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Minutes of Foveran Congregational Board Meeting in Holyrood Chapel, Newburgh, at 7.30pm on 

 Tuesday, 8 October, 2019 

 

The Board met and was constituted with prayer by Rev Ricky Reid. 

Apologies from Mary Smith and Christine Fordyce. 

Sederunt:  Rev Ricky Reid, Chairman; Pamela Sloan, Clerk; Margaret Wilson, Alasdair Sloan, Andrew Mitchell, Sue 

Edwards, John Fordyce and Lindsey Dickie. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of 11 June were approved.  Andrew proposed, Lindsey seconded.  All in favour. 

 

Matters Arising 

Valuation of Sir John Turin Bust 

Alasdair advised that Bonhams, Edinburgh, gave an estimated value of £3,000 from photographs.  Bonhams advised 

that this may increase if the marble is Italian and the sculptor was Italian.  Bonhams recommend it be put up for sale 

in the Scottish sale in April 2020.  Following discussion, the Board agreed the sale of the bust through Bonhams.  

Alasdair to arrange the secure consignment of the bust to Bonhams.  Following the valuation the Board can then 

decide the reservation price to be put on it. 

Turin Stone 

Ricky advised that the Garioch Heritage Centre is unable to take the stone.  Ricky is in touch with Helen Chaves of 

Mintlaw Museum who is interested in putting it in storage. It would be documented to enable people interested to 

have access.  Ricky to take forward. 

Stewardship Campaign Meeting Date 

Alasdair to contact Fiona Penny from the Stewardship team and assess her availability to meet with the Board and 

Session one Tuesday evening in November.   

Communion Silver 

Alasdair reported that he spoke to Stella Campbell regarding storage of Communion Silver.  She advised that her 

Church keeps it communions silver in a locked gun case.  Ricky suggested that an ammunition cabinet may be big 

enough for the Communion silver we wish to keep. 

Ricky to contact Artistic & Architectural Affairs re the sale of the Communion silver not in use. 

 

Correspondence 

Insurance – Foveran Parish Church 

Pamela read out an email that had been sent to Alasdair on 7 October from the Insurers advising that they wish to 

carry out a resurvey of the old Church.  Alasdair to contact the Insurers and arrange a date and someone will meet 

them at the Church. 

 

Constitution 

Ricky advised that the Session has agreed to move from the current Constitution to a Unitary Constitution.  He 

explained that the Unitary Constitution does not have a Board and moves to Task Forces.  Such Task Forces may 

include: Finance/Stewardship/Social/Gift Aid; Mission & Discipleship etc.  It enables Task Forces to call in members 

of the Congregation (or people outwith the Church) to help with a particular task.  The Church of Scotland is 

encouraging all Churches to go down this route.  When a Church is in vacancy they will not be allowed to call a 

Minister until the Constitution is changed to a Unitary one.   

Ricky advised that he will announce the proposed Constitution change two weeks in advance of a Congregational 

vote being taken.  The vote will take place on 27 October on Communion Sunday.  If the Congregation do not vote 

for the change, the status quo will remain.  If the Congregation vote for the Unitary Constitution, it will be passed to 

Presbytery for final approval.  Ricky advised that the timing coincides with Sue wishing to retire as Session Clerk.  As 

Pamela’s role as Clerk to the Board will no longer exist, Pamela will become Session Clerk. 
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Financial Report 
Alasdair distributed a financial report for the nine months to 30 September, 2019.  He advised that there is a deficit 

of £5-6,000 per year, excluding exceptional items, and confirmed the need for the Stewardship campaign. 

 

Property Report 

Manse 
Andrew advised that he has received a quote from Lawrence Milne for the painting of the dining room, bedroom and 
bathroom in the Manse.  The total cost is £1,026 inclusive of VAT.  Ricky advised that this may be slightly less as Ricky 
has paint.  Andrew proposed that we go ahead with the work.  Sue seconded. All in favour 
John advised that he is awaiting a quote from Simon Ruddy re the fences at the Manse.  It was agreed that John 
should also ask Simon to change the light bulbs in the Church. 
Ricky highlighted that there are two dead Elm trees in the woods behind the Manse that could potentially fall on the 
Church.  There is also a Sycamore tree that is not looking healthy. Ricky spoke to the Council tree surgeon and the 
cost for cutting down the Elm trees is £750+VAT.  Ricky to advise as and when he believes the trees should be taken 
down. 
Holyrood Chapel 
Ricky advised that it will cost approx. £500-600 for work on the Church roof as per the surveyor’s reports.  A full 
quote from Peter Farquhar is awaited.  Ricky advised that the leak from the tower is from the drainpipe and he has 
asked that Peter Farquhar repair it. 
Foveran Church 
Ricky advised that Peter Farquhar has made the required repair to the windows in Foveran Church to stop them 
falling out. 
Church Hall 
John advised that the elements in the heaters in the hall all need replaced again, less than six months since they 
were replaced.  It was discussed that a new system is required.  Alasdair to investigate if ‘Go For It’ funding would be 
available. Andrew to provide Alasdair with some words about a replacement system. ‘Go For It’ Funding for the 
Holiday Club was also discussed to cover projector, sound system, printer, laptop etc.  Alasdair to research. 
 
Social Report  
John reported that the Concert on 14 September with Jim and Marisha Addison was very successful and everyone 
present enjoyed it.  Alasdair confirmed that £160 was raised for Church funds.  John thanked everyone who 
supported it.  Ricky thanked the Social Committee. 
 
Newsletter 
Pamela explained that the autumn newsletter was produced in black-and-white as the printer’s colour printer had 
broken down.  A large cost saving was made.  Pamela highlighted that the newsletter is on the website in colour.  
Ricky thanked Pamela for producing the newsletter.   
 
Website 
Ricky advised that James Lewis will be taking over the website and adding podcasts.  Unfortunately, the laptop 
previously given to the Church by Peter is not capable of doing what is required.  Ideally a new or used 
computer/laptop is required for James. 
 

Any Other Business 

Photocopier/printer 

Pamela highlighted that the new copier does not take card or even slightly thicker paper.  John advised that he will 

investigate an alternative. 

 

The meeting closed with prayer. 

 

 

 

Chairman:      Clerk:  

 


