
Sunday 10th March 2019 
Ephesians 2.11-22 

Four important words. 
 

Grace is God’s love in action. So far, Paul has outlined what God has done for us in 
Christ. There is a slight change in direction, and Paul begins to apply the teaching. He 
repeats it in a different way. The essence of teaching is to repeat truth from slightly 
different perspectives to help us grasp what it means. It may just be me, but if I am 
constructing something that comes to be self-assembled, I need more than one look at 
the instructions. One glance seems to make sense, but once we get into the nitty gritty, 
we need to look again and again to ensure we are using the correct bits in the right 
places. It is the same with understanding Scripture.   
 
Paul now adds in a new element. Having told them what God had done for them, he 
tells them why God has gone to such lengths to rescue us, and he comes to the 
startling truth that humanity, while running around this world for a number of years, are 
actually dead men walking!   
 
Four important words from Ephesians 2.11-22. 
 
1. Remember. V11. 
 
We are to remember what condition we were in before being made alive in Christ, and 
what is our new condition in Christ. This also gives a clear statement on the condition of 
those who do not believe.  
  
These are monumental descriptions of fallen humanity and God’s people who have 
been brought from death to life. It requires faith to accept both the bad news and the 
good news. These matters are not things that we can grasp with one quick look. It is the 
testimony of many notable Christians from many generations, that as they grow 
spiritually, they see the depths from which they have been brought becoming deeper 
and deeper. The same people also testify that as they grow spiritually, not only do they 
see that they were worse than they ever thought, but that the grace of God in making 
them alive appears more wonderful than it did at first! 
 
When Paul speaks of himself as the least of the Apostles, and less than the least of the 
saints, he is not being falsely modest, he is showing us that he is seeing the depths 
from which he has been redeemed, and the heights to which he is lifted in Christ. It is 
this sort of seeing greater depths and heights that gave rise to such hymns as ‘Amazing 
Grace,’ and ‘And can it be that I should gain.’ 
    
Remembering is an important aspect of seeing depths and heights. Hebrews 2.1 warns 
us about the danger of drifting away from truth. Hebrews 4.1-2 tells us more about this. 
It warns us what will happen if we do not invest faith in what we have been taught. The 
Israelites were forever drifting into unbelief, rebellion and sin. This is why God gives us 
their history and warns us not to do what they did! We also drift, and need to pay 



attention! Investing faith in the truth is key to keeping close to God. We believe what 
God says, not because we can work it all out in our heads, nor do we always feel comfy 
with what God says, but we obey because it is God who says it, and it is God who 
promises it. As we obey, and trust, His truth becomes clear. Think of Joseph. At the end 
of the story he tells his wicked brothers that they had intended what they had done for 
evil, but God intended it for good. At what point do you think Joseph realized that? It 
was not when he was thrown into a pit. It was not when he was sold into slavery, put in 
prison, nor even when he was exalted to be prime minister of Egypt. It was only as he 
became the rescuer of his own family that it all fell into place! 
 
What then does Paul tell us in these verses? 
    
v12 Separated, excluded, foreigners to God’s promises, without hope and without God 
in this world. That is the condition of natural man, that is God’s verdict not mine, now do 
we really think that God will say there, there at the end of our life and let us into heaven 
unless we have been made alive? 
  
V13 We are also to remember the condition of those who have been made alive. But 
now, a great change had occurred. Those who were far away have been brought near. 
This sounds like the language of the story of the Prodigal. This is accomplished through 
the blood of Christ. It took the Cross to make the dead alive. 
 
2. Christ is our peace v14-15. 
 
There is no peace apart from Christ. Paul is repeating the fact that a person apart from 
Christ is regarded by God as an enemy, being sinful, is abhorrent to God, and is an 
object of His wrath. Christ makes peace between God and us by standing in our place 
and taking all that is due to us, and giving us all that is due to Him. This is the first level, 
of making peace between God and us. 
 
However, it goes further than this. Christ makes peace between person and person by 
making us alive, by rebirthing us into a new allegiance. Gentile and Jew are brought into 
peace because, by the Cross, the line of Adam is ended, and we are born anew into a 
new humanity. 1 Corinthians 15 explains all this in full. This new humanity consists of 
those who have been made alive in Christ. The old differences and animosities are now 
ended by doing away with Jew and Gentile as it were by the creation of one new man in 
Christ. That is by Death and Resurrection. 
 
