
 Sunday 1st September 2019  
Children and Work 

Ephesians 5.21 & 6.1-10 
 
 

The context of the reading. 
 
Ephesians is a book that teaches us how to live to the praise of God’s glory. This is the 
reason for all of creation, to honour and enjoy God. 
 
The book tells us what Christ has done to free us to live in this way, and what we are to 
do in response to Christ’s death and resurrection. 
 
Three key building blocks are Marriage, Family life and work.  
 
All are creation ordinances. None of them came as a result of the fall, they were given 
for God’s glory and our good before the fall, and will continue on into eternity. 
 
The Church is the Bride of Christ forever – for honour and love. 
Believers are the children of God, for obedience and nurture. 
The Church is the servant of God, master and servant. 
 
In Ephesians, human marriage is a living parable of Christ and the Church. 
 
For these reasons, we cannot play fast and loose with these and expect all to go well! 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Sermon  
 
We considered marriage briefly before the summer, so I will not add to it at present 
even though there is a lot we need to think about, and a lot I did not mention, especially 
how marriage is a model of the relationship of intimacy Christ is seeking to draw 
believers into. 
 
Above, I have reminded us of the context of these passages about marriage, family and 
work life which I have called creation ordinances. This means that they are all God’s 
idea, not ours. These three social elements make up the vast bulk of our living, and so 
are very important to us, and more so to God, because He created and gifted them to 
us. He did so for our wellbeing and pleasure and as a means to express our loyalty and 
worship to Him. Marriage, family and work, are not meant to be a trial and a curse, but 
sadly in this fallen world, the most precious gifts of God are most assaulted by Satan 
and sin. Satan’s intent is to bring misery into what God has given to bless, and we know 
that for many, family and work are a severe trial. 
 



I should say that there is little we can do to fire proof these areas of life, even as 
Christians. These are not only things God gives us, but He uses them to mold us as the 
Potter shapes the clay. We often read in Scripture of good kings having bad sons and 
bad kings having good sons. Either way, marriage, family and work are not linear paths. 
We do not put a coin in a machine, pull a handle and receive a guaranteed product. 
Each of these requires application, work, and above all, a robust faith. By this I mean a 
faith that does not collapse with the first bump. Can you imagine a rugby player leaving 
the pitch because someone pushed him! So don’t ever give up faith in God, He does not 
give up on us.  
 
Let’s consider the subject of family life. 
 
Why bother talking about families when there are so few families in Church? Because, 
families are under severe attack in these days and we need to pray for our neighbours 
who have families, for our grand-children and for the school children we see every day 
in the streets. Many parents and children are living in real emotional and spiritual pain. 
We can put plasters on them out of a sort of kind desire to relieve suffering, but only 
God can heal them, and sometimes our remedies do more harm than good. 
 
We must look at the setting of these verses in Ephesians. They are under the qualifier 
of 5.21, ‘submit to one another out of reverence for Christ’. It is not about us in the first 
place, but about God’s glory. If our lives glorify God, do you think God will not notice or 
reward us? God always gives more than He takes, but if we leave the pitch before the 
end, we may well miss the pay day! 
 
In the past, when I was little, the catch phrase was that children, ’should be seen, but 
not heard!’ perhaps we have all felt that that would be nice sometimes!!! Perhaps it was 
only meant for me.  
 
This is not how it is today. There tends to be action and reaction in life. There has been 
a very great swing away from the model of the stern Victorian father whom you called 
‘Sir,’ and all that. However, reactions tend to over swing and we have seen major 
changes in a short time. The two world wars brought huge changes, some for the better, 
some for the worse.  
 
It is 50 years this year since the Woodstock music event. It is now highly glamorized. 
There was the movement for peace in Vietnam, free love and Flower Power and all that. 
These movements, and many other factors had reactionary elements in them, some 
positive, others that have given rise to unforeseen events. These have led Western 
societies turning more and more from the truth of the Bible, cynicism as to God’s 
existence, His goodness and interest in our good. Sadly this is also true for large 
sections of the Church. This has led to the very changed practices we see in marriage, 
family and work, their practices and acceptance as norms. Not all of these changes 
have by any means improved people’s wellbeing and happiness. 
 



