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Ephesians 1v 11-14 

Salvation for Jew and Gentile. The sealing of the Holy Spirit 
 

So far, Paul has been giving us the headings of some of the wonderful elements of 
Salvation, the things that God has accomplished on our behalf. He has been speaking 
of them in general as they are true of all believers in Christ. He now speaks directly to 
the believers in Ephesus and says that this is true of them. It is one thing to read about 
the mighty works of God in Bible times, and the many exciting and amazing things that 
God has done in the world through revivals and powerful workings of His might. It is 
thrilling to learn that in China today, every few seconds, someone becomes a Christian. 
It is incredible to think that at one point John Knox who was preaching to large crowds 
of people near Loch Leven said that so many men were becoming Christians, that it 
was as if heaven was raining men! Men were being saved, woman were being saved 
also, but the number of men coming to faith was notable. 
 
Think about this. On the day of Pentecost, Peter was preaching to a large crowd, and 
three thousands of them responded and became Christians in that day alone! I once 
attended a youth leaders meeting where about 10,000 youth leaders were present, 
these were the leaders, not the youth! They were all praying out loud at once at the 
same time. It was awesome. I have seen a video of an all-night prayer meeting in Cali 
Colombia where a football stadium was not big enough to accommodate all the people 
who wanted to go. Those who did not get in did not go home, but a huge crowd 
marched around the outside of the stadium praying and singing all night while the others 
did the same inside! It is wonderful to read about all the mighty acts of God all over the 
world in the past and the present. 
 
All that is one thing, however it is another thing to look at the Church of Scotland today, 
and the wider Church in the land, and ask what of us? This is exactly what Paul is 
addressing with the Ephesians. He is telling them that all that is true for the Jewish 
believers, is true and actual for them at that moment in time. He is telling us that the 
God who is active all over the world is the same God who is here with us, even though 
His manifest workings vary in different places and at different times. We are not more 
than or less than the believers at Pentecost, or those in times of Revival and visitation. 
What is more, when we believe, their history becomes our history, and even if we have 
never seen a revival, we can still say that our God is mighty! The same God who is at 
work in China is our God in Scotland, even if the days we live in are different from the 
days China is living in. We are to seek Him for His work in our generation just as others 
have sought God in the places where we hear of God working in power today. 
 
He begins verse 11 with us, and in v 13 with you, us and you, Jews and Gentiles. He is 
saying that this great salvation is as much for the Gentile as for the Jews. In verse 14, 
the ‘you’ and ‘we’ becomes an ‘our.’ All this comes about because of this one fact, it is 
all about being ‘in Christ.’ Paul uses this phrase or a similar type in verses 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 
11, and so on. Have we got the message yet? Salvation is all about what God has done 
for us before we do anything. For us this means that the same God who is present in 



China is present here in Scotland! However, we might want to ask, ‘where is the sign of 
it?’ That is a good question, and the only answer is to point to the purposes of God and 
to exercise faith and patience. It is by faith that we receive Christ, and it is by faith that 
we see the reality of the mystery of God’s plan. It is by faith that we respond in prayer 
asking God to outwork His sovereign plan for our nation, and our own lives. Hebrews 2 
verse 8 is the crux. It addresses our dilemma. We do not yet see everything in 
subjection to Christ, but by faith we see Him risen and exalted at the right hand of the 
Father, and this will demand a response. It is as if God is telling us that everything is in 
process. It is on its way, the fruit is ripening, but is not yet ready to be picked, the arrow 
has been fired, but it is still hurtling towards the target, all is in process! 
 
Think of it like this. The purposes of God were revealed in Christ in fullness. This is that 
Christ has became King of all, He took back all power and authority. The ship which had 
been running before the wind has now got a new pilot who is changing the direction of 
the ship and is directing it to port. This involves a change of direction, a turning across 
and into the wind, and anyone who has sailed knows that this can result in a stormy 
passage. We tend to read about the visitations of God when revival or blessing actually 
broke, but very often we do not take note of what went before. Sadly, some records of 
revivals do not make much of the opposition and difficulties that also went along with 
the blessings. 
 