All attempts at gaining peace ourselves are futile. International peace treaties break 
down, because people can’t bring themselves from death to life. Any other means of 
seeking peace are futile, it is only Christ who can do what needs to be done to make 
peace with God possible and hence peace in every other life relationship. 
 
3. Consequently v 19. 
 



There are real consequences that arise from what Christ has done. The Cross of Christ 
should and can affect all of the Christians life. Being a Christian is not just about an hour 
on Sundays!  
 
Look at the contrasts that Paul introduces. Look at the way he puts flesh on what it 
means to be dead in trespasses and sin, and what it means to be made alive in Christ. 
The contrasts are stronger and more visceral. 
 
V12 Foreigners become nationals and partakers of the covenant promises. Unbelievers 
have nothing to do with God’s promises. Without hope v 12, but now, with hope v19.  
Aliens, excluded, undesirables, now beloved citizens of God’s new people, a new 
nation, the Kingdom of God. It is difficult for us to think of what sorts of understanding 
Paul was appealing to. Probably none of us here are stateless or are not citizens of the 
UK. I have never know what it is to be a refugee. All I have ever known is moving from 
one part of the UK to another, and that in itself brings its own challenges. Perhaps the 
nearest thing we can get to in trying to see what Paul is saying is to think of the pictures 
and stories we hear from refugee camps and from people who have become stateless 
to flee war or famine. These poor souls are aliens and strangers, and often we hear the 
hopelessness of their situation in words and in their eyes. That is what Paul is saying is 
the condition of unbelievers. In contrast, those who have been made alive in Christ have 
come home, have become naturalised citizens of a new country, the Kingdom of God.     
 
4 .Built v20 
 
The goal is declared in v22. We are to become a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. 
There is a huge building project in hand in the world! We have become the raw 
materials by being brought from death to life, but that is not the sum total of what God is 
doing. God is building, and growing living stones. These stones are then to be built into 
a living temple for His dwelling. This is the Church. Cf 1 Peter 2.4-5.  
 
God does not do all that He has done and then leave us in limbo. Christ has done 
everything that needs to be done for God’s eternal purposes to be fulfill. Christ has paid 
all the bills, provided and promised all the materials that will be required, and has laid 
out the plans and the instructions for how this new living dwelling place for God is to be 
constructed. All this is the product of Grace. However, even though grace cannot be 
earned or deserved, it does not mean that we are inactive. Grace is to be used, applied, 
lived.  It is not an ornament to be put on the mantle place only to be admired. Cars are 
made to be driven. Yachts are made to be sailed. Clothes are made to be worn. Tools 
are made to be used. Boots are made for the rough journey. We are called to be 
pilgrims in this life, not guests at the Ritz!  
 
In the same way, faith is given to be used and by use made stronger. Grace is to be 
used, and by use more grace is given. We are to grow up and not stay babies. In 
Colossians 1.28, Paul tells us that the goal of Apostolic labour is to present mature 
believers.  A year old infant is lovely, but a 60 year old baby is a monster. We are to 
grow up in every way into Christ, and the tragedy of the church in the West is that this 



has not been the norm for many generations. We speak about church roles and 
attendances week by week. We talk about believing in God, but what we don’t do well is 
be followers. Let me give you one simple evidence of the accuracy of what I have said. I 
quote this verse often, Acts 2.42. Do you know what it says without looking it up?  This 
verse gives us the description of what the first believers did for about the first three 
centuries of the Church, they ‘devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching, fellowship, 
the breaking of bread and prayers.’ Guess what happened, the Church grew, was 
added to, was multiplied, and all that they did arose not as good works, but arose from 
who they were in Christ. The outward activities arose from who they were becoming as 
they gave prime place to this soul building life style. They were firstly followers of Christ, 
and all else came out of that and after that!   
 
This building process is summed up by one word in the NT. Matthew. 28.19. tells us 
what result Jesus is expecting and demanding as a result of His death and resurrection. 
Jesus chose a group of men and taught them, apprenticed them to Himself, and He 
called them His disciples. Jesus has some serious things to say regarding disciples and 
these matters Paul will address as we go on through the rest of the book of Ephesians.    
 
 
 
 

 
 

    


