
Sunday 8th December 2019 
The love that drew Salvations plan. 

 
What is the core of Christmas, what is the significance of Christmas for Christians? 
It is a traditional festival taken over by the Church and invested with new significance 
because of the birth of Jesus, but that is not the heart of the matter. 
 
Look at the passage in John 17 verses 20-26, and especially at verse 23.   
There is a little phrase here that needs to be unpacked. This phrase is easy to read and 
pass by, and I have often done so and not lingered to taste it and chew it over. So much 
Scripture is like that. We read it, and think that we understand it, but we don’t. We don’t 
reckon on encountering God as we read Scripture, and often we skip on by when God 
would speak to us.  
 
The little phrase is, ‘You have loved them even as you love me.’ This is a conditional 
statement, but let’s think about what it is saying before we get into the condition, if it is in 
fact a condition. This is Jesus speaking, and He is saying that it is possible to be loved 
by God in the same way, ‘even as’ God loves Jesus. Pause for a moment. We can be 
loved by God as much and as strongly as God loves Jesus! 
 
This encapsulates a great mystery, how can God love creatures, and sinful ones at that 
as He loves His own perfectly sinless, flawless, eternally begotten Son? Our human 
experience is to love different people in different ways and in different degrees. We love 
a spouse as much as we can love any person. Children come next and so on. We may 
love our neighbours and their family, but it is love of our own family that gets us up in 
the morning to go to work, not love for our neighbours. Do you catch my drift? 
 
However, this phrase is not saying that God loves us somewhere on a graded curve 
with Christ at the top, and nice and good people after that and so on until He gets to us. 
No, this is saying that God loves us as He loves Christ. The only difference between 
Christ and Christians is that Christ is able to receive the totality of God’s love, where as 
our capacity is finite. Can you think of any hymns that talk about longing to know the 
love of God more, or being more captivated by it? How about ‘O love divine how sweet 
thou art’ by Charles Wesley, and Paul Gerhart’s hymn ‘Jesu, thy boundless love to me.’  
 
Exodus 34.6-7 explains this. God is revealing His Name to Moses. A name is the 
expression of the person. For example in bygone days, John Smith meant John who is 
a blacksmith. The name tells us something about the intrinsic qualities, character and 
personality of the person. God is said to be light, no darkness is in Him. This is telling us 
about Him, about His nature. The revelation of God’s Name to Moses in Exodus 34 
verse 6-7 is a revelation by God to Moses, of His nature, and that nature is loving. God 
has loved Christ, and us, from before the world was made, and we will be loved for 
eternity. We are created and creatures, Christ is the eternally begotten Son of the 
Father, and fully God. 
 



God loves people and His creation, because love is the gathered description of the 
perfection of God’s attributes. He is just in His love, righteous in His love, boundless in 
His love, eternal in His love, infinite in His love, gracious in His love, wrathful in His love, 
jealous in His love, compassionate in His love, sovereign in His love, merciful in His 
love, His love is fearful, awesome, incomprehensible, without end and so on.  
 
God loves because it is His nature to love. He loves because He loves, not because 
there is anything that is lovely in itself which moves Him to love. Because of this, God 
can equally love the most beautiful man or woman, or the ugliest, most deformed, 
crippled and perverse person. He loved a Saul to become a Paul, and He can love you 
and me to become a person molded by His love. God loved the sore covered beggar 
Lazarus. Neither of these had intrinsic beauty or worth. What gave them worth is that 
God set His love upon them, even though they were unlovely to other people. 
 
This is very difficult for some of us to comprehend. We live in a world where 
performance is valued. The beautiful people tend to be admired and courted. The skillful 
and clever tend to rise higher in the career scale. We admire physical strengths and 
perfections. I don’t think anyone would pay to see me perform in Swan Lake, unless 
they came hoping to see me fall in! We are used to valuing people in different ways 
because of their looks, talents, gifts and abilities. Jesus gives us the clue that His love is 
different from this. He does not disparage gifts and abilities, but that is not the 
motivation for His love. He loves fallen people because He is loving. Do you remember 
the story about the crippled beggar Lazarus and Dives, the rich man? Who ends up in 
the arms of Abraham? It is the wretched sore infested beggar, not the man in the fine 
house and the fine clothes. This is not a story that is told to say that riches are bad, not 
at all. It is in part a story about the love of God that can love the unlovely. This is not 
easy to get our head around, but Jesus tells believers to love their enemies and do 
good to those who use them. This is an invitation to love with godly love, because we 
are loved by God.  
 