Paul has introduced the ‘us’ and ‘we’. The ‘us’ is the Jews who have believed, the ‘you’ 
is the Gentiles who have believed, such as many were in Ephesus. This was quite an 
astonishing thing for Paul to say. There was a long history of hostility between Jews and 
all other peoples. For example, the Samaritans were called ‘dogs’ by the Jews. After all, 
the Jews were the chosen ones, so for Paul to say to Gentiles that they are also chosen 
in Christ was to magnify the work of Christ. Paul will later open this out a bit by speaking 
of exiles and aliens now being included in the community of God’s people.  
 
We are confronted with huge claims here. Either we disbelieve in the absolute 
sovereignty of God from beginning to end, or we believe it. Either God is God over all, 
or if He is not. If not, then the God we say we believe in is not the God of the Bible. 
Faith sees what reason cannot comprehend. Faith sees back to the beginning and on to 
the end, reason alone sees world events as they unfold, and despairs.  
 
The acid test of what we believe and do is this. Does it glorify God or not. Verse 13 tells 
us that the history of the Jewish people was to be to God’s glory. If what we believe and 
do does not glorify God as a great God and the supreme God, then it is not faith, but our 
own efforts. While we think that we can help God out in some way, we will be always 
looking for something new or old to do. Salvation is entirely accomplished by God, our 
part is to believe and obey, and that is our duty, not a contribution to our salvation. 
 
So, Paul is explaining to the Gentile believers that by faith in Christ, they are also 
caught up in God’s great purposes for His people as equals, just as the Jews were 
chosen, so are they. There are not first class citizens of God and also rans, but all are 
equally chosen and esteemed.  



 
Both Jew and Gentile come into relationship with God in the same way.  
1 Thessalonians 1 verses 2-6. They heard the message of the Gospel and received it 
with faith. The Holy Spirit brought conviction, and they responded to the invitation and 
command to believe. Many people who come to faith know very little, but it is enough. 
We believe that we are in need, we are sinners, that there is something wrong with us. 
We hear that Christ has died for us, and the Holy Spirit convicts us that He died for me. 
We believe and ask God to forgive us for our sins and to come into our lives and rule 
there, and He does so, and we are Christians with every promised spiritual blessing 
ours in Christ Jesus. 
 
Then we begin to unpack it all and begin to see that what was at first a logical and 
simple response has a huge content. This is where our credulity is challenged, and we 
are astonished to think that God has done so much for us, and we have done so little for 
Him. This is where our reason has reached its end, and our minds have not got the 
ability to take it all in. However this is the territory of faith, and it is by faith that we will 
grow in understanding. The Ephesians heard and believed the Word of Truth, the 
message of the Gospel, and so were included in the community of God with equal 
standing with all others who have believed. They had heard and believed what they had 
been told about who Jesus is and what He has done. 
 
Being a Christian is not just a matter of having a faith that believes but has no feedback 
or confirmation. Paul speaks of a sealing, a marking of the Holy Spirit for those who 
believe. The nature of this sealing is debated today and has been through the years, but 
it is called a seal. We know what a seal is, it is a mark put upon something which 
guarantees its authenticity. This is the meaning of seal as used here. God wants us to 
know that we belong to Him and He to us.It has other meanings which also can apply. It 
could be thought of as a down payment made to a shop keeper by which he will hold an 
item for us until the full price can be paid. However, the main thought here is of the seal 
that demonstrated the authenticity. The land owner would stamp hot wax with his ring 
as a mark of ownership, and this would settle any dispute. Perhaps today, we see 
sheep in a field with a mark on them. This distinguishes them as owned by such and 
such and not by another.  
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is such a mark. It both acts as proof of authenticity and also as 
proof of the full blessing of salvation that is still to come in the future. This is called the 
filling of the Spirit, receiving the Holy Spirit, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and other 
descriptions as found in the book of Acts. This is not the conversion experience, but 
comes subsequent to it. It may come very quickly or later, sometimes much later, but it  
is a gift of God which brings us an assurance and confidence of our being related to 
Christ. 
 
