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Minutes of Foveran Congregational Board Meeting in Holyrood Chapel, Newburgh, at 7.30pm on 

 Tuesday, 12 February, 2019 

The Board met and was constituted with prayer by Rev Ricky Reid. 

Apologies were received from Sue Edwards and Lindsey Dickie. 

Sederunt:  Rev Ricky Reid, Chairman; Pamela Sloan, Clerk; Mary Smith, Margaret Wilson, Alasdair Sloan, Andrew 

Mitchell, Christine Fordyce and John Fordyce. 

 

Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of 11 December were approved.  John proposed, Alasdair seconded.  All in favour. 

 

Matters Arising 

Foveran Church Insurance 

Alasdair reported that he completed and returned the Unoccupied Buildings Questionnaire from the Church of 

Scotland.  Andrew advised that an email has been received with a further question.  Alasdair to respond.  It is hoped 

that this will trigger the revised premium. 

Photocopier 

No further progress. 

 

Correspondence 

Resignation letter - Jane Bradford 

Pamela advised that she had received a copy email from Jane Bradford which states, “I'm sorry to say I will no longer 

be attending Foveran Parish Church, and consequently will no longer be on the Congregational Board or doing the 

church magazine, website or correspondence regarding the Old Foveran Church.”  Pamela advised that Sue had 

replied as Session Clerk.  It was agreed that Pamela would write to Jane acknowledging receipt and thanking her for 

her support and commitment over the years. 

CARTA letter 

Pamela reported that Jane forwarded a copy of CARTA’s response to Alasdair which detailed a summary of their visit 

in November and recommendations. 

General Trustees Letter 

Jane also forwarded Alasdair a copy of a letter from the General Trustees regarding CARTA’s meeting in November 

and the resulting recommendations. 

It was agreed that Alasdair would copy in Christine and Andrew and Alasdair and Christine would work together to 

move forward.  Alasdair to arrange for the bust of Sir John Turin in Foveran Church to be valued. 

Pamela highlighted that within the email from the General Trustees David Robertson requested that the Kirk Session 

reaffirm their approval to the sale of Foveran Church.  Ricky advised that he will contact David Robertson, as a 

further approval is not required, and has been approved by Presbytery too. 

Community Carol Service 

Christine handed Alasdair an envelope containing £146 which had been put through Christine’s letterbox as funds 

raised from the Community Carol Service.  It was agreed that Alasdair would contact Jane to ascertain who the funds 

area earmarked for.  If there is no suggestion it was agreed that the funds will be split between New Life Home Trust 

and Nkhoma Hospital. 

 

Financial Report 
Alasdair distributed the draft Accounts up until 31 December, 2018.  Alasdair explained that the Accounts are now 

with the independent examiner and will be sent to Presbytery by the end of March.  Alasdair advised that there is a 

shortfall of circa £15,000.  No Gift Aid claim has been made this year, but it is estimated that this will be in the region 

of £8-9,000.  Alasdair proposed the Accounts.  Andrew seconded.  All in favour. 
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Alasdair distributed a draft budget and explained that in order to generate sufficient income he has budgeted an 

increase from fundraising activities and an increase in giving as a result of a Stewardship campaign. 

Mary advised that the Board will require to be involved in further fundraising activities. 

Alasdair proposed that the budget be accepted.  Andrew seconded.  All in favour. 

 

Property Report 

Andrew advised that Simon Ruddy has cleaned the gutters in all four properties at a cost of £265. 
Ian Simpson is working on the heaters in the Church Hall at no cost.  The hot water tank is back in working order and 
the heating will be on in the Church Hall for one hour during the night throughout winter. 
The noticeboard for the Church Hall has arrived and Andrew will put it in place. 
Ricky advised that Peter Farquhar of Ellon has inspected the Church Hall roof and has quoted £1,850 for the required 
repair.  Ricky proposed that this work be undertaken.  Alasdair seconded.  All in favour. 
Andrew requested that Alasdair forward him an analysis of repairs and renewals for the Property record. 
 
Social Report  
Mary reported that the Burns Supper was a great success with a profit of £200 being raised and split between New 
Life Home Trust and Nkhoma Hospital.  Mary advised that the Social Committee has no other events planned other 
than a concert later in the year, which Christine is organising. 
 
Church Magazine  
Pamela advised that she has prepared a first draft of the Church Magazine and has sought three quotes.  The 
cheapest quote being from Buchan Newspapers Ltd in Peterhead.  Pamela explained that these costs are cheaper 
than from the printer previously being used.  Discussion took place regarding the quantity and it was agreed that the 
magazine is mainly for Members and Adherents.  As such it was agreed that the quantity should be reduced to 500 
at a cost of £230 on 100g matt paper and stapled. The Board discussed the frequency and it was agreed that it will 
be reduced to three per year.  The next Magazine will focus on Stewardship and the third Magazine will ideally be 
distributed before November. 
 
Website 
Ricky advised that James Lewis has volunteered to look at the Church website.  Pamela requested that all changes to 
the website be given to her and she will pass them on to James. All agreed. 
 
Any Other Business 

Use of Church Hall on a Friday Night – Andrew advised that Danny has requested that the Explorers use the Church 

Hall from 7-9pm on a Friday night commencing Friday, 15 February.  Andrew proposed.  Alasdair seconded.  All in 

favour.  Andrew to advise Jean Jones. 

Stewardship Campaign – Alasdair to make contact with the Stewardship Co-ordinator for the area and arrange for 

him/her to meet with the Board and Session. 

Presbytery Papers – Ricky advised that all papers for Presbytery attestation should be with Ricky by Sunday, 3 

March, 2019. 

Date of Stated Annual Meeting – Sunday, 12 May, 2019. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting will be Tuesday, 16 April, 2019 at 7.30pm.   

 

The meeting closed with prayer 

 

 

 

Chairman:      Clerk:  


