
Sunday 27th. January 2019 
Eph. 1.9-10. God’s plan for the ages 

 
We are moving on in our study of the Book of Ephesians. The material is very 
concentrated but it does not matter how quickly or slowly we go through it, but it does 
matter that we understand the message that Paul is teaching, and apply it to our lives. 
Faith is not an ornament to be displayed on a shelf, but it is given to us to live by. Faith 
is not static. Faith either grows or it will stagnate. It grows by being used, by being 
exercised in the cut and thrust of life, especially in the difficult times and situations we 
all face. Faith is our work clothes, not our glad rags!  In these next verses, Paul is telling 
us that the marvelous redemption which God has worked through the cross of Christ 
has a purpose and a goal. The focus is on the glory of God, not the pampering of man 
as its end. God redeems and saves us for His glory and His purposes, not the other way 
around. The potter determines the shape of the pot, not the clay. The pot is for God’s 
use, not for our being set on a shelf to be admired, but for God’s use and pleasure.  
 
That we are the clay and God the potter, is such an important way of thinking, and a 
concept that has largely been lost by recent generations. God is Lord over us, we are 
not lord over Him. We are His servants, He is not our servant. Sadly many of us pine 
and complain because we think that God should be at our beck and call. This is a recipe 
for disappointment, and a sure path to upset! Let’s get it straight, we are the clay, God is 
the potter. We are the servants, God is the Lord. God is a skillful and delightful potter, t 
He is a good master. This means that He desires to make us into pots useful to Himself, 
and for our service to be service and not slavery. He provides for us  like the servants of 
the Prodigal son’s father, were well cared for. The crunch question is this, who is our 
Lord, ourselves, or God? 
 
Verses 9 and 10 tell us three things. 
 
1. God has a plan, history is not meaningless because it all centers on Christ. 
2. The mystery of God’s will is an open secret, but one that is not seen by the spiritually 
blind and dead, and is still in many ways, mysterious to believers. The ‘secret’ is this, 
God is preparing a people for Himself, to live with Him forever, a holy people. 
3. The plan of God is time limited, we are hastening towards the consummation of this 
purposes. 
 
1. History, according to Scripture, is not an endless round, it has a beginning, a middle 
and an end. We read in Genesis, ‘In the beginning,’ and the book of Revelation tells us 
about the end of time. In-between the beginning and the end, there is what we call life 
and history. There are many views on the meaning of life and even if life has any 
meaning at all. Most of us are so busy dealing with the things that life throws at us that 
we do not often, if ever, sit down and ask ourselves the basic questions. The 
philosophers grappled with these matters and some ended up on the verge of madness 
or utter despair. One philosopher wrote a last book, and called it something like this – ‘a 
mind at the end of its tether!’ Other philosophers have failed to find any meaning in life 
and took their own lives. Others have adopted the view that it is the lot of mankind to 



stoically go through life deadening ones feelings and bravely accepting whatever comes 
our way! This is called Stoicism. Other people seek pleasure, power or wealth, and yet 
the evidence is that any one of these outlooks does not diminish the taking of 
antidepressants or guarantee happiness.  
 
The Bible never describes this world or this life as meaningless, inexplicable or without 
meaning. Neither does it describe this world as the home of those who believe. We are 
here for, ‘on the job training for eternity!’  
 
Sadly, and very dangerously for humanity, as the generations pass, we are becoming 
not only more and more separated by family ties, but from the environment, and also 
from God. J. John has a saying. He says in his ‘Just Ten’ talks, ‘We worship our work, 
we work at our play, we play at our religion!’ Think about that one. Evidence of this is all 
around us. Think of the number of broken homes and families, the fact that people do 
not like to think that there steak was walking about a field a few weeks ago, and even 
the Bible stories are generally not known by this generation of parents, children, and 
even grandparents. This is a condition which is only tolerable by endless distractions. I 
think this is what may partly explain the multiplication of the media, amusements, sports 
and all the other things we cram into our consciousness in order to numb the terrible 
feeling of being utterly alone in a cosmos which is scary and beyond our control.      
 
