
Sunday 13th January 2019 
Ephesians 1.7 Forgiveness 

 
We are back to the book of Ephesians, and are looking at this first section of chapter 
one which is giving us a breathless list of the blessings which come to us in Christ. It is 
important to remind ourselves once more, that every one of these blessings is made 
ours entirely and only by the grace of God acting through Christ. This accomplished by 
means of the Cross, and received by us not as a right, not by osmosis, but by faith! 
Faith, faith, faith. The moment we begin to think that we are worthy of anything from 
God, or have somehow deserved or earned anything, we have departed from grace and 
are in trouble. We have been fooled by grand words about ’human rights,’ and suppose 
that God is bound by such legislation! We would do well to think more about our moral 
obligations towards God, and then all other matters would come more into focus. 
 
Forgiveness. What a truth!  
 
God has ordered things that we can be forgiven. Ephesians has in mind in this regard, 
firstly that God can forgive us. Have we lost a sense of astonishment at a statement like 
this? Does forgiveness from God seem to be a big deal as in what’s the big deal, is that 
not God’s job to forgive us? Some people think that God is obligated to forgive us and 
not make a song and dance about it all. In our era, we do not make as big a thing about 
God forgiving people because we do not see ourselves as utterly lost and guilty beyond 
hope. We have lost our understanding of sin. 
 
Some people even consider this loss of an awareness of personal moral guilt before 
God as either being a sign of human progress, or coming into an understanding of 
God’s love. We sometimes hear people saying that since God is a god of love, He 
would never send anyone to hell. However when we read the Gospels, we discover that 
the same person, Jesus, who came to show the love of the Father, also speaks of hell 
in dreadful terms.  
 
So let us look at this subject a little bit, hopefully to see that being forgiven by God is a 
huge deal, and something that should occupy our closest attention. 
 
1. The history of sin  
Gen. 1.31 – and God saw all that He had made and it was very good. 
2.1 Creation completed and the seventh day blessed. 
 
Gen.6. 5 God saw how great man’s wickedness on earth had become, and every 
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. And the Lord was 
grieved that He had made man. Verse 7 I will wipe mankind whom I have created from 
the face of the earth …. The flood.    
 
How do we account for the change between the very good and God being grieved? 
What has happened?  
The only event between these is the fall, the entry of sin into the world. 



The fall was a catastrophic change in the relationship between Man and God, and 
humanity becomes odious to God! 
 
The Bible has hardly begun its story and we are faced with the narrative of the fall of 
Adam and Eve. Instead of walking with God in the cool of the evening, naked and not 
ashamed, we find the wretched couple hiding in fear from God, and ashamed in their 
nakedness. We have been fearful of God and ashamed of our inabilities ever since, and 
harmony has become hostility, and fellowship has turned to conflict for headship, the 
battle of the sexes, the classes and the nations! 
 
Within no time at all, there is murder, Cain and Abel, and rebellion, humankind desiring 
to build a tower to the heavens to unseat God from His throne. This continues in all 
sorts of ways by which humanity seeks to deny, and cast off the place and rule of God 
over us. Psalm 2 expresses this very idea. Sin caused the defacing of the image of God 
in mankind, and to become completely alienated from God. This goes so far as for the 
fool to say in his heart that there is no God.  
 
Many people think of our propensity to do wrong as some sort of mild infection or minor 
flaw in our DNA which is mostly within our power to control all things being equal. This 
is not how the Bible describes sin. It speaks of sin as arising from a powerful and active 
principle within is. Do you remember what God said to Cain? He said that sin was 
crouching like a tiger waiting to pounce on him. That is not a passive thing, sin is being 
expressed as having a life of its own. In Romans, Paul also testifies that he had found 
that when he wanted to do good, evil accosted him and overcame him, and he speaks 
of sin in personal terms as an entity, observing and awaiting its opportunity to do its 
worst. 
 
It does not stop here. Paul also describes sin as something that sets up a vicious cycle 
that spirals down into greater and greater depths of wickedness, and this we read about 
in the latter half of Romans, chapter one. In days long gone, sins were referred to as the 
‘plague of plagues,’ in other words, worse than and more deadly than the Black Death. 
All this is very different from the plans of empire builders of any sort. Politicians, 
scientists, and even some church leaders, to build a new utopia. However tell me this, 
how may empires have come and gone? How many super deals and peace pacts have 
come in a fanfare and finished in a whimper? The world is the way it is because of sin 
and we are the way we are for the same reason, so sin is a big deal for life now, and 
even more so when eternal life is considered. There is going to be no sin in heaven. 
God says that He will let nothing evil enter heaven, so that ensures our exclusion from 
it, doesn’t it? It does, unless God does something about our condition. 
 
2. The Universality of rebellion and sin Isaiah 53.6 
How many have gone astray? We all know lots of others that have gone astray, the 
English, the Irish, the Welsh, the Germans, but not the noble Scotts! Wrong. All have 
gone astray. I have gone astray, you have gone astray, and there is no one who is 
righteous, not even one. There never has been, and there never will be.  
 



