
Sunday 24th November 2019 
Desire for God.  

Psalm 63. 
  

This is a psalm to live by. Spiritual things become richer as we grow in God, and as we 
do so, we become less interested in theology or knowledge for itself, but we want to 
taste the things we have learned in our intellects. In another Psalm, we are told to, ‘taste 
and see that the Lord is good.’ Eventually we will lose interest in looking at menus and 
want to taste the food. This happens to us spiritually as well, as long as we are growing 
in God. We lose interest in earthly things more and more, but even the spiritual, churchy 
things lose any appeal they once had, and we want to taste of God Himself, His person 
and not only what He gives us. So much of religion today seems to be about us and 
what God will do for us if we have faith, or apply the correct formula. Christianity has 
never been about that. If it is not firstly about God Himself, then we are buying into a 
knock off form of Christianity, it looks the same as the real thing in many ways, but is 
not the whole shilling! We are to firstly live to the praise of God’s glory, and then if we 
have any time left, then other things can be added in moderation.  
 
None of us start in this devoted position and outlook of life, but we can grow towards 
this, never getting near perfection, but progressing none the less.  
 
The history of the Church, both Biblical history and that of the saints over the ages 
testify to one thing. The highest goal in the Christian life is to know God, which means 
both knowing about Him, but even more, having that personal experience of God 
Himself. We read of this quest for God Himself in sermons, books, and perhaps most 
easily accessible, in the poetry and hymns of past believers, and most so, in the hymns 
that came out of periods of revival and visitation. We find over and over again that there 
is the Christian testimony of those who have given themselves to seeking God – 
principally by meditation and prayer on the Scriptures – to thirsting and longing for God 
Himself and desiring Him before all other things. The testimony is of men and women, 
and children who have found God, drunk deeply from the fountain of living water, but 
after being satiated, have found a greater hunger and thirst for more of God rising in 
their souls. 
 
We drink of God and find the experience utterly satisfying. However, soon we are back 
seeking and longing for yet deeper draughts of Christ’s life giving waters. In the Psalm, 
it is because David has already experienced a vision of God in the sanctuary, that he 
desires more of God. The desire is made more acute because he is in exile in the 
desert, and so was far from the sanctuary. The Christian life is normal and healthy when 
we have both a fulfilling reality and a hunger for more of God.  
 
God seems to work in this way because our nature is such that if we were filled with 
God in a one off, we would settle and all the evidence of Biblical history is that we would 
drift from God and forget Him. This was the sad pattern of the period of the Judges and 
the Kings of Israel, and also such dynamics are seen in the New Testament and history 



since. It is true of me, and I suspect true of most Christians, that sadly we run hot and 
cold. As we grow, we should not linger in coldness for long! 
 
Early in my Christian life, I was confronted with a question. It did not come suddenly, but 
gradually came into some sort of focus, and it became the big issue of my life. The 
question was this, can God be known? I knew a little that He could be known about, but 
was it possible to actually have an encounter of some sort, a face to face as it were, a 
‘walking in the cool of the day,’ like Adam in the Garden of Eden?  
 
I was still in school at this point, and spent weeks in the chemistry store reading a New 
Testament especially the portion in John14 verses 1-4. I knew that being where Christ 
was, was heaven, but this is a personal heaven, not like booking into a hotel, but 
moving into someone’s home. Could this someone be known? 
 
I then came across these words in Philippians 3 v 10, ‘I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings…’ In this passage, I heard 
the core cry of the Apostle Paul’s heart, and it was to know God personally. I have 
never reached an end of this question, and even in heaven, there will be so much more 
to discover in Christ. This desire to know God has been the mark of all revival times and 
of all the Christians we read about and admire, they wanted God Himself, not just His 
gifts! By the way, many who were seekers of God first, were also showered with 
blessings from above, but for some it was a challenge not to be side tracked by what 
God gave them and remain firstly lovers of God Himself.  
 
The quest to find the answer to this question has taken me down many rabbit holes and 
dead end lanes in my life so far, but always, sooner than later, the desire for God 
Himself returns. We used to sing a hymn which we did not really understand, but 
somehow knew it was telling us something very important. I quote the first stanza often. 
 

