
Sunday 20th January 2019 
Ephesians 1.7 Forgiveness of sins. 

 
Last week in the Church service, I only covered the first two points of what I had 
planned to cover. This week, will be a recap, a further introduction and a new section 5, 
sorry to the few who read last week’s essay. 
 
Last week I spoke about the history of sin. The two startling phrases were both from the 
first six chapters of Genesis. Chapter two, we read that God saw all that He had made, 
including mankind, and declaring His satisfaction with it, and declaring that it was very 
good. By Chapter six, God expresses grief over His creation of mankind because every 
imagination of his heart was only evil continually! The only thing that separated these 
two infinitely differing statements was the fall of mankind into rebellion, sin and 
estrangement from God. It is this disastrous condition that God promised to deal with, 
and did so by the Cross of Christ. 
 
We then looked at the fact that sin is universal, all have sinned, not some! Further, in 
our reading today from Psalm 51, verse 5 tells us that we are sinful from conception. 
This is not a condemnation of sex within a marriage of a man and a woman, but tells us 
that sin is so ingrained in mankind that it is not a bruise we pick up as we are bumped 
about by life, but it is a deeply ingrained disease, like blight, which pervades and ruins 
us through and through. We will get onto the contents of the thoughts of verse two, 
about the blotting out of sin and the cleansing of sin. However, if we are to know 
anything of the ‘riches of God’s grace in forgiveness,’ as spoken of in Ephesians 1v7, 
and Colossians 1v14, we also need to realise the depth of the depravity and corruption 
which is within us. 
 
This knowledge only comes by revelation of the Holy Spirit through the Scriptures, and 
we will come to all this later in the book of Ephesians. The truth is this, if we have a low 
view of the sinfulness of humanity and our own hearts, we will also have a low view of 
the grace of God. Who needs grace if there is no issue to be addressed? Sadly, this is 
where most of us are. We are somewhere along the axis of not seeing that there is any 
issue with sin, and so cannot understand what all the fuss is about, and so, sin and 
forgiveness and grace seems of little consequence to us. Martin Luther saw it. One of 
his sayings was, ‘Do with me as thou wilt, since thou hast pardoned my sin.’ Someone 
who lives next to the Cross, will not have any grounds for pride or complaint. If we doubt 
this, read about the life of Joseph, Abraham, Job, Daniel, Paul, and supremely Christ!  
 
Let me boil down the message of the early verses of Psalm 51. We are born sinners, we 
live as sinners and we die as sinners unless God intervenes. God has intervened in 
Christ, and this is what Paul is outlining for us in shorthand in the early verses of 
Ephesians. 
 
Anticipating what is to come, God justifies us through faith in Christ. This is what God 
does for us, to judicially change our standing and relationship with Him. This happens 
the moment we believe. It is not in the first instance a feeling or a thought, but the 



instantaneous rewriting of our credentials in God’s sight. After this, the Holy Spirit given 
to us begins His work of transforming us into the likeness and image of Christ. The 
Puritans spoke of this as God restoring His image in us. This is an ongoing work, and is 
completed only at the general Resurrection, not within the span of our lives, though 
progress is to be made! This is the work of the potter molding the clay. The Potter 
shapes, the clay yields, which is how it is to work. The clay does not command the 
potter what to do, even if this is how many of us think. Paul has already excluded the 
possibility of us saying what God should make of us by telling us that we are to live to 
the ‘praise of God’s glory,’ not our own! This means that God will cross our wills, give 
gifts to us and take them away, call us to challenging tasks, some of which we find 
demanding and some of which we think demean us, this is God’s prerogative. He saves 
us for Himself, not to give us a happy life, but to work holiness in us, which is the path to 
eternal happiness now and forever. Read the Beatitudes, this is the Christian life, this is 
the life of clay which is being shaped by God and not being forced into the mold of the 
world.  
 
If you doubt this, read a book like ‘Devoted to God – Blueprints for Sanctification’ by 
Sinclair Ferguson. It is not a book to be read quickly. Sinclair’s writing style is not racy, 
but solid. Look up the passages he quotes, and whatever we do, think! 
 
