
Sunday 15th. September 2019 
The Christian Soldier and his Armour 

The Enemy, Satan, his origin. 
 

Perhaps it is too simple an idea, but if an army does not know where its enemy is, or 
who they are, it would be an act of stupidity to start shooting here and there, or charging 
up and down a field! Children used to do that sort of thing when they played games of 
Cowboys and Indians and all those sorts of charging about games. You could even play 
them on your own, all it took was a stick and an imagination, and you could be part of 
an army or some other great adventure. 
 
However, we are not talking about imagination and games. We are looking at the origin 
of Satan, a foe that Jesus spoke of and confronted in the desert before His public 
ministry began. The authors of the New Testament speak about Satan, and we see a 
number of direct and indirect references to him in the Old Testament, from Genesis, to 
the historical records of the Kings of Israel, in Job and in the Prophetic books. The New 
Testament also speaks of him, and Jesus spoke of him as a well known foe. 
 
I said last week that C. S. Lewis pointed out in his Screwtape Letters that the devil 
either wants us to deny his existence, or go over the top and see a demon behind every 
rock and bush. However, where sin is present and active, Satan will be nearby just as 
rats are always near rubbish and dirt! Indeed, in the New Testament, Satan is called 
lord of the flies, a rather unpleasant picture is conjured up in these words. Where ever 
there is sin, decay, depravity, rebellion to God, Satan is near, because this is what he 
trades in. Paul refers to him as, ‘the god of this world,’ and as a spiritual being.  
 
We are going to look at four passages today which give us an insight into the history 
and the nature of the devil. There are many questions which may come to mind, many 
of which we do not have the answer to because Scripture is silent on them. The fact of, 
and the very existence of evil is a mystery that many believers and philosophers, 
theologians and others have wrestled with. The ideas and explanations that have been 
developed are many and well documented, however, at the end of the day, the subject 
is still shrouded in mystery. This is where faith and trust comes in! 
 
I hope that none of us are unaware of the existence of evil. Our grandparents who lived 
through wars knew all about it, direct suffering as well as the collateral cost of conflict. 
We have only to read of the cruelties inflicted by man on man to see that there is a 
degree of creativity in doing horrible things to each other which is truly astonishing. 
 
The subject of the devil and how he works in the world is perhaps best illustrated from 
the Hymns written in former days. There is a whole section in the Methodist Hymn Book 
called, ‘For Believers Fighting.’ This is not about believers fighting with each other, but 
refers to conflict with Satan, sin and the world. I recommend these hymns, because they 
have a correct balance. They speak of contending against the devil in the strength and 
power of God, not our own so called abilities. They speak of the nature of the conflict, 



that we contend wearing the armour of God, and that essentially this armour is humility, 
faith and holiness, not some technique or magic words, actions or attitudes.  
 
The second hymn in this section is the 12 verse ‘Soldiers of Christ Arise’, a hymn well 
worth committing to memory. How about this for a first line of another hymn, ‘O my old, 
my bosom foe.’ Check these out. They come from a past age, but an age that saw 
remarkable things from heaven and had a quality of intelligent theology that grows 
scarcer every year in the West. 
 
Our first two texts go together. They are Isaiah 14.12-17 and Ezekiel 28.11-19. 
Both of these texts refer to kings in their immediate context, but like Messianic Psalms, 
they go far beyond anything that could be said of an earthly monarch alone. The text 
refers to a tyrant, the king of Babylon. However in verse 12 and following, the language 
goes into overdrive. If this was the only passage in Scripture that developed in such a 
way, we could side line it as hyperbole. But we have the Ezekiel passage and others 
which combine to give us reason to see in them a story of a spiritual world unseen, but 
very, very real! 
 
We read in verses 12 to15 the sad and horrible spectacle of a creature who aspired to 
rise to sit on the throne of God and fell in the process. It all began with pride in the 
heart, and ended up with being cast down from heaven to earth. This is good news for 
heaven, and frightening news for earth. Psalm 2 also has this cosmic setting. In this 
case, it is fallen man, aping Satan, in aspiring to assail and take the throne of God. Both 
Satan and humanity fail, but is it not an interesting thought that one of the predominant 
themes of history is people who attempt to build kingdoms and powers. It does not 
matter whether it was the Aztecs, the Romans, the Greeks, or the man who would 
establish a 1000year Reich, all have passed and fallen. We would be wise to realise 
that just because this is the 21st Centaury it does not mean that the West and Europe 
will remain powers forever. Could it be that the Brexit situation is but another nail in the 
coffin of Europe and the West? If this does not get Church people off their chairs and 
down to pray together what will? Will we be the generation who sat about as the nation 
falls apart? Is that what history will say about members of the Church of Scotland, they 
watched their nation and faith decay and wither, and did nothing? 
 
Ezekiel 28 adds more information to the picture. The immediate reference is to the King 
of Tyre. However, once again, the language is so above earthly affairs that the 
prophecy goes beyond the earthly to the heavenly realms. There is this strange 
reference to being in Eden, the garden of God, and yet this creature was also in 
heavenly places verse 14. Ezekiel tells us that this celestial creature, full of great beauty 
was deceived by his splendor, and aspired to greatness even though a created being 
and so of an infinitely lower order than God. He was cast down to the earth, but note 
this, the power and authority was not taken away! 
 