Consider this. Ephesians 1.4 implies that God has known us from before the beginning 
of the world. We are not specks in the vast cosmos, we are known by God. Consider 
this, Psalm 139.13 God was active in our formation in our mother’s womb. This means 
that no matter what the circumstances of our birth, wanted, or unwanted and adopted, 
no matter how we were conceived, our existence is no mistake. Consider this, Psalm 
139.5-10. There is nowhere we can be where God is not present, we are never alone, 
Father is there and watching. This will be a terror for those who do not believe, but a 
comfort for those who do believe because God is not like the ‘Big-Brother of the book 
1984. Is it not a help when lost in the dark to have someone else with us? If it helps us if 
we are lost in a dark wood at night, how much more will it help when lost in a vast 
cosmos which seems to frown and rumble in a threatening way? The internet trolls, and 
the people who track your phones are like ‘Big Brother,’ but God’s eye is a true and kind 
eye. Our existence is not inexplicable and meaningless, but its reason and purpose lies 
in God, not in us.   
  
We do not know the details of when or how the world will end, but it will be ended by 
God’s action, not just a natural process – our days are in God’s hands. This does not 
mean that the end of the world will not be by a nuclear flash, or by some dreadful 
ecological event, but it does mean that it will be in God’s time and in His way, and so for 
those who have faith, it need not be as terrible as it will be for those who have not 
believed. Psalm 46.1-3 sounds like earthquakes and Tsunamis, yet these we do not 
need to fear.   
 



2. The mystery of God’s plan is called a ‘mystery’ because just as spiritually dead men 
do not see the hand of God in creation, they do not see the hand of God in history. Is 
Brexit just a happenstance, or what is God doing? 
 
The mystery is this. God is at work in history not to restore this fallen world to a utopia, 
but to call out and save multitudes of people of all nations, colours, and ages to be a 
people for Himself. He has been doing this from the beginning. God called Abraham, 
and made him the promise that from him, a nation would arise, and that from this nation, 
the nations and peoples would be blessed. This is what has happened. 
  
Consider this. How did the descendants of one man become a nation? 
How do we account for the continuance of the Jewish people and nation? Think of the 
number of times in the Bible, and in history, that there have been attempts to end the 
line and race of the Jews, the line that would bring the Messiah, and that did so. Think 
of the lives and experiences of Moses, Esther, King Herod and the killing of the male 
children, the holocaust and so on.   
 
How do we account for the growth and existence of the Church? A crucified King! 
Foolishness to the Greeks, and an offence to the Jews! The Church had nothing to 
commend it to people except this, the presence and the power of God. Whenever we 
substitute these with programs, money or schemes and entertainment, we are busy, but 
the church decays. How has the church survived persecutions, declines, revivals, being 
forced underground like the church in China, how has it grown despite Mrs. Mao. 
The only explanation is God and the outworking of His plan despite everything that 
wicked and blind men can do. 
 
Consider the promise given to Abraham, that all the nations of the earth would be 
blessed through him. He was a man of faith, and God’s purpose was to redeem a vast 
people for Himself, a people of faith. Revelation 7.9-10 tells us that there will be an 
uncountable multitude of redeemed people in heaven, holy and dedicated to the Lord. 
This is the mystery of God’s will, to have a redeemed people for His own pleasure, and 
to share His pleasures with. We so easily think that this life is the big show, but it is not. 
Just about the time we are almost fit to make something of our lives, it is all over! How 
many millionaires and billionaires can you name from the 80’s? How many celebrities? 
What do we leave in the world? They are mostly gone and we need to read the plaques 
on their statues to find out who they were, if we can be bothered! We were created for 
the world above, not to remain here! 
 
Life is a mystery because God works in ways that differ from what we would like. 
For some reason, we think that God should do everything in straight lines, but we 
hardly, if ever, see that in the Scriptures. The Hebrew people wandered in the desert for 
forty years, Joseph had a very convoluted journey to becoming second in command in 
Egypt. Jesus saved His own not by marching into Jerusalem and proclaiming Himself 
king, but by being obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God highly 
exalted Him and given Him a name above all other names, that at the name of Jesus, 
every knee should bow, and so they will. This is how God works with those who have 



gone before, and continues to do with succeeding generations of believers. He ‘moves 
in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform.’  
 
Who would have thought that Abraham and Sarah would become parents when they 
were about 100 years old? They had to wait a long time for the promise of God to 
happen, but it did! All those long years of waiting, and during that time it was faith that 
kept them from fainting. Why should we expect God to deal with us any other way? The 
sooner we understand this and stop telling the Potter what He should do, the sooner we 
would enter into the rest and joy of God.  
 
We do not yet see everything in subjection to Christ, but despite this, God is working out 
His plan. Sometimes we see it as if reflected in a mirror, at other times we must believe 
it, even while walking by faith and in the dark but this is what is happening. Life is about 
God’s purposes, not all about us alone, and this is where most of mankind have gone 
wrong. We think our joy is in ourselves, but all that is in ourselves is easily lost or taken 
from us. However, if our joy is in the Lord, then no matter what, it cannot be taken from 
us. 
 