The next sections, 3 and 4 are exact copies of last week’s written sermon which we did 
not get to in Church last Sunday. I have not altered them, though tempted, but have 
added a section 5. If we were to read more deeply around section 1 and 3, section 5 is 
the complement to them. 
 
3. The effects of sin on  
Romans 3.10-18, and 6.10 tells us that sin infests us all and that it pays wages. Once 
more, the language personifies sin not as a mist, but as a personal force with will and 
strength. Masters pay wages, and sin is the master of humanity. I hope I do not need to 
write lots about the things that are happening in the world, the nation and even in the 
NE of Scotland to demonstrate the mastery of sin universally over humanity outside of 
Christ. What wage does sin pay? It pays death, always, fully and bang on time. As an 
aside, some people joke about hell as the place where the party is! Consider this, the 
host of the party is confined to everlasting burning. The devil that is. Do you really think 
for a moment that he will be a good host? 
 
Notice this as well. Sin is not acting upon its own authority, but is acting on the basis of 
the Law of God. When the Law is broken, it carries penal and judicial penalties. As 
sinners, we are subject to the penalty of the Law as Law breakers. We are subject to 
the righteous and just wrath of God because of our sin, and we are already sentenced 
to execution. God abhors and hates sin and anything and everyone associated with it. 
He will have nothing to do with it in any way. Those who are sinners are enemies of 
God and what is worse, God is their enemy! 
 
You may protest at this point. Isn’t God a God of love, so how can you say these 
dreadful things? This is where we need to get real. Read the whole Bible and not just 



favourite verses. The moment we try to take two attributes of God, His love and His 
justice or righteousness, and try to trump one by the other, we are no longer describing 
the God of the Bible. God is loving, but is also righteous. He will not abandon either His 
love or His righteousness to overlook our sins. That would require a change in God, and 
that cannot happen.  
 
This is where John 3.16 come in. Yes God loves the world, but He will not pass over 
sin. He is not some decrepit old man who has lost the plot and will indulge mankind. 
God is the Holy One, He does not change, and nothing unholy or unclean can exist in 
His presence. So how does God deal with the dilemma that the creatures He has 
created and loves are now filthy rebels? He sends His Son, and Jesus the Son comes 
willingly and stands in our place. 
 
4. What has God done? 
Isaiah 53.4-6. This is the language of sacrifice. As God passed over the Hebrew homes 
in the Passover because the blood of a lamb marked them as His people. So now, God 
has chosen His Lamb, Christ, and by the Cross, God pours out His wrath, the sentence 
of the Law, and the wage of sin is required of Christ. All this Christ does as the man on 
the cross, and does so to the complete satisfaction of God. 
 
We receive all this by faith, and it is by this that God can forgive us our sin, take it away, 
and finish with it because all penalties have been paid by Christ. This means that a holy 
and loving God has dealt with our sin in a perfectly just and righteous way. God, at His 
expense, has reconciled His love and His justice.  
 
This is also the message of Romans 3.21-26, especially verses 23-25. Christ died the 
death due to us, bore the penalty and sentence which was ours and took the wrath of 
God fully upon Himself. He was the Lamb that died instead of us, He was a substitute 
for us, and all of this was His work alone, we adding nothing to it.  
 
This is what Ephesians 1.7 refers to in such a short phrase. This is how God has 
removed the great separating offence which caused humanity to be under God’s infinite 
eternal and boundless displeasure. Ephesians 1.7 tells us what God has done to bring 
us into His eternal, infinite and boundless grace. 
 
5. How complete and effective is this work of Christ on our behalf? 
 
We can only have a healthy Christian life if we agree with God’s verdict of sin. We can 
only live a healthy Christian life if we also agree with God’s verdict on His response to 
our sin. We can only accept the abounding nature of our sin, if we also accept the super 
abounding of God’s grace in forgiveness. The only way we will do this is by attention 
and meditation on the Scriptures. What follows is a selection of Scriptures which use 
metaphorical language to describe to us what God’s attitude is to the sins of people who 
have believed in Jesus. We are to believe these and agree with them. As we think about 
them, and pray about them, God will work the effects of these truths in our hearts and 
minds, wills, and even our emotions. The test as to whether we are getting it or not is 



very simple. If we are seeing and understanding more about the depths from which God 
has rescued us, and the heights to which He is restoring us, it will do two things in us. 
Firstly, it will bring us into awe of God. The Bible word is the fear of God. This is not a 
quavering terror, but the attitude that stands back when a great one is passing by, the 
awe we feel when we stand at the foot of a mountain and look up, or the top of a 
mountain and look out across miles of country below. It is the awe we feel when we see 
the Niagara or Victoria Falls, all this, but multiplied many times! It is when we think of 
God and think of God as monumental, and ourselves as ants! All of these are but 
metaphors of what the fear of God is. 
 
