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Just because something is old, does not mean that it is obsolete no 
matter if it be a coat, a bike or a person. Some old things are possibly 
beyond improvement, the spring mouse trap, the recipe for broth, and for 
those of you who are more sophisticated than me, a fine wine. 
 

There is an old hymn which says something very relevant to our present 
age and days. One of the stanzas goes like this, 
 

‘His oath and covenant and blood,  
Support me in the ’whelming flood:  
When all around my soul gives way, 

He then is all my hope and stay.’ 
 

Then there is a chorus, 
‘On Christ the solid rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand,  
All other ground is sinking sand.’ 

 

The concept of Covenant is prominent in the Old Testament and the 
New. Indeed the word Testament is the same as Covenant. A covenant is 
a serious agreement between two parties. It usually consists of an 
agreement offered by a great person to a lesser person. It is a serious 
agreement and contains promises and statements of the consequences 
of being faithless to the agreement. 
 

Life is based on agreements. The Stock Market has as its motto, ‘My 
word is my Bond.’ This used to be true in life as well. There is the 
marriage contract, the baptismal contract, the job contract, political 
manifestoes, and the promise of a friend to a friend. There are promises 
we make when we join a club or some other organisation to abide by the 
rules, do our bit, to pull in the same direction. Every aspect of life has 
such structures actual, or assumed. The Church is based on a covenant 
given by God and binding upon all its members. 
 
Today, the word and promise of a person has lost its honour, and 
promises are made and kept while they suit us. When they no longer suit, 
we drop them. This is true of political manifestoes, marriage vows, 
pledges of friendship, kinship and church and civil involvement. We live in 
a generation of people who want to hang loose and not get involved, not 
commit, not be accountable. 
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The outcome of this is that we think that God is just like us and is joking 
about His promises of blessing and judgement. The Bible says that God 
is not like us, it says that even when we don’t keep our promises, God 
does. He promises salvation through believing in Jesus, and the 
consequence of not doing so is that we continue on the same path to 
eternal lostness. That is a nice way of referring to hell.  
 

The choice is still open to us while we live to take promises, covenants, 
seriously whether it be with regard to marriage, our employment, the 
promises we made if and when we had our children or ourselves 
baptised, and above all the covenant we have with God. 
 

We are either in one of two covenants with God. Either we are in the 
covenant of works which requires us to keep God’s Law perfectly. By the 
time I had recall of my life, I realised that I had already broken God’s Law, 
so the covenant of works had already sealed my fate! To try hard is not 
enough.  
 

The alternative is the Covenant of Grace, where through faith in Christ, 
He fulfils the requirements of God for us, and by faith we receive it as a 
gift to our account.  This is where all who believe are found. We don’t 
deserve it, but we need it! It’s a bit like the difference between being self
-employed and employed with full benefits. Self-employment seems ok 
unless we get injured, but if we do, then there is no income. Sin is an 
injury that robs us of the ability to do anything useful to God. Only being 
employed, in a covenant with God, will ensure 
our lives in this scenario.  
 

Which covenant are we in? Are we trusting in 
ourselves, or in the grace of God?   
 
Ricky Reid 
Minister 
 

 
Funeral 
December 2018  James (Jim) Warrender 
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I believe in a God who answers prayer.  I believe in Scotland and its 
glorious spiritual heritage.  A.W. Tozer said of Scotland, that for its size, 
no other nation equalled it in terms of numbers of missionaries sent all 
over the world to carry the message of hope that is found in Jesus Christ. 
That speaks of our history as a nation.  But what of our future?  Pray for 
Scotland’s ‘strapline’ on its Newsletters is ‘praying for revival in the 
church and transformation in the nation’.  That line, having met one of its 
founders, was enough to get me involved. 
 

David and Jean Black started Pray for Scotland back in 1992 although 
they had been involved in praying for revival prior to that under various 
banners. Their main thrust was to encourage prayer of all sorts for the 
nation, and networked across Scotland doing this.  When David died, 
Jean continued to be involved and for several years was Director. 
 