We sing about love, and we do slushy cards and we give loving looks and all that sort of 
thing. What shows the real nature of love is loving in action when there is nothing 
worthy of love in the other person. If this were understood, it would reduce the number 
of divorces and family break ups, the conflicts and wars. It would not prevent all, but 
godly love loves the one who does not deserve to be loved, because it arises from 
within me, and does not depend on the loveliness of the other. 
 
I have seen such love at a human level on a number of occasions. There was a man 
who had a wife who had had a serious brain condition. Her character had changed and 
she didn’t know him anymore and she had turned violent towards him. Her time came to 
die, and he cradled her in his arms calling her ‘his fair lass.’ That is not something you 
forget. 
  
How has God shown His love to us?  
We need to think about this, we need to know what the Scriptures say, because God 
has shown us His love for us in Christ. If we don’t know what the Scriptures say about 



Jesus and what He has done for us, or if we just don’t grasp the import of it, then we 
could spend our lives trying to ‘feel’ God’s love, whereas we are meant to experience it 
through Christ! Many Christians don’t understand this and are seeking an emotional 
feeling of God’s love. What they are confusing is the difference between a romantic 
notion, and something much more real. There is a great difference between the thrill of 
a first date with someone we fancy, and an old married couple. The old couple, who 
after 60 years still hobble down the street hand in hand, and who can sit in silence with 
each other, not because they have nothing to say, but because they are at rest in each 
other’s love.  
 
Romans 5.8 tells us that God loved us while we were yet sinners. He does this because 
God loves from within Himself, not because we are lovely. Let me say it again. God 
loves us because He loves. He loves no matter how ugly we are physically, morally or 
spiritually. His love led to Christ coming to earth to die. The benefits of this are received 
as a gift through faith. We cannot buy salvation, earn it, be so good that God will feel 
that He owes us, nor can we behave in such a way that God feels we merit it. We 
receive salvation as a gift, because God is love in Himself. 
 
Romans 5.1-5 tells us the benefits that are given to those who believe in Jesus. These 
benefirs are given while we are still sinners because of God’s love. God gives up front, 
He does not wait for us to prove ourselves first. We usually pay people in arrears. If they 
are nice or kind to us, we will reciprocate. Not so with God, He gives up front to the 
undeserving, to people just like us. Look at what He gives. Righteousness, peace, glory, 
the Holy Spirit. All these are given as a gift to us by faith, no cost to us, Christ has 
purchased all of these for us. 
 
John 3.16 tells us that God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son – for 
wretches! 
 
This is what Christmas is all about, it is about the palpable and demonstrated love of 
God for a fallen humanity. He offers this to all, whether we will receive it or not. To 
receive Christ is to receive life. To refuse Christ is to choose death.  The offer is of 
boundless, eternal, infinite love, and what do we do? We buy stuff to numb our loveless 
existence. We substitute all sorts of other loves, of reputation, of wealth, of 
achievement, anything, but what we need! What we all long for somewhere deep inside 
is to be loved unconditionally, and it is only the love of God that fulfills this and satisfies 
us. Only the love of God frees us from the possibility that we will cease to be loved. The 
hymn says it well,’ loved with everlasting love, led by grace that love to know.’ When we 
see it in this light, it will make us laugh at ourselves because we have thrown out the 
turkey and the trimmings and cooked the plastic rapping’s. 
 
Receive Christ now, seek Him, and invite Him to come into our lives, for the first time, or 
more fully. Think of what is on offer, to know the love of the one who made the starry 
sky, the mountains and sea, the meadows of flowers. Can the One who made all these 
not saturate us with a soul satisfying love that can never, and will never end. 
 



The carol starts, ‘Love came down at Christmas,’ and so it did, and His name is Jesus. 
 