The second thing that we will find is that obedience to the commands of Christ become 
very important. We will see ourselves as servants of God, not people who have a right 
to command God! Fear and obedience are prime fruits of the Holy Spirit, they mark true 
and sincere progress in the Christian life. 
 
So, to Scripture. When God forgives our sin through faith in Christ, what does God want 
us to understand by this? By the way, this forgiveness is for past sins, present sins, and 
sin yet to be committed by the Christian. Forgiveness is the blessing that God gives to 
those who believe. It is free at the point of reception, but we are never to forget, 
although it is ours as a free gift, it was won by the suffering and death of Christ. 
 
Jeremiah 31v34. ‘I will remember their sins no more.’ God is not going to raise our sins 
at some time in the future to shame us or judge us, He forgets them, why, because the 
wage of death was paid fully by Christ.  This is the effect of the New Covenant which 
was ratified by the Blood of Jesus.   
 
Isaiah 43v25 ‘I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions…’ This is the language 
of the commercial clerk. When the bill or the debt is pad, the line is scored through the 
bill, or it is stamped, ‘paid in full.’ With that receipt, the debt collector cannot come and 
sue us as debtors. God having blotted out our sins will never charge us with 
nonpayment and put us in debtors prison, the bill, the debt is discharges, not by us, but 
by Christ! 
 
Isaiah 44.22 I have swept away your offences like a cloud, your sins like the morning 
mist.’ The clouds are gone, the sun has come out. The mist has been burned off by the 
rising sun, the sky is clear. That which would mask us from God, keep us from enjoying 
the clear weather is removed by Gods acting in Christ. 
 
Micah 7.19 ‘you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl them into the depths of the sea.’ 
Literally, God drowns our sins in the sea of His forgetfulness, lost at sea, never to be 
found or washed up again. God treads our sins underfoot, grinds them into the mud, 
covered, lost, out of sight and mind of God!  
 
Isaiah 38.17 ‘you have put all my sins behind your back.’ God has thrown our sins 
behind His back, as people cast away rubbish! 
 



Here are a couple of New Testament Scriptures. 
Hebrews 8.12 ‘For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.’ 
Enough said! 
 
Hebrews 10.17 ‘Their sins and lawless acts, I will remember no more’ 
 
The effect of all these metaphors and statements is simply this, that when we believe in 
Jesus, the grounds of God’s wrath, displeasure and judgment, sins, are removed from 
our record and from God’s remembrance. 
 
This is what we are to believe, this is what humbles us and moves us to love and 
obedience. 
 
One last thing. Psalm 51 again. God forgets our sins, but it is a mark of grace that we 
do not. We remember our sins Psalm 51.3, ‘For I know my transgression and my sin is 
always before me.’ We remember not to condemn ourselves or to wallow, but to remind 
ourselves of where we have come from and where God has lifted us to, so that we will 
be humble, meek, in the fear of God, and obedient, thankful and amazed at God’s 
grace. A test as to our degree of liberty in this truth is also simple. When we are faced 
with a trial, a difficulty, an event that disappoints us or crosses our hopes, expectations 
and preferences, how do we react?  
 
If we react in a way akin to Job, ‘the Lord has given and taken away, blessed be the 
Name of the Lord,’ then this is sound. God is the Potter, we are the clay, as Luther said, 
God can do what He wills with us and we have no ground for complaint given what He 
has done for us. 
 
Please do not think for a moment that this is easy or painless or even a quick process. 
When we believe God finishes dealing with our sins, however the molding of our 
characters is longer and costly work! 
 