I met Jean at Clan a few years back and immediately ‘clicked’ with her 
and the Pray for Scotland vision. I had started a joint-churches prayer 
meeting in Ellon that grew into North East Prayer and moved to meeting 
in Old Deer, largely because the bulk of the people that came to it were 
from the northern part of Aberdeenshire. Jean Black joined with us on a 
couple of occasions as did Ernie Gibson, from Inverness. Ernie is on the 
Core Team of Pray for Scotland.  In recent years, Alistair Barton, who 
was chair of the trustees, has taken over as Director. He grew up in 
Aberdeen, went to Aberdeen University, and came to faith, having 
moved to the Central Belt for work. 
 

A couple of years ago I was invited to join the Core Team and greatly 
enjoy the fellowship that this entails, meeting as we do periodically in 
Perth to discuss the spiritual temperature of the nation, and talk about 
our responsibility in God’s scheme of things. As a result of my 
involvement and with Jeff Tippner’s agreement we changed the name of 
our bi-monthly prayer gathering to Pray for Scotland (N. Aberdeenshire). 
 

Pray for Scotland does not go out of its way to promote the name but 
rather to promote prayer for our immediate locality, and for Scotland as a 
whole.  
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Our holiday club meet-ups are proving extremely popular with all primary 
school aged children in the Parish.  The meet-ups are held on the last Fri-
day of most months from 3.30pm-4.30pm in the Church Hall, Newburgh.  
Children enjoy a snack as soon as they arrive, games, a bible story and 
craft.  Just turn up straight from school 
and register on the day.  This year’s 
dates are: 
Friday, 22 February  
Friday, 29 March     
Friday, 26 April   
Friday, 31 May    
Friday, 29 June  
Mon 12 - Fri 16 August - Holiday Club week - Seaside Rock 
Friday, 27 September  
Friday, 29 November -Christmas party. 

So, church prayer meeting or regional joint-churches prayer meeting are 
both of interest to Pray for Scotland, as promoting prayer is the aim, 
with the belief that God is the only hope for the future of our beloved 
nation. 
 

If you would like to join in prayer with folk from other churches every 
second month then email me at dtbestwick@btinternet.com  and I will 
add your name to the email list. 
 
Dave Bestwick 

We were treated to a wonderful evening of jazz performed by four young 
lads from Aberdeen City Music School who call their band The Jadz. 
The line-up was Sam (from our own Praise Band) on saxophone, Will on 
piano and fiddle, Hamish on trombone and bass, and Finlay on 
drums.  Some of the large audience were not sure if they would enjoy 
jazz, but they were converted after being entertained by the versatile 
and enthusiastic musicians.  
Pictured on the front page (left-to-right) Hamish, Will, Sam and Finlay. 
Christine Fordyce 

javascript:handleMailto('mailto:dtbestwick@btinternet.com');return%20false;
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Seaside Rock is this year’s exciting holi-
day programme for children from  
3 years -11 years old. 
The children will sing and dance on the 
beach, go in for a swim, hear  from 
‘Heather on the Weather’, join ’Lyn the 
Bin’ with jokes and introduce children to 
Jesus through the stories and experienc-
es of Peter.  All from the safety of the 
Church Hall! 
 

Peter was an amazing man and the New 
Testament is full of stories about him, as 
well as containing some of his writings.  
He was kind-hearted, quick, forceful, 
hopeful, impulsive and a man of ex-
tremes.  Peter wore his heart on his 
sleeve—it got him into trouble at times, but it also brought the praise of 
Jesus.  He was the first of the disciples to pronounce that Jesus was the 
Messiah, yet, when Peter challenged his path to the cross, Jesus had to 
say to him, “Get behind me, Satan!” 
 

During the week we’ll follow the highs and lows of Peter’s friendship 
with Jesus.  Each story points to Jesus as the Saviour and the source of 
Peter’s hope and joy.  The programme will challenge the children to fol-
low Jesus, just as Peter did, two thousand years ago. 
 

Seaside Rock will be held in the Church Hall, Newburgh, from Monday, 
12 August—Friday, 16 August.  Each session will run from 10am-12noon.  
On Friday 16 August, parents, grandparents and friends are invited to 
join in at 11.30am to see highlights of the week and enjoy a light lunch.  
Parents can register their children at the start of the week, or on the 
first day they can attend.  Alternatively registration can be made in ad-
vance by emailing Pamela Sloan—prsloan@btinternet.com.  Please con-
tact me if you have any questions or would like to know more. 
 
