
Sunday 9th June 2019 
Pentecost Sunday 

Texts- Joel 2.28-32, Acts 2 v 1-4, 14-21, 32-33. 
 

Pentecost is an ancient festival of Israel. It was instituted in Leviticus 23, and was a 
feast and celebration of the ingathering of the barley harvest, a harvest made bountiful 
by God. There was rejoicing, but also the keen awareness that all providences were in 
God’s hands to give or with-hold as He will. There was therefore reverence, fear and 
rejoicing in this feast. It was also called by the name, ‘The feast of weeks,’ because it 
fell after Passover and the first cutting of the harvest. It was at this feast time that the 
Holy Spirit was poured out in a new way on the disciples, the seed of the Church which 
was about to burst forth into history. 
 
The prophet Joel tells us, chapter 2 verse 28 and following, the extent and the scope of 
this outpouring. In Acts, Peter says the famous words, at least to Pentecostals and 
Charismatics, ‘this is that which was promised,’ and then quotes from the passage in 
Joel. Peter has no uncertainty that the promise foretold in Joel is now being realized in 
their midst, and neither should we!  
 
It is very important that we see from Joel and the sermon that Peter preaches to the 
assembled crowd on the day of Pentecost, that the promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit 
is for all and every believer. The Old Testament was by no means devoid of the actions 
of the Holy Spirit, but in many references the Holy Spirit is spoken of as coming upon 
this one or that one. This anointing is task and moment specific, and it seems that the 
Holy Spirit would lift once the task was completed. Some anointing’s of the Spirit 
seemed to be longer lasting. Why would David ask that the Spirit not be taken from him 
in Psalm 51 if the Spirit was not present in some way with him? Also think of the gift of 
wisdom given to Solomon. It is reasonable to consider that this wisdom was 
supernatural, at least in great measure. 
 
However, the day of Pentecost as recounted in Acts 2 was of a different order. There 
was now a universal outpouring of the Holy Spirit on all the believers, and this time the 
Spirit was given to stay! This is the glory of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit is given to abide in 
the believers and the Church. The point of all this is to challenge the oft heard language 
of there being born-again-believers, Pentecostal believers, charismatic believers and all 
other varieties. We know what people mean when they say these things, but it is not 
useful or helpful. There are only Christians and non-Christians. There are only 
Christians who are babies, or young, or mature. This should help us be real and not 
make assumptions of where we are or are not! Remember that the Corinthian believers 
who were very Charismatic were called immature by Paul! The gift of the Holy Spirit is 
for every believer. This gift is not a badge of merit, a reward for good deeds, nor is He a 
gift for the special folk. Put it like this, and there is Biblical warrant for this analogy, we 
do not say that there are people who breathe, others who breathe a lot, and others yet 
who breath heavily. Breath is breath, it is one of the characteristics that distinguishes 
living things from inanimate things. We do not talk of people as breathing people, for all 
must breathe to live. So it is with the Holy Spirit, and more so since Pentecost, The 
Christian by definition and necessity is a charismatic person, one who is spiritually alive 



by being indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and equipped for service by the abiding and 
anointing of the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit we are dead, and without this 
particular visitation of the Spirit as recounted, we are powerless for useful service.  
 
We also need to change the way we speak and think about the Holy Spirit. He is a He 
and not an it!  The Holy Spirit is the third member of the Trinity. He is God of God, of the 
same substance as the Father and Son. He is the one who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, so we are foolish to ignore Him, or take exception to Him. We must repent 
and get away from all thoughts that there is Father, Son and the weird one. The Holy 
Spirit is not weird, He is the One like Jesus, given to us by the Father through the Son 
as the proof of Jesus exaltation to the highest place in heaven, and the joy and Jubilee 
granted to us by reason of Christs return to glory. 
 
We need to be careful. If we were given a gift by a great one on earth, and ignored it, or 
just shoved it away in a drawer, how would the giver regard us if they learned what we 
had done? The Holy Spirit can be grieved and chased away by us. The Holy Spirit will 
not always force Himself on us. I think that in the Church in the West today, the Holy 
Spirit is often left to sit quietly in a corner of the room. He is full of wisdom, love and 
power, yet we treat Him as if He has nothing we need. He will try to draw our attention, 
but if ignored, He will wait until we realise that we have messed up and gone wrong and 
are in desperate need of His aid, aid that was available all the time! 
 
Pentecost is called the birth of the Church, and that is not a bad way of looking at it. 
 
The aftermath of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on those disciples was that they were 
filled with boldness, truth taught became alive and real to them, and there was addition 
and multiplication of believers. We see this multiplication and addition to the Church in 
places round the world today, and have had it in the UK in previous generations, so it 
still continues just as then. It can happen again here in Scotland and the UK, and many 
people think that not only can it happen, but it must happen again, and soon, if the 
Church is to survive in this land. 
 
As we read through the rest of Acts, and into the early centuries of the Church, we may 
consider that a better way of speaking about the book of Acts would be to speak of it as 
the Acts of the Holy Spirit. Certainly, the place given to the Holy Spirit in Acts and the 
early Church is much greater than that given to Him in the Church in the West today. I 
would even go as far to say that this is true of Pentecostal and Charismatic 
denominations also! 
 
The testimony of the first believers was that it was not their wisdom or might or power 
that was at work in the Church. The account of the man healed at the Gate Beautiful 
says this. Acts 3.13  
 

‘Why do you stare at us as if by our power or godliness we had made this man walk?’ 
 