My goal is God Himself, not joy, not peace. 
Nor even blessing, but Himself, my God: 

‘Tis His to lead me there, not mine, but His – 
‘At any cost, dear Lord, by any road. 

 
Look at verse 8 of psalm 63. This desire for God is a divine gift, it is not something we 
are able to produce in ourselves, nor is it something we can accomplish on our own. 
This verse has the balance, our souls cling to God like a child seeking security in the 
parent’s arms, the parent, upholds the child with a strong right arm. Whose arm is the 
strongest, the child clinging, or the parent holing? Obviously it is the parental arm which 
is the more secure. We desire God because He wants us to desire Him. However, 
because of our alienation and the fall, this is not our default position. Tozer wrote that 
even a desire for a desire is a desire that God will uphold. For some of us it needs a 
stage further back. We need to ask for desire to desire God, because make no mistake, 
none of us can foresee the path to Himself that God will take us on. Martin Luther 
reflected a strong commitment to this when he said, ‘since thou hast saved me, do with 



me as thou will.’ He was ready and willing for any path, and his way was not often 
smooth! 
 
A great tragedy is to be a Christian who has a desire for God and a desire for other 
things too. It was said of King Solomon that he loved many foreign woman, and in later 
life, they drew him away from a whole hearted devotion to God. It is not only bad things 
that can seduce us from God, but more often it is good things. This single heartedness 
does not mean that if we seek God with our whole hearts that He will not bless us and 
give us things as well, but it is when other things take the place of rivals in our hearts, 
that we are going off course. God will brook no rivals. 
 
Let’s be serious. As a minister what would I love to see? Revival, conversions, church 
growth, Christians growing to maturity. All of those, I hope you agree, are good things to 
desire, and they are. However, if this is my vision, I have gone wrong! The old hymn 
says it correctly, ‘Be thou my vision.’ Good things must not take the place of God in our 
hearts, and yet so often do. 
 
There are other passages which speak of single hearted devotion and desire for God. 
The principle description of desiring and finding God as the ‘normal’ life is depicted by 
the picture of Adam walking with God in the cool of the evening. This is up close and 
personal fellowship and friendship with God. It is the loss of this which is the greatest 
tragedy of the fall, to be alienated from God. Friendship turns to alienation, and 
sinfulness blinds us to the possibility of face to face encounter with God. It is this we 
desire when we desire to seek God. 
 
Look at Song of Songs 1. 1-4 ‘Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth…’ This is a 
love poem, some see it as an erotic love poem, it is very real. It is the desire of a bride 
for her future husband, and his desire for her. Desire for God is being likened to that hot 
passionate desire of a betrothed man and woman before they marry. There is nothing 
that each desires more than to be one with their beloved. This is what desire for God 
feels like, only more so. 
 
Look at Exodus 33 verses 17-20. Moses wants to see the glory of God. God replies that 
no man can see the face of God and live. Moses wanted to see the face of God which is 
His glory. People queue for hours to see a glimpse of the Queen or some pop star or 
other celebrity, and consider it worth the effort to see them at a distance, in the flesh. 
Moses wanted a close encounter with the face of God. It was a strong desire, and even 
though he could not see the face of God and live, God showed him his departing glory, 
and that was Moses starter for ten for heaven! 
 
In all these passages, there is a desire for God Himself, not something less than that. It 
is a desire for the giver, not only the gift. 
 
This desire for God is a joyful and arduous journey. We are forever tasting and being 
satisfied only to thirst and desire once more. The reason for this is that desire for God 
grows us. Every time we drink of God, we are satisfied, but our capacity grows. We 



need more of God, and so we are on a journey of thirst, satisfaction and then thirst once 
more. 
 
Even some of the greatest lovers of God talk of this in their hymns. Hymns are a very 
accessible way of learning of the Christian lives of others. I find it so helpful and 
encouraging to read of the longings of others, their penitential consideration of their sin, 
and their resolves and prayers for more of God. Here is Charles Wesley longing to know 
more of God’s love for him, wanting the kisses of His mouth. 
 