Pamela Sloan 
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On Saturday 26 January there was excellent food and wonderful enter-
tainment at our annual Burns Supper, once again held jointly with New-
burgh-on-Ythan Golf Club in the Golf Clubhouse. Robert Burns was cele-
brated in word, song and music.  
Peter Morrison chaired proceedings in his usual efficient and relaxed 
style. Don Hawthorn invited everyone to join in saying the Selkirk Grace 
and later piped in the haggis carried by Chef Martin Bühler followed by 
Fred Watson and George Adams bearing the Quaich. Fred then ad-
dressed the haggis in flamboyant style and later Neil McEwan delivered a 
well-researched, entertaining and topical toast to the Bard. 
Calum and Scott Cumming and Mairi McKeown then joined with Alistair 
Cruickshank, Carole, Danny and Will Hawthorn and Frances and Peter 
Morrison to entertain us with a very well-chosen mix of poems and songs 
mostly written by Robert Burns - all performed in fine style and many 
with not a little humour thrown in. We are lucky to have so many local 
performers with brilliant ideas, exceptional talent and the energy and en-
thusiasm to produce a programme of such high quality entertainment. 
Peter eloquently proposed the vote of thanks and Mary added a final 
word to thank the chairman and all who had helped to organise the event. 
Ticket sales for the very friendly and sociable evening raised just over 
£200 for the New Life Home Trust in Kenya and Nkhoma Hospital in Ma-
lawi. Our thanks to everyone who helped to make this possible. 
Mary Smith  

At the well-attended Festive Corner Café, Newburgh Mathers Nursery 
treated us to several carols and we all enjoyed 
Christmas cake and mince pies. Proceeds from 
the raffle £180.20 were donated to Balmedie 
House.   
Pictured right, happy customers Gwen Fulton 
and Lorna Cruickshank. 
 
Some of our many amazing Corner Café ladies pictured on the front 
page (left to right): Anne Diack, Aileen Bailie, Margaret Gorman and  
Marry Adams. 
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Our monthly Soul Food Sundays are eagerly anticipated events by mem-
bers of the Congregation and local community.  With different topics 
every month and the casual, informal café style atmosphere, it appeals to 
people of all ages.   
 

January’s topic was appropriate for the New Year, entitled ‘Second 
Chance’.  We watched a clip from the Billy 
Graham Evangelical Association  of three 
different testimonies of people who, 
thanks to God, were given a second 
chance.  We all can have a second, third, 
fourth, fifth, etc chance by coming to 
know Jesus.   
 

Those who don’t know Jesus or haven’t 
yet invited him into our lives, were invited 
to say the following prayer: 
 

“Dear Heavenly Father, I know that I’m a sinner. And I ask for your for-
giveness. I believe your son, Jesus, died for my sins and rose from the 
dead. I  turn from my sins. I repent of my sins. I invite you to come into my 
heart and life. I want to trust and follow you as my Lord and Saviour. In 
Jesus’ name,  Amen. “ 
 

You too can watch it by following this link: 
https://billygraham.org.uk/myhope/watch-films/second-chance/ 
 

Soul Food Sunday is held on the last Sunday of the month (with the  
exception of March) in the Church Hall from 6pm-8pm.  The last Soul 
Food Sunday of the year is on  Sunday, 24  November, 2019. 
Pamela Sloan 

 

SOUL 

FOOD  

SUNDAY 
a drop-in church  

 Sunday, 24 March 
 Sunday, 28 April 
 Sunday, 26 May 
 Sunday, 30 June 
 Sunday, 28 July 
 Sunday, 25 August 
 Sunday, 29 September 
 Sunday, 27 October 
 Sunday, 24 November 
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It’s common knowledge in all walks of life that small groups of people 
who meet together on a regular basis to pursue an interest, can benefit 
the individuals involved enormously. People join small groups with defi-
nite purposes in mind. Often that purpose will be to grow in their 
knowledge and ability as well as develop friendships. And so it is with the 
Church small group (or House group) that meets at Andrew and Chris-
tine’s house.  
Every Thursday evening (school holidays excluded) a few of us get to-
gether for a couple of hours to study and discuss different books of the 
bible, and share our collective knowledge and ignorance! It’s a relaxed 
atmosphere where no one is ever ‘put on the spot’ to speak, but conver-
sation just flows naturally.  
 