The picture we have so far is this. Satan was an angel of great beauty and power who 
perverted himself in pride by desiring to reach above his station. He was cast out of 
heaven, Revelation will tell us more about this, and he is now loose upon the earth 



where he makes war on the saints. The saints are Christians, the creatures who are of 
especial interest and the object of the affection of God. Satan hates such people 
because they have been given the very things that Satan desired to take by force. 
Firstly humanity is created in the likeness and image of God. Perhaps our very 
existence enrages the devil because day in and day out, year and centaury ongoing, he 
dwells amongst a people who remind him of the One who expelled him from heaven! 
Secondly, the Saints, Christians, have been redeemed out of his kingdom and 
transferred into the Kingdom of God’s beloved Son. He may have lost the saints forever, 
but out of despite to God, he will do all he can, with his considerable power and 
experience, to deface the image of God in us, and do all he can to hurt and vex us. This 
is where we live today, in a world that has two different kingdoms at work. They are not 
equal, but they are both at work, and because of the fall, we all begin under the 
dominion of darkness, the rule of the devil. 
 
The great book that speaks about the rule of the kingdom of darkness in the soul of man 
is Bunyan’s Holy War. This book is not as well known as the Pilgrim’s Progress, but is 
written in the same style. What makes the Christians warfare so challenging is that we 
started in the devil’s kingdom, and even after Christ delivers us from his rule, we still 
have a traitor in our midst, our deceptive and unruly hearts. This is what Paul talks 
about in Romans chapter 7. 
 
Let us add to our knowledge of this unseen war. The book of Job gives us another 
snapshot of the heavenly realm on the day of creation. In Job 38 verse 7, we learn that 
the angelic host were already created before the earth was formed. It is interesting that 
at creation, the angels sang and shouted for joy, heaven is a world of love and joy, has 
been one of love and joy, still is and will be forever. So what happened between the 
creation of the angels and the fall of mankind? 
 
To discover this, we turn to Revelation chapter 12. We know that Satan was a most 
splendid angel who was corrupted by his own beauty. Revelation 12 telescopes history 
from the fall of the devil to the end of the ages.  
 
The whole of chapter 12 presents a very dramatic picture. A woman is carrying a child, 
and there is a great red dragon. Verse 4 speaks of him sweeping a third of the stars of 
heaven out of the sky and flinging them to the earth. Most commentators see in this that 
a third of the angels fell with the devil having sided with him. 
 
The dragon, Satan, seeks to kill the child when the woman gives birth. This is a picture 
of the church, the line of Israel giving birth to the Messiah, and the devil’s intent to 
destroy Him. However, the child is caught up to heaven, the ascension of Christ after 
His death and Resurrection. Do you see how this chapter condenses history?  
 
Next we hear about a war in heaven. We are backtracking here, because this is an 
account of the down fall of Satan that happened before the Messiah came. Satan is cast 
down to the earth and out of heaven and his response is one of anger and verse 17, he 
goes about making war on the saints.  



 
This is the warfare for which God gives us His armour. We are in a battle whether we 
realise it or not. With the armour we can stand, without it, falling is inevitable. 
 
How does this armour work? We are told this in verses 10-11. We overcome Satan by 
the blood of the Lamb. This is a short hand way of referring to all that Christ has 
accomplished by the Cross, His death and His resurrection. That takes us back to 
chapters 1-3 of Ephesians. However just as in the Exodus and the Passover, the fact of 
shed blood is not enough, it must be applied. The blood of the Passover lamb was 
applied to the door frame of the Hebrew house by means of a common plant. We apply 
the blood of Christ, the greater Passover Lamb, by use of something very common, by 
our tongues. Verse 11 continues with the means of our victory over Satan, it is by the 
blood of the lamb and the word of our testimony, held fast by us, even if our confession 
leads to our death, our martyrdom. 
 
Let me quote the late Derek Prince on this. His statement on these verses is very 
worthy of attention. He said that we overcome Satan by testify to what the word says 
the blood of Jesus does for us. This includes the fact that our words spoken are not the 
power, but the blood testified to in faith. This is one way we apply the benefits of the 
Cross of Christ to our lives in the midst of conflict from the world, our flesh and the devil.   
 
Derek also came up with a brief testimony of key aspects of the benefits of the Cross for 
us. His confession was this, 
‘By the Blood of Jesus, I am justified, made righteous, just as if I’d never sinned. By the 
blood of Christ I am sanctified, made holy, set apart for God. By the blood of Christ I am 
set free from the rule of Satan, Therefore, Satan, you have no power over me and no 
place in me, by the blood of Jesus.’ 
 
I would challenge anyone who may read this to read through the first chapters of 
Ephesians, and I think that you will see there what is included above, and much more. 
The weapons of this warfare are spiritual weapons, and Paul is now about to use the 
picture of the Roman Soldier as the model to hang the pieces of God’s armour on. This 
we will take up next time. 
  
 
      
 
   