 A survey of a week’s news will show that drug addiction and deaths are increasing as is 
the use of recreational drugs.  Abortions rates are high. Those who championed this 
cause did not expect this to be so. Divorces continue with the devastation of family 
circles. Mental health concerns are running high, co-habitation, casual family set ups, 
and all this reducing the place of marriage. There are many other ills that we hear 
people express alarm about. As a boy in Bangor, we never locked the front door except 
when we went on holiday, and the car was left unlocked and sometimes with the keys 
left in. We never came to any harm. I would never do this today, but check the doors 
every night before going to bed. I even know someone who has a weapon beside their 
bed, just in case. Our society is not working as well as we hoped it would, and the 
reason for this is that we have been cut adrift from the Biblical mandates, and we are 
directionless, everyone doing what is right in their own eyes. 
 
The place of children is in a family, a home with a mother and a father. This is the 
nurturing hub for children where they are brought up, nurtured, cultivated, blessed 
protected and disciplined. I don’t know if you have seen the TV program, but a dog 
trainer is training unruly and uncontrollable toddlers! A bit of a quirky idea, or is there 
something wrong there? Children are children, not dogs, humans are much more 
complicated and totally different from dogs. Such a thing is disconcerting to me, too 
1984ish. 
 
However, today, there are competitors to this central focus on the family. There is the 
internet, the pressure from media, schools which are being asked to do much more, and 
there is government policy which seeks to reduce the role of the parent and for 
government to be more involved. Sounds like North Korea.  
 
Where we find ourselves today is that the children have the position of little kings in the 
home, family life revolves more and more about them. The parents become the 
servants, and the children do not learn from the parents interactions because the 
parents are so busy running them to things that there is little ‘family’ time! I am guilty of 
eating tea in front of the TV, but it was not so much when our children were small. 
 
My parents were self-educated, but sent me to university. My children expected to go to 
university and did. This generation of parents aspires to give their children stuff and 
experiences, and wear themselves out at the cost of the relationship of husband and 
wife.  As time goes on we see that all of this has not worked well for many! We have 
become so used to these changes that to sit down at a dining table and talk seems for 
many an outlandish thing to do. It is much more common for him and her and mum and 
dad to have their earphones on and to watch a different movie as they gulp down a 
prepacked meal from a super market.  
 
This will sound reactionary to some of you, but the degree to which we have lost or 
misunderstood the Biblical principles, is the degree to which we should not be surprised 
to see so many interpersonal relationships get into difficulty.  
 



One of the buzz words in education today is resilience. By this I understand it refers to a 
child’s ability to cope with the unexpected highs and lows that life brings. So many 
children have real problems with the issues of life, and despite hordes of counsellors 
flying in, things are getting worse, not better.  
 
Resilience is about the building of character and comes when children see and walk 
with their parents through the best and worst life has to offer. We need to see life as a 
training field, not as something to avoid and hide our children from, but to face it as 
parents and children. I learned some important lessons as a young teenager from a 
family of relatives. They were farmers, and had a very different way of facing up to 
sadness and serious illnesses in family life. I was on a working holiday on the farm 
when troubling news came. Their example worked resilience in me, and I am forever 
grateful for their upfront, earthy way of dealing with some of the darker and sadder 
events that came into my life. Example, that is what builds resilience, at least to a great 
degree. 
      
 
Hebrews 12 speaks about discipline. Prov.13.24. says, ‘He who spares the rod hates 
his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline his son.’ 
 