Andrew and Christine are great 
hosts, warm and welcoming, 
and there always is plenty of 
tea, coffee and biscuits which, 
as we all know, lubricates the 
chat! In a small group of people 
it’s easier to check out things 
we don’t understand or have 
difficulty with in the Bible. It’s 
easier to share more about 
ourselves and feel we are be-
ing understood and under-
standing other people better.  
 

In reading and discussing the bible passages we want to apply God’s wis-
dom to our own lives and to encourage one another in our walk with God. 
Serious stuff, but we seem to have lots of laughter too along the way! At 
present we are working our way through the Just 10 DVD's by J John - a 
wonderful, challenging, entertaining, sobering, enlightening walk through 
the 10 commandments. (I know many of you have already seen and en-
joyed these.) We should be finished this series in the next couple of 
weeks and haven’t yet decided what study we will be doing next. If you 
don’t yet belong to a bible study or small group, please do consider com-
ing along on a Thursday evening. Speak to Ricky or myself if you need a 
lift or just want to come along with someone. It could be just the thing 
you need to give your spiritual life a boost. 
Yvonne Reid 
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If someone had told me when I retired around the middle of October, 
that come November I would be attending a political meeting, I would 
have looked at you in disbelief.  I know that the kingdom of God is not 
going to come by political means; and that is my aim, to seek first the 
kingdom of God, to do all in my power to hasten the day when the name 
of Jesus is held in either honour or fear, here in Scotland. 
 

So, what has persuaded me to give up time and effort to a new political 
party?  The discovery of what is being propounded by our elected repre-
sentatives at Holyrood without any real opposition. They are overturning 
long-held Christian values and replacing them with humanist ones that 
are going to lead to chaos. 
 

I managed to track down a document that is to be rolled out in schools 
under what the Scottish Government refers to as ‘Relationship Educa-
tion’. There is a very serious and far reaching development going on with 
the Scottish government’s proposal to approve the introduction of the 
Transgender agenda into our primary schools. At its core will be that our 
children from age five will be taught they can choose their own gender. I 
consider this child abuse, and predict chaos if this is not stopped. 
At the heart of the cultural changes being pushed by the ‘metropolitan 
liberal elite’ in Holyrood is their belief that parents are not the best 
guardians of their children’s welfare; they see it as their collective re-
sponsibility: Government knows best! So parental authority is being un-
dermined, not only in this instance, but in terms of the so-called 
‘smacking ban’ (referred to historically as ‘reasonable chastisement’). 
 

To bolster their agenda they have proposed that each child should have 
a named person to which that child can turn if they are encountering 
problems. A child’s first port of call should be their parents, and only in 
exceptional circumstances should they be encouraged to speak to 
someone else without their parents’ knowledge. That is, if the child’s 
safety is in question. 
 

There is growing intolerance amongst our politicians towards those of us 
who take a faith-based approach to life. They speak much of diversity 
and inclusion but promote laws that undermine the values dear to Chris-
tians and practise the exclusion of people whose religious views they 
find ‘unacceptable’. 
That all sounds like doom and gloom, doesn’t it? 
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Well, let me reassure you that I am full of hope, because we serve a 
God who knows not the art of losing. There is a war on, with our Enemy 
making a lot of noise, rather like Goliath! This war is unlikely to be won 
by a single battle, like that one, but wars are generally made up of a se-
ries of battles.  This is an opportunity to be salt and light, as Jesus has 
called us to be, in our generation. 
 

How would I describe the SFP?  Pro
-family, pro-marriage, pro-life, pro-
freedom of speech and con-
science. It is not essentially a Chris-
tian party but is based on Christian 
principles, and is led by Richard Lu-
cas, who is a Christian himself. 
However you don’t have to be a 
Christian to join, just to agree with 
its policies.   
 

If you do agree, I would encourage you to join the party to give it credi-
bility, at the minimal cost of £4 per month – a worthwhile investment in 
our country’s future. 
 