The dreadful consequence of a man centered theology, which has arisen in recent 
decades, is that it makes man the center of the universe and sees God as our servant, 
and this is not so. The glory of God is what life is all about, but we still get it wrong and 
waste so much time fretting about things of little consequence and neglect our souls 
and risk eternity. Life is not about us building a little kingdom for ourselves, but being 
made ready to enter service in the court of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. 
 
Isaiah 45.9-10 has a very telling passage. We are presented with an imagined 
conversation between the clay and the potter. The clay is doing most of the talking! It is 
obviously a story constructed with the intent to show the utter stupidity of clay trying to 
advise the potter, it could never happen, yet we who are clay are often, and some of us, 
are forever complaining and trying to usurp God’s place. Consider again the way of God 
with Abraham, a blessed life, but not an easy one. Consider the life of Joseph, Job, 
David, Daniel, the Apostles, and believers through the ages, blessed, but not easy or as 
they expected – Joseph, slavery, prison, disappointment before his brothers and 
parents bow to him! These were people who were worked over by the potter to make 
them pliable and plastic in the potter’s hands so that He could make something useful. 
These stories are told so that we will learn about the ways of God with us, not just as 
amusements. 
 
The mystery of God’s will is that God is at work in our lives and in history, for this end, to 
have a people who live to the praise of His glorious name, and who worship and enjoy 
Him forever.  
 
3. God’s plan was made manifest by the life and cross of Christ. Our present age are 
days of God’s grace, but the clock is running down, we do not know when time will have 
run God’s course. This is why it is said that today is the day of salvation, and that we 
must turn to the Lord while He is near, Isaiah 55.6-7. The day will come when the day of 



grace will be closed and we will be lost if we have not believed and received Christ. 
Christ tells a parable about the end of days. It will come like a thief in the night. Think 
about the life of Noah. He built a boat in the desert. It took years and years and he must 
have faced years and years of jeers, Noah, the local madman! That was until one day, 
the rains began, and then the tune changed! Noah was ready, but nobody else was. 
This is how the Bible says the end will come. 
 
The devil deceives us in every era of our lives. When we are young, we think that we 
will live forever and so have plenty of time to do the religious thing later. That is like 
thinking that we can take out fire insurance once the building is alight, or life assurance 
when the doctor gives us the terminal diagnosis. When we grow up and have children, 
we are so busy with earning and career, and running about after our children as if they 
were little god’s, that we just don’t think we have time to sit and ponder our lives. Then 
when the children have grown and gone, either we need a rest and so if able we do the 
holiday and cruise thing, and if our pensions are less generous, we bumble on, thinking 
that it is now too late for us to do anything about faith.  
 
People have always said and thought these sorts of things, but the Bible says ‘today is 
the day of salvation.’ Today is the day, because none of us know if we will have 
tomorrow. The first friend I had who died was knocked down. She ran across the duel 
carriage way, keen to meet her boyfriend, and she miss judged the traffic and was hit by 
a car. I was friends with him and her and it was awful,16 years old and dead. None of us 
can be sure of a tomorrow, all we have is today and this moment, now is all we can be 
certain of.  
 
God wants us to know that we are His, and to live in the light of this knowledge. It is a 
life of faith, of clear days and days of trial, it is a life characterized by death and 
resurrection. Death to self, and a resurrection into a deeper friendship with Christ, and a 
deeper experience of the life of the Kingdom and of eternal life now. Death finishes 
aspects of our life, resurrection is not a restoration of what we had before, but a 
resurrection into a better, richer experience. Think of it this way. If we were to take the 
train to Edinburgh, the last leg of the journey is through a tunnel. Everything does dark, 
but when we come out of the darkness, we have made progress, and we arrive in 
Waverly station. Death to self is like the tunnel, resurrection is like coming out of the 
tunnel and realizing that even in the dark there has been progress and that we are 
nearer our destination. 
 
In conclusion. History is not meaningless, but it is God who makes it meaningful. The 
mystery of life is the purpose of God to gather a people for Himself. The mystery 
continues in the ways and means that God acts to achieve His goal. He does not act as 
we would think or like, but He acts as He sees fit because He is the Lord, the Potter, 
and we are the clay. This world will not continue forever, so it is vital that we give our 
lives to God today and not put it off. 
 



To enter or renew a life with God, we must say sorry, repent. Ask God to forgive us and 
make us like clay in His hands, and thank Him that He has promised to do this when we 
ask sincerely. 


