘To gaze on His beauty’ How do we view God, how do we think of Him if we do think of 
Him? Do we consider Him a record keeper of our wrongs, a judge waiting to pass 
sentence on us? He is all that, but that is but a parody of Him. There are many phrases 
which are like this, which speak of God as altogether desirable, lovely and beautiful. Do 
we think of God like this? Are we growing to see Him adorned with all His attributes and 
in the beauty of His holiness? This is what we are to seek, the vision of God Himself. 
Have we ever thought about the Song of Songs? Chapter 1 verse two is a stunning start 
to a Book.  

‘Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth,’ 



What a thing to say. This is the language of human love, young love, passionate love, 
and it is a parable of the relationship we can have with God. Years ago the late John 
Wimber wrote a song that begins, 
 

‘Isn’t He beautiful?  
Beautiful, isn’t He? 

 
What about this from Harry Greenwood, 
 

‘I keep on falling in love with Him. 
Over and over and over again each day.’ 

 
Childish or childlike words, but an expression of heart that is Biblical and wonderful and 
to be treasured and nurtured. Are we in love with Christ or is our relationship formal, 
staid and distant? David wants it to be real, intimate and close, do we?  

 
Verse8. God speaks to the inner person of the believer, His call is to seek His face. This 
is seeking God for Himself, not just for what He gives or does. We hear parents say to 
their children that they are not their slaves or taxi drivers, they want to be known and 
loved for themselves not just for provisions, board and keep! So with God,  
 

‘God loves to be longed for, He longs to be sought, 
 for He sought us Himself with such longings of love. 

 He died for desire of us, marvelous though,  
and desires now to be with Him above.’ 

 
So wrote Faber, and he is right. 

 
When God calls us into His presence, when He calls us to seek Him, there must be an 
immediate response and obedience. God spoke, David’s heart responded, ‘thy face I 
seek.’ It is God’s face, not His hand or His provision, but an up close and personal 
encounter. David wants God’s person, He Himself. If God knocks today at the door of 
our heart, then now is the time to respond. By tomorrow or the next day, He may have 
departed. Song of Songs chapter 5 v2 forward speaks of the consequences of delay. 
How would we feel if we called at our sons or daughters home and even though we saw 
or heard them moving about in the house, they did not answer the door? We may ring a 
few times and see them glance out the window, but if the door does not open we would 
conclude that they didn’t want, or couldn’t be bothered seeing us! Yet, we regularly do 
this with God. How crass! 

 
Verse9. The ill of all ills is to have God hide His face, His presence, His smile from us. 
Think of what happens if the sky is darkened for a time and the sun is clouded out say 
with volcanic dust? The vegetation dies off, that’s what happens, an extermination event 
and all that!  Where does all our misery and unhappiness come from? It comes from the 
absence of God’s face. We must seek God until He has Himself found by us and 
continue to do so until it happens. 



 
In comparison to this, anything else we do is hardly worth doing, even if it is building a 
building, a business, a family, or any other noble and charitable work. Seek and seek 
on, until we find God’s presence, continue because even when long delayed, He is 
preparing our hearts for the upgrades He is calling us to seek and receive. 
 
Let me encourage us to take heed of this call to seek God. The New Testament version 
is well known. ‘Seek first the Kingdom of God…’ Paul, in an ecstatic agony says that he 
wants to, ‘know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings.’ Take note of this, knowledge of God, the face of God comes with the 
fellowship of His sufferings, there is a consequence for shooting for gold. It does not 
often come easily or necessarily quickly, what is there even in our physical lives that 
comes easily or without effort or cost? 
 
If athletes deny themselves for a brief time to become a champion and receive a lump 
of gold on a ribbon, if businessmen sacrifice health and family to make a fortune, if 
someone forgoes privacy and their own comfort to become a celebrity, and all this for a 
day of fame, why do we recoil from seeking something which is eternal?  
 
Therefore the ancient wisdom of David, undergirded by the Holy Spirit and given to him 
from heaven is still valid, and even more as the days pass. Let us seek God’s face with 
all seriousness and all our strength. We are to take the steps to do this, but God will 
carry us the miles, that is how it happens. Let this be our intent this year to seek the 
Lord while He may be found and while we still have breath.  

 