When you read this we will have had our first Scottish Family Party 
meeting in Peterhead, and maybe we will already have formed a local 
branch. 
 

Our goal is to have one SFP MSP for each of the eight regions that 
make up Scotland’s political map. Having the second vote, as we do 
here in Scotland, makes this completely feasible. 
If you wish to know more, then look at their website 
 www.scottishfamily.org  or talk to me. 
 
Dave Bestwick 

The Sunday School children were amazing when they narrated the 
Christmas Story at the Nativity service.  They were clear and concise 
and held the attention of the whole congregation.   
Pictured on the front page (left-to-right) are Luke, Naomi. Murray,  
Taylor and Gregor. 
 

http://www.scottishfamily.org/
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What is Easter all about? Why do we make so much of Jesus dying on 
a Cross and being raised to life again? 
 
John 3.16 tells us 5 things. 
 

 God loves 
 God gave 
 We are to believe 
 The issue, Death 
 The gift, Life. 
 

1. God loves-Romans 5.8  
 

God loves His people, and He does not limit His love to words, but 
loves and shows this by what He does. 
 
2. God Gave-1 Timothy 2.5  
 

God gave Christ as our mediator, one who stands between two parties 
who are in conflict. God gave Jesus, who is God and a man, so that He 
could represent God to us, and us to God. God’s gift is not for decora-
tion, but has a clear purpose, to reconcile us to God. God’s love and His 
actions cannot be separated. 
 
3. We are to believe-Romans 1.16-17 & 5.1 
 

We think that we can sort anything.  We can’t.  A bowl that falls and is 
smashed to fragments cannot be repaired. It has to go back to the 
makers to be recast. We cannot put things right with God by anything 
we do, but accept and believe what God does for us. This is the way of 
faith in Jesus, and what He has done for us on the Cross. 
 
4. The issue we face, Death- Romans 1.18 & 39-20, 
 Ephesians 2.1, Romans 6.23 
 

Why do we die? Why do we fear death if it is ‘just a part of life’? 
The answer is that death is the consequence of sin, physical death and 
eternal death. If one link of a chain is broken, the whole chain becomes 
unfit for purpose. If we do one wrong thing, the Law of God, like the 
chain, is broken and the consequence is death.  
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It only takes one link to break for the chain to fail, so it only takes one sin 
to break the Law of God. Can any of us claim not to have broken at least 
one link? 
 
5. The gift of God, Life—Ephesians 2.4-10  
 

God gives us life, eternal life, through faith in Jesus. On the Cross Jesus 
took all the consequences of our sin. He took death, wrath and judgment 
that was due to us, and gave us all that was due to Him. Now by believing 
in Christ, we are made alive with Him and are brought into a reconciled 
relationship with God. 
 
This is a broad sweep of what God has done for us, why He has done it, 
and its results. Please ask questions, because there is so much more to 
know. 

‘Five Half Truths’ 
Flip Michaels 

 
This book, written this year, could be most 
helpful to many. Have you ever felt put on 
the spot by people who say things like this, 
‘Aren’t all religions the same?’  
 
The idea of this book is that there are 
many half-truths which when applied are, 
in fact, lies.  
 
Topics included are these questions:  
 Isn’t the Bible just a book written by 

men?  
 Are all religions the same?  
 God is a God of love, so will we all  go 

to heaven? 
 
An easy book to read, but worth our attention. 
Published by Christian Focus Publications. ISBN 978-1-5271-0232-3 
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Sunday 24 March   Soul Food Sunday 
     6-8pm Church Hall, Newburgh 
 
Friday 29 March    Holiday Club meet-up   
 
Thursday 18 April    Maundy Thursday Communion 
     at Holyrood Chapel 7.30pm 
 
Friday 19 April   Good Friday service at Belhelvie Church 
 
Sunday 21 April    Easter Sunday 
     9am Gallows Hill service 
     9,30am Breakfast in Church Hall 
     11am Service Holyrood Chapel 
 
Friday 26 April   Holiday Club meet-up   
 
Sunday 28 April   Communion Sunday 
     11am Service Holyrood Chapel 
     Soul Food Sunday 
     6-8pm Church Hall, Newburgh 
 