‘O love divine, how sweet thou art! 
When shall I find my willing heart 

All taken up by thee?’ 
 

Even Charles Wesley felt his lack keenly. 
 

‘I thirst, I faint, I die to prove 
The greatness of redeeming love,  

The love of Christ to me! 
 

He then goes on in stanza two to say that the riches of God’s love are unsearchable, 
that even angels cannot sound the depths of God’s love. In essence he is saying that 
we will never fathom the depths of God’s love, so will ever be being filled to thirst again. 
This will not be a painful longing in eternity, though for now it can delight and break our 
hearts!  
 
Here is a hymn by I MacPherson. It begins, 
 

If I but knew thee as thou art, 
O Loveliness unknown,  

With what desire, O Lord my heart, 
Would claim thee for its own. 

 
The author of this hymn could not use language like this, loveliness, unless he already 
knew something of God up close. However even though he knows God as loveliness, 
he still knows his desire is not as great as it will be if he sees more of God! 
 
This man has experienced God, and yet he finishes his hymn with these words. 
 

But. Ah, my lonely spirit tires 
Of knowing thee in part. 

O Jesus, how my soul desires 
To see thee as thou art! 

 
This is the jubilant pining and longing for God. 
 
A hymn and hymn writer from a different nation and era, Gerhard Tersteegen.  



 
Draw me to Thee, till far within Thy rest, 

In stillness of Thy Peace, Thy voice I hear- 
For ever quieted upon Thy breast,  

So loved, so near. 
 

By mystery of Thy touch my spirit thrilled, 
O Magnet all Divine; 

The hunger of my soul forever stilled, 
For Thou art mine. 

 
Then this from Jeanne Marie De la Motte-Guyon. There’s a name for us! 
 

Still, still, without ceasing, 
I feel it increasing, 

This fervor of holy desire; 
And often exclaim, 

Let me die in the flame 
Of a love that can never expire!’ 

 
This could only be written by someone who had tasted the sweetness of divine love, yet 
hungers for more. The rest of the poem is worth reading. 
 
Lastly, a hymn of Frederick William Faber. I have quoted some of this poem before, It is 
one of my go to hymns, I never fail to get something more from it no matter how often I 
read it and think about it. 
 

Stanza 3. 
 

But none honours God like the thirst of desire, 
Nor possesses the heart so completely with Him; 

For it burns the world out with the swift ease of fire, 
And fills life with good works till it runs o’er the brim. 

 
Stanza 5 

 
For the heart only dwells, truly dwells with its treasure, 

And the languor of love captive hearts can unfetter; 
And they who love God cannot love Him by measure, 

For their love is but hunger to love Him still better. 
 

Stanza 7 
 

For the lack of desire is the ill of all ills; 
Many thousands through it the dark pathways have trod’ 

The balsam, the wine of predestinate wills,  



Is a jubilant pining and longing for God.  
 

All of this song is worthy of note, but did you see the combination of thought in the last 
line. It reflects the joy and struggle that comes with desiring and seeking God for 
Himself. It is jubilant, joyful, yet it is a joyful pining and longing. The thing that comes to 
my mind is how Christmas seemed to me when very young. I looked forward to it, yet 
the days seemed to be never ending before it came. Joy and pining! 
 
I know that many people know little or nothing of these sorts of things. Over the years I 
have been fortunate to meet people who so long for God. However, I have met more, 
even amongst ministers, who could not understand any of these concepts, but believed 
the Christian life is all about doing stuff and organising stuff, and keeping church people 
busy. Let me pose this question. Is heaven going to be a place of busyness, or will our 
first business be to concentrate our love and energies on Jesus, our Lord and the lover 
of our souls? I think Jesus will be the big thing in heaven, so it would be wise to 
acquaint ourselves with Him while we are on earth, as a first priority. 
 
No matter what our experience or history is, the starting point is to begin to ask God to 
give us a desire to have a desire for Him. Ask until He gives us this, and then desire 
more desire of Him and begin to seek Him for Himself, and mean Himself, not just what 
He gives. The high calling is to seek the giver, and not just His gifts. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  