The Rod is discipline, not a stick, although it can include a stick and in some cases 
includes corporeal punishment. Susanna Wesley is said to have ruled her children with 
a rod of iron. She did not beat them with a metal rod, she applied discipline, and that 
discipline could included a smack. Children do worse than that to each other in the 
playground and games pitch. Furthermore, would we not rather see a child given an 
administered smack, not in anger, and this done early in life instead of learning the hard 
way? Is that not better than to see them up on charges later in life for stabbing 
someone, or beating someone unconscious after a pub brawl, because they never 
learned restraint in earlier life?  It is about the application of correction and discipline so 
children learn right and wrong, responsibility and consequences. This is where the legal 
system in the UK breaks down. The time lapse is too long between the offence and the 
consequences. I have seen young men in court who did not remember what charge 
they were up on, and they walked away with fines and went straight back to the pub, no 
correction, no remorse, nothing changes and ready to offend again.  
 
However we view what appropriate discipline is, it is not loving to fail to administer it or 
to take too long over its application. We need to learn that there are consequences to 
our actions, and learn to repent of wrong once we realise we have done wrong. This is 
learned in the home. 
 
There is a built in balance in all these relationships as spoken of in Ephesians. 
Children’s part is to obey their parents in the Lord out of reverence for Christ, and the 
parental part is not to provoke their children out of reverence for Christ. I will not tell you 
some of the things I have heard parents say to their children in recent years, nor the 
things children say to their parents. Some have been dreadful, and yet this is seen as 
acceptable. I suspect many of you would not believe me if I told you. 



 
I hope that you read the verses in Hebrews and get the message. It is a sigh of parental 
love when we are disciplined, of God’s love when He disciplines us. It is not pleasant at 
the time to be disciplined, but it yields good fruit if we receive it. There is a Scripture that 
advises us to embrace the rod, to accept discipline as a high expression of love, 
because this is what it is. 
 
I can remember someone telling me that the reason he insisted on prompt and 
complete obedience from his children was for this reason. If he saw them just about to 
walk out onto the road and into danger, he wanted them to stop when he called out, not 
walk on for a bit and get hit by a car. An over simple example perhaps, but there is an 
important issue in it. A red light means stop. It does not mean edge out and take a 
chance!  
 
All this is not easy to process and apply. Do you think it is easy to have a marriage, a 
home and employment as depicted here in Ephesians? Most of us know that it is not 
easy or straight forward. The Bible knows this also. We do not live in some sort of zone 
of Utopia where we always do or want what is right, true and noble. Ever tried to be 
humble? It’s hard. Look at verse 10 of chapter 6. It begins to talk about the other 
foundation of living to the glory of God. It involves conflict, war, struggle, hand to hand 
fighting, not with our spouses, our children or our employer, but with spiritual powers of 
darkness and sin, inside us and all around us. 
 
Our failure to realise that the Christian life is a call to bloody but triumphant warfare is 
the reason so many folk who call themselves Christians get beaten up. We are on a 
pilgrimage to heaven through enemy territory. We are on a mission, not a walk in the 
park on a sunny Sunday afternoon. We will begin to look at this warfare next week. God 
has made provision for us for this fight, and this is important to know as we try to live as 
authentic Christian’s in our marriages, homes and work  
 
 
 
 
Employment and employing  
 
The motives are the same, and the setting is the same, one of challenge, warfare and 
all this to ensure righteousness and equity, responsibility and privileges.   It is a tragedy 
that the concept of vocation has ceased – do you remember the office workers in a 
previous recession who began the, ‘I’m backing Britain campaign?’ They worked extra 
hours without pay to help their business survive.  
 
Why are these spheres so difficult? Because anything that is designed to reflect the 
glory of God is hated and assaulted by Satan. Humanity has usurped the place of God, 
so increasingly we live in a world where we get all we can, and can all we get, hence 
Paul finishes Ephesians with a covering regarding spiritual conflict and how to do it.  
 



It takes guts to be a Christian, it is a demanding life, but the rewards are out of this 
world!  However, I hear more and more from folks who have been believers for a long 
time who agree that it does not get any easier, even if the sweetness’s also get sweeter. 
I have a colleague and we often tell each other that in our youth we thought that by our 
age we would have had the beginnings of a halo about us, or at least a faint glow on a 
very dark night. That has not happened, because the crown is reserved for later! 
 
 
 
 

  