Sun 12 May—Sat 18 May  Christian Aid Week  
 
Sunday 12 May   Christian Aid Big Breakfast  
     9-10.45am Breakfast in Church Hall 
     Stated Annual Meeting after Church service 
 
Sunday 26 May   Soul Food Sunday 
     6-8pm Church Hall, Newburgh 
 
Friday  31 May   Holiday Club meet-up    
 
Friday 29 June   Holiday Club meet-up   
 
Sunday 30 June   11am Sunday School Prizegiving & Party 
     Soul Food Sunday 
     6-8pm Church Hall, Newburgh 
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Sunday 28 July   Soul Food Sunday 
     6-8pm Church Hall, Newburgh 
 
Mon 12 - Fri 16 August   Holiday Club week - Seaside Rock 
     10am-12noon 
 
Sunday 25 August  Soul Food Sunday 
     6-8pm Church Hall, Newburgh 
 
Friday, 27 September  Holiday Club meet-up   
 
Sunday 29 September  Soul Food Sunday 
     6-8pm Church Hall, Newburgh 
 
Sunday 27 October  Soul Food Sunday 
     6-8pm Church Hall, Newburgh 
 
Sunday 24 November  Soul Food Sunday (last of the year) 
     6-8pm Church Hall, Newburgh 
 
Friday 29 November   Holiday Club meet-up—Christmas party. 

Sunday 
10.15-10.45am Prayer Meeting, Vestry, Holyrood Chapel 
11am   Sunday Service, Holyrood Chapel 
 
Tuesday 
10.15-11.30am Tues morning Bible Study, Vestry, Holyrood Chapel 
1.30-3pm  Tues afternoon Bible Study, Vestry, Holyrood Chapel 
 
Wednesday 
7-8pm  Prayer Meeting, Vestry, Holyrood Chapel 
 
Thursday 
10-12 noon  Corner Café, Church Hall, Newburgh 
7-9pm  House Group, Andrew & Christine Mitchell’s house, 
   Old Mill of Collieston, Slains 
Friday 
10-11.30am Prayer Meeting, Vestry, Holyrood Chapel 
   Every second Friday 
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Our Vision 
 

Our vision is to be a church which inspires people with the Good News of Jesus 
Christ through our enthusiasm, worship, witness, nurture and service. 

Minister 
Rev Ricky Reid 
The Manse, Foveran, AB41 6AP 
Tel: 789225 
Reidricky322@gmail.com 
 
Session Clerk 
Mrs Sue Edwards 
6 Airyhill View 
Newburgh, AB42 6DW 
Tel: 789139 
 
Clerk to the Board 
Mrs Pamela Sloan 
Auquharney House 
Hatton, AB42 0QY 
Tel: 01779 841166 
 
Roll Keeper & WFO Recorder 
Mrs Christine Fordyce 
Craigard, Foveran, AB41 6AP 
Tel: 789236 
 
Property Convenor 
Mr Andrew Mitchell 
Old Mill of Collieston 
Slains, Ellon, AB41 8RG 
Tel: 751743 
 
Gift Aid Treasurer 
Mrs Christine Mitchell 
Old Mill of Collieston 
Slains, Ellon, AB41 8RG 
Tel: 751743 
 
 
 
 

Treasurer 
Mr Alasdair Sloan 
Auquharney House 
Hatton, AB42 0QY 
Tel: 01779 841166 
 
Sunday School 
Mrs Yvonne Reid 
The Manse, Foveran 
Tel: 789225 
 
Mrs Pamela Sloan 
Auquharney House 
Hatton, AB42 0QY 
Tel: 01779 841166 
 
FAX 
Mrs Christine Mitchell 
Old Mill of Collieston 
Slains, Ellon, AB41 8RG 
Tel: 751743 
 
Mr Alasdair Sloan 
Auquharney House 
Hatton, AB42 0QY 
Tel: 01779 841166 
 
Editor of Church Magazine 
Mrs Pamela Sloan 
Auquharney House 
Hatton, AB42 0QY 
Tel: 01779 841166 
 
Safeguarding Coordinator 
Mrs Lindsey Dickie 
Moorlands 
8 Main Street, Newburgh, AB41 6AA 
Tel: 789103 
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