There are very significant implications from this. If it is not our power or godliness that 
accomplishes healings, then such things are not beyond the reach of every Christian. 
Further Scripture backs this up. We read of Jesus that the power of God was present to 
heal. On another occasion, Jesus said that if it was by the finger of God that He 
expelled demons, therefore, the power was not inherent within Him while on earth, but it 
was all done by the Spirit. This will take a lot of thought to digest. A lot of repenting to 
undo our present way of thinking, and faith to see the working of the Holy Spirit as a 
part of our New Birth birthright. The presence and activity of the Holy Spirit is 
indispensable as the primary action, not as an after though. So often in the Church 
today we plan and decide, and then pray a little prayer and claim that what happens is 
by the Holy Spirit. Guess what. This is why the Church in the West is so feeble. We do 
our own thing, and instead of agonizing over why it does not give us the results the first 
disciples got, we down grade our expectations and draw up lists of things Jesus is 
powerless or unwilling to do. We replace the power of God with the wisdom of men and 
reap low harvests if any at all.  
 
However, consider this. The Early Church had no fame or fortune. They had no property 
or celebrities. They did not plan campaigns or hire marketing and promotional firms. 
They did not write courses or use literature, media or any other thing. What they had, 
which was better, was the living and active presence of the Holy Spirit flowing in and 
through humble nobodies who proclaimed a crucified Messiah. This message was 
offensive to the Jews, and foolish to the Gentiles. However, the faith spread like wild fire 
even to the degree that Pliny spoke of it as a ‘divine contagion!’  O for days like that to 
return to Scotland. All this happened with humble meek souls who were country 
bumkins in the eyes of the world! 
 
The presence of the Holy Spirit is the explanation for the growth of the Church in any 
age, and the Person by whom we as individual believers are totally dependent upon for 
any and all good. The Father sent Jesus, Jesus accomplished the will of the Father on 
the Cross, and the Holy Spirit is the one who applies the benefits and blessings of the 
Cross to us, the Trinity acting as one and in perfect harmony.   
 
I cannot emphasise enough the seriousness of our condition if we are not recognizing 
the Person and place of the Holy Spirit in our salvation and growth. It is extremely 
serious to grieve or quench the Holy Spirit. There is forgiveness when we do this and 
repent. However, those of us who have some Christian experience know that even 
though God will not take the Holy Spirit from us, it does not mean an instantaneous 
restoration of the free flowing relationship. God may let us walk is shadow for a time to 
sober and discipline us so that we value and covet the presence of the Holy Spirit and 
not take Him for granted.  Psalm 51 again. Verse 12 talks of the restoration of joy. David 
was forgiven, but not everything was restored at once. It is almost as if an estrangement 
must be made good and trust restored. Think about that. 
 
If the people who had been with Jesus needed the Holy Spirit, indeed, if Jesus Himself 
needed the anointing of the Holy Spirit which He received at His baptism, how much 
more do we need Him? We still and will forever need the presence of God the Holy 



Spirit above all other things. Natural abilities will not avail, education and cleverness will 
not avail, books, bands and entertainment will not prevail, new expressions of Church 
will not avail, but any of these may, but only because of the Holy Spirit. We desperately 
need Him.  
 
Our need today is desperate. The world is spiraling down the plug hole. We are faced 
with hostility and all manner of things, but so was the early Church. The good news is 
that it is the desire of the Father to give the Holy Spirit to honour  the Son. Luke 11.9-11 
tells us that we are to ask, seek, and knock in prayer for the Holy Spirit. This is not to 
somehow earn Him, but in the wisdom of God, to make us hungry and desperate for 
Him, to be people who will greet Him and welcome Him and value Him in humility and 
love, and not take it all for granted. 
 
The coming of the Holy Spirit upon us and in us in this Pentecostal way to equip and 
release us for service has both an initiation and a continuing aspect. Paul asks the 
believers whom he met in Ephesus if they had received the Spirit when they believed. 
They had not even heard of the Holy Spirit. They are told about Him and then Paul lays 
his hands on them and they receive this anointing. However, note Ephesians 5.18. To 
these very same believers, he tells them to be being filled with the Spirit. Some older 
generations spoke of this two sided thing as one baptism and many fillings of the Holy 
Spirit. We do not have to understand or define it all, just ensure that we realise our need 
of the Holy Spirit and seek and ask to be being filled with the Holy Spirit as instructed in 
Acts. 
 
What could possibly be more wonderful than to be being filled with the very breath of 
God? Not an it, but a Him, and not just any Him, but the one like Jesus. Ask, seek 
knock, for it is the pleasure of the Father to fill us and fil. Us again. 
 
Let me finish with one of the best hymns ever penned about the Holy Spirit, (I think). It is 
of course a hymn by Charles Wesley.  
 

Away with our fears, our troubles and tears! 
The Spirit is come, the witness of Jesus returned to His home; 

The pledge of our Lord to His heaven restored 
Is sent from the sky, and tells us our Head is exalted on high. 

 
Our Advocate there, by His blood and His prayer 

The gift hath obtained, for us He hath prayed and the Comforter gained; 
Our glorified Head His Spirit hath shed, with His people to stay, 

And never again will He take Him away. 
 

Our heavenly guide with us shall abide, 
His comforts impart, and set up His kingdom of love in the heart. 

The heart that believes His kingdom receives, 
His power and His peace, His life and His joy everlasting increase. 

 



 
 

The presence divine doth inwardly shine, 
The Shekinah shall rest on all our assemblies and glow on our breast; 

By day and by night the pillar of light our steps shall attend, 
And convoy us safe to our prosperous end. 

 
Then let us rejoice in heart and in voice, 

Our leader pursue, and shout as we travel the wilderness through; 
With the Spirit remove to Zion above, triumphant arise, 

And walk with our God till we fly to the skies. 
 

It is a wonder how so much truth can be contained in so few lines. Ponder this song 
well, in fact, why not learn it off by heart. There is even a simple tune to it! 

 
 