All we like sheep have gone astray, every one of us is doing our own thing! Later in 
Ephesians, Paul will tell us of the total alienation and blindness that all humanity is in. 
How blind? Think of the soldiers who nailed Christ to the Cross. They had no idea that 
they were killing the One who gave them, and upheld their life. They did not realise that 
in effect, with every hammer blow, they were cutting their own throats! I wonder did any 
of them eventually understand what Christ had done for them when from the Cross He 
asked His father to forgive them because they had no idea what they were doing. I hope 
so, that would give them a story to tell of the depth of Christs mercy! 
 
3. The effects of sin on  
Romans 3.10-18, and 6.10 tells us that sin infests us all and that it pays wages. Once 
more, the language personifies sin not as a mist, but as a personal force with will and 
strength. Masters pay wages, and sin is the master of humanity. I hope I do not need to 
write lots about the things that are happening in the world, the nation and even in the 
NE of Scotland to demonstrate the mastery of sin universally over humanity outside of 
Christ. What wage does sin pay? It pays death, always, fully and bang on time. As an 
aside, some people joke about hell as the place where the party is! Consider this, the 
host of the party is confined to everlasting burning. The devil that is. Do you really think 
for a moment that he will be a good host? 
 
Notice this as well. Sin is not acting upon its own authority, but is acting on the basis 
that the Law of God. When the Law is broken, it carries penal and judicial penalties. As 
sinners, we are subject to the penalty of the Law as Law breakers. We are subject to 
the righteous and just wrath of God because of our sin, and we are already sentenced 
to execution. God abhors and hates sin and anything and everyone associated with it. 
He will have nothing to do with it in any way. Those who are sinners are enemies of 
God and what is worse, God is their enemy! 
 
You may protest at this point. Isn’t God a God of love, so how can you say these 
dreadful things? This is where we need to get real. Read the whole Bible and not just 
favourite verses. The moment we try to take two attributes of God, His love and His 
justice or righteousness, and try to trump one by the other, we are no longer describing 
the God of the Bible. God is loving, but is also righteous. He will not abandon either His 
love or His righteousness to overlook our sins. That would require a change in God, and 
this cannot happen.  
 
This is where John 3.16 come in. Yes God loves the world, but He will not pass over 
sin. He is not some decrepit old man who has lost the plot and will indulge mankind. 
God is the Holy One, He does not change, and nothing unholy or unclean can exist in 
His presence. So how does God deal with the dilemma that the creatures He has 
created and loves are now filthy rebels? He sends His Son, and Jesus the Son comes 
willingly and stands in our place. 
 
4. What has God done? 
Isaiah 53.4-6. This is the language of sacrifice. As God passed over the Hebrew homes 
in the Passover because the blood of a lamb marked them as His people. So now, God 



has chosen His Lamb, Christ, and by the Cross, God pours out His wrath, the sentence 
of the Law, and the wage of sin is required of Christ. All this Christ does as the man on 
the cross, and does so to the complete satisfaction of God. 
 
We receive all this by faith, and it is by this that God can forgive us our sin, take it away, 
and finish with it because all penalties have been paid by Christ. This means that a holy 
and loving God has dealt with our sin in a perfectly just and righteous way. God, at His 
expense, has reconciled His love and His justice.  
 
This is also the message of Romans 3.21-26, especially verses 23-25. Christ died the 
death due to us, bore the penalty and sentence which was ours and took the wrath of 
God fully upon Himself. He was the Lamb that died instead of us, He was a substitute 
for us, and all of this was His work alone, we adding nothing to it.  
 
This is what Ephesians 1.7 refers to in such a short phrase. This is how God has 
removed the great separating offence which caused humanity to be under God’s infinite 
eternal and boundless displeasure. Ephesians 1.7 tells us what God has done to bring 
us into His eternal, infinite and boundless grace. 
 
Conclusion. 
 
All have sinned, no exceptions. 
 
To understand how incredible the grace of God is and how wonderful this fact of the 
possibility of forgiveness is, we need to see the hopelessness of our condition apart 
from the work of Christ on the Cross. If we can speak of the Cross of Christ in anything 
but astonishment at the mercy of God, or not see it as the event of events, it probably 
indicates that we have not realized our needs. 
 
The Cross is the great leveler. How can any of us ever stand beside the Cross and 
insist on our rights or complain about anything in life that does not go our way? If the 
Cross does not humble us and cause us to be thankful to God, then we just don’t get it! 
 
If we think that we deserve anything from God or if we think that God owes us 
something because of anything we do or are, then we are seeking to justify ourselves 
and not dependent on the righteousness of God that comes only by faith. 
 
We need to think on these things, the greatness of our problem as sinners, and the 
abounding greatness of God in giving us this solution in Christ – the forgiveness of sins. 
 
             