However, no matter when it comes, we are to ask for it, and not rest until we receive it. 
Sometimes other gifts follow after it. Some speak in other tongues or prophesy. 
Sometimes there are great emotional feelings that come with it, for others there are not 
emotional but they just know. Sometimes it seems to bring a golden period of months of 



a sense of God being very close and real, while for some, they do not know when it 
came, but they know that at one stage they did not have such confidence and 
assurance, but now they do. God is Sovereign, and He does not have only one way of 
bestowing the blessings He gives us in Christ.       
 
The thing about being sealed by the Holy Spirit is that it gives us that Eureka moment 
when we know we are Christs, and He is ours, and this is something that God desires 
all of us to have. 
 
It is important to add that many things will affect the assurance we have. Temptations 
and sin will weaken or cloud our assurance. A neglect of gathering together and 
personal devotions will hinder our confidence, unforgiveness and waywardness will do 
likewise. However repentance and seeking God are the way back, but in God’s time and 
way! 
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is the gift of a person, not an impersonal force or a thing. It is a 
gift of the presence of the sovereign God, not an item to use and abuse as we wish. The 
Spirit is God in us and over us, we are not lord over Him, so we are to treasure His 
presence and nurture relationship with Him. We must be aware that we can grieve and 
quench the Holy Spirit. This does not mean that He leaves us, but He goes quiet and 
sad. I think that the age we live in at present is one where the Spirit is sitting quietly at 
the edge of the room being ignored by the boisterous activity of those in the room. He 
will wait until we come to an end of all our confident boasting in our abilities, then, 
perhaps, He will ask us if we want to keep on doing things our own way, or are we 
ready to do things God’s way! 
 
I know that some of you may accuse me of quietism in saying this, however read the 
early chapters of 1 Samuel and think about the history of King Saul. He had been told to 
wait until Samuel came to offer a sacrifice, but he went ahead and did it himself 
because he thought that something had to be done to stop the rot and the defection of 
his army! We so often have the same outlook. God is late, He is not doing what He said 
He would do, He is not doing what we believed He would do, so we should do 
something! It is an interesting study to look at characters in the Bible to see what they 
did and did not do. It often takes greater faith to do nothing that to do something for the 
sake of appearing busy. Psalms tell us there are times to shout aloud and sing, and 
times to be still and know. We find stillness and quietness much harder than busyness. 
Try it sometime. Try sitting quietly with no TV, no music playing, no internet or phone. 
Probably many of us will find it difficult to sit without activity and dare we say it, think 
about God for a time without interruption! 
 
When I was a teenager, I often fell asleep listening to Radio Luxenberg. The reception 
used to fade in and out! No different today, the kids have music blasted into their ears, 
so we and they have to learn the skill of active passivity, actively listening for God in 
quiet passivity while every fiber of our being screams out that we ought to be doing 
something.  This is not an excuse for doing nothing, but those who are in tune with God 
will accomplish more than indiscriminate busyness.  



 
It honours God, it is part of living to the praise of God’s glory to have an assurance and 
confidence not only in what He says He has done for us, but in God’s person above all. 
Do you remember the astonishing words of Job in his trials? Job said this, ’even if He 
slay me, yet will I trust in Him.’ That is the assurance, the quality of faith that God 
desires and is working in us to produce.  A faith that trusts in God even when, ’all 
around my soul gives way.’ This is the faith expressed by that old hymn which has as its 
chorus, ‘It is well with my soul.’ It is the faith spoken of in Hebrews 11. Read that 
chapter and see the triumphs of assured faith even when the outcome was dreadful! 
 
This assurance, this seal of the Holy Spirit is the equivalent of the child putting their 
hand into the hand of the parent, and that makes everything OK because Mummy or 
Daddy is there, so there is nothing now to fear.  
 
Do we have this assurance, have we had it and has it shriveled? Ask, seek and knock 
that we may walk in quietness of heart and confidence in God.  